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IV,  6331  IIIi  6330  I,  III,  IV. 


1.  (C)  Section  1,  Operations,  Significant  Activities. 


A.  General,  The  25th  Infantry  Division  (Tropic  Lightning)  continued 
its  participation  in  Operation  TOAN  THANG,  Phase  II  throughout  the  report- 
period,  1  November  i960  to  31  January  1969,  Operation  TOAN  THANG,  Phase 
II  commenced  on  1  June  1968,  and  the  divisional  Operational  Reports  for 
the  quarterly  periods  ending  31  July  and  31  October  1968  provide  compre¬ 
hensive  data  and  information  on  the  division's  operational  activities  in 
the  operations  earlier  stages. 

Throughout  the  reporting  period,  all  divisional  resources  and  assets 
were  committed  to  Operation  TOAN  THANG  which  is  directed  at  the  destruction 
of  Viet  Cong/North  Vietnamese  (VC/NVA)  main  force  units  and  enemy  political 
and  guerilla  infrastructure  (VCI)  operating  within  the  divisional  tactical 
area  of  operational  interest  (TAOI)  (see  sketch  #1). 


As  the  reporting  period  opened  on  1  November  1968,  the  25th  Infantry 
Division  was  generally  deployed  in  the  following  posture,  the  1st  Brigade 
operated  in  and  around  TAX  NINH  City  with  an  overall  area  of  operations 
the  inoluded  the  northwest  quadrant  of  the  divisional  TAOI,  the  2nd  Brigade 
was  deployed  in  the  southern  half  of  the  TAOI  with  an  area  of  operations 
that  generally  inoluded  areas  south  of  the  east-west  30  grid  line,  and  the 
3rd  Brigade  operated  in  and  around  the  town  of  DAU.TIENG  with  an  overall 
AO  that  encompassed  the  northeast  quadrant  of  the  divisional  TAOI.  These 
general  brigade  areas  of  operations  remained  in  effect  throughout  the 
reporting  period  with  modifications  and  boundary  changes  made  from  time  to 
time  as  will  be  Indicated  throughout  this  narrative*  A  daily  Task  Organization 
for  the  division  for  the  months  of  November,  December,  and  January  is  inoluded 
as  Tab  A  of  this  report.  This  Task  Organization  indicates  the  composition 
of  the  divisional  brigades  for  the  reporting  period* 
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The  general  taotioal  situation  at  the  beginning  of  tha  raportiag 
period  vaa  oharaoterised  by  tha  withdrawal  of  VC/MVA  maim  foroa  units 
into  sanctuaries  la  northern  War  Zona  "C"  and  Cambodia  to  reorganize, 
rafit,  and  retrain  following  tha  offensive  against  TAX  NINH  City  la 
the  August-September  time  frame.  Intelligence  sources  available  to 
tha  division  indioioated  that  the  enemy*  a  intention  at  the  time  was  to 
prepare  his  main  foroa  units  that  had  been  badly  mauled  la  August-Septem- 
ber  for  a  renewed  ^ '•'•■.nsive  effort  against  TAX  NINH  City.  While  these 
preparations  were  tuking  place, ►he  enemy  would  limit  his  activities 
to  scattered  battalion  size  And  smaller  operations  aimed  at  interdicting 
the  main  supply  routes  (MSR)  and  harrassing  U,S.  and  South  Vietnamese 
military  bases  and  installations.  In  addition,  enemy  looal  foroe  units 
would  eontinue  their  normal  harrassing  activities  within  their  customary 
areas  of  operations. 

In  view  of  this  general  enemy  situation,  the  25th  Infantry  Division 
was  deployed  in  a  manner  in  which  it  could  maintain  continuous  surveil¬ 
lance  of  the  recognized  lines  of  communications  (LOC)  and  avenues  of 
approach  for  enemy  main  force  units  from  their  sanctuary  areas  to  known 
target  areasi  namely,  SAIGON  and  TAX  NINH,  In  addition,  extensive 
operations  were  to  be  carried  out  against  enemy  main  force  and  looal 
force  units  suspected  to  be  still  located  in  reduced  numbers  in  such 
areas  as  the  "CITADEL'9,  the  "TRAPEZOID",  the  BOI  LOI  Woods,  the  "CRESCENT", 
and  the  "STRAIGHT  EDGE"  Woods. 

Throughout  the  month  of  November,  the  1st  Brigade,  withwtw  maneuver 
battalions  (3rd  Battalion,  22nd  Infantry  and  4th  Battalion  (Mechanized) , 

23rd  Infantry)  continued  to  follow  the  operational  tactics  that  had  proven 
so  successful  in  August  and  September  in  pre-empting  the  enemy* s  attack 
on  TAX  NINH  City,  The  two  infantry  battalions  and  the  brigade's  direct 
support  artillery  battalion  (7th  Battalion,  11th  Artillery)  continued  to 
maintain  backing  positions  on  the  outskirts  of  the  city  astride  the 
primary  avenues  of  approach.  These  blocking  positions  in  the  form  of 
artillery  xire  support  bases  (Fire  Support  Bases  BUELL,  RAWLINS,  and 
WASHINGTON)  provided  strategically  looated  bases  of  operations  from  which 
the  1st  Brigade  could  mount  extensive  daylight  reconnaissance-1 n-forcr 
and  helicopter  borne  combat  assaults  in  all  directions  from  the  city  against 
suspected  enemy  base  areas.  During  tne  uours  or  aarkness,  tne  oases  sent 
out  extensive  Dlatoon  size  ambush  patrols  to  monitor  principal  trails  and 
suspects  routes  of  enemy  movement.  The  artillery  weapons  located  at  these 
fire  bases  were  in  sucn  a  position  that  day  and  night  they  could  direct  fire 
into  any  area  surrounding  the  city. 

1st  Brigade  operations  throughout  November  were  closely  co-ordinated 
with  South' Vietnamese  Army  (ARVN)  airborne  battalions  and  South  Vietnamese 
Marine  Battalions  that  had  moved  into  the  TAX  NINH  region  at  the  height 
of  the  enemy  attacks  in  September  and  had  remained  in  the  area  in  force 
to  defend  the  city  against  the  continued  enemy  threat  to  the  city.  In 
addition,  the  brigade  maneuver  battalions  worked  closely  with  local  Regional 
Force  (RF)  and  Popular  Force  (PF)  units  in  conducting  joint  and  combined 
offensive  operations  against  suspected  enemy  positions  and  supply  areas. 
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In  the  month  of  November,  the  enemy  made  no  attempt  to  carry  out  his 
threat  to  renew  his  attack  on  TAY  NINH,  Fighting  was  generally  light  despite 
extensive  1st  Brigade  eeforts  to  seek  out  the  enemy. 

The  month  of  November  in  the  2nd  Brigade  area  of  operations  saw  almost 
daily  small  scale  con* • cts  with  local  force  enemy  units  in  the  CITADEL- 
HO  BO  Woodt-FILHOL  Plantation  complex  north  of  route  1,  the  SUGAR  MILL  region 
of  DUC  HUE  and  in  the  MY  HANH-DUC  HOA-BAO  TRAI  triangle. 

The  2nd  Battalion, '12th  Infantry  working  out  of  Fire  Support  Base 
STUART  at  TRANG  BANG  and  Fire  Support  Base  PERSHING  to  the  northeast 
conducted  extensive  offensive  operations  in  the  CITADEL  to  locate  numerous 
enemy  supply  caches  and  small  base  camp  complexes.  For  the  first  half 
of  the  month,  the  4th  Battalion,  9th  Infantry  working  out  of  Fire  Support 
Base  PATTON  near  TRUNG  LAP  also  operated  extensively  in  the  CITADEL.  On 
19  November,  the  1st  Battalion  (Mechanized),  5th  Infantry  moved  into  PallON 
to  replace  the  4th  of  the  9th  in  the  TRUNG  LAP  area. 

Although  no  large  scale  actions  by  the  enemy  were  encountered,  the 
brigade  working  in  the  CITDADEL  experienced  daily  difficulties  with  mines 
and  booby  traps  that  the  enemy  planted  throughout  the  region. 

The  2nd  Battalion,  14th  Infantry  working  out  of  Fire  Support  Base 
KEENE  northeast  of  DUC  HOA  continued  to  cohdudt~i.ts  profitable  VCI  operations 
in  the  MY  HANH-DUC  HOA-BAO  TRAI  complex.  Those  continued  operations  largely 
neutralized  the  enemy  infrastructure  in  this  vital  region  to  the  west  of 
SAIGON. 

*  The  2nd  Battalion,  27th  Infantry  and  2nd  Battalion,  34th  Armor  operated 
to  the  east  of  the  CU  CHI  Base  Camp  out  of  Fire  Support  Base  CROCKETT  near 
PHU  HOA  DONG.  In  mid  month,  the  2nd  Battalion,  27th  Infantry  relocated  to 
Fire  Support  Base  REED  in  the  SUGAR  MILL  area  DUC  HUE  destriot  south  of 
IRANG  BANG  to  counter  increased  enemy  activity  in  that  general  area.  Two 
of  the  most  significant  combat  actions  of  November  within  th*  Hivdudnn 
TAOI  occurred  on  the  nights  of  z6  and  28  November  when  the  night  locations 
of  A  Company,  2nd  Battalion,  27th  Infantry  southwest  of  TJl/u«u  naum  came 
under  heavy  ground  attacks.  These  enemy  attacks  were  both  turned  back  with 
a  total  enemy  body  count  of  51 • 

The  beginning  of  November  in  the  3rd  Brigade  area  of  operations  in 
the  northeastern  quadrant  of  the  division  TAOI  found  the  1st  Battalion 
(Mechanized)  5th  Infantry  working  out  of  DAU  TIENG  and  conducting  exten¬ 
sive  sweep  operations  in  the  BEN  CUI  and  MICHELIN  Rubber  Plantations, 

*fE3Tlst  Battalion ,  27th  Infantry  was  deployed  in  the  TRAPEZOID  to  the 
south  of  DAU  TIENG  operating  out  of  Fire  Support  Base  MAHONE  near  THANH 
AN.  In  the  meantime,  the  2nd  Battalion  (Mechanized),  22nd  Infantry  operated 
in  the  BOI  LOI  Wocds  out  of  Fire  Support  Bases  McNAIR  and  kDOD. 

As  was  the  case  in  the  2nd  Brigade  area  of  operations,  the  maneuver 
battalions,  of  the  3rd  Brigade  experienced  almost  daily  small  scale  contacts 
with  enemy  local  force  units.  The  daily  sweep  operations  resulted  in  the 
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location  of  numerous  supply  caches  and  small  base  camp  complexes.  Extensive 
use  by  the  enemj-  of  mines  and  booby  traps  posed  a  critical  for  the  brigade 
elements  in  the  execution  of  their  extensive  daily  sweep  operations  and 
reconnaissance- in-force  activities , 

The  month  of  December  saw  a  marked  ir  crease*  in  the  occurrence  of 
significant  combat  actions  as  the  enemy  main  force  units  located  in  Cambodia 
made  an  obvious  attempt  to  mount  increased  operations  within  the  division's 
TAOI.  In  addition  to  more  intense  ground  contacts  with  enemy  forces,  the 
division's  three  base  camps  at  CU  CHI,  TaY  NINH  and  DaU  flENG  was  subjected 
to  increased  attacks  by  fire. 

In  the  1st  Brigade,  the  general  pre-emptive  operations  around  TaY  NINH 
City  were  continued  and  expanded  with  the  employment  of  an  additional  fire 
support  base,  Fire  Support  Base  MITCHELL,  southwest  of  the  city.  To  counter 
an  Increased  enemy  threat  from  the  southwest,  the  4tb  Battalion,  9th  Infantry 
was  placed  under  the  operational  control  of  the  1st  Brigade  and  assigned 
an  AO  in  that  area.  This  battalion  established  Patrol  Base  MOLE  (later 
redesignnated  Fire  Support  Base  SEDGEWICK)  from  which  to  mount  its  pre¬ 
emptive  operations. 

Between  15  and  22  December,  MITCHELL  and  MOLE  became  the  focal  points 
in  the  1st  Brigade's  actions  to  destroy  the  renewed  enemy  movements  against 
TAY  NINH,  This  effort  came  to  a  climax  on  22  December  when  Patrol  Base 
MOLE  became  the  target  of  a  regimental  size  enemy  assault. , . .the  largest 
single  enemy  effort  in  the  division  TAOI  since  August-September,  This 
attack  was  turned  back  with  the  enemy  sustaining  8l  dead  by  body  count 
and  an  addition  120  killed  or  wounded  as  indicated  by  blood  trails  and 
drag  marks  leading  away  from  the  contact  site.  With  this  defeat,  the 
enemy  main  force  units  again  retired  across  the  border  into  Cambodia, 
and  the  immediate  threat  to  TAY  NINH  was  relieved. 

The  pattern  of  operations  in  December  within  the  2nd  Brigade  area  of 
operations  was  generally  similar  to  that  of  November  with  an  increase  of 
enemy  aocivity  in  the  CITADEL  and  the  area  to  the  south  and  west  of  TRANG 
BANG^Ihe  2nd  Battalion,  12th  Infantry  and  1st  Battalion  (Mechanized),  5th 
Infantry  were  successful  in  countering  these  increased  enemy  activities 
in  the  CITADEL  while  the  2nd  Battalion,  27th  Infantry  turned  back  enemy 
probes  south  and  west  of  TRANG  BANG, 

Subsequent  to  Christmas  day  and  the  cease  fire  that  was  in  effect 
on- that  day,  2nd  Brigade  elements  moved  into  the  MUSHROOM  area  to  the 
immediate  north  of  the  CITADEL  and  the  HO  BO  Woods  to  capture  and  destroy 
significant  quantities  of  rice  that  the  enemy  attempted  to  position  in 
that  area  under  the  protection  of  the  cease  fire. 

In  the  3rd  Brigade  area  of  operations  in  December,  the  1st  Battalion, 
27th  Infantry  continued  to  concentrate  on  the  destruction  of  the  enemy 
strongholds  in  the  TRAPEZOID  area.  Although  the  battalion  continued  to 
experience  almost  dAily  contact  with  the  enemy  in  that  area,  the  long 
term  suocess  of  the  battalion's  operations  in  the  TRAPEZOID  began  to 
become  apparent  in  the  progressively  reduced  severity  of  these  daily 
contacts, 
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The  tnd  Battalion,  22nd  Infantry  continued  Its  operations  In  the 
BOL  LCI  Woods  throughout  Deoember.  The  battalion's  major  engagement 
during  the  month  ooourred  of  17  Deoember  when  it  defeated  an  enemy 
battalion  else  ambush  along  route  239 »  the  MSR  between  TAY  NINH  and 
QAU  TISNQ.  The  enemy  attempted  to  ambush  a  logistioal  motor  oonvoy 
along  this  stretoh  of  road.  However,  quick  reaotion  by  meoh^Laed 
battalion  elements  seouring  the  main  supply  route  resulted  in  the 
enemy  lofs  of  73  men  by  body  oount. 

The  month  of  January  found  oombat  action  through  the  division  TAOI 
relatively  light  and  soattered*  The  disposition  of  divisional  elements 
in  all  three  brigades  remained  relatively  oonstant  as  the  taotioal 
situation  during  the  month  remained  somewhat  static.  The  1st  Brigade 
continued  to  defend  TAY  NINH,  the  2nd  Brigade  continued  its  extensive 
operations  in  the  CITADEL,  to  the  south  and  west  of  TRANG  BANG  and  in 
the  MY  HANHrDUC  HOA-BAO  TRAI  triangle,  and  the  3rd  Brigade  continued 
operations  principally  in  the  TRAPEZOID  and  BOI  101  Woods. 

The  one  significant  oombat  operation  in  January  that  differed  from 
the  previeus  two  months  was  the  operation  of  the  3rd  Squadron,  4th 
Cavalry  in  the  southern  portion  of  the  BOX  LOT  Woods.  Working  under 
^IfRisional  control,  the  squadron  moved  into  tho  southern  BOI  LOI  in 
response  %  Intelligence  indications  of  increased  enemy  activity  in  this 
region.  The  operation  which  continued  throughout  the  last  two  weeks 
of  the  nogth  resulted  in  several  significant  contacts, 

throughout  the  reporting  period  security  of  the  main  supply  routes 
between  the  numerous  division  installations  and  field  locations  was  a 
continuous  requirement.  The  enemy  wa?  active  in  his  efforts  to  interdict 
tfeese  routes  either  by  ambush  activities  or  the  planting  of  mines  and 
booby  traps.  The  division's  mechanized  units,  namely  the  cavalry  squadron, 
armor  battalion  and  three  mechanized  infantry  battalions,  were  given  the 
mission  of  road  security  in  their  respective  areas  of  operation  in  addition 
to  their  other  duties. 

Two  of  the  major  combat  actions  during  the  reporting  period,  those  of  17 
December  and  14  January,  involved  enemy  battalion  size  ambush  attests 
against  logistical  motor  convoys.  In  both  cases,  elements  of  the  2nd 
-ijjfttalion  (Mechanized),  22nd  Infantry  reacted  quickly  to  the  situation 
to  inflidt  heavy  casualties  upon  the  enemy.  The  detection  of  mines  along 
the  MSRs  was  a  daily  occurrence.  Personnel  from  the  division's  63th 
Engineer  Battalion  worked  closely  in  support  of  the  maneuver  elements 
to  minimize  the  threat  posed  by  this  enemy  tactic. 

Engineer  elements  were  also  active  in  the  division  TAOI  throughout 
tike  >eporti4£  period  in  extensive  land  clearing  operations.  This  program 
was  undertaken  to  deny  cover  and  concealment  to  the  enemy  in  areas  which 
he  was  known  to  use  for  infiltration  and  movement,  A  total  of  22.977 
acres  of  land  were  cleared  by  the  Rome  plows  of  the  division  engineer 
battalion  and  supporting  non-divlsional  engineer  elements.  Large  scale 
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olearing  was  accomplished  in  the  TRAPEZOID,  BOX  LOX  Woods,  the  CITADEL 
and  areas  around  TRANG  BANG  and  BAU  DIEU, 

Aerial  tranport  and  fire  support  for  maneuver  elements  played  an 
important  role  in  the  taotioal  operations  of  the  25th  Infantry  Division 
during  the  reporting  period.  Helicopter  troop  lift  provided  the  needed 
rapid  mobility  to  cope  with  and  react  to  enemy  presenoe  and  activity 
within  the  TAOI.  Helicopter  gunships  were  instrumental  is  virtually 
every  oontaot  between  25th  Infantry  Division  elements  and  the  enemy. 
Aerial  logistioal  resupply  by  helicopter  of  troops  in  the  field  and 
aerial  medical  evacuation  were  an  integral  part  of  the  divisions's  daily 
aoitivitifa. 

Air  Force  fighter-bomber  air  strikes  were  a  prominent  faotor  in 
over  powering  the  enemy  where  ever  a  oontaot  developed  and  in  pre¬ 
empting  his  activities  by  striking  at  susDeoted  base  camp  and  supply 
locations.  Although  the  numl  of  B-52  strikes  in  the  division  area 

reduced  in  number  from  the  previous  reporting  period,  these  attacks 
continued  to  have  a  devastating  effect  on  enemy  capabilities,  operation j 
and  morale. 

Closely  associated  to  all  military  operations  conducted  against 
enemy  main  force  and  local  force  units  throughout  the  reporting  period 
wa">  divisional  partii  ipation  in  the  nationwide  campaign  of 
accelerated  pacification  go  increase  government  of  South  Vietnam 
wvwy  iiujiuence  and  control  in  rural  villages',  hamlets  and  areas. 

Within  the  25th  Infantry  Division,  this  campaign  was:  designated  the 
"Colors  Up"  Program  with  the  objective  of  upgrading  Gw.,  influence  ana 
control  in  selected  villages  and  hamlets  within  HaU  NGHIA,  ftkX  NIMH 
and  BINH  DUONG  Provinces. 

To  facilitate  "Colon  Dp",  divisional  maneuver  battalions  were 
assigned  specifio  GVN  goverment  districts  within  their  respective 
areas  of  operations  and  given  the  mission  tc  .implement  the  accelerated 
pacification  program  in  these  districts.  Battalion  commander*  .ere 
directed  to  establish  close  liaison  and  co-ordinatica  witn  uxStrlet 
chiefs  and  other  local  political  and  military  authorities  in  order  to 
develop  co-ordinated  and  joint  operations  designed  to  destroy  the  Viet 
Cong  political  and  guerilla  infrastructure  (VCI)  in  these  areas. 

In  addition,  the  battalions  were  directed  to  conduct  co-ordinated 
and  joint  civic  action  and  psychological  operations  (P3X0PS)  programs 
to  further  the  economic,  social  and  political  development  of  "target" 
villages  and  hamlets. 

Throughout  the  reporting  period,  considerable  emphasis  was  given 
to  the  planning  and  execution  of  joint  operations  with  South  Vietnamese 
military  forces.  On  a  daily  basis,  divisional  elements  joined  with 
South  Vietnamese  Army  (ARVN)  forces  or  Regional  Force/Popular  Force 
(RF/PF)  units  to  conduct  reconnaissanoe-in-forse,  combat  assaults  or 
night  ambush  operations.  This  practice  was  effective  in  nroduoing  an 
upgrading  of  the  training  of  Vietnamese  military  organization  within 
the  TAOI. 
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B.  Chronology  of  significant  actions. 

1  November 

Combat  actions  within  the  1st  Brigade  area  of "operations  around 
TAY  NINE  were  light.  Numerous  company  siae  reoonnaissenoe-»±n-foroe 
operations  and  platoon  sit*  'night  ambush  patrols  failed  to  establish 
ootflaCt  with  the  enemy. 

Dissimilar  conditions  prevailed  Within  the  2rtd'  Brigade  area  of 
operations  in  the  southern  half  of  the  division  taotloal  area  of 
operational" interest * as  several  llght~knd  scattered  contacts  took'plaue. 

At  0555"  Kottfs  a  night  location  or  the  2nd  Battalion,'  1 2th  Infantry 
located  approximately  6.5  kHobEst'erg  north  of  TRANS  BANG'- (TT518256) 
received  eight  founds  of '82mnf  fioftif  fire  resulting  in  six  personnel 
being  wounded.  The  enemy  fire  was  returned  with  oounter  mortar  and 
artlU  ery  Tire  With  unkhO'.m  ’  results » 

A  road  sweep  team  from  C  Company,  65th  Engineer  Battalion "operating 
in  support  of  the  2nd  Battalion,  1 4th  Infantry  lbea’t*d  and  destroyed  a 
booby  trapped  hand  grenade  along  route  7A  1,5  kilometers  north  of  the 
route  1  village  of  BAU  DIEU  (XT574180),  This  incident  occurred  at  1030 
hours. 

B  Company,  4th  Battalion,  9th  Infantry  sustained'  two  personnel 
wounded  at  1107  hours  when  a  booby  trapped'  hand  grenade  was  tripped 
during  a  search  operation  within  the  HAD"  DIEU  village  coihpl*x  (XT566I69). 
Shortly  thereafter  at  1120  hours,  C  Company,  2nd*  Battalion,  12th  Infantry 
came  under  small  arms  fire  as  it  swept  through  an  are*  5.5  kilometers 
northeast  of  TRANG  BANG.  The  enemy's  fire  was  returned,  and  the  company 
apprehended  one  man  found  in  the  position  from  which  the  fire  oame. 

The  company  escaped  the  contact' without  casualties. 

Later  in  the  day  at  1400  hours,  infantrymen  of  the  2nd  Battalion, 

27th  Infantry  apprehended  two  individuals  loitering  near  the  battalion's 
night  location  seven  kilometers  east  of  the  vJU  CHI  Base  Camp  (XT7’42l65)  . 
Contact  activities  within' the  brigade' terminated  Tor  the  day  at  2340 
hour?  When  a  night location  Of  the  2nd  Battalion,  I 4th  Infantry  Situated 
five  KUdmetera  West  of  the  CD  CHI'Ba’Se  Camp  (XT604l6'5)  wa*  Struck  by  five 
round*  of  82ifim  rtortaF*  fire  and  four  rocket  propelled  grenade*  (RPG)v 
Three  xnfantrymen  were  wounded  in  this  attack  by  fire.  Counter  mortar 
and  artillery  fire  was  placed  on  the  suspected  enemy  positions  with  unknown 
result*. 

Light  and  scattered  aotions  were  also  the  rule  for  the  day  within 
the  3rd  Brigade  area  of  operations  around  DAU  TIENG.  and  in  the  BOX  LOI 
Wood*  and  TRAPEZOID. 

At  0830  hours  in  the  BOI  LOI  Woods  village  of  BAU  DON  (XT40S440), 
a  road  sweep  team  from  D  Company,  65t *  Engineer  Battalion  supporting 
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thr  2htf^Ct»n6A  22Hd  Ihflintry  located  and  destroyed  « 

botftty  trapped  105mm  round,  a  short  time  iat*r  afOBta’iiwurs,  *c  Cottpuny 
of  "MM  1st  BAttlinSh  <mn«UWli*d) ,  5th-  Xhfhntry  loostedaitd  destroys*' 
three  anti-tAnk  Strtes ,  This  incident  occurred  along  Touf  t4~  fm 
south  bf  'wrnmr  Crrei'Wn.'T' **  ”ta#  ebspAny  conducted  <i  clearing  operation* 
of  IhVrbAtfbethSeri  nAD'TIKNCraftd  m  'Stll'Ag*  of  TOUnr'ANV "  "Af  WTUOttW4 
not  f«r  fro*  Where  tho  mines  were  discovered  (XT51 6219).  the- oompeny 
looitad  ind  ’dmwy^r  15  5ouM«  T»r  wwioa  urori*  the  *itM~crrtfcirw«d. 

D  Company,  1st  Battalion ,  2?tb' Infantry " *ooompli<hed  thewowt 
significant  action  of  the  day  when  at  0925“h6urs  it'unooTsrsd  a  large 
oache  during  a  aaarCh  and  destroy  operftww  in  a  woodad  area  hv5 
kilometers  east  of  THANH  AN  (XT583397).  The  company  exploited  the  daOhe 
throughout  the  day  and  captured  200  pounds  of  C-4  explosive,  800- blasting 
oaps,  61  claymore  mines,  seven  anti-personnel  mines,  1,050  small  arms 
rounds,  30  hand  grenades,  five  rifle  grenades,  21  anti-tank  mines,  1000 
pounds  of  rice ,  500  artlllerg  fuses  and  one  pound  of  assorted” dtorumontr. 

While  this  action  was  taking  place  at  1120  hours,  the  battalion** 

A  Company  located  two  pounds  of  documents  as  it  swept  1,5  kilometers  to 
the  south  of  0  Company  (XT581378), 

Company  0,  1st  Battalion  (Meohanlaed) ,  5th  Infantry  searohed  through 
an  area  Idjauent  to  route  239,  the  HSR  between  TAT  NUB  and  DAO  TISNQ,  and 
at  1300  hoars  located  and  destroyed  two  hand  grenade  ah  a  point  mpproaiamhely 
six  kilometers  west  of  DAO  TSENG  (3CT428442).  A  short  ttar  later  at  "1506 
hours,  Ccmqpany  B,  2nd  Battalion  (Maohanixed) ,  22nd'InfAntt*y  Captured*  one 
hand  grenade,  two  rounds  of  H-79  ammunition  and  3G& rounds  of  small  arms 
ammunition.  This  find  took  plaoe  as  the  company  ssarohed  along  route  26 
as  it  passes  through  the  CAP  KH0I  Rubber  Plantation  five  kilometers 
northwest  of  TR0NG  MIT  (XT350445). 

At  1325  hours  the  3rd  Brigade  Combined  Reconnaissance  and!  Intelligence^ 
Platoon  (CHIP)  searching  through  an  area  in  the  MICHELIN  Rubber  Plantation 
three  kilometers  east  of  the  DAD  TIENG  Base  Camp  (XT535477)  loeatsd  one 
82mm  mortar  round. 

The  only  fatalities  euf f srpd  by  thS  division  during-  tfaardsy  occurred* 
st  1500  hours  when  three  members  of  3  Company,  2nd  Battalion  (Mechanized)? 
22nd  Infantry  were  killed  whan  their  Unit  oame  under-  fire  during  ~a  Umep 
operation  along  route  19  seven  kilometers  east  of  GO  DAD  HA  (XT459252). 

One  Infantryman  was  also  wounded  by  the  firs  whiob  was  returned  by  the 
company  with  unknown  results* 

The  final  motion  of  tha  day  within  the  3rd  Brigade  ooourred  at  1600 
hours  on  route  14  six  kilometers  south  OTTBtu  “TIENG  (XT52W>8)  when  a  bull 
doter  assigned  to  the  1st  Battalion  (Mechanised) ,  5th  Infantry  detonated 
an  anti-tank  mine.  Eight  personnel  nearby  were  wounded  by  the  blast  and 
the  vehicle  was  destroyed. 
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Throughout  th*  day  21  oombat  air  strike  sorties  war*  flown  by  Air 
Foroa  flghtar  boabara  against  enemy  targats  In  tha  divisional  taotloal 
araa  of  operational  interest. 


2  November 

Combat  activities  oontibued  relatively  light  throughout  the  day 
within  the  1st  Brigade  area  of  operations  around  TAY'MINH.  At'  1015  hour* 

A  Company,  4th  Battalion  (MSohahlsed),  23rd  Infantry  discovered  and 
destroyed  two  rounds  of  82mm  ammunition  during  a  sweep  eight  kilometers 
east  of  NINH  CITY  (XT3Z0501). 

An  element  of  the  Military  Intelligence  Oetaohment  working  in  direot 
support  of  the  1st  Brigade  apprehended  on*  suspeoted  enemy  in  a  village 
along  route  13  immediatly  outside  th*  TAY  NINH  Base  Camp  (XT1 65507).  This 
inoldent  took  place  at  1900  hours. 

In  the  2nd  Brigade  area  of  operations,  action  continued  light  and 
scattered. 

Two  members  of  C  Company,  4th  Battalion.  9th  Infantry  were  wounded 
by  the  detonation  of  a  cluster  of  nine  booby  trapped  hand  grenades,,  The; 
explosion  ooourred  at  0900  hours  as  ths  company  swept  through  the' northern 
HO  BO  Woods  ons  kilometer  south  of  ths  MUSHROOM  In  the  SAIGON  Elver  (XT 564168) . 
Further  to  the  south  in  th*  battalion  araa  of  operations,  A  Company 
sustained  five  men  wounded  to  a  booby  trapped  hand  grenade  at  0945  hours. 

The  incident  took  place  as  the  company  searched  through  the  BAU  DIEU  village 
complex  along  route  1  midway  between  TRANG  BING  and  CD  CHI  (XT568170). 

C  Company,  2nd  Battalion,  12th  Infantry  uncovered  a  half  pound  of 
enemy  documents  at  1240  hours  as  it  pushed  through  suspected  enemy 
positions  six  kilometers  north  of  TRANG  BANG  (XT 503255). 

Action  was  heavy  during  the  afternoon  in  the  are*  of  operations  of 
the  2nd  Battalion,  14th  Infantry  around  DUG  H0A  and  BOA  TRAI.  At  1445 
hours  D  Company  sweeping  five  kilometers  northeast  of  DUC  H0A  (XS633996) 
apprehended  two  VC  suspects.  An  hour  later  A  Company  operating  six 
kilometers  east  of  EAO  TRAI  (XT580O52)  apprehended  a  VC  Suspect. 

A  Company  remained  in  this  general  area,  and  at  1616  hours  helicopter 
gunships  flying  in  support  of  the  company  detected  a  small  group  of  armed 
enemy  (XT589054).  The  helicopter  engaged  the  enemy,  and  the  ground  troops 
moved  into  the  contact  site  to  discover  three  dead  enemy  and  two  AK-47 
rifles.  Between  1630  and  1715  hours  as  the  ground  troops  searched  the 
contact  area,  one  enemy  soldier  turned  himself  into  the  troop  as  a  Hoi 
Chanh,and  one  individual  was  detained  as  a  suspected  enemy,, 

Later  in  the  afternoon  one  member  of  C  Company,  4th  Batt*lion0  9th 
Infantry  was  wounded  when  he  detonated  an  anti-personnel  mine.  The 
explosion  occurred  at  1815  hours  as  the  company  searched  along  route  15 
in  the  northern  HO  B0  Woods  several  hundred  meters  south  of  the  SAIGON 
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am*  (xrtiOT). 

Thr  27tar  Ihfhhtry  expsrisnoed  its  lone  contact  bf 

tha  dUjr  At  2000"fiMDrt'«  in  atfbUlh  patrol  from  D  Cbmpahy  hiding  at  a 
lomtloft  TU*  mobsters'  vost  of  m  -coom  ><(Zr738X‘)8)'  oAgaftOd  'An 
estimated  ensny  squad,  After  the  brier  fire  fight  Ceased,  the  wmy 
withdraw  abandoning  3, 000' rounds  of  small  arm*  ammunition,  on*  M-l6 
riflo  and  on*  pound  of  aa sorted  dofuments,  On*  infantryman  was  wounded 
by  tilt  enemy's  return  firm. 

lotion  in  tha  3rd  Brigade  10  for  tha  day  oanttred  in  the  TRAPEZOID 
and  BOI  LOZ  Woods. 

Activities  began  at  1015  hour a  whan  C  Company,  lat  Battalion  (Meoh*s 
anlaed),  3th  Infantry  located  and  daatroyad  two  82am  mortar  round*;  The  " 
find  took  plaoa  along  route  14  approximately  five  kilometers  south  of~OA0 
TUBS  (XT 516419)  a*  the  oompahy  participated  in  the  dally  sweep  of  that- 
road.  The  3rd  Brigade  CRIP  also  sweeping  in  the  same  area  (XT5L8415)  at 
1040  hours  reoeived  one  enemy  who  turned  himself  in  as  a  Hoi  Cbanh  and 
also  apprehended  40  VC  euspeots. 

Meanwhile  in  the  BOX  L0I  Woods,  B  Company,  2nd  Battalion  (Mechanised), 
22nd  Infantry  apprehended  two  VC  euspeots  at  1100  hours  as  the  unit 
searched  an  area  along  rout#  19  two  kilometers  south'  of  the  village  of 
Bid  00H  (XT434337).  C  Company  of  the  battalion  was  sweeping  nine  kilometer* 
east  of  Bid  DON  (516333)  where  at  1105  hours  it  uncovered  15  pounds  of 
madleal  supplies  end  two  pounds  of  documents  in  an  abandoned  bunker  ooapferrr 
Pushing  approximately  two  kilometers  east  of  this  looation  (XT530330) 
at  1210  hours,  the  ooopany  discovered  another  eneuy  bunker  containing  two 
gas  masks. 

▲t  1125  hours  the  3rd  Brigade  CRIP  continuing  its  search  -operation 
along  route  14  five  kilometers  south  of  Did  TIEN0  (XT 51041 3)  discovered 
20  blasting  oaps,  one  pound  of  C-4  explosive,  125  rounds  of  small  arms 
ammunition  and  700  pounds  of  rice. 

C  Company,  1st  Battalion,  27th  Infantry  experienced  that  battalion  *  e 
first  aetion  for  the  day  when  at  1220  hours  it  discovered  and  destroyed 
an  anti-tank  nine  during  a  sweep  operation  4.5  kilometers  east  of  THANH- 
AN  village  (XT573390).  The  battalion's  A  Company  sweeping  approximately 
five  kilometers  south  of  DAO  TIENQ  (IT 51 641 5)  at  1320  hours  captured 
three  Pile  and  one  .45  caliber  pistol  0 

Xe£a£  JS  the  day  the  Soout  Platoon,  1st  Battalion  (Mechanised) ,  5th 
Infantry  appreHSUdUl  two  VC  suspects.  This  pick  up  took  place  at  1540 
hours  as  the  platoon  moved  along' route  239,  the  MSR  between  TAX  NINH  and 
Did  TIENQ,  one  kilometer  west  of  DAU  TIENG  (XT46946?). 

The  let  Battalion,  27th  Infantry  claimed  the  final  two  actions  for 
the  day  in  the  3rd  Brigade  area  of  operations,  A  Company  searching 
throughTHANH  AH  village  (XT533377)  at  1615  hours  dlsoovered  five  pounds 
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of  medioal  supplies  in  s  hat*  An  ambush  patrol  from  C  Company  looatsd 
thrss  kilomatsrs  mast  of  tha  yillago  (XT563389)  engaged  four  enemy  with 
olaymore  minaa  at  1945  hours,  tha  patrol  movad  forward  to  looata  throa 
anamy  daad  from  tha  blast* 

Air  Foroa  olosa  air  support  for  tha  day  consisted  of  26  fighter- 
bomber  sorties  against  anamy  positions.  Bomb  damage  assessment  following 
these  air  strikes  revei|md  ning  enemy  dead  by  body  count * 

3  November 

Aotion  in  art  around  TAY  NJNH  was  extremely  light  as  1st  Brigade  unit 
failed  to  register  a  single  oontaot  with  the  enemy  despite  wide  ranging 
sweep  and  search  operations* 

The  2nd  Brigade  reoorded  numerous  small  contacts*  however*  as  It 
conducted  similar  operations  in  the  southern  half  of  the  division  taotioal 
area  of  operational  interest. 

Activities  oommeneed  at  0020  hours  when  an  ambush  patrol  from  C 
Company,  2nd  Battalion,  2?th  Infantry  engaged  six  enemy  from  a  position 
eight  kilometers  east  of  the  CTJ  CHI  Base  Camp  (XT7381b6)»  The  patrol  hit 
the  enemy  with  small  arms*  automatic  weapons*  M-79  and  81mm  mortar  fire. 
Artillery  was  also  oalled  in.  A  sweep  of  the  looation  after  the  firing 
oeased  revealed'  two  enemy  dead  and  two  AK-47  rifles. 

Later  in  the  morning  at  0748  hours*  an  infantryman  from  A  Company 
2nd  Battalion,  14th  Infantry  was  wounded  by  •  booby  trapped  hand  grenade 
that  he  tripped  as  his  unit  moved  on  a  sweep  through  an  area  eight 
kilometers  southeast  of  BAO  THAI  (XT606GZ5). 

At  084-5  A  Company,  2nd  Battalion,  Infantry  located  three  enemy  bodies 
as  it  searched  five  kilometers  west  of  PHU  CUONG  (XT?5?152) «  An  anti¬ 
personnel  mine  wounded  on*  man  from  C  Company,  2nd  Battalion,  12th  Infantry 
as  that  unit  pushed  through  an  area  12  kilometers  northeast  of  TRAMG  BANG 
(17577280)0  The  blast  occurred  at  0935  hours. 

At  1030  hours  personnel  from  B  Company,  2nd  Battalion,  27th  Infantry 
operating  in  a  area  eight  kilometers  east  of  the  CU  CHI  Base  Camp  (XT742164) 
discovered  a  tunnel.  The  tunnel  was  engaged  with  a  hand  grenade  and  two 
enemy  dead  were  located  within  the  hole.  A  short  time  later  at  1035  hours, 

B  Company,  2nd  Battalion,  12th  Infantry  reported  that  it  had  detained  an 
enemy  suspect  two  kilometers  northeast  of  TR0NG  LAP  (XT60422<*)o 

A  Company,  2nd  Battalion,  14th  Infantry  continued  its  searoh  operation 
seven  kilometers  east  of  BAO  TRAI  (XT599052) ,  and  at  1050  hours  apprehended 
an  'Snemy  suspect  for  questioning.  Two  additional  suspeots  were  detained 
at  1110  hours  by  A  Company,  2nd  Battalion,  12th  Infantry  it  swept  through- 
an  area  4,5  kilometers  northeast  of  TRUNG  LAP  (XT630239).  A  Company,  2nd 
Battalion,  l4th  Infantry  picked  up  still  another  detainee  at  1130  hours 
as  it  pushed  its  search  operation  for  the  day  to  a  point  8,5  kilometers 
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sut  of  BiO  rail  ( 11606055), 

The  4th  Battalion,  9th  fofantry  rtoorded  Its  first  action  of  the 
day  it  1251  hours  as  ths  units  Company  0  swept  through  ths  northern 
HO  ‘BO  Woods  In  ths  vieinty  of  the  MUSHROOM  In  ths  SAIGON  Riser.  0 
Company  uncovered  an  enemy  food  oaehe  containing  5.000  pounds  of  rios 
UT565323/ . 

A  tank  from  A  Company.  2nd  Battalion.  34th  Armor  was  damaged  and 
one  crew  member  was  wounded  at  1415  hours  when  the  vehicle  detonated 
an  anti-tank  mine  while  moving  along  route  ?A  one  kilometer  north  of 
BAU  DIEU  (XT 56l?2)«  An  hour  an  a  half  later.  A  Company.  2nd  Battalion 
14th  Infantry  reported  that  it  had  discovered  a  cache.  240  RPG  rounds, 
at  a  looation  seven  kilometers  east  of  BAO  TRAI  (XT594031)o 

A  Company.  2nd  Battalion.  34th  Armor  assisted  by  B  Company.  2nd 
Battalion.  12th  Infantry  continued  its  search  in  the  area  north  of 
BAU  DIEU  where  one  of  the  armor  battalion  tanks'  had  struck  a  mine' 
earlier  in  the  afternoon.  At  1615  hours  this  oombined  force  received 
small  arms  fire  which  wounded  one  man*  The  enemy  fire  was  immediately 
returned  and  helicopter  gunehips  rushed  to  the  seene  as  the  enemy  was 
driven  off*  No  results  of  the  return  fire  could  be  determined'.' 

C  Company  4th  Battalion.  9th  Infantry  added  to  its  early  capture 
of  rice  as  it  swept  through  the  northern  HO  BO  Woods'.  At  1825'  hours 
the  company  uncovered  4.700  pounds  of  rice  southeast  of  the  MUSHROOM 
(XT6l7309)o  A  short,  time  later  at  1345  hours  the -battalion’s  a  Company 
operating  with  other  forces  immediately  to  the  north  of  BAU  DIEU  (XT56172) 
apprehended  two  suspected  enemy.  Company  D  which  had  msde  the  first  riee 
find  earlier  in  the  day  left  a  stay  behind  ambush  patrol  as  it  departed 
the  area  for  its  night  location  (XT560324H  At  2005 'hours  this  ambush 
engaged  an  enemy  soldier  who  moved  into  the  ambush  kill  zone.  The  enemy 
was  killed  and  a. 32  pistol  was“removed'  from  his  body; 

An  ambush  patrol, from  the  25th  Infantry  Division*  3  Lighting  Combat 
Leaders  Course  at  CU  CHI  Base  Camp  found  its  practical  exercise -ambush 
operation  develop  ihto  the  real  thing  at  2030  hours.  The  patrol  camu 
under  enemy  fire  which  wounded  one  of  it's  members-  The  attack  occurred 
two  kilometer  south  of  the  CU  CHI  Base  Camp  (XT663113)  as  the  patrol 
moved  into  position  for  the  night*  The  enemy's  fire  was  returned  by 
the  patrol .and  artillery  fire  from  the  base  camp  was  called  in  to  support 
the  contact. 

The  final  action  within  2nd  Brigade  for  the  day  took  place  at  224^ 
hours  at  the  point  one  kilometer  north  of  BAU  DIEU  (XT56l?2)0  One 
infantryman  was  wounded  when  the  C  Company,  2nd  Battalion,  12th  Infantry 
night  location  received  five  rounds  of  60mm  mortar  fire. 

The  3rd  Brigade  area  of  operations  was  relatively  quiet  for  the  day 
with  the  exception  of  several  incidents  in  the  TRAPEZOID  south  of  DAU 
TIENG, 
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D  Company ,  1st  Battalion.  27th  Infantry  oaptursd  a  prisonar  of  war 
at  0907  hours  as  it  moved  out  of  THAXH  AN  village  on  Its  way  to  a  sweep 
araa,  A  faw  ainutas  latar  at  0940  hours  A  Company.  1st  Battalion  (Mech¬ 
anised)  »  5th  Infantry  raportad  that  It  had  looatad  a  booby  trappad  olustar 
bomb  unit  along  tha  sida  of  routa  14  five  kllomatars  south  of  DAO  TIENG. 

Tha  trap  was  dastroyad  in  place,  Tha  Company's  road  sweap.  however,  failed 
to  dataot  an  anti-tank  mine  a  few  kllomatars  from  where  tha  olustar  bomb 
was  found,  and  at  1030  hours  the  mine  was  detonated  by  traffic  on  tha 
road  wounding  six  personnels 

B  Company,  1st  Battalion,  27th  Infantry  found  itself  in  a  fiaroa 
fire  fight  with  an  unknown  number  of  enemy  as  tha  company  attended  to 
sweep  a  wooded  araa  eight  kilometers  east  of  THANH  AN  (XT6IO39O),  In 
the  fight  that  began  at  1040  hours  and  lasted  into  tha  afternoon,  three 
men  from  B  Company  ware  killed  an  two  ware  wounded,  Tha  enemy  losses 
to  B  Company's  fire  oould  not  be  determined, 

Tha  Battalion's  C  Company  moved  into  the  area  to  reinforce  B  Company 
At  1920  hours  C  Company  found  an  unknown  number  of  enemy  in  -position 
(XT603394)  and  attacked  with  organio  weapons  and  artillery.  After  tha 
supporting  artllleryfire  lifted,  the  eompany  assaulted  into  the  enemy 
position  to  looata  three  dead.  Two  C  Company  personnel  were  wounded 
in  this  oontact. 

The  3rd  Squadron,  4th  Cavalry  conducting  road  clearing  and  security 
operations  along  the  main  supply  route  between  CU  CHI  and  TAX  -«INH 
experienced  two  small  actions  during  the  day0  At  1135  hours  D  Troop 
apprehended  three  suspected  enemy  at  a  point  five  kilometers  southeast 
of  TRANG  BANG,  An  enemy  RPG  launcher  was  discovered  by  B  Troop  at  1600 
hours  in  a  position  along  route  1  3®C  meters  west  of  the  town  limits  of 
TRANG  BANG. 

Troop  C,  3rd  Squadron,  17th  Cavalry  sustained  the  loss  of  one 
light  observation  helicopter  and  one  crewman  wounded  when  an  OHoA 
received  heavy  fire  as  it  flew  over  the  TRAPEZOID  two  kilometers 
north  of  the  SAIGON  River  (XT613358).  The  incident  took  place  at  0620 
hours.  At  1035  hours  a  C  Troop  gunship  located  and  destroyed  an  enemy 
sampan  on  the  SAIGON  River  at  a  point  seven  kilometers  north  of  the 
CU  CHI  Base  Camp  (XT692222), 

Two  enemy  kills  were  recorded  by  Air  Force  fighter-bomber  pilots 
as  19  close  air  support  sorties  were  flown  over  the  division  taotiosl 
area  of  operational  interest. 


4  November 

The  1st  Brigade  continued  to  fin4  little  eontaet  with  the  enemy 
in  spite  of  extensive  search  operations  in  the  general  vicinity  of 
TAY  NINH  The  1st  Brigade,  1st  Cavalry  Division  (Air  J?*£hlcme 

squadron,  1st  Squadron,  7th  Cavalry  began  to  relocate  at  TAX  IZNH  Base 
Camp  from  its  previous  looation  in  I  Corps  to  prepare  for  tne  forth¬ 
coming  operations  in  War  Zone  "C", 


13 

CONFIDENTIAL 


CONFIDENTIAL 


At  1100  hoars  a  fovsrd  air  observer  from  ths  ?th  Battalion ,  11th 
Artillary  looatad  two  enemy  dead  at  a  position  approximately  thraa 
kilometers  vast  of  tha  TAT  HCNH  Basa  Camp  (XT121519) »  This  area  had 
baan  struck  by  artillary  fire  from  tha  base  a amp  at  2130  hours  tha 
prey ions  night  whan  movement  was  deteotedo  At  1100  hours,  tha  1st 
Brigade  Combined  Reconnaissance  and  Intelligence  Platoon  apprehended 
thraa  auspeoted  enemy  while  searching  through  a  Tillage  oomplax  thraa 
kilometers  south  of  tha  Basa  Camp  (XT190490), 

Armed  helioopters  of  B  Troop,  3rd  Squadron,  l?th  Cavalry  at 
1331  hours  dataotad  four  enemy  at  a  looation  12  kilometers  west  of 
DAO  TIENG  (XT603454) ,  Tha  helioopters  engaged  tha  enemy  with  automatic 
weapons  and  rooket  fire  and  aocountad  for  two  kills.  The  aircraft 
were  flying  between  TAX  NLNH  and  their  base  at  DI  AN  whan  they  observed 
tha  enemy. 

Action  in  tha  2nd  Brigade  area  continued* light  and  seatteredo  The 
brigade  Combined  Reconnaissance  and  Intelligence  Platoon  sweeping  5»5 
kilometers  northeast  of  BOA  TRAI  (XT545096)  made  contaot  with  an  unknown 
number  of  enemy  and  aocountad  for  two  enemy  killed  in  a  brief  fire 
fight. 


A  Company,  2nd  Battalion,  l4th  Infantry  on  a  sweep  operation  8,5 
kilometers  east  of  BOA  TRAI  (XT614051)  apprehended  nine  suspected  enemy 
at  0645  hours.  At  0930  hours  personnel  from  C  Company,  65th  Engineer 
Battalion  located  and  destroyed  an  8 lmm  mortar  round  as  they  operated 
in  BAU  DIEU  village  (XT 566169),  Working  north  from  BAU  DIEU  on  route 
7A,  the  engineers  located  and  destroyed  one  booby  trapped  155mm  round 
and  one  booby  trapped  90mm  round,  These  actions  took  place  at  1200  hours 
one  kilometers  north  of  the  village  (XT570173),  A  half  hour  later, 
a  C  Company  Rome  plow  cutting  through  this  same  area  detonated  an  anti¬ 
personnel  mine  which  resulted  in  the  wounding  of  one  man. 

One  kilometer  north  of  BAU  DIEU  (XT574170)  two  members  of  B 
Company,  4th  Battalion,  9th  Infantry  were  wounded,  when  they  tripped  a 
booby  trapped  grenade.  The  incident  occurred  at  1215  hours. 

Later  in  the  afternoon  at  14+5  hours,  B  Company,  2nd  Battalion 
14th  Infantry  apprehended  four  enemy  suspects  during  a  sweep  five 
kilometers  north  of  DUC  HOA  (XT604017),  The  final  significant  aetion 
in  the  brigade  area  occurred  at  2325  hours  when  an  ambush  patrol  from 
C  Company,  2nd  Battalion,  27th  Infantry  engaged  five  enemy  along  route 
8A  3,5  kilometer  west  of  PHU  CU0NG  (XT761140),  The  patrol  hit  the  enemy 
snd  killed  four,  A  search  of  the  area  following  the  ambush  also 
turned  up  four  AK-4?  rifles. 

The  TRAPEZOID  area  south  of  DAU  TIENG  again  was  the  key  area  of 
contact  with  the  enes$r  in  the  3rd  Brigade  area  of  operations. 
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The  Initial  action  of  the  day,  however,  involved  the  3rd  Brigade 
Combined  Reconnaissance  and  Intelligence  Platoon  as  it  swept  through 
the  area  surrounding  the  BEN  CUI  Rubber  Plantation  air  strip  4,5 
kilometer  west  of  DAU  TIENG  (XT450452)  at  0840  hours .  Here  the  platoon 
capture  two,  enemy  personnel  and  took  three  suspects  into  custody  for 
questioning, 

A  sweep  team  from  D.  Company,  65th  Engineer  Battalion  assisting  in 
the  clearing  of  Route  14  from  DAO  TIENG  to  THANH  AN  discovered  and 
destroyed  a  booby  trapped  hand  grenade  along  the  road  three  kilometers 
south  of  DAU  TEISG  (XT 506437),  This  took  place  at  O855  hours. 

Shortly  thereafter  at  0924  hours,  the  2nd  Battalion  (Mechanised), 

22nd  Infantrv  operating  along  Route  26  as  it  passes  through  the  CAU 
KHOI  Rubber  Plantation  eight  kilometer  east  of  TAY  JINH  (XT343451) 
reported' that  an  armed  personnel  carrier  had  struck  an  anti-tank  mine 
on  the  road.  One  infa  ltryman  was  wounded  by  the  explosion  and  the 
vehicle  was- destroyed. 

Back  along  route  14  south  of  DAU  TIENG,  two  members  of  B  Company, 

1st  Battalion  (Mechanised) ,  5th  Infantry  were  wounded  by  a  booby  trapped 
hand  grenade0  This  incident  took  place  at  1020  hours  eight  kilometeiri 
south  of  DAU  TIENG, 

C  Company,  1st  Battalion,  2?th  Infantry  saw  significant  action 
during  the  day  with  a3earch  along  the  bank  of  the  SAIGON  River  two 
kilometers  southeast  of  THANH  AN  (XT.  545363)0  At  1220  hours  the  company 
uncovered  a  sampan  docking  site  and  a  cache  site.  Exploiting  the  find 
throughout  the  afternoon,  the  infantrymen  captured  two  bicycles,  six 
sampan  outboard  motors,  2,035  gallons  of  gasoline,  and  two  sampans 0  At 
1925  hours  as  the  company  was  preparing  to  leave  the  area,  an  unkown 
number  of  enemy  were  observed  approaching  the  site.  The  company  established 
a  hasty  ambush  and  engaged  the  enemy  with  organic  weapons  and  artillery 
killing  four  and  capturing  four  AK-4?  rifles  and  100  rounds  of  small 
arms  ammunitions 0 

D  Troop,  the  Air  Cavalry  troop  of  the  3rd  Squadron,  4th  Cavalry 
encountered  difficulty  at  1835  hours  as  it  larded  its  Aerorifles  Platoon 
to  check  out  a  suspected  enemy  position  two  kilometers  west  of  the 
Route  1  village  of  BAU  DIEU  (XT543163),  As  the  helicopters  touched  down 
they  came  under  heavy  small  arms  fire  which  resulted  in  four  cavalrymen 
killed  and  12  wounded.  Two  U3ID  helicopters  were  shot  down  and  destroyed 
and  two  others  were  damagedo  Enemy  losses  in  the  fierce  fight  could  not 
be  determined. 

Earlier  in  the  day  at  11 36  hours,  a  long  range  reconnaissance  "rtrol 
from  F  Company,  50th  Infantry  (LRP)  ambush#  cLjone  sampan  on  a  canal  in  the 
HO  BO  Woods  north  of  the  CU  CHI  Base  Camp  (XT648300),  Checking  out  the 
area  after  the  ambush,  the  "Lerps"  located  four  enemy  dead  and  a  destroyed 
sampan. 
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Thirty- four  fighter-bomber  air  strikes  war*  flown  by  Air  Force 
pilots  In  support  of  ths  25th  Infantry  Division.  Bomb  damage  assessment 
of  the  strikes  oredited  the  strikes  with  three  enemy  killed  In  action. 

5  November 

The  1st  Brigade  area  of  operations  restained  quiet  throughout  the 
day  with  the  only  significant  action  involving  B  Company.  4th  Battalion 
(Meohanised) ,  23rd  Infantry.  This  unit  joined,  force  with  the  l6lst 
and  686  Keginal  Force  Companies,  the  1st  Brigade  Combined  Reconnaissance 
and  Intelligence  Platoon  and  Vietnamese  National  Police  to  eliar  and 
search  the  village  of  HAU  DUOC  located  on  Route  22  18  kilometers  north 
of  the  TAX  NINH  Base  Camp  (XT1 25655).  At  10 50  hours  the  oompany  reported 
the  detention  of  42  suspects  for  questioning.  At  1145  hours  elements 
of  A  Company,  65th  Engineer  Battalion  operating  in  support  of  the  3rd 
Battalion,  22nd  Infantry  destroyed  two  105mm  rounds  l.jj  kilometers 
north  of  the  TAX  NINH  Base  Camp.  Helieopters  of  B  Troop,  3rd  Squadron 
l?th  Cavalry  enroute  to  their  home  base  at  DI  AN  at  1555  hours  spotted 
an  unknown  number  of  enemy  in  the  TRAPEZOID  area  3*5  kilometers  east 
of  THANH  AN  (XT 567382)0  The  helicopters  swept  in  on  the  enesiy  with 
automatic  weapons  and  rocket  fire  and  accounted  for  two  kills. 

Actions  within  the  2nd  Brigade  continued  at  its  steady  pace.  Activitiei 
began  at  0?20  hours  when  C  Company,  2nd  Battalion,  12th  Infantry  detected 
and  destroyed  three  enemy  claymore  mines  emplaced  6,5  kilometers  north 
of  TRANG  BANGo  At  1200  hours  the  battalion's  D  Company  apprehended 
two  detainees  as  it  swept  through  an  area  10  kilometers  north  of  TRANG 
BANG  (XT 550275)o  Thirty  minutes  later  and  approimately  one  kilometer 
to  thenortheast  (XT55920) ,  the  company  located  a  bunker  containing 
approximately  12  pounds  of  assorted  enemy  documents 0 

Also  at  noon  A  Company,  2nd  Battalion  ,  14th  Infantry  reported  detaining 
two  suspected  enemy  at  a  location  seven  kilometers  west  of  DOC  H0A 
(XT622028)o  Five  minutes  later  C  Company,  2nd  Battalion,  27th  Infantry 
sweeping  seven  kilometers  northwest  of  PHO  ClkwG  iXT742l65)  picked  up 
three  detainee s0 

A  Company 0  2nd  Battalion.  14th  Infantry  continued  it  operation  to 
a  point  6.5  kilometers  north  of  DUC  HQA  (XT607032)  and  detained  another 
suspeot  at  1225  hours. 

Helicopter  gunships  supporting  an  operation  of  D  Company,  2nd 
Battalion,  12th  Infantry  seven  kilometer  north  of  TRANG  B>iNG  (XT472268) 
observed  and  engaged  two  enemy.  One  was  killed  by  the  automatic  weapons 
and  rocket  at -acK.  The  ground  troops  moved  into  the  contact  area  to 
capture  the  other  enemy  soldier. 

The  next  report  of  action  within  the  2nd  Brigade  was  at  1507  hours 
when  D  Company,  2nd  Battalion,  27th  Infantry  captured  150  rounds  of 
small  arms  ammunition  and  {  pound  of  documents  in  an  abindonded  enemy 
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bunker  two  kilometers  west  of  the  Rout*  1  village  of  AP  CHO  (XX678093). 

A  Company,  2nd  Battalion,  14th  Infantry  oontinued  its  sweep  oparation 
north  of  DOC  HOA,  At  1640  hours  tha  company  reportad  apprehending  four 
datainaas  4,5  kilometers  northaast  of  tha  town  (XT63599CJ,  and  at  1730 
hours  tha  oompany  piokad  up  an  additional  two  suspaota  and  ona  confirmed 
Viat  Cong  Xnfrastruotura  toolbar  9.5  kilomatars  north  of  DUC  HOA,  Also 
at  1730  hours  tha  battalion's  D  Company  apprehandad  thraa  datainaas  near 
tha  looation  whara  A  Company  mads  its  1640  hours  datantions  (XT630990), 

In  tha  msantima  tha  battalion  oonoand  and  oontrol  haliooptar 
supporting  Company  A  6.5  kilomatars  north  of  DUC  HOA  (XT609058)  angagad 
one  anemy  soldiar  aooounting  for  ona  killed,  This  action  occurred  at 
1730  hours.  Fifteen  minutes  later  as  tha  haliooptar  was  circling  the 
looation  to  evaluate  its  firm,  two  additional  anemy  ware  observed  and 
taken  under  fire  resultiryg  in  two  more  enemy  kills. 

Night  ambush  patrols  were  active  in  the  brigade  area  of  operation. 

At  1912  hours  a  patrol  from  C  Company,  2nd  Battalion,  27th  Infantry 
encountered  an  unknown  number  of  enemy  at  a  looation  four  kilomatars 
west  of  PHU  CUONG  (XT762l45)0  Tha  patrol  exchanged  fire  with  the  enemy 
sustaining  thraa  wounded.  The  enemy  broke  contaot  and  withdrew  and 
his  losses  could  not  be  determined.  An  ambush  team  from  C  Company, 

2nd  Battalion,  12th  Infantry  engaged  and  killed  one  enemy  soldier  five 
kilometers  north  of  TRANG' BANG  (XT 500246)  at  2005  hours.  In  checking 
the  area  after  the  fire  fight,  the  patrol  located  one  AK-4?  rifle. 

Action  in  the  3rd  Brigade  area  of  operation  for  the  day  was  confined 
to  the  activites  of  the  1st  Battalion,  27th  Infantry  in  the  TRAPEZOID, 

C  Company  commenced  the  1  vttalion's  busy  day  at  0705  hours  when 
it  located  and  destroyed  a:,  anemy  sampan  during  a  search  of  the  bank  of 
the  SAIGON  River  three  kilometers  south  of  THANH  AN  (XT548353).  At 
0940  hours  helicopter  gu.i«hips  f); Ing  in  support  of  the  battalion 
engaged  four  enemy  with  automatic  and  rocket  fire  at  a  location  nine 
kilometers  south  of  DAU  TIENG  in  the  upper  TRAPEZOID  (XT575440), 

Flying  over  the  site  follovdng  the  attack,  the  aircraft  pilots 
observed  one  dead  enemy  soldier, 

D  Company  was  involved  in  a  brief  fire  fight  against  an  unknown 
number  of  enemy  at  1245  hours  as  it  sonducttd  a  sweep  operation  10 
kilometers  east  of  DAU  TIENG  (XT59l449)o  Enemy  losses  could  not  be 
determined.  One  infantryman  was  wounded  by  enemy  fire  at  1445  hours  as 
the  company  again  came  under  fire  a  short  distance  from  its  initial 
contact  site  ( XT 597447) 3  The  company  returned  the  enemy  fire  with 
organic  weapons  and  supporting  artillery  anJ  assaulted  into  the  enemy 
position.  There  it  located  seven  enemy  dead,  one  AK--47  rifle  and 
200  rounds  of  small  arms  ammunition. 

One  long  range  patrol  from  F  Company,  50th  Infantry  (LRP)  came  under 
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fire  at  1845  hour*  at  this  position  In  ths  upper  HO  BO  Woods  13  kilometers 
north  of  ths  CO  CHI  Basa  Camp  (XT642292),  Ths  patrol  ratumad  tha  anamy 
fira  and  was  axtraotad  by  hallooptar  without  casualties. 

In  tha  air  war  ovar  tha  division  taotioal  araa  of  operational  interest 
Air  Poroa  fighter-bomber*  mads  42  strikaa  against  enemy  positions  in  olosa 
air  support  aotivity.  Assaasmant  of  these  strikas  datsminad  snowy  losses 
to  ba  20  anamy  killed,  1»500  pounds  of  rioa  dastroyad  and  ona  AX-47  rifla 
and  ona  RPG  rookat  launohar  dastroyad , 

6  November 

Light  action  oontinuad  tc  oharactarisa . tha  results  of  swaap  and 
aaaroh  operations  by  units  within  tha  1st  Brigade  as  C  Company,  3rd 
Battalion,  22nd  Infantry  was  tha  only  unit  to  realise  any  suooass.  At 
0330  hours  tha  unit  dastroyad  two  anamy  hand  grenade? during  a  swaap 
five  kilometers  north  of  TAX  NINH  Basa  Camp  (XT22?565)o  Turning  towards 
NUI  BA  OEN  Mountain  later  in  the  morning,  the  oompany  destroyed  ona 
175mm  round  at  a  point  ona  kilometer  west  of  tha  mountain's  basa 
(XT245575). 

In  ths  2nd  Brigade  area  of  operation  at  0200  hours,  tha  CU  CHI 
Base  Camp  (XT6515)  was  struck  by  13  rounds  of  8 2mm  mortar  fire  wounding 
six  personnel.  The  enemy's  fire  was  returned  by  the  oamp's  artillery 
with  unknown  as suits. 

The  major  action  in  the  division  area  occurred  at  0237  hours  when 
enemy  sappers  destroyed  50  feet  of  the  PHU  CU0NG  Bridge  over  the  SAIGON 
River  (XT802141),  At  0200  hours  elements  of  A  Company,  2nd  Battalion, 

34th  Armor  and  A  Company,  2nd  Battalion,  27th  Infantry  guarding  the 
bridge  heard  noises  in  the  water  whioh  they  engaged  with  hand  grenades. 

The  0237  explosion  occurred  15  feet  below  the  water  line  and  collapsed 
one  span  on  the  south  side  of  the  bridge,  A  tank  located  on  the  bridge 
fell  into  the  watc.r  with  the  span  and  was  declared  a  combat  lose.  One 
man  was  killed  by  the  blast  and  eight  were  wounded.  The  following 
morning  one  enemy  sapper  in  scuba  diving  gear  was  found  dead  a  short 
distance  from  the  site. 

At  0935  hours  C  Company,  2nd  Battalion,  14th  Infantry  conducting 
a  sweep  operation  4,5  kilometers  north  of  DUC  H0A  (XT644$90)  apprehended 
one  enemy  suspect.  Twenty  minutes  later  D  Company,  2nd  Battalion,  27th 
Infantry  reported  the  discovery  of  two  eceray  bodies  at  a  location  four 
kilometers  west  of  PHU  CUOLG, 

The  2nd  Battalion,  12th  Infantry  centering  its  extensive  operations 
in  the  CITADEL  and  HO  BO  .-/oods  reported  several  minor  ammunition  finds 
in  the  early  afternoon.  At  1215  hours  D  Company  discovered  and  destroyed 
two  82mm  mortar  rounds  during  a  sweep  through  the  northern  HO  B0  Woods 
14  kilometers  north  of  the  CU  CHI  Base  Camp  (XT640304),  C  Company 
conducting  similar  operations  in  the  CITADEL  6,5  kilometers  north  of 
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TRainQ  BANG  (XT506258)  looated  *nd  destroyed  two  RPQ-2  rocket  rounds. 

At  1235  hours  D  Company  continuing  its  aweep  through  the  northern  Ho  Bo 
Woods  looated  and  destroyed  one  250  pound  bomb  in  the  vioinity  of 
XT637299. 

The  Soout  Platoon.  2nd  Battalion.  34th  Armor  soarohing  west  of  the 
route  1  village  AP  CHO  disoovered  two  significant  ammunition  oaches 
during  the  afternoon.  At  1445  hours  the  platoon  uncovered  and  destroyed 
36  60mm  mortar  rounds  and  lI’RPG-2  rocket  rounds  three  kilometer  west 
of  the  town  (XT67092),  An  hour  later  the  unit  moved  one  kilomoter  to  tie 
east  (XT682090)  where  it  located  and  destroyed  152  hand  grenades.  9  Ki'G-2 
rounds.  $0  pounds  of  TNT  and  87  rounds  of  82mm  mortar  ammunition. 

The  4th  Battalion.  9th  Infantry  awitoied  its  search  operations 
to  the  P.XLHOL  Rubber  Plantation  immediataly  nor  oh  of  CU  CHI  Base 
Camp  and  experienced  one  find  in  the  early  evening.  At  1820  hours  *• 
bunker  was  unoovsred  vhioh  contained  one  SK3  carbine  and  four  ,-ou  .1.. 
of  enemy  documents.  The  bupker  was  located  4.5  kilometers  norOieast  of 
CO  CHI. 

Action  for  the  day  within  the  2nd  Brigade  area  onded  at  2130  hour; 
when  a  element  of  A  Company.  2nd  Battalion,  12th  Infantry  was  the  target 
for  a  single  hand  grenAde  as  the  unit  moved  six  kilometers  north  of 
TRANG  BANG  (XT500250).  One  infantryman  was  wounded  ./hen  the  grenade 
exploded.  The  unit's  return  fire  failod  to  account  for  any  enemy  lossee. 

The  3rd  Brigade  area  of  operations  was  also  relatively  quiet 
throughout  the  day.  At  0845  hours  B  Company,  1st  Battalion,  27th 
Infantry  sweeping  one  kilometer  north  of  THANH  AN  (Xf 531390)  located 
and  destroyed  two  anti-tank  mines.  The  3rd  Brigade  Combined  Reconnaissance 
and  Intelligence  Platoon  and  an  element  from  the  25th  Military 
Intelligence  Detachment  moved  into  an  area  1.5  kilometers  northwest  of 
the  DAU  TIENG  Base  Camp  where  one  enemy  suspect  was  detained  for 
questioning  at  0900  hours. 

Company  B,  lat  Battalion  (Mechanised),  5th  Infantry  sweeping 
route  14  between  DAU  TIENG  and  THA.JH  Ah  uncovered  two  anti-tank  mines 
in  the  road  five  kilometers  south  of  OaU  TIS..G  (NT 51 5420),  These  mines 
were  removed  and  destroyed. 

The  final  action  within  the  brigade  for  the  day  occurred  at  1403 
hours  when  D  Company,  1st  Battalion,  2?th  Infantry  located  and  destroyed 
five  blasting  caps  and  one  bicycle  2.5  kilometers  west  of  T HAwH  >ui 
(XT561379). 

B  Troop,  3rd  Squadron,  4th  Cavalry  worked  in  the  area  surrounding 
BAU  DIEU  during  the  day  and  experienced  two  contacts.  At  0920  hours  a 
cavalryman  uncovered  a  banker  two  kilometer  west  of  the  village  (XT 592161} 
which  contained  three  RPG-7  rockets,  two  105mm  rounds  and  three  60mm 
mortar  rounds.  At  2050  hours  an  element  of  the  troop  moving  through  the 
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vl:lage  (XT 561168)  oame  under  lire  from  an  unknown  munbor  of  enemy .  Two 
cavalryman  wart  wounded  by  fira,  but  tha  unit  returned  the  firo  with 
organio  waapona  and  latar  located  oie  dead  enemy  soldi or 0 

A  long  ranga  raoonnalssanoe  patrol  from  F  Company*.  50th  Infantry  <L.u  ) 
name  under  anany  firo  In  It*  position  k*.ong  tha  oAXUO.,  Alvar  12  kilomotcra 
north  of  CU  CHI  (XT662288),  The  firing  oommonoud  at  1555  hours*  and  shortly 
bharftL'.'tar  tha  patrol  was  extracted  by  helieoptor  without  casualties. 

C  troop*  3rd  Squadron.  l?th  Air  Cavalry  flying  armed  aarial 
raoonnalssanoe  ovar  tha  2nd  Brigade  area  of  operations  had  two  engage- 
mants  during  tha  day.  At  0950  houra  a  helicopter  obaerved  a  saapan  along 
a  o&nal  500  meters  south  of  TRAXG  BANG  (XT481185),  The  boat  was  carrying 
savaral  armed  energy.  The  helicopter  rolled  in  with  machine  gun  and  rocket 
fire  destroying  tha  sampan.  Casualties  among  the  ensmy  personnel  in  the 
boat  could  not  be  determined.  Another  heliooptwr  flying  over  tha  F1LH0L 
Rubber  Plantation  at  1330  houra  received  fira  from  a  position  four 
kilometers  north  of  tha  CU  CHI  Base  Camp,  Turning  on  its  attackers  the 
helicopter  returned  fire  with  automatic  weapons  and  rockets,  a  low  level 
oheok  of  the  area  after  tha  fire  0 eased  revealed  four  enemy  dead. 

Air  activity  over  the  division  during  the  day  saw  Air  Force  fighter- 
bomber  pounding  enemy  positions  with  40  air  strikes.  The  results  of 
these  strikes  oould  not  be  determined. 

7  November 

The  lull  in  combat  activity  in  the  1  st  Brigade  area  of  operations 
around  TAY  NIMH  continued  on  ?  November.  C  Company,  3rd  Battalion,  22nd 
Infantry  oonduoted  a  sweep  north  of  TAY  NINH  Base  Camp,  and  at  0915  hours 
located  and  destroyed  a  105nm  round  three  kilometers  from  the  base  (aT200563). 
Continuing  their  searoh  one  kilometer  more  to  the  north  (XT193573),  the 
infantrymen  recovered  one  enemy  hAnd  grenade  at  1000  hours.  An  ele-.ent 
of  A  Company,  65th  Engineer  worki.  g  far  to  the  northwest  of  TaY  aINH  in 
*Tar  Zone  "C"  destroyed  two  cluster  bomb  units  at  1325  hours  2.5  kilometers 
southeast  of  the  village  of  L0C  JINH  tfT 397604),  At  1957  hourn  *n  armoro.i 
personnel  carrier  moving  along  route  26  as  it  passes  through  the  CAU 
KH0I  Rubber  Plantation  eight  kilometers  southeast  of  TAY  NIMH  detonated 
an  anti-tank  mine  whieh  wounded  two  personnel  and  damaged  the  venicle. 

Action  again  was  light  and  scattered  within  the  2nd  Brigade  area. 
Helicopter  gunships  flying  in  support  of  the  2nd  Battalion,  12th  Infantry 
engaged  one  enemy  six  kilometers  northeast  of  TKAhG  BaNG  (XT461249)  at 
0810  hours.  The  enemy  soldier  was  killed  by  the  automatic  weapons  and 
rooket  fire. 

Three  members  of  C  Coup  any,  4th  Battalion,  9th  Infantry  were  wounded 
by  a  booby  trapped  hand  grenade  as  their  unit  pushed  through  an  area  one 
kilometer  northeast  of  BAU  DIEU  (XT 573122)  at  0850  hours. 

Early  in  the  afternoon  at  1230  hours,  D  Company,  2nd  Battalion, 
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12th  Infantry  sweeping  six  kilometers  northeast  of  TRANO  BANG  (XT462253) 
discovered  a  bunker  holding  fiv«  pounds  of  msdioal  supplies.  Cheeking 
this  area  more  in  detail,  the  infantrymen  unoovered  several  additional 
hiding  plaoes  oapturing  four  enemy  soldiers,  one  oonfiraed  Viet  Cong 
Infrastructure  member,  two  suspects,  one  M-l  rifle*  one  SKS  carbine,  two 
rounds  of  documents,  48  additional  pounds  of  medioal  supplies  and  three 
RPQ  rocket  rounds. 

In  the  meantime,  the  2nd  Brigade  Combined  Reconnaissance  and 
Intelligence  Platoon  was  searching  along  the  east  bank  of  the  ORIENTAL 
River  nine  kilometers  southwest  of  TRANO  RANG  (XT412133) •  Here  at 
1445  hours  the  unit  engaged  an  unknown  number  of  enemy.  Fighting  with 
organic  weapons  and  calling  in  artillery,  the  platoon  drove  off  the 
enemy  and  swept  into  his  position  to  discover  one  dead,  one  RPG-2  rocket 
launcher,  one  M-l  carbine,  one  AK-47  rifle,  eight  rounds  of  RPG-2  ammuntion 
and  four  6 Omm  mortar  rounds. 

•”  Later  in  the  afternoon  at  1520  hours,  C  Company,  4th  Battalion,  9tb 
Infantry  sustained  one  wounded  to  a  booby  trapped  hand  grenade*  The  oompauy 
was  continuing  its  search  of  BAU  DIEU  village  at  the  time  and  the  explosion 
occurred  300  meters  west  (XT570122)  of  the  position  of  a  similar  blast 
earlier  in  the  day.  The  final  2nd  Brigade  action  occurred  at  1935  hours 
four  kilometers  west  of  OUC  KOA.  An  ambush  patrol  from  B  Company ,  2nd 
Battalion,  l4th  Infantry  engaged  an  estimated  15  enemy  oapturing  one  AK-47 
rifle  and  four  hand  grenades  after  the  enemy  withdrew.  One  patrol  member 
was  wounded  in  the  fire  fight  which  took  place. 

Moderate  action  for  the  day  in  the  3rd  Brigade  area  commenced  at  0745 
hours  us  A  Company,  1st  Battalion,  2?th  Infantry  destroyed  one  enemy- 
hand  grenade  at  a  position  one  kilometer  east  of  THANH  aN  (XT545381). 

The  company  pushed  ?U')  meter  south  of  this  position  (XT545374)  where  it 
uncovored  400  rounds  of  small  arms  ammunition  at  1000  hours. 

Two  minutes  later  B  Company,  1st  Battion  (Mechanised),  5th  Infantry 
reported  the  destruction  of  an  a  tl-tank  mine  on  route  14  five  kilometers 
south  of  DAU  TIENG  as  the  company  cleared  that  road  to  THANH  AN.  At  1942 
hours,  however,  an  armored  personnel  carrier  from  the  company  moving  along 
the  road  a  short  distance  to  the  south  (XT520414)  detonated  another  anti¬ 
tank  mi <e0  The  blast  killed  two  infantrymen  inside  the  track  and  wounded 
three.  The  vehicles  was  destroyed. 

The  mechanized  battalion's  A  and  C  Companies  in  the  meantime  were 
sweeping  tile  BEN  CUI  .lubber  Plantation  to  the  west  of  BAP  TIENG.  At  1140 
hours  C  Company  uncovered  a  snail  enemy  ammunition  cache  containing  three 
hand  grenade  and  5-0  small  arms  rounds  at  a  point  two  kilometers  northwest 
of  the  base  camp.  A  Company  moving  4.5  kilometers  west  of  the  camp 
(XT455449)  located  and  destroyed  two  RPG  rounds  at  1335  hours. 

The  3rd  Brigade  Combined  Reconnaissance  and  Intelligence  Platoon 
spent  the  day  searching  through  the  MICHEL IN  Rubber  Plantation  east  of 
DAU  TIENG o  at  1410  hours  the  unit  apprehended  one  detminee  at  a  point 
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8,5  kilometers  northeast  of  the  oamp  (XT568504),  D  Company,  1st  Battalion 
2?th  Infantry  Joined  the  platoon  at  this  location  and  at  1420  hours  unoovered 
20  hand  grenades  and  two  bioyoles, 

A  bridge  site  on  route  14  6,5  kilometers  south  of  DAU  TIENG  was  the 
scene  of  a  brief  fire  fight  at  1540  hours.  Personnel  from  B  Company,  1st 
Battalion  (Mechanised) ,  5th  Infantry  were  the  target  of  an  RPG  round  whioh 
wounded  two  personnel.  The  unit  returned  this  fire  with  organic  weapons, 
but  the  results  of  the  fire  could  not  be  determined.  Company  B  concluded 
the  day’s  aotion  a  short  distanoe  up  the  road  (XT 51 4421)  where  at  1920 
hours  an  anti-tank  mins  was  looated  and  destroyed  in  place. 

Air  Force  fighter-bomber  operations  in  support  of  the  division  for 
the  day  consisted  of  3?  sorties  against  enemy  targets.  Low  level  air  and 
ground  rooonniassanoo  of  target  area  revealed  four  enemy  killed  by  these 
strikes. 


8  November 

Only  three  inoidants  were  reported  in  the  quiet  1st  Brigade  area  of 
operations.  At  1120  hours  personnel  from  A  Company,  65th  Engineer  Battalion 
destroyed  a  booby  trapped  hand  grenade  located  1,5  kilometers  east  of  TAX 
.  LsH  Base  Camp  (XT193508).  The  1st  Brigade  Combined  Reconniassance  and 
Intelligence  Platoon  searching  through  a  village  seven  kilometers  south  of 
the  base  camp  (XT193450)  took  four  detainees  into  custody  for  questioning. 
This  took  place  at  1245  hours0  Demolitions  experts  from  A  Company,  65th 
Engineer  Battalion  again  were  called  into  service  at  1300  hours  to  destroy 
one  105mm  round  and  oie  155™  round  located  by  C  Company,  3rd  Battalion, 

22nd  L.fantry  at  a  point  along  route  4  605  kilometers  north  of  TAX  NINH. 

The  1st  B. ‘.gade,  Lot  Cavalry  Division  (Air  Mobile)  moved  into  its 
now  area  of  operations  in  .var  none  MC"  and  experienced  its  first  aotion 
since  moving  from  I  Corps.  A  Troop,  1st  Squadron,  ?th  Cavalry  sweeping 
around  its  now  base  at  Fire  Support  3ase  ST  BARBARA  at  BAU  CO  looated  and 
destroy©:  one  57mm  recolless  rifle  round  and  one  82mm  mortar  round.  This 
find  took  placo  one  kilometer  north  of  the  village  (XT282691)  at  1140 
hours. 


At  1453  hours  B  Troop,  1st  oquadron,  8th  Cavalry  engaged  six  enemy 
during  a  push  through  an  area  two  kilometers  south  of  KATUM  (XT383835)* 

The  cavalrymen  killed  two  of  the  v.emy  and  captured  190  rounds  of  small 
arms  ammunition  and  one  51  cal  machine  gun.  One  cavalryman  was  wounded  in 
the  brief  fire  fight. 

Actions  in  the  2nd  brigade  area  of  operations  began  at  0730  hours 
when  ono  man  from  D  Company,  4th  Battalion,  9th  Infantry  was  wounded  by 
a  boob .  trappe  ’  hand  grenade  as  the  company  was  sweeping  two  kilometers 
south  of  :AU  DlliU  (XT557150). 

C  Company,  2nd  Battalion,  12th  I  ii'antry  came  across  a  small  cache 
at  0805  hours  as  it  searched  on  area  eight  kilometers  north  of  TRANG 
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BANG  (XT509260),  Located  her*  were  nins  pound*  of  RPG-2  ammunition. 

C  Company,  2nd  Battalion!  27th  Infantry  sustained  two  wounded  to.  a  booby 
trapped  hand  grenade  at  0915  hours  as  its  operated  five  kilometers  west 
of  PHU  CUONG  (XT75H52). 

C  Company,  2nd  Battalion,  12th  Infantry  exploiting  its  ammunition 
oaohe  found  earlier  in  the  morning  reported  at  1030  hours  that  it  had 
unoovered  additional  munitions  consisting  of  105  pounds  of  C-4  explosive, 
three  RPG-7  rounds,  nine  bangalore  torpedoes,  one  75mm  round,  four  hand 
grenades,  two  anti-personnel  mines  and  on*  round  of  60mm  mortar  ammunition, 

2nd  Brigade  activity  for  the  day  terminated  with  the  wounding  of 
seven  members  of  B  Company,  12th  Battalion,  12th  Infantry  by  a  booby 
trapped  claymore  mine  at  1900  hours.  The  explosion  took  place  as  the 
company  moved  one  kilometer  north  of  TRANG  BANG  (XT494198). 

Five  incidents  comprised  combat  actions  in  the  3rd  Brigade  area  of 
operations.  At  0755  hours,  elements  of  D  Company,  65th  Engineer  Battalion 
supporting  the  1st  Battalion  (Meehanized),  5th  Infantry  destroyed  one 
105ns  round  near  a  bridge  site  route  14  6, 5  kilometers  south  of  DAU  TIENG 
(XT524408). 

B  Company,  1st  Battalion,  2/th  Infantry  searching  10  kilometers 
east  of  DAU  TIENG  (XT 594449/  located  and  destroyed  two  enemy  hand  grenade* 
at  0943  hours.  The  company  pushed  700  meters  to  the  south  of  this 
position  (XT594442)  were  it  found  a  bunker  holding  eight  additional  hand 
grenades  at  1150  hours. 

At  this  same  time  A  Company,  1st  Battalion  (Mechanised),  5th  Infantry 
was  sweeping  along  route  239  eight  kilometers  west  of  DAU  TIENG  (XT4l?443) 
where  it  found  seven  6 Oram  mortar  rounds  near  the  road. 

The  largest  single  action  within  the  division  ooeurred  in  the  BOI 
LOI  Woods  5.5  kilometers  east  of  BAO  DON  (XT48636?).  Here  at  14  SS  hours 
A  Company,  2nd  Battalion  (Mechanized) ,  22nd  Infantry  after  law.  at  the 
location  in  helicopters came  into  contact  with  an  unknown  size  e-.emy  force. 
The  unit  called  in  artillery,  helicopter  gunships  and  Air  Force  fighter- 
bomber  strikes  before  assaulting  into  the  enemy  positions.  After  the 
supporting  fires  were  lifted,  the  infantrymen  over  ran  the  enemy  position 
1  discovering  15  dead.  The  unit  lost  four  men  killed  and  four  wounded  in 
the  operation. 

Troop  C,  3rd  Squadron,  17th  Cavalry  flying  in  support  of  the  division 
inserted  its  ^Aerorifle  Platoon  at  a  location  six  kilometers  east  of  BAO  DON 
(XT367362)  at  1600  hours  to  check  out  a  reported  enemy  rice  cache,  me 
platoon  located  and  evacuated  3»5®0  pounds  of  rice. 


9  November 

Four  minor  actions  occurred  in  the  1st  Brigade  area  of  operation 
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on  9  November,  At  0900  hour*  Company  D,  3rd  Battalion ,  22nd  Infantry 
■weeping  along  route  4  a*  it  akirt*  the  northern  base  of  NUI  BA  DEN 
Mountain  (XT280616)  located  and  destroyed  an  anti-tank  mins*  The 
battalion's  D  Company  oonduoted  a  search  and  destroy  operation  in  an 
area  13  kilometer*  northwest  of  the  TAY  NINH  Base  Camp  (XT041569)  where 
it  oaptured  a  |  horse  power  generator  and  1,625  rounds  of  small  arm* 
ammunition. 

Closer  to  the  bus*  oamp  itself,  the  1st  Brigade  Combined  Reoonnai- 
saanoe  and  Intelligence  Platoon  searched  the  BINH  LUQNG  village  complex 
2,5  kilometers  north  of  the  camp  (XT156556)  where  it  took  two  detainees 
into  oustody  for  questioning,  A  Company,  3rd  Battalion,  22nd  Infantry 
also  operating  in  the  area  north  of  the  oamp  detained  on*  suspect  at 
1430  hours  at  a  point  405  kilometers  from  the  camp. 

Action  in  the  2nd  Brigade  area  in  the  southern  portion  of  the 
division  tactical  area  of  operational  interest  oommenoed  at  0835 
hours  when  elements  of  C  Company,  65th  Engineer  Battalion  located  and 
destroyed  an  anti-tank  mine  on  rout*  7A  near  the  BA  BEP  bridge  three 
kilometers  west  of  PHU  CUONG  (XT788132),  The  engineers  were  assisting 
in  early  morning  sweep  of  the  highway  between  CU  CHI  and  PHO  CUONG 
when  the  discovery  occurred, 

A  Company,  2nd  Battalion,  14th  Infantry  sweeping  eight  kilometers 
northeast  of  DUC  HOA  (XT622035)  at  0930  hours  captured  an  enemy  soldier 
found  hiding  in  a  bunker.  The  enemy  surrendered  an  AK-47  rifle. 

Later  in  the  morning  at  1130  hours  D  Company,  4th  Battalion*  9th 
Infantry  assigned  the  mission  of  searching  the  THAI  MY  village  complex 
seven  kilometers  southeast  of  TRANG  BANG  (XT 5461 52)  apprehended  one 
suspeot.  Fifteen  minutes  later  elements  of  the  company  a  short  distance 
away  (XT 542148)  came  under  small  arms  fir*  which  was  returned  with  organic 
fire  and  the  aid  of  helicopters  and  artillery.  Enemy  losses  in  this 
exchange  could  not  be  determined.  The  company  continued  to  search  the 
village  throughout  the  day  and  at  1400  hours  took, into  custody  another 
suspect  for  questioning. 

Other  elements  of  this  battalion  also  operating  in  the  general 
vicinity  of  TRANG  BANG  and  saw  light  action.  At  1423  hours  A  Company 
engaged  and  killed  one  enemy  with  small  arms  fire  at  a  point  1,5 
kilometers  north  of  BAU  DIEU  (XT569182),  C  Company  personnel  patrolling 
route  7A  two  kilometers  south  of  BAU  DIEU  (XT555153)  at  1510  hours 
detonated  an  anti-personnel  mine  which  wounded  six  infantrymen. 

Armed  helicopter? from  B  Company,  25th  Aviation  Battalion  flying 
armed  aerial  reconniassance  along  the  SAIGON  River  at  1640  hours 
detected  two  sampans  at  a  point  10  kilometers  north  of  the  CU  CHI  Base 
Camp  (XT672262),  The  aircraft  attacked  with  automatic  weapons  and 
rocket  fire  to  destroy  and  sink  the  boats 0 

D  Company,  2nd  Battalion,  27th  Infantry  sustained  four  men  wounded 
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by  two  booby  trapped  hand  grenade  explosion} between  1?10  hours  and  1730 
hours  during  an  opsratioh  five  kilonatars  aast  of  tha  CU  CHI  Basa  Camp 
(XT717157).  Tha  first  blast  woundad  ona  man,  and  tha  saoond  injured  three. 

Tha  final  aotion  for  tho  day  in  tha  2nd  Brigada  araa  ooourrad  at 
1843  hours  at  Firs  Support  Basa  KEENS  whara  tha  fiald  oommand  post  for 
tha  2nd  Battalion 1  14th  Infantry  was  struok  by  15  rounds  of  82ibi  mortar 
firs*  Ona  man  was  woundad  by  tha  barraga  whioh  was  raturnod  by  oountsr 
mortar  artillsry  fira  with  unknown  results , 

Aotions  within  the  3rd  Brigada  araa  of  operations  continued  at  a 
steady  paea«  At  01 30  hours  A  Company,  2nd  Battalion  (Mechanised) ,  22nd 
Infantry  occupying  a  night  position  in  the  BQI  LQ1  Woods  4,5  kilometers 
aast  of  BAO  DON  (XT482378)  came  under  heavy  small  arms  and  RPG  rocket 
fire.  The  company  reacted  to  this  attack  quickly  with  organic  weapons 
and  called  in  supporting  artillery  fire  and  an  AC-47  Air  Force  "Spooky" 
aircraft.  The  enemy  fire  was  suppressed,  and  the  following  morning  ona 
dead  enemy  was  located  near  the  night  location's  perimeter. 

Personnel  from  D  Company,  63th  Engineer  Battalion  assisting  tha  1st 
Battalion  (Mechanised),  5th  Infantry  with  the  daily  sweep  of  route  14 
between  DAU  TIENG  and  THANH  AN  destroyed  several  booby  traps  found  on  the 
roadway  at  a  point  five  kilometers  south  of  DAU  TIENG  (XT 51 5420),  At 
0805  hours  a  rigged  105mm  round  was  blown,  and  at  0845  hours  a  cluster 
bomb  unit  was  demolished, 

A  search  operation  by  A  Company,  1st  Battalion,  2?th  Infantry 
seven  kilometers  northeast  of  THANH  AN  paid  dividends  at  1025  hours 
when  the  unit  uncovered  a  cache  containing  250  pounds  of  rice,  Shortly 
thereafter  A  Company,  2nd  Battalion  (Mechanised) ,  2.2nd  Infantry  sweeping 
around  the  area  of  its  early  morning  contact  (XT481368)  between  1111 
hours  and  1150  hours  discovered  one  enemy  hand  grenade,  seven  rounds  of 
RPG-2  ammunition  and  21  pounds  of  medical  supplies. 

Afternoon  activity  in  the  area  of  operation  of  the  1st  Battalion, 

27th  Infantry  around  THANH  AN  produced  three  contacts.  At  1255  hours  an 
element  of  the  battalion  operating  3" 5  kilometers  north  of  the  village 
(XT522414)  apprehended  one  anemy  suspect.  The  battalion  night  location 
at  Fire  Support  Base  MAHONE  (XT 541 371)  was  hit  by  15  rounds  of  60mm 
mortar  fire  at  1645  hours  resulting  in  three  personnel  woundod„  Finally, 
at  1810  hours,  Companies  B  and  C  searching  two  kilometers  south  cf 
THANH  AN  (XT 548362)  apprehended  two  detainees  for  questioning. 

The  3rd  Squadron,  4th  Cavalry  conducted  its  normal  clearing  and 
security  operations  of  the  main  supply  route  between  CU  CHI  and  TAX 
NINH,  At  0645  hours  an  element  of  B  Company,  65th  Engineer  Battalion 
working  support  of  the  squadron  destroyed  one  booby  trapped  105mm 
round  found  on  route  1  one  kilometer  northeast  cf  TRANG  BANG  (XT493196)0 

A  helicopter  from  C  Troop ,  3rd  Squadron,  17th  Air  Cavalry  flying 
armed  aerial  reconnaissance  in  the  vicinity  of  AP  CH0  (XT708U)  drew 
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ground  fire  and  received  seven  rounds  of  automatic,  weapons  fire.  The 
enemy  fire  was  returned  by  the  aircraft  with  unknown  results.  One  orew 
member  was  wounded  in  the  initial  burst  of  enemy  fire. 

In  air  motion  during  the  day,  36  fighter-bomber  sorties  were  flown 
against  enemy  targets  in  the  division  area  of  operations.  Assessment  of 
these  strikes  discovered  four  enemy  dead, 

10  November 

Three  minor  incidents  comprised  the  combat  motions  within  the  1st 
Brigade  area  of  operations.  At  1140  hours  C  Company,  4th  Battalion 
(Mechanised),  23rd  Infantry  discovered  and  destroyed  one  enemy  hand  grenade 
during  a  sweep  operation  along  the  northern  base  of  NUI  BA  DEN  Mountain 
(XT26?515)«  B  Troop,  3rd  Squadron,  17th  Air  Cavalry  detected  an  estimated 
enemy  company  in  position  3-5  kilometers  east  of  TRUONG  MIT  at  1405  hours. 
The  armed  helicopters  struck  at  the  enemy  with  automatic  weapons  and 
rookets  accounting  for  three  dead  enemy.  Three  hand  grenades  were  located 
and  destroyed  by  C  Company,  3**d  Battalion,  22nd  Infantry  as  it  swept 
through  an  area  5° 5  kilometers  west  of  NUI  BA  DEN  at  1415  hours. 

In  the  2nd  Brigade  area  of  operations  for  the  day,  motions  began 
at  1055  hours  when  A  Company,  2nd  Battalion,  34th  Armor  destroyed  a 
105mm  round  500  meters  north  of  the  CU  CHI  Base  Camp  (XT674176). 

Heavy  afternoon  activity  started  at  1330  hours  when  personnel 
from  the  night  location  of  the  2nd  Battalion,  12th  Infantry  at  fire 
Support  Base  PERSHING  apprehended  a  suspect  found  loitering  near  the  fire 
base  (XT518256),  At  1405  hours  D  Company,  2nd  Battalion,  14th  Infantry 
reported  detaining  two  suspects  as  it  pushed  through  an  area  7.5  kilometers 
southwest  of  TRANG  BANG  (XT445149),  Sweeping  two  kilometers  further  to 
the  south  (XT445129),  the  company  picked  up  two  confirmed  Viet  Cong 
Infrastructure  members  at  1430  hours.  At  this  same  time  A  Company,  2nd 
Battalion,  34th  Armor  sweeping  along  route  7A  three  kilometers  southwest 
of  TRUNG  LAP  (XT 577184)  located  and  destroyed  an  anti-tank  mine0 

Helicopters  from  B  Company,  25th  Aviation  Battalion  saw  action  at 
1440  hours  as  they  flew  patrols  along  the  Cambodian  border.  Two  sampans 
were  observed  along  a  canal  500  meters  east,  of  the  border  and  were  placed 
under  machine  gun  and  rocket  fire.  Both  fc->ats  were  sunk  in  the  attack, 
and  three  dead  enemy  were  observed  in  t):,e  water. 

At  1723  hours  A  Company,  2nd  Battalion,  j'+ti  armor  continuing  its 
sweep  of  route  ?A  located  and  disposed  of  another  anti-tank  mine  buried 
in  the  road.  The  incident  took  place  three  kilometers  southwest  of  TRUNG 
LAP  (XT582196)o  Seven  minutes  later  3  Company,  2nd  Battalion,  14 th 
Infantry  reported  the  discovery  and  destruction  of  an  anti-personnel  mine 
at  a  location  five  kilometers  north  of  DUC  H0A  (XI611011), 

The  night  defensive  position  of  D  Company,  4th  Battalion,  9th  Infantry 
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9.5  kilometers  west  of  the  CU  CHI  Base  Camp  (XT55415Q)  oame  under  a  li&t 
small  arms  attack  at  1905  hours  which  wounded  one  infantryman,,  The  enemy's 
fir*  was  returned  with  organic  weapons  and  artillery  with  unknown  results. 

In  the  3rd  Brigade  area  of  operations ,  initial  action  of  the  day 
involved  the  discovery  and  destrution  of  two  RPG-2  rounds  by  A  Company , 

2nd  Battalion  (Mechanised),  22nd  Infantry  during  a  sweep  eight  kilometers 
south  of  DAU  TIENG  (XT484373).  This  incident  took  place  at  0?22  hours, 

The  company  then  proceeded  to  sweep  north  from  this  position.  After 
moving  approximately  one  kilometer  (XT485383)  the  unit  uncovered  a  large 
enemy  cache  at  0949  hourslncluded  in  the  find  were  20  hand  grenade 18 
82mm  mortar  rounds,  72  rounds  of  60mm  mortar  ammunition,  5.000  rounds  of 
small  arms  ammunition,  one  AK-47  and  60  pounds  of  rice. 

Later  in  the  morning  at  1110  hours  D  Company,  65th  Engineer  Battalion 
operating  in  support  of  the  1st  Battalion  (Mechanized),  5th  Infantry 
destroyed  one  cluster  bomb  unit  located  4„5  kilometers  southeast  of  DAU 
TIENG  (XT513422)  along  route  140  The  engineers  were  again  called  upon 
at  1710  hours,  this  time  to  blow  two  81mm  mortars  rounds  detected  along 
route  239  three  kilometers  west  of  DAU  TIENG  (XT462268),, 

Combat  activity  within  the  brigade  area  terminated  at  1723  hours 
when  a  helicopter  gunship  drew  fire  from  an  enemy  position  11  kilometers 
southeast  of  DAU  TIENG  (XT 548 365)0  The  helicopter  swept  in  on  the  enemy 
with  automatic  weapons  and  rocket  fire,  but  the  results  of  its  strike 
could  not  bo  determined,,  One  aircraft  crew  member  was  wounded  in  the 
action o 


Elements  of  A  Troop,  3rd  Squadron,  4th  Cavalry  sweeping  route  1 
four  kilometers  southeast  of  TRANG  BANG  (XT 53118 3)  at  0700  hours  detected 
two  anti” tank  mines  which  were  blown  Sn  place „  At  1440  hours  armed 
helicopters  from  C  Troop,  3rd  Squadron,  17th  Air  Cavalry  attacked  two 
sampans  on  a  canal  3° 5  kilometers  southwest  of  DUG  HOA  (XS 570944)  blowing 
the  boats  out  of  the  water. 

Air  Force  fighter-bomber  strikes  in  support  of  25th  Infantry 
Division  operations  throughout  the  day  numbered  33°  These  strikes 
were  credited  with  killing  1.4  enemy  soldiers  and  destroying  one  anti 
aircraft  position,, 


11  November 

Combat  actions  of  significance  in  the  1st  Brigade  area  of  operations 
were  limited  to  a  search  operation  conducted  by  D  Company,  3rd  Battalion, 
22nd  Infantry  and  an  engagement  by  helicopters  of  B  Troop,  3rd  Squadron, 
17th  Air  Cavalry, 

D  Company  joined  the  1st  Brigade  Reconnaissance  and  Intelligence 
Platoon  and  two  Regional  Force  companies  to  conduct  a  search  of  a  village 
complex  two  kilometers  north  of  the  TAY  NINE  Base  Camp  (XT1848)0  At 
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0930  hours  th«  oomp&ny  reported  ths  detention  of  10  suspects  as  a  result, 
of  ths  ssaroh. 

B  Troop  hsllooptsrs  were  flying  armed  aerial  reconnaissance  along 
the  Cambodian  border  25  kilometers  west  of  TAY  HINH  when  at  1210  hours 
they  spotted  four  enemy  moving  through  a  olearing  several  hundred  meters 
east  of  the  border*  The  aircraft  swept  in  with  automatic  weapons  and 
rocket  fire  and  accounted  for  two  kills  before  losing  their  target. 

Action  continued  to  be  light  and  scattered  in  the  2nd  Brigade* 

Four  infantrymen  from  D  Company 0  2nd  Battalion,  14th  Infantry  were 
wounded  by  a  booby  trapped  hand  grenade  at  1030  hours  as  this  unit 
conducted  a  sweep  operation  3*5  kilometers  northeast  of  DUC  HOA  (XS628975) • 
At  1100  hours  C  Company,  2nd  Battalion,  12th  Infantry  discovered  a  rice 
cache  of  300  pounds  of  rice  hidden  along  the  south  bank  of  the  SAIGON 
Elver  in  the  upper  HO  B0  Woods  area  (XT611319). 

In  the  afternoon  Company  A,  2nd  Battalion,  14th  Infantry  captured 
an  enemy  soldier  at  1213  hours  at  a  location  8,5  kilometers  northeast  of 
DUC  HOA,  The  prisoner  later  led  the  unit  to  a  cache  containing  two  AK-47 
rifles,  two  M-l  rifles,  two  SKS  rifles  and  six  rounds  of  60am  mortar 
ammunition* 

Three  infantrymen  from  C  Company,  2nd  Battalion,  12th  Infantry  ware 
injured  by  the  detonation  of  a  booby  trapped  hand  grenade  at  1300  hours. 
This  incident  occurred  approximately  700  meters  southwest  (XT608314)  of 
the  location  in  the  upper  HO  B0  Woods  where  the  company  had  the  rice 
cache  earlier  in  the  day* 

At  1445  hours  B  Company,  4th  Battalion,  9th  Infantry  sweeping  2*5 
kilometers  north  of  BAU  DIEU  (XT5&2172)  sustained  one  man  wounded  when 
a  booby  trapped  hand  grenade  was  tripped* 

In  the  evening  hours,  Fire  Support  Base  KEENE  (XT604017),  the 
field  command  post  for  the  2nd  Battalion,  14th  Infantry  was  struck  by 
16  82mm  mortar  rounds  resulting  in  five  men  being  wounded.  The  fire 
base  returned  the  mortar  fire  with  artillery,  but  the  effects  of  this 
fire  upon  the  enemy  could  be  determined*  The  night  location  of  the 
battalion* s  D  Company  situated  3*5  kilometers  northeast  of  DUC  HOA 
(XS628977)  also  came  under  fire  at  1840  hours*  Thirteen  rounds  of  82mm 
mortar  fire  fell  on  the  site  wounding  one  man. 

The  final  action  of  the  day  within  the  2nd  Brigade  occurred  '  v.o 
kilometers  northeast  of  BAU  DIEU  (XT574176)  at  1945  hours  when  10  men 
were  wounded  by  the  explosion  of  a  claymore  mine*  The  men  were  all  from 
an  ambush  team  of  C  Company,  4th  Battalion,  9th  Infantry  which  was 
attempting  to  move  to  its  ambush  position  for  the  night. 

Action  for  the  day  in  the  3rd  Brigade  area  of  operations  began 
at  0725  hours  when  the  Reconnaissance  Platoon,  1st  Battalion*  2?th 
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Infantry  dataotad  and  killed  one  enemy  aoldier  aa  the  unit  pushed  along 
the  bank  of  the  SAIGON  River  1,5  kilometers  southeast  of  THANH  AM  (XT546364). 
The  platoon  also  oaptured  the  enemy  soldier’s  AK-4?  rifle.  Company  B 
of  the  battalion  moved  into  the  BOI  LOI  Woods  to  operate  for  the  day  and 
at  1000  hours  found  a  oaohe  three  kilometers  east  of  TRUONG  MIT  (XT42740?) 
consisting  of  one  SKS  oarbine,  5,300  rounds  of  small  arms  ammunition,  25 
pounds  of  riee,  10  rounds  of  82m  mortar  ammunition,  one  M-79  LAW  roving 
one  bangalore  torpedo,  one  90mm  round,  two  hand  grenades  and  one  rifle 
grenade. 

At  the  same  time  the  3rd  Brigade  command  and  control  helioopter 
flying  a  short,  distance  to  the  northwest  of  B  Company  (XT424413)  looated 
the  bodies  of  two  enemy  soldiers. 

The  battalion's  C  Company  was  sweeping  one  kilometer  north  of  THANH 
AN  (XT529390)  at  1059  hours  when  it  came  into  contact  with  an  unknown  size 
enemy  foroe.  A  fierce  fight  broke  out  In  whioh  three  members  of  the 
company  were  wounded  by  enemy  fire.  After  the  fire  oeased  and  the  enemy 
withdrew,  the  company  was  unable  to  determine  the  extent  of  the  enemy 
losses. 

Action  shifted  to  the  BOI  LOI  again  at  1340  hours  when  B 

Company,  2nd  Battalion  (Mechanised) ,  a  Infantry  'sweeping  near  the 
area  three  kilometers  east  of  TRUONG  hxT  (XT421411)  where  a  supply 
caohe  had  been  found  earlier  in  the  day  discovered  a  seeond  oaohe  consist¬ 
ing  of  five  82ram  mortar  rounds,  five  RPG-2  rounds  and  51  pounds  of  assorted 
enemy  documents, 

D  Company,  1st  Battalion,  2?th  Infantry  got  into  action  a  1520 
hours  as  it  conducted  a  search  operation  two  kilometers  east  of  THANG  AN 
(XT 553377).  Here  the  company  uncovered  a  bunker  containing  500  pounds 
of  riee,  one  M-60  machine  gun  TA-1  telephone  set.  Remaining  in  the  area 
to  continued  its  search,  the  company  came  under  small  arms  and  automatic 
weapons  fire  at  1615  hours.  The  company  reacted  quickly  to  this  fire 
and  struck  back  with  its  own  organic  weapons.  One  dead  enemy  soldier 
was  looated  when  the  infantrymen  assaulted  into  the  enemy  firing  positions. 

Shortly  before  this  company  found  its  fire  fight,  D  Company,  65th 
Engineer  Battalion  working  in  support  of  the  1st  Battalion  (Mechanized), 

5th  Infantry  along  route  14  four  kilometers  south  of  DAU  TIENG  (XT 514424) 
destroyed  two  anti-tank  mines  that  had  baen  dug  out  of  the  road. 

At  1655  hours  C  Company,  1st  Battalion,  27th  Infantry  operating 
around  a  bridge  site  on  routo  14  three  kilometers  north  of  THANH  AN 
(XT524408)  oame  under  enemy  fire  which  killed  one  man  and  wounded  a 
second.  The  enemy  fire  was  returned  driving  off  the  attackers,  but 
the  enemy  losses  could  not  be  determined. 

In  the  early  evening  at  1806  hours,  D  Company  moved  to  a  position 
2.5  kilometers  east  of  THANH  AN  (XT 56 3382)  where  it  came  into  contact  with 
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*n  enemy  foroo  of  30  personnel,  Th«  infantrymen  oalled  in  Art  ill try, 
helicopter  gunahlpa  and  an  Air  Poroa  AC-4?  "Spooky**  to  h  Anwar  tba  an  any 
position*  Aaaaulting  into  thaaa  poaitiona  aft or  tho  auppdrting  firaa 
wore  lifted,  the  unit  di a cove rad  the  enemy  had  withdrawn  lea  ring  behind 
three  dead.  One  Infantryman  waa  wounded  in  the  oontaot. 

B  Company  continued  to  work  in  the  BOI  LQI  three  kilometer!  eaat 
of  TRUONG  MIT  (XT427406)  in  the  early  evening,  and  at  1900  houra  the 
company  reported  that  it  looated  one  dead  enemy  with  an  AK-4?  rifle 
and  two  RFG  booatera.  At  2200  houra  element!  of  D  Company,  65th 
Engineer  Battalion,  aupporting  B  Company  in  the  BOI  L0I  came  under 
fire  at  a  poaitlon  three  kilometer!  eaat  of  THANH  AN  (XT.504378),  The 
englneera  reaoted  to  the  enemy  fire  a-'d  killed  one  enemy  soldier  in  the 
fight  that  fallowed, 

Air  Foi  co  fighter-bonbera  aotlre  over  the  diviaion  area  th  roughout 
the  day  flew  T>  close  ground  aupport  aortlea  against  enemy  targets  and 
were  credited  with  two  kills  and  the  destruction  of  six  bioyoles, 

12  November 

Li  the  1st  Brigade  area  of  operations,  B  Company,  4th  Battalion 
(Mechanized),  23rd  Infantry  apprehended  43  detainees  for  questioning 
by  National  Police  as  the  company  joined  in  an  early  morning  oordon 
and  search  of  the  village  of  PHU  KHONG  located  on  route  13  12  kilometers 
northeast  of  IAY  NINH  (XT 334577) , 

Within  the  2nd  Brigade  area  of  operation,  one  member  of  A  Company, 
2nd  Battalion,  14th  Infantry  was  wounded  by  a  booby  trapped  hand  grenade 
as  his  unit  swept  an  area  10  kilometers  north  of  DUC  HOA  (XT60?064)  at 
1940  hours.  Remaining  in  the  area,  A  Company  uncovered  a  bunker  holding 
on#  45  cal  pistol,  one  AX-47  rifle  and  one  earblne. 

Fifteen  minutes  later  Company  B,  2nd  Battalion,  12th  Infantry 
came  under  fire  from  an  unknown  number  of  enemy  at  a  point  2.5  kilometers 
north  of  TRANG  BANG  (XT480216).  The  company  returned  the  enemy  fire  with 
organic  weapons  driving  off  the  enemy,  but  not  before  two  infantrymen 
had  been  wounded. 

Company  C,  4th  Battalion,  9th  Infantry  joined  in  the  continuing 
search  and  destroy  operation  around  the  village  of  BAU  DIEU,  and  at  1210 
hours  the  coiqpany  located  a  ammunition  cache  1,5  kilometers  from  the 
village  (XT 5781 78).  The  cache  included  76  bangalore  torpedoes, eight  hand 
grenades,  15  rounds  of  82mm  mortar  ammunition  and  2,034  rounds  of  small 
arms  ammunition.  Remaining  in  the  area  of  the  cache,  however,  two  members 
of  the  company  were  wounded  by  an  anti-personnel  mine  at  1345  hours. 

At  1330  hours  0  Company,  2nd  Battalion,  12th  Infantry  sweeping 
through  an  area  11.5  kilometers  northeast  of  TRANG  BANG  (XT 577268) 
captured  one  Viet  Cong  Infrastructure  member.  Continuing  its  search  in 
this  area  the  unit  later  captured  two  enemy  soldiers  with  a  carbine  rifle 
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and  apprehended  three  suspeot.s  for  questioning. 

Aotion  ooramenoed  early  in  the  day  in  the  3rd  Brigade  area  of 
operations.  At  0416  hours  the  night  defensive  position  of  D  Company, 
1st  Battalion,  2?th  Infantry  located  three  kilometers  southeast  of 
THANH  AN  (XT56I36O)  same  under  automatio  weapons  and  RPG  rockut  attack. 
The  company  repulsed  the  enemy  attack  with  organic  weapons  and  8lmm 
mortar  fire.  When  the  unit  swept  around  its  perimeter  at  first  light, 
it  discovered  four  enemy  dead,  Four  infantrymen  were  wounded  in  this 
fight. 


A  Company,  2nd  Battalion  (Mechanised),  22nd  Infantry  mounted  an 
early  sweep  through  an  area  of  the  BOI  LOI  Woods  4.5  kilometers  east 
of  BAO  DON  (XT4836).  During  the  day  the  eompany  uncovered  three  RPG 
rounds,  three  hand  grenades,  50  pounds  of  rice  and  several  enemy  documents. 

Elements  of  the  1st  Battalion,  27th  Infantry  conducted  n  searoh 
operation  two  kilometers  southeast  of  THANH  AN,  and  at  12Ch  hovrs  the 
battalion  reported  having  apprehended  4?  detainees  for  questioning  by 
local  authorities.  The  battalion  sustained  two  men  wounded  who n  a  truck 
detonated  an  anti-tank  mine  on  route  14  five  kilometers  S'j  tb  of  DAU 
TIENG  (XT517418).  The  inoident  occurred  at  1304  hours,,  At  V*45  hours 
B  Company  uncovered  2,800  pounds  of  rice  at  a  point  three  kilometers 
southeast  of  THANH  AN  (XT562369). 

A  "Lerpw  team  from  F  Company,  50th  Infantry  (LRP)  came  into  contact 
with  an  unknown  number  of  enemy  in  the  BOI  LOI  Woods  seven  kilc deters 
southeast  of  BAO  DON  (XT 509326;  at  1540  hours.  The  teai?  w&«<  supported 
by  armed  helicopters,  and  the  enemy  withdrew  leaving  behind  two  dead, 
one  AK-47  rifle  and  one  gas  mask. 

Armed  helicopters  also  saw  action  at  0745  hours  when  ships  from 
C  Troop,  3rd  Squadron,  17th  Air  Cavalry  detected  a  gronp  of  six  enemy 
at  a  looation  10  kilometers  north  of  DDC  HOA  (XT60606?) „  une  enemy 
soldier  was  killed  in  this  attack,  and  one  M-16  rifle  and  one  SKS  carbine 
were  captured. 

Air  Force  fighter-bombers  were  active  in  support  of  the  division 
flying  25  close  air  sorties  during  the  day.  Assessment  of  these  air 
strikes  credited  the  pilots  with  seven  enemy  dead,  four  sampans  destroyed 
an  estimated  200  pounds  of  supplies  destroyed. 

13  November 

The  1st  Brigade  area  of  operations  was  extremely  quiet  during  the 
day  with  no  significant  actions  being  reported. 

Action  was  also  relatively  light  in  the  2nd  Brigade  area.  The  4th 
Battalion,  9th  Infantry  continuing  its  operations  around  BAU  DIED  reported 
one  morning  inoident.  At  0930  hours  C  Company  cams  under  fire  as  iv  moved 
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through  an  iru  two  kilometers  north  of  th*  village  (XT 564X8?) «  ?ho 
company  returned  th*  enemy's  fir*  And  oalled  In  artillery  And  helicopter 
gunship  support.  Bnsny  Iossas  in  ths  fir*  oould  not  be  determined,  On* 
infantryman  was  wounded. 

Th*  2nd  Bsttslion.  14th  Infantry  operating  north  of  DOC  HOA  was 
ths  only  other  brigade  unit  to  hsv*  a  significant  notion.  Th*  night 
defensive  position  of  C  and  J3  Companies  cam*  under  heavy  small  arms 
fir*  at  2213  hours  killing  on*  infantryman  and  wounding  10.  Th*  companies 
returned  the  enemy  fir*  with  organic  weapons  and  oalled  for  artillery 
support.  Enemy  losses  in  th*  encounter  oould  not  be  determined. 

Action  in  th*  3rd  Brigade  was  somewhat  heavier*  The  Reconnaissance 
Platoon.  1st  Battalion.  2?th  Infantry  experienced  the  initial  encounter 
at  0900  hours  when  it  located  four  bioyles  hidden  in  the  brush  while 
searching  through  an  area  of  the  MICHELIN  Rubber  Plantation  eight  kilometers 
northeast  of  DAU  TIENG  (XT568505).  Remaining  in  this  general  area  for 
th*  remainder  of  th*  day.  the  platoon  uncovered  three  bangalore  torpedoes. 

11  60mm  mortar  fuzes,  on*  60mm  mortar  round  and  one  notebook.  The  unit 
also  apprehended  seven  suspeots  for  questioning. 

In  the  meantime  A  Company,  1st  Battalion  (Mechanized),  3th  Infantry 
was  sweeping  route  14  between  DAU  TIENG  and  THaNH  AN.  At  1050  hours  the 
company  located  and  destroyed  three  anti-tank  mines  buried  in  the  road 
four  kilometers  south  of  DAU  TIENG,  The  battalion's  C  Company  waa  motive 
in  a  search  operation  through  tha  BOI  LOI  Woods.  At  1430  hours  the  unit 
reported  th*  disoovery  of  a  small  oache  in  a  wooded  area  6*4  kilometer* 
northeast  of  BAO  DON  (XT461415).  The  oache  consisted  of  three  RPG-7 
rounds,  10  pounds  of  medical  supplies,  200  small  arms  rounds  and  on* 
pound  of  documents. 

The  final  action  for  the  day  in  the  area  took  place  at  1735  hours 
when  A  Company,  1st  Battalion,  27th  Infantry  engaged  ari  estimated  15  enemy 
in  the  MICHELIN  Rubber  Plantation  8,5  kilometers  east  of  DAU  TIENG. 
artillery  was  oalled  in  to  batter  the  enemy  positions,  and  after  these 
fires  were  lifted  the  infantrymen  movod  forward  to  discover  two  dead 
enemy  and  two  AK-4?  rifles. 

The  only  other  action  in  the  division  area  for  the  day  involved 
helicopters  of  C  Troop,  3rd  Squadron,  l?th  Air  Cavalry  whioh  attaoked  an 
unknown  size  enemy  force  deteoted  moving  four  kilometers  west  of  BAO  THAI 
(XT480058).  The  helicopters  accounted  for  eight  enemy  dead  in  the  engage¬ 
ment. 


Eleven  enemy  soldiers  were  killed  throughout  the  division  are  by 
38  fighter-bomber  sorties  which  struck  hard  against  enemy  targets. 

14  November 

In  the  1st  Brigade  area  of  operations,  three  infantrymen  from  B 
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Company,  4th  Battalion  (Mechanized) ,  23rd  Infantry  war*  wounded  at  1130 
hours  whan  tha  amorad  paraonnal  oarrier  in  whioh  thay  vara  riding 
datonatad  an  anti-tank  mine,  Tha  inoidant  ooourrad  on  routa  22  at  a 
point  23  kiloaatara  north  of  TAY  NINH  as  tna  oompany  operatad  in  War 
Zona  "CM,  An  alamant  of  tha  oompany  moving  back  to  TAX  NINH  latar  in 
tha  day  at  1645  hours  recaivad  a  Hoi  Chanh  at  a  point  5*5  kilomatsrs 
northaast  of  tha  oity  (XT300538)« 

At  1745  hours  haliooptars  of  3  Troop,  3rd  Squadron, l/th  Air 
Cavalry  engaged  an  snamy  bunkar  observad  11  kilomatars  awSt  of  TAY  NINH 
(XT361465),  Tha  airoraft  attackad  tha  bunkar  aoeounting  for  one  anamy 
dead. 


2nd  Brigada  action  for  tha  day  began  at  O83O  hours  whan  Companiaa 
B  and  D,  2nd  Battalion,  14th  Infantry  swept  into  an  area  four  kilometers 
northwest  of  BAO  THAI  (XT4906-XT4805)  believed  to  be  tha  location  of  an 
enemy  base  camp.  In  searching  the  area  the  companies  discovered  the 
bodies  of  six  enemy  soldiers  killed  by  an  air  strike  whioh  had  been  placed 
on  the  area  earlier  in  the  day,  Also  discovered  were  seven  AK-47  rifles, 
25  hand  grenades,  63O  rounds  of  small  arms  ammunition,  20  pounds  of  rice 
four  RPG-2  rounds,  one  82ma  mortar  round,  four  anti-personnel  mines,  one 
60mm  mortar  round,  one  wallet  and  numerous  assorted  documents  including 
a  diary. 


Seven  personnel  of  C  Company,  4th  Battalion,  9th  Infantry  were 
wounded  by  the  detonation  of  two  anti-personnel  mines  at  O85O  hours. 

The  company  was  searching  through  the  THAI  MY  village  six  kilometers 
southeast  of  TRANG  BANG  (XT534449)  at  the  time  of  the  blast. 

The  2nd  Battalion,  2?th  Infantry  was  active  during  the  day  with 
searoh  operations  through  an  area  six  kilometers  northeast  of  CU  CHI 
Base  Camp,  At  1145  hours  A  Company  discovered  1,500  pounds  of  rice, 
one  AK-4?  rifle  and  one  wallet 0  Pressing  the  search  of  the  area,  the 
oompany  later  captured  17, 750  pounds  of  rice,  2»5  pounds  of  medical 
supplies,  one  M-14  rifle,  two  SKS  rifles t  2,500  pounds  of  salt  and 
numerous  documents. 

The  significant  actions  within  the  3rd  Brigade  commenced  at  0620 
hours  when  elements  of  A  Company,  1st  Battalion,  27th  Infantry  sweeping 
through  the  MICHELIN  Rubber  Plantation  8,5  kilometers  east  of  DAU  TIENG 
(XT 528445)  encountered  a  small  number  of  enemy  soldiers.  The  infantrymen 
called  in  artillery  on  the  enemy  positions  and  then  pushed  forward  to 
discover  three  enemy  bodies,  two  9mm  pistols  and  three  pounds  of  documents. 

Elements  of  A  Company  1st  Battalion  (Mechanized) ,  5th  Infantry 
sweeping  south  from  DAU  TlfcaG  on  route  14  at  1003  hours  sustained  five 
men  killed  and  two  wounded  when  a  booby  trapped  claymore  mine  waa  detonated 
(XT 520415). 

The  2nd  Battalion  (Mechanized),  22nd  Infantry  concentrated  its 
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activities  again  in  and  around  the  BOX  LOI  Woods.  At  1005  hours  B  Company 
looatad  a  snail  oaoha  at  a  point  along  route  26  8.5  kilometers  east  of 
TAX  NINE  (XT 350440).  The  oaohe  oonsisted  of  two  hand  grenades,  two  AX- 
47  trifle  and  25  rounds  of  snail  arns  ammunition. 

The  only  other  significant  action  to  oocur  within  the  3rd  Brigade 
during  the  day  took  place  when  B  Company.  1st  Battalion.  2?th  Infantry 
oane  under  fire  during  a  sweep  6.5  kilometers  southeast  of  DAO  TIEN6 
(XT 544422).  The  oonpany  hit  baok  with  organio  weapons  and  called  in 
helioopter  gunships  foi  support 0  The  enemy  broke  aontaot  quickly  and 
withdrew  leaving  behind  o  indications  of  his  losses.  One  infantryman 
was  wounded  in  the  engag  nent. 

Helicopters  from  0  ""roop,  3rd  Squadron,  l?th  Air  Cavalry  flying 
arned  aerial  reconnaissanc  in  the  southern  portion  of  the  division  area 
had  two  engagements  during  He  day.  At  0905  hours  two  sampans  were  detected 
and  sunk  along  a  canal  12  ki.  'meters  southeast  of  BA0  TRAI  and  west  of 
the  ORIENTAL  River  (XS428930).  Two  other  sampans  were  detected  at  1037 
hours  attempting  to  slip  along  canal  three  kilometers  southwest  of  DUC 
H0A  (XS 568945).  These  boats  were  blown  out  of  the  water  by  a  rocket 
attack. 


Air  Foroe  fighter-bomber  activity  in  the  25th  Infantry  Division 
area  for  the  day  consisted  of  26  sorties,.  These  strikes  were  oredited 
with  killing  three  enemy  soldiers, 

15  November 

Actions  continued  to  be  extremely  light  in  the  1st  Brigade  area 
of  operations.  At  0855  hours  helicopters  of  B  Troop,  3rd  Squadron,  17th 
Air  Cavalry  flying  from  their  base  at  DI  AN  to  the  1st  Brigade  area  of 
operations  received  ground  fire  from  a  point  13  kilometers  east  of  DAU 
TIENG.  The  helicopters  returned  the  enemy  fire  and  called  in  artillery 
on  the  enemy  positions.  One  helicopter  crewman  was  wounded  in  the  fight. 
Enemy  losses  could  not  be  determined. 

In  the  2nd  Brigade  area  of  operations  action  was  light  and  scattered 
throughout  the  day.  C  Company,  2nd  Battalion,  12th  Infantry  searching 
an  area  10,5  kilometers  north  of  TRANG  BANG  (XT 509295)  at  0930  hours 
discovered  an  enemy  food  cache  consisting  of  2,500  pounds  of  rice.  Another 
element  of  the  company  working  six  kilometers  northeast  of  the  city 
(XT 522248)  took  two  detainees  into  custody  at  1000  hours 0  At  1001  hours 
personnel  of  the  battalion's  A  Company  operating  at  the  rice  cache  site 
located  approximately  \  pound  of  assorted  enemy  documents. 

The  final  action  of  the  day  by  the  2nd  Battalion,  12th  Infantry 
occurred  at  2300  hours  5o5  kilometers  north  of  TRANG  BANG,  Here  elements 
of  D  Company  captured  one  member  of  a  local  Viet  Cong  Infrastructure  cell. 

The  2nd  Battalion,  14th  Infantry  saw  considerable  action  in  the 
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DUC  10 A- MO  THAI  seotor,  At  1455  hours  B  Company  smashed  into  a  small 
•nomy  base  oamp  4,5  kilometers  vest  of  BAO  THAI  (XT488053)  and  oaptured 
three  prisoners,  one  suspect,  one  AX-4?  rifle,  one  M-l6  rifle  and  one 
M-79  grenade  launoher,  At  the  same  time  the  battalion  command  and  oontrol 
heiioopter  flying  nearby  (XT482049)  engaged  one  enemy  soldier  attempting 
to  flee  the  area  ,  The  enemy  vas  killed  by  the  heiioopter' e  fire,  and 
airoraft  landed  to  oapture  one  machine  gun  that  the  enemy  soldier  had 
been  oarring, 

B  Company  oontinued  its  operation  in  the  general  vioinity  of  the 
enemy  base  oamp,  and  at  1700  hours  the  oompany  engaged  three  enemy  who 
attempted  to  more  into  the  area,  In  a  brief  fire  fight  that  took  place 
the  three  enemy  were  killed  and  the  oompany  captured  one  RPG-/  rocket 
launoher,  one  SKS  carbine  and  two  rounds  of  RPQ-7  ammunition. 

Moving  one  kilometer  west  of  the  •eontaet  site  (XT4?2051)  at  1738 
hours,  B  Company  came  under  fire  from  an  unknown  number  of  enemy.  One 
infantryman  was  wounded  by  this  fire.  The  company  returned  the  enemy 
fire  and  attacked  into  his  position  where  it  looated  one  dead  enemy 
soldier  and  one  AK-47  rifle. 

In  the  meantime,  Company  A  searching  500  meters  to  the  south  of 
this  oontaot  (XT473046)  at  1730  hours  located  and  destroyed  one  60mm 
mortar  round. 

The  4th  Battalion,  9th  Infantry  operating  around  the  village  of 
BAU  DIEU  experienced  two  contacts  during  the  day.  At  0820  hours  C  Company 
apprehended  one  detainee  at  a  point  two  kilometers  north  of  the  village 
(XT 577185),  A  Company  moving  one  kilometer  northeast  of  BAU  DIEU  (XT 573- 
177)  at  1940  hours  sustained  two  wounded  when  it  came  under  fire.  The 
company  fought  back  with  organic  weapons  to  suppress  the  enemy  fire. 
However,  a  search  of  the  contact  area  failed  to  reveal  any  losses. 

One  incident  was  reported  during  the  day  by  the  2nd  Battalion,  34th 
Armor.  The  battalion's  A  Company  was  sweeping  route  7A  one  kilometer 
south  of  TRUNG  LAP  (XT586200)  at  1448  hourB  when  it  detected  an  anti¬ 
tank  mine  in  the  road.  The  mine  was  destroyed  in  place. 

Within  the  3rd  Brigade  area  of  operations  aotion  continued  to  be 
scattered.  The  3rd  Brigade  Combined  Reoonnaissanoe  and  Intelligence 
Platoon  conducted  a  search  operation  around  THAliH  AN  during  the  day.  At 
1000  hours  the  unit  detained  three  suspeots  at  a  point  two  kilometers 
southwest  of  the  village  (XT524366).  At  1305  hours  two  additional  detainee 
were  picked  up  at  a  location  one  kilometer  west  of  THA^H  AN  (XT 525377), 

The  1st  Battalion  (Mechanised),  5th  Infantry  and  the  2nd  Battalion 
(Mechanised),  22nd  Infantry  moved  their  operations  into  the  BPI  LOI  Woods. 
At  1105  hours  C  Company,  1st  Battalion  (Mechanised),  5th  Infantry  was 
sweoping  through  an  area  four  kilometers  southwest  of  DAU  TIENG  (XT470429) 
where  it  apprehended  one  detainee  for  questioning.  The  battalion's  A 
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Company  *t  the  mm  tin*  ms  discovering  45  pounds  of  rloo  and  fits  pounds 
of  medical  suppliss  at  a  location  firs  kilometers  northsast  of  TRUONG  MIT 
(XT4 39430).  C  Company,  2nd  Battalion  (Mschanlssd) ,  22nd  Infantpy  searching 
an  arm  4,5  kilometers  north  of  TRUONG  NIT  (XT397448)  looatsd  and  dsstroysd 
a  booby  tpappsd  olustor  bomb  unit. 

A  Company,  1st  Battalion,  27th  Infantry  moved  into  ths  MICHRLIN 
Rubber  Plantation  to  oonduot  a  SMroh  operation*  At  1045  houps  ths  company 
looatsd  300  pounds  of  Pioe  in  a  bunker  looatsd  13  kilometers  east  of  ths 
DAO  TIENG  Bass  Camp  (XT618435),  Near  ths  rlos  find,  ths  eoapany  also 
looatsd  two  bloyolss  hidden  in  ths  brush..  At  2110  hours  ths  battalion's 
D  Company  was  completing  a  sweep  operation  three  kilometers  northwest 
of  THANH  AN  (XT521411)  where  it  looatsd  six  enemy  bodies  and  apprehended 
one  suspeot  found  hiding  in  the  vicinity. 

Division  elements  sweeping  the  main  supply  route  around  CO  CHI 
and  TAX  NINH  during  the  day  reported  several  incidents.  At  0645  hours 
one  member  of  C  Troop,  3rd  Squadron,  4th  Cavalry  was  wouided  when  an  anti* 
tank  mine  was  detonated  on  route  22  six  kilometers  northwest  of  GO  DAU  HA 
(XT362314).  Personnel  of  A  Company,  65th  Engineer  Battalion  sweeping 
route  22  19  kilometers  northwset  of  TAT  NINH  (XTU5698)  at  1150  hours 
detonated  an  anti-tank  mine  planted  in  the  road.  The  blast  resulted 
in  one  man  being  wounded.  At  1228  hours  C  Troop  discovered  and  destroyed 
an  anti-tank  mine  buried  along  route  1  one  kilometer  from  BAU  DIEU  village 
(XT 568164). 

Air  Force  fighter-bomber  pilots  operating  over  the  division  taetical 
area  of  operational  interest  during  the  day  were  credited  with  killing 
seven  enemy  in  39  sorties  that  were  flown  against  enemy  targets. 

16  November 

Action  within  the  1st  Brigade  area  of  operations  was  restricted 
for  the  day  to  the  immediate  TAX  NINH  area.  At  1245  hours  A  Company 
4th  Battalion  (Hsohanised) ,  23rd  Infantry  apprehended  six  detainees  as 
the  unit  searched  through  a  village  area  pne  kilometer  east  of  TAX  NINH 
(XT258501).  The  enemy  made  one  of  his  rscently  infrequent  strikes  at  the 
TAX  NINH  Base  Camp  at  2245  hours  when  two  rounds  of  10?mm  rocket  fire 
and  five  rounds  of  75mm  recoileus  rifle  were  directed  at  the  camp.  This 
brie!  flurry  of  incoming  fire  wounded  three  men  on  the  base  camp.  Ths 
enemy's  fire  was  rstumed  by  artillery  and  the  fire  of  armed  helicopters 
with  unknown  results. 

In  the  2nd  Brigade  for  the  day  action  was  relatively  light.  Company 
A,  2nd  Battalion,  14th  Infantry  sweeping  eight  kilometers  northeast  of 
DOC  HOA  (XT632033)  located  and  destroyed  one  booby  trapped  hand  grenade 
at  0940  hours.  At  1000  hours  another  element  of  the  company  operating 
at  a  point  seven  kilometers  north  of  DOC  HOA  (XT6Q3035)  apprehended  five 
detainees  for  questioning. 
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The  2nd  Battalion*  12th  Infantry  continuing  ita  activities  around 
THING  BING  reported  two  Incidents  for  the  day.  At  0915  hours  D  Company 
piokedf  up  two  detainees  during  a  sweep  5.5  kilometers  north  of  the  town. 

B  Company  concentrated  its  attention  to  an  area  two  kilometers  north  of 
TRANG  BANG  (XT 5020)  where  at  1200  hours  it  looated  a  small  bunker  complex 
Three  detainees  were  ploked  up  in  the  area  for  questioning  and  |  pound 
of  assorted  documents  and  t  pound  of  medical  supplies  were  gathered  up 
from  the  bunker. 

A  Company.  4th  Battalion.  9th  Infantry  sustained  four  men  wounded 
at  O83O  hours  when  a  booby  trapped  hand  grenade  was  trapped  during  a 
search  operation  1.5  kilometers  northeast  of  BAU  DHU  (XT 576172).  At 
1940  hours  the  battalion's  C  Company  was  the  target  of  several  RPG  rocket 
rounds  and  an  unknown  number  of  small  arms  rounds  as  the  unit  moved  two 
kilometers  northeast  of  BAU  DIEU  (XT 575185).  One  infantryman  was  wounded 
by  the  enemy  fire  which  was  returned  with  organic  weapons  and  supporting 
artillery. 

In  the  3rd  Brigade  area  of  operations  A  Company,  1st  Battalion 
(Mechanized),  3th  Infantry  enjoyed  a  successful  day's  operation  in  the 
B0I  LOI  rfoods.  Sweeping  4.5  kilometers  south  of  3A0  DON  (XT445408)  at 
1205  hours,  the  company  located  a  cache  of  3*800  pounds  of  rice* 

Extending  its  search  in  this  general  area  for  the  remainder  of  the  day. 
the  company  located  21  bicycles.  20  pounds  of  salt,  745  pounds  of 
additional  rice,  11  60mm  mortar  rounds,  seven  M-79  rounds,  20  artillery 
fuses,  one  claymore  mine,  259  small  arms  rounds,  two  hand  grenades  and 
one  medical  kit. 

In  the  meantime,  the  Scout  Platoon,  2nd  Battalion  (Meohanized) , 

22nd  Infantry  was  searching  through  an  area  seven  kilometers  east  of 
GO  DAU  HA  (XT464242)  where  at  1210  hours  it  discovered  500  small  arms 
rounds,  one  hand  grenade  and  three  pounds  of  assorted  er.cmy  documents. 

The  1st  Battalion,  27th  Infantry  encountered  several  contacts 
as  it  operated  around  THANH  AN.  At  approximately  1100  hours  A  Company 
was  sweeping  one  kilometer  east  of  the  village  (XT554379)  when  it 
located  a  small  e  emy  cache  consisting  of  four  bicycles ,  six  anti¬ 
tank  mines  and  one  pound  of  assorted  documents.  From  this  the  company 
moved  two  kilometers  to  the  east  (XT 562379),  and  at  1658  hours  came 
under  heavy  RPG  and  small  arms  fire.  Thi3  fire  was  returned  with  organic 
weapons  and  with  the  aid  of  armed  helicopters.  The  enemy  fire  was 
suppressed,  but  the  infantrymen  were  unable  to  determine  the  enemy 
losSee  after  Assaulting  into  the  positions  he  had  occupied.  The  company 
suffered  eight  men  wounded  in  the  exchange  of  fire. 

Along  the  MUSHROOM  in  the  SAIGON  River  north  of  CU  CHI,  a  long 
range  reconnaissance  team  from  F  Company,  50th  Infantry  (LRP)  came 
across  e  large  rice  cache  hidden  along  the  bank  of  the  river  (XT564326). 
The  discovery  was  made  at  1050  hours,  and  before  the  day  was  over  the 
"Lerp"  had  evacuated  7,00  pounds  of  rice. 
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Armed  helicopter*  from  C  Troop,  3rd  Squadron,  l?th  Air  Cavalry 
experienced  three  enoounter*  with  the  enemy  throughout  the  day.  At 
0931  hour*  a  helioopter  deteoted  and  engaged  one  enemy  soldier  at  a 
location  five  kilometer*  vest  of  BAO  TRAI  (XT479050).  Sweeping  in 
with  machine  gun  and  rooket  fire,  the  airoraft  and  its  orew  were  oredited 
with  one  kill.  At  1400  hours,  however,  three  members  of  the  troop  were 
killed  when  their  0H-6A  helioopter  was  shot  down  by  ground  fire  as  it 
flew  two  kilometers  west  of  BAU  DIEU  (XT 56 5133)* 

Other  helioopter*  from  the  squadron  that  moved  into  the  general 
area  where  the  airoraft  went  down  were  sucoessful  in  deteoting  an  esti¬ 
mated  20  enemy  soldiers  in  an  area  eight  kilometers  west  of  the  GO  CHI 
Base  (XT 600?) .  Beginning  a  series  of  attaoks  on  this  enemy  fores  at 
1615  hours,  the  oavalrymen  accounted  for  15  er.nmy  dead  before  the  target 
was  lost. 

Air  Foroe  pilots  and  fighter-bomber  orew  flew  32  sorties  against 
enemy  targets  in  the  division  taotioal  area  of  inte  est  throughout  the 
day.  Assessment  of  these  strikes  oredited  the  tactical  fighters  with 
two  kills  by  body  count. 


1?  November 

Two  incidents  were  the  only  aotions  reported  in  the  1st  Brigade 
area  of  operations.  At  0910  hours  an  armored  personnel  carrier  from 
B  Company,  4th  Battalion  (Mechanized) ,  23rd  Infantry  detonated  an  anti¬ 
tank  mine  as  it  operated  on  a  sweep  two  kilometers  south  of  TAX  NINH 
Base  Camp  (XT167489).  Four  infantrymen  riding  in  the  vehicle  were 
wounded  by  the  blast.  Elements  of  the  battalion  working  later  in 
the  day  along  route  13  northeast  of  TAX  WINH  (XT310540)  received  one 
Hoi  Chanh.  This  man  rallied  at  1810  hours. 

Action  was  u  usually  light  in  the  2nd  Brigade  area  of  operations 
during  the  day.  The  lone  incident  reported  by  the  2nd  Battalion,  14th 
Infantry  occurred  at  1030  hours  when  A  Company  apprehended  one  detainee 
while  it  swept  an  area  six  kilometers  northeast  of  BAO  TRAI  (XT621027). 

The  2nd  Battalion,  12th  Infantry  was  the  busiest  unit  in  the  2nd 
Brigade  throughout  the  day.  At  0920  hours  D  Company  uncovered  a  bunker 
two  kilometers  north  of  TRU^G  LAP  (XT585234)  which  contained  one  M-l 
carbine,  one  medical  book  and  500  rounds  of  small  arms  ammunition.  B 
Company  sweeping  2.5  kilometers  northeast  of  TRANG  BANG  (XT 516205) 
detained  two  suspects  for  questioning.  D  Company  moving  to  a  position 
one  kilometer  west  of  TRU.'G  LAP  (XT605215  came  across  a  small  base 
camp  where  it  captured  four  priaoners-of-war  and  one  suspect  at  1255 
hours.  Remaining  in  the  area,  the  unit  picked  up  three  additional 
detainees  that  walked  into  the  base  area  at  1355  hours. 

The  only  other  incident  in  the  brigade  was  reported  by  the  4th 
Battalion,  9th  Infantry,  At  1100  hours  the  battalion's  B  Company 
apprehended  two  detainees  for  questioning  as  the  company  conducted  a 
sweep  operation  two  kilometers  north  of  BAO  DIEU  (XT564186), 
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Elements  of  the  1st  Battalion,  2?th  Infantry  undar  tha  oparational 
oontrol  of  tha  3rd  Brigada  experienced  tha  heaviest  aotion  of  tha  day* 

At  0704  hours  Coapany  A  operating  in  tha  BOI  LOI  Woods  seven  kilonatars 
northaast  of  BAO  DOM  (XT501370)  came  undar  small  arms  fira  from  an  un¬ 
known  number  of  enemy.  Tha  company  returnad  tha  enemy  fira  with  organio 
waapons  and  assaulted  into  tha  anamy  positions*  Aftar  tha  fighting  oaased, 
tha  company  looatad  fira  anamy  bodias,  two  prisonar-of-war,  six  AK-47 
rifles,  ona  9mm  pistol  and  ona  fiald  radio, 

Meanwhila  in  tha  vicinity  of  THANH  AN,  tha  battalion's  Scout  Platoon 
apprahandad  two  detainees  at  0704  hours  Vit&*  search  through  the  villaga* 
Company  A  swsaping  3.5  kilometers  southaast  of  tha  villaga  (XT564368) 
looatad  one  anamy  body  and  ona  AK-4?  rifla  at  1000  hours.  Pushing  800 
motors  to  tha  wast  of  this  position  (XT 556370) *  tha  company  came  under 
intansa  small  arms  and  RFG  fira  which  killed  one  man  and  wounded  eight 
others*  The  company  oalled  artillery  fira  in  on  the  entrenched  enemy, 

Aftar  tha  fire  ceased.  Infantrymen  moved  into  the  enemy  positions  but 
were  unable  to  locate  any  enemy  casualties. 

Later  in  the  day  1530  hours,  C  Company  reported  discovering  four 
hand  grenades  during  a  sweep  one  kilometer  southeast  of  THANH  AN  (XT> 
43375).  At  1815  hours  personnel  of  B  Company  protecting  a  bridge  on 
route  14  three  kilometers  north  of  the  village  (XT525418)  engaged  three 
enemy  soldiers,  Tha  enemy  withdrew  under  this  fire  but  abandoned  one 
dead  soldier  and  an  M-l  rifle. 

The  only  other  action  reported  by  the  3rd  Brigade  involved  C  Coapany 
2nd  Battalion  (Mechanised),  22nd  Infantry  which  captured  one  BPG-7 
round  and  five  pounds  of  rice  from  a  bunker.  This  find  took  place  as 
the  coapany  swept  through  the  BOI  LOI  Woods  4.5  kilometers  mast  of 
BA0  DON  (XT486365)  at  0830  hours. 

A  total  of  35  fighter-bomber  sorties  were  flown  against  enemy  targets 
within  the  division  tactical  area  of  operations  during  the  day.  One 
enemy  dead  was  credited  to  these  strikes  on  the  basis  of  bomb  damage 
assessment  conducted  following  eaoh  strike. 

18  November 

The  long  lull  in  eneaiy  activity  in  the  1st  Brigade  area  of  operations 
around  TAY  NINH  continued.  Only  two  incidents  were  reported  during  the 
day  and  these  both  involved  the  apprehension  of  detainees  for  questioning 
At  1645  hours  A  Company,  4th  Battalion  (Mechanised),  23rd  Infantry  pioked 
up  three  suspects  during  a  sweep  along  route  13  eight  kilometers  north¬ 
east  of  tha  city  (XT313544),  Elements  of  the  3rd  Battalion,  22nd  Infantry 
apprehended  five  detainees  found  loitering  two  kilometers  wast  of  the 
TAY  NINH  Base  Camp  (XTI35O)  at  2035  hours. 

Activity  was  fairly  heavy  within  the  2nd  Battalion,  14  Infantry 
portion  of  the  2nd  Brigade  area  of  operations.  Company  D  sustained  three 
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men  wounded  at  0925  hours  when  a  booby  trapped  hand  grenade  exploded 

furlng  a  company  sweep  three  kilometers  northeast  of  DUC  HOA  (XS623973) . 
etween  1400  hours  and  1700  hours  Companies  A,B  and  D  apprehended  a 

total  of  22  detainees  and  captured  eight  six  prisoners-of-war  in  the 
search  of  a  village  5.5  kilometers  east  of  BA0  TRAI  (XT575035.  *t 
1630  hours  helioopters  gunships  supporting  this  operation  received 
ground  fire  from  a  position  1.5  kilometers  southwest  of  the  village 
(XT581025).  One  aircraft  erew  member  was  wounded  by  this  burst  of 
fire. 

Elswhere  in  the  2nd  Brigade  area,  C  Company,  2nd  Battalion,  12th 
Infantry  apprehended  nine  detainees  at  0949  hours  as  the  company  conducted 
a  sweep  operation  through  an  area  6.5  kilometers  east  of  GO  DAU  BA 
(XT466246).  At  1325  hours  helicopter  gunships  supporting  another  battalion 
operation  4.5  north  of  TRANG  BANG  (XT502235)  engaged  two  enemy  with 
machine-  gun  and  socket  fire  accounting  for  two  kills, 

4 

In  the  3rd  Brigade  area  of  operations  the  3rd  Brigade  Combined 
Reconnaissance  and  Intelligence  Platoon  moved  into  the  MICHELIN  Rubber 
Plantation  to  conduct  search  operations.  At  1015  hours  the  unit 
apprehended  one  detainee  at  a  point  four  kilometers  northeast  of  DAO 
TIENG  (XT 5165OO),  Moving  two  kilometers  farther  to  the  northeast 
(XT521517)  the  platoon  discovered  and  destroyed  a  claymore  nine  at 
1115  hours. 

Personnel  of  D  Company,  65th  Engineer  Battalion  assisting  B 
Company,  2nd  Battalion  (Mechanized),  22nd  Infantry  with  a  sweep  of 
route  14  south  of  QATJ  TIENG  destroyed  one  hand  grenade,  one  155** 
round  and  one  81mm  mortar  round  located  at  a  bridge  site  on  the^  road 
three  kilometers  north  of  THANH  AN  (XT 524408).  At  0900  hours,  however, 

B  Company  personnel  moving  along  the  road  at  a  point  five  kilometers 
south  of  DAU  TIENG  (XT511425)  detonated  a  booby  trapped  hand  grenade 
resulting  in  three  infantrymen  being  wounded. 

At  1400  hours  personnel  of  the  Engineer  Company  moved  into  a 
location  200  meters  west  of  the  MUSHROOM  in  the  SAIGON  river  (XT552343) 
where  they  destroyed  a  booby  trapped  cluster  bomb  unit. 

Actioned  slacked  considerably  in  the  1st  Battalion,  27th  Infantry 
area  of  operations  around  the  village  of  THANH  AN.  The  only  action 
reported  involving  personnel  of  the  battalion  occurred  at  0815  hours 
when  infantrymen  from  B  Company  destroyed  two  hand  grenades  discovered' 
on  route  14  at  a  point  two  kilometers  south  of  DAU  TIENG  (XT499448). 

Elements  of  B  Troop,  3rd  Squadron,  4th  Cavalry  searching  through 
an  area  three  kilometers  southwest  of  GO  DAU  HA  (XT362325)  at  0815  hours 
located  and  destroyed  one  round  of  RFG-2  ammunition.  At  1243  hours  C 
Troop  suffered  two  men  wounded  when  an  armored  personnel  carrier  struck 
an  anti-tank  wine  buried  in  route  1  three  kilometers  west  of  BAU  DIEU 
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(XT 540179)*  Later  in  the  day  at  1520  hours,  the  troop  engaged  an 
unknown  number  of  enemy  In  a  fire  fight  along  rout*  ?A  4,5  kiloiuatara 
southaaat  of  TRANG  BANG  (XT 51 51 52).  Artillary  and  heieoptar  gunahipa 
war#  oallad  into  aupport  tha  oavtlrymen  who  auffarad  ona  man  wounded 
in  tha  exchange  of  fira.  A  sweep  of  tha  enemy  positions  after  tha 
fira  oaaaad  failed  to  turn  up  any  enemy  casualties. 

Three  enemy  soldiers  ware  killed  and  approximately  1,000  pounds 
of  supplies  ware  destroyed  as  a  result  of  24  Air  Foroe  fighter-bomber 
sorties  flown  within  tha  25th  Infantry  area  of  operational  interest 
during  the  day, 

19  November 

Aotion  tappered  off  considerably  In  the  division  area  of  operations 
on  19  November,  No  signifioany  motions  ware  reported  in  the  1st  Brigade 
area  of  operations. 

In  tha  2nd  Brigade  area  six  incidents  took  plaee.  One  man  from 
Headquarters  Company,  65th  Engineer  Battalion  was  wounded  when  an  anti¬ 
tank  mine  was  detonated  eight  kilometers  northwest  of  DUC  HOA  (XT537- 
016)  at  1300  hours.  At  1220  hours  A  Company,  2nd  Battalion,  l4th 
Infantry  reported  locating  and  destroying  three  hand  grenades  during 
sweep  operation  seven  kilometers  northwest  of  DUC  HOA  (XT576025)* 

Elsewhere,  the  2nd  Battalion,  27th  Infantry  moved  into  an  area 
north  of  GO  DAU  HA  (XT3634)  where  at  1200  hours  C  Company  located  a 
small  supply  dump  containing  100  flashlight  batteries,  100  pounds  of 
medical  supplies,  15  pounds  of  assorted  enemy  documents  and  two  radio 
batteries.  One  kilometer  northwest  of  where  C  Company  had  made  its 
find  (XT355356),  A  Company  looated  six  rounds  of  FPG-7  ammunition  and 
six  rocket  boosters  at  1653  hours. 

Approximately  3,000  pounds  of  rice  were  captured  by  elements  of 
D  Company,  2nd  Battalion,  12th  Infantry  as  that  unit  conducted  a  sweep 
operation  seven  kilometers  southwest  of  TRUONG  MIT  (XT 335366)  at  1200 
hours.  At  O83O  hours  C  Company,  1st  Battalion  (Mechanized),  5th  Infantry 
reported  receiving  one  Hoi  Chanh  with  an  SKS  carbine.  This  incident 
took  place  as  the  company  was  sweeping  through  the  village  of  THAI  MX 
(XT524150).  Elements  of  C  Company,  65th  Engineer  Battalion  assisting 
the  mechanised  infantrymen  in  the  search  of  the  village  located  and 
destroyed  one  anti-tank  mine  on  route  7A  where  it  passes  through  the 
populated  area. 

In  the  3rd  Brigade  area,  the  Combined  Reconnaissance  and  Intelligence 
Platoon  of  the  1st  Battalion,  2?th  Infantry  was  sweeping  1.5  kilometers 
southwest  of  THANH  AN  (XT5 22365)  at  1045  hours  when  it  located  25  gallons 
of  gasoline.  At  1100  hours  the  battalion's  B  Company  searching  2.5 
kilometers  north  of  THANH  AN  (XT559401)  located  and  destroyed  one  anti¬ 
tank  mine. 
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Troops  working  difeotly  under  divisional  control  roportod  four 
oontaott  during  tkm  4»y.  At  1030  hour*  B  Troop ,  3rd  Squadron ,  4th  Cavalry 
working  fiva  kilonatatf*  southwest  of  TRUONG  MIT  (XT351377)  looatad  and 
destroyed  savan  rounds  of  RPG-7  'ammunition  and  two  rounds  of  RPG-E 
ammunition. 

The  Aarorifla  Platoon,  C  Troop,  3rd  Squadron,  l?th  Cavalry  was 
credited  with  destroying  four  rounds  of  82ma  mortar  ammunition  looatad 
in  an  enemy  bunker  at  a  looatlon  eight  kilometers  southwest  of  BAO  DON 
(XT352348).  This  action  took  place  a  0915  hours.  At  1225  hours  the 
platoon  was  again  set  down  a  short  distance  from  where  the  mortar  rounds 
wore  discovered  earlier  (IT355356),  Here  the  unit  came  under  small  arms 
fire  from  an  unknown  number  of  enemy.  The  oontaot  was  supported  by  the 
armed  hSlioopters  of  the  troop,  and  when  the  Aerorifle  Platoon  pushed 
into  the  enemy  positions,  it  discovered  two  enemy  dead. 

One  engineer  from  B  Company,  65th  Engineer  Battalion  was  wounded 
when  the  truok  in  which  he  was  riding  struck  an  anti-tank  mine.  This 
incident  occurred  at  1130  hours  on  route  10  kilometer  south  of  BAO 
THAI  (XT533027). 

Air  Poroe  fighter-bombers  flew  2?  combat  sorties  throughout  the 
divisional  area  of  operation  during  the  day  and  were  credited  with  killing 
three  ertemy  soldiers. 


20  November 

For  the  second  consecutive  day  no  significant  actions  were  reported 
within  the  1st  Brigade  area  of  operations.  Action  oontdnued  to  be  relatively 
light  in  the  2nd  Brigade  area  also. 

B  Company,  2nd  Battalion,  14th  Infantry  apprehended  one  detainee 
at  1600  hours  as  it  swept  through  an  area  six  kilometers  north  of  DOC 
HOA  (XT602204).  At  1000  hours  A  Company#  2nd  Battalion,  34th  Armor 
received  three  rounds  of  small  arms  fire  as  it  pushed. through  an  area 
three  kilometers  east  of  the  CU  CHI  Base  Camp  (XT696173).  The  company 
returned  the  enemy* «  fire  and  aaa welted  into  his  position  to  located  one 
enemy  dead  and  two  AK-47  rifle  magazines. 

C  Company,  1st  Battalion  (Mechanized) ,  5th  Infantry  continued  to 
operate  in  the  THAI  MX  village  complex  where  it  reported  several  incidents. 

At  0818  hours  the  company  destroyed  a  booby  trapped  155mm  round  located 
within  the  village  (XT542151).  A  short  distance  away  (XT540150)  the 
company  located  and  destroyed  two  anti-tank  mines  at  1000  hours.  In  the 
meantime  the  battalion's  B  Company  was  active  around  a  location  1.5 
kilometers  northwest  of  TRUNG  LAP  (XT79228).  Here  a  booby  trapped  hand 
grenade  wounded  one  member  of  the  unit  at  1000  hours.  At  1145  hours 
another  Infantryman  was  wounded  by  a  booby  trap  of  unknown  type  aa  the 
company  continued  to  search  through  the  area.  Ac  1350  hours  B  Company 
apprehended  one  detainee  for  questioning  as  it  completed  its  sweep  and 
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prepared  to  return  to  its  bast  a  Fir*  Support  Base  PATTON. 

In  the  3rd  Brigade  area  of  operations,  0  Company,  65th  Engineer 
Battalion  personnel  supporting  the  2nd  battalion  (Mechanised) ,  22nd 
Infantry  destroyed  one  booby  trapped  155ma  round  at  a  looation  seven 
kilometers  northeast  of  GO  DAU  HA  (XT453292).  This  incident  took 
plaoe  at  1030  hours.  At  1200  hours  the  mechanised  battalion's  B  Company 
detained  one  suspeot  for  questioning  as  it  swept  through  the  BEN  COI 
Rubber  Plantation  2.5  kilometers  southwest  of  DAU  TIENG  (XT465450), 

An  element  of  B  Company.  65th  Engineer  Battalion  located  and 
destroyed  an  anti- tank- mine  at  0829  hours  as  it  worked  in  an  area  four 
kilometers  northeast  of  GO  DAU  HA  (XT435272) . 

In  the  air  over  the  division  taotioal  area  of  operations,  Air  Force 
fighter-bomber  flew  26  oombat  sorties  against  enemy  targets.  These 
strikes  were  credited  with  killing  one  enemy  soldier  by  body  count. 

21  November 

Combat  action  within  the  1st  Brigade  area  of  operations  oontinued 
extremely  light  as  no  significant  actions  were  reported  for  the  day. 

In  the  2nd  Brigade  area  all  battalions  reported  significant  actions  with 
the  exception  of  the  2nd  Battalion,  34th  Armor. 

A  Company,  2nd  Battalion,  14th  Infantry  oaptured  one  Viet  Cong 
Infrastructure  member  at  1105  hours  as  the  company  conducted  a  sweep 
operation  through  an  area  eight  kilometers  east  of  BAO  TRAI  (XT60203&K 
At  1315  hours  elements  of  the  same  company  oame  into  contact  with  an 
unknown  number  of  enemy  at  a  point  5*5  kilometers  northeast  of  DUC  HOA 
(XT619018).  In  a  short  but  fierce  fire  fight,  the  infantrymen  killed 
one  enemy  soldier  and  captured  two. 

In  the  2nd  Battalion,  27th  Infantry  area  of  operations  two  incidents 
ocourred  during  the  day.  A  0900  hours  D  Company  detained  two  suspects 
for  questioning  as  the  unit  pushed  through  an  area  seven  kilometers  south 
of  TRANG  BANG  (XT478117).  At  2300  hours  the  battalion  night  location  at 
Fire  Support  Base  REED  (XT477125)  received  20  rounds  of  82mm  mortar  fire 
and  an  unknown  number  of  small  arms  fire  which  resulted  in  the  wounding 
of  seven  personnel.  The  enemy  fire  was  returned  with  small  arms*  mortars 
and  artillery,  but  the  results  of  this  return  fire  could  not  be  determined. 

Company  C,  2nd  Battalion,  12th  Infantry  swept  through  an  area  «met. 
kilometers  northeast  of  TRANG  BANG  (XT534254)  where  at  1400  hours  it 
apprehended  one  detainee.  B  Company  of  the  battalion  conducted  a  sweep 
7.5  kilometers  northeast  of  TRA..G  BANG  (XT 513262)  where  at  1400  hours  it 
apprehended  two  detainees. 

The  Scout  Platoon,  1st  Battalion  (Mechanized),  5th  Infantry  came 
under  small  arms  and  mortar  fire  at  0726  hours  as  it  moved  into  an  area 
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on*  kilometer  northeast  of  TRUNG  LAP  (XT 601222).  Two  platoon  members 
vara  wounded  by  tha  fire  vhioh  whs  returned  by  organic  waapons  with 
unknown  effects  on  tha  anamy.  At  0950  hours  paraonnal  of  tha  battalion's 
A  Company  destroyed  a  booby  trappad  hand  granada  as  tha  company 
conducted  a  swaap  operation  one  kilometer  northeast  of  BAD  DIEU  (XT572175)* 
A  short  distanoa  away  (XT 572178)  at  1009  hours,  other  members  of  tha  unit 
discovered  and  destroyed  an  anti-tank  mine*  Elements  of  C  Company.  65th 
Engineer  Battalion  operating  in  support  of  tha  mechanised  battalion  in 
this  same  general  area  (XT572173)  dastroyad  two  anti-tank  mines  at  1205 
hours* 


In  the  3rd  Brigade  area  of  operation  one  member  of  B  Company.  2nd 
Battalion  (Mechanized) .  22nd  Infantry  was  killed  and  another  wounded  at 
1130  hours  when  an  anti-tank  exploded  on  route  14  four  kilometers  south 
of  DAU  TIENG  (XT 510426)*  Another  element  of  the  battalion  working  along 
route  26  one  kilometer  from  BA0  DON  (XT426366)  came  under  small  eras  fire 
at  1340  hours  but  esoaped  without  Casualties*  A  thorough  search  of  the 
area  after  the  fire  ceased  resulted  in  the  apprehenflen of  five  detainees* 

The  1st  Battalion.  27th  Infantry  was  active  during  the  day  around 
the  TRAPEZOID  village  of  THANH  AN*  At  0925  hours  B  Company  sweeping  1*5 
kilometers  northeast  of  the  village  located  one  enemy  body.  C  Company 
was  sweeping  a  short  distance  to  the  northwest  of  B  Company  (XT53&395) 
where  at  1040  hours  it  came  under  sniper  fire  whioh  resulted  in  the 
killing  of  one  Infantryman.  The  sniper  fire  was  returned,  but  enemy 
losses  eould  not  be  determined* 

At  1125  hours  B  Company  searching  the  area  where  it  had  found  the 
enemy  body  earlier  in  the  morning  discovered  an  ammunition  oaohe  consisting 
of  207  RPG-7  rounds,  27  RPG-2  rounds  and  85  RGP  boosters.  In  addition  one 
M-l  carbine,  one  hand  grenade,  two  anti-tank  mines  and  one  typewriter 
were  uncovered  in  the  immediate  area. 

Elswhere  in  the  division  area  during  the  day,  one  member  of  A 
Troop,  3rd  Squadron,  4th  Cavalry  was  wounded  at  2259  hours  when  the 
outpost  he  was  manning  along  route  1  four  kilometers  southeast  of 
TRANG  BANG  (XT525186)  was  attacked  by  fire*  The  outpost  returned  the 
enemy  fire  and  called  in  artillery*  Enemy  losses  could  not  be  determined* 
One  sampan  was  destroyed  by  a  helicopter  from  C  Troop,  3rd  Squadron, 

17th  Air  Cavalry  a  canal  nine  kilometers  west  of  BAO  TRAI  (XT438048). 

Air  Force  fighter-bombers  added  their  fire  power  against  the  enemy  by 
flying  19  combat  sorties  against  enemy  targets  in  the  division  area  of 
operations.  The  results  of  these  strikes  could  not  be  determined, 

22  November 

In  the  1st  Brigade  area  of  operations  B  Company,  4th  Battalion 
(Mechanised) ,  23rd  Infantry  apprehended  two  detainees  at  0945  hours  as 
the  company  conducted  a  sweep  operation  5*5  kilometers  northwest  of 
the  TAY  NINB  Base  Coop  (XTI25658)  <=  At  1425  hours  A  Company  of  the 
battalion  discovered  and  destroyed  three  82mm  mortar  rounds  as  it 
pushed  through  an  area  four  kilometers  southwest  of  the  base  camp 
(XT135^35). 
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Several  significant  actions  took  plaos  in  ths  2nd  Brigade  area 
during  ths  day.  At  1630  hours  D  Company,  2nd  Battalion,  14th  Ifcfmntry 
rsportsd  ths  apprehension  of  one  detainee  pioked  up  as  the  oompany 
swept  through  an  area  4.5  kilometers  northeast  of  DUC  UOA  (XS632994). 

At  0904  hours  C  Company  oaptured  one  pound  of  assorted  enemy  documents 
during  a  searoh  operation  seven  kilometers  southarest  of  TRANG  BANG 
(XT467133).  A  short  distance  away  (XT460113)  the  company  looated  and 
destroyed  a  caohe  of  23  82mm  mortar  rounds  at  1053  hours. 

The  2nd  Battalion,  12th  Infantry  continued  its  sweeps  around  TRANG 
BANG.  At  O855  hours  D  Company  looated  several  enemy  documents  in  a  bunker 
found  five  kilometers  southwest  of  the  town  (XT459154).  At  1405  hours 
C  Company  detained  three  individuals  while  it  swept  an  area  3«5  kilometers 
south  of  TRANG  BAl.G  (XT484157). 

The  1st  Battalion  (Mechanised),  5th  Infantry  reported  three  motions 
resulting  from  its  operations  during  the  day.  At  1215  hours  personnel 
from  C  Company,  65th  Engineer  Battalion  supporting  elements  of  the 
mechanized  battalion  as  it  searohed  through  a  portion  of  the  THAI  MY 
village  complex  (XT522151)  located  and  destroyed  one  anti-tank  mine. 

C  Company  of  the  meohanized  battalion  spent  the  day  searching  through 
BAU  DIEU  (XT56I?)  where  at  1400  hours  it  apprehended  four  detainees  for 
questioning  by  local  officials.  B  Company  in  the  meantime  was  sweeping 
2.5  kilometers  northwest  of  BAU  DIEU  (XT5o0190)  where  at  1430  hours  it 
received  a  burst  of  small  arms  fire.  The  company  returned  the  enemy's 
fire  and  swept  into  his  portion  to  locate  one  dead  soldier,  a  9mm  pistol 
two  pounds  of  medical  supplies  and  three  pounds  of  documents. 

Action  continued  to  be  steady  within  the  3rd  Brigade  area  of  operations. 
At  1200  hours  B  Company,  4th  Battalion,  9th  Infantry  swept  through  an  area 
five  kilometers  southeast  of  D*U  TIENG  (XT539425)  and  uncovered  a  caohe  of. 

400  pounds  of  rice  and  one  bicycle. 

The  2nd  Battalion  (Mechanized),  22nd  Infantry  reported  several 
incidents  during  the  day.  At  0755  hours  B  Company  located  and  destroyed 
one  RPG-2  round  at  a  point  five  kilometers  west  of  DAU  TIENG  (XT437450). 
Another  element  of  this  company  sweeping  route  14  south  of  QAU  TIENG  at 
0830  hours  detected  and  destroyed  an  anti-tank  mine  at  a  point  4,5  kilo¬ 
meters  from  the  town  (XT 517420), 

C  Company,  4th  Battalion,  9th  Infantry  working  under  the  operational 
control  of  the  2nd  Battalion  (Mechanized),  22nd  Infantry  swept  through  an 
area  in  the  BOI  LQI  rfoods  two  kilometers  north  of  TRUONG  MIT  (XT 39 3424) . 

Here  at  1155  hours  the  company  detained  eleven  suspects.  At  1339  hours 
personnel  from  D  Company,  65th  Engineer  Battalion  working  in  support  of 
the  mechanized  battalion's  operations  in  an  area  six  kilometers  north  of 
GO  DAU  HA  (XT 369315)  destroyed  one  booby  trapped  1 55®»  round.  Company 
C  of  the  mechanized  battalion  swept  through  an  area  5.5  kilometers  north¬ 
east  of  BOA  DON  (XT475395)  where  at  1525  hours  it  uncovered  a  small  enemy 
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ammunition  oaohe  consisting  of  four  hand  grenade*  and  50  small  arms  rounds 
At  1640  hours  the  meohanized  battalion's  Soout  Platoon  reported  apprehending 
one  detainee  as  it  oonduoted  operations  6.5  kilometers  east  of  GO  DAU  BA 
(XT459252). 

The  1st  Battalion,  2?th  Infantry  oontinued  operations  around  THA.vH 
AN,  At  0717  hours  at  a  point  one  kilometer  east  of  the  village  (XT546378), 

A  Company  located  and  destroyed  one  hand  gr*nade.  Company  C  discovered  a 
large  enemy  cache  at  0820  hours  as  it  searched  through  an  area  2,5  kilometers 
north  of  the  village.  This  oache  contained  31  rounds  of  RPG-2  ammunition, 
6,600  small  arms  rounds,  29  PPG  boosters,  one  Enfield  rifle,  five  SES  rifles 
25  light  machine  guns,  14  rifle  grenades  and  two  60mm  mortar  rounds,  C 
Company  remained  in  the  general  area  of  the  cache  throughout  the  day,  and 
at  1430  hours  came  under  small  arms  fire  which  resulted  in  the  wounding  of 
seven  infantrymen.  The  company  returned  the  enemy  fire  and  called  in 
supporting  fire  from  artillery  units  and  Air  Foroe  fighter-bombers.  After 
the  fire  fight  ceased  and  the  enemy  withdrew,  the  company  searched  the 
contact  site  and  located  four  enemy  bodies. 

Units  operating  directly  under  divisional  control  experienced  consider¬ 
able  action  during  the  day, 

• 

At  1145  hours  elements  of  D  Troop,  3rd  Squadron,  4th  Cavalry  operating 
in  the  nortern  HO  BO  rfoods  13  kilometers  north  of  the  CU  CHI  Base  Camp 
(XT642298)  came  under  small  arms  fire  which  wounded  three  men.  This  enemy 
fire  was  returned  with  unknown  results.  A  Troop  of  the  squadron  sweeping 
four  kilometers  west  of  the  CU  CHI  Base  Camp  (XT605152)  discovered  a  bunker 
into  which  an  enemy  soldier  had  disappered.  The  cavalrymen  engaged  the 
bunker  with  hand  grenades.  Checking  out  the  bunker  later,  the  cavalrymen 
located  one  dead  e.»emy  and  an  M-16  rifle. 

Long  range  reconnaissance  teams  from  F  Company,  50th  Infantry  had 
two  contacts  with  the  enemy  during  the  day.  At  1804  hours  a  team  in 
position  one  kilometer  west  of  the  MUSHROOM  in  the  SAIGON  River  (XT552323) 
received  heavy  enemy  fire  which  wounded  two  team  members.  The  team 
returned  the  enemy  fire  and  warn  extracted  by  helicopter.  Another  team 
hiding  at  a  position  200  meters  south  of  the  MUSHROOM  (XT578308)  ambushed 
an  enemy  column  at  2022  hours.  After  the  firing  ceased,  the  "harp'’  moved 
forward  from  their  ambush  position  to  locate  10  dead  enemy  soldiers.  Two 
team  member  were  wounded  in  this  fight, 

A  helicopter  gunship  from  C  Troop,  3rd  Squadron,  17th  Air  Cavalry 
accounted  for  two  kills  and  destroyed  a  sampan  in  an  action  along  a  canal 
nine  kilometers  west  of  TRANG  BANG  (XT394194)  at  0740  hours.  At  0839 
hours  elements  of  D  Company,  65th  Engineer  Battalion  working  on  route  14 
six  kilometers  south  of  DAO  TIENG  (XT482397)  reported  locating  and  destroy¬ 
ing  an  anti-tank  mine. 
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A  total  of  27  fighter-bomber  sorties  war#  flown  by  Air  Foroe  pilots 
orar  the  division  tactical  area  of  operational  interest.  Results  of 
these  strikes  could  not  be  determined, 

23  November 

No  significant  activities  were  reported  for  the  day  by  the  1st 
Brigade  in  its  operations  in  the  general  vicinity  of  TAY  NINH, 

In  the  2nd  Brigade  area  of  operations,  both  the  2nd  Battalion,  12th 
Infantry  and  1st  Battalion  (Mechanized),  5th  Infantry  reported  significant 
contacts  with  the  enemy.  At  1435  hours  B  Company,  2nd  Battalion,  12th 
Infantry  engaged  an  unknown  size  enemy  force  during  a  sweep  operation 
four  kilometers  northeast  of  TRANG  BANG  (XT524212).  The  company  0 ailed 
in  air  strikes  to-  augment  its  organic  fires,  Assulting  intothe  enemy 
position,  the  infantrymen  found  one  enemy  dead  and  captured  seven  prisoners, 
six  AK-4?  rifles,  two  RPG  rockets  launohers  and  one  M-79  grenade  launcher. 

In  addition,  one  detainee  was  apprehended. 

At  0905  hours  C  Company,  1st  Battalion  (Mechanized),  5th  Infantry 
located  and  destroyed  one  anti-tank  mine  on  route  7A  as  the  road  passes 
through  the  THAI  Mi  village  complex  (XT541150).  An  hours  later  company 
personnel  operating  in  the  same  general  area  detonated  an  anti-tank  mine* 

The  blast  killed  one  man  and  wovnded  another*  The  battalion's  Reconnaissance 
Platoon  searching  through  an  area  two  kilometers  northeast  of  BAU  DIEU 
(XT 562I86)  at  1145  hours  located  and  destroyed  a  war  head  to  a  122mm 
rocket. 

Six  members  of  A  Company  of  the  battalion  were  wounded  at  1225 
hours  when  they  detonated  a  booby  trap  of  unknown  type.  The  incident 
occurred  as  the  company  was  searching  through  BAU  DIEU  (XT575174).  At 
1700  hours  B  Company  located  an  anti-tank  mine  on  a  sweep  1.5  kilometers 
northwest  of  TRUNG  LAP  (XT579228).  Company  C  sustained  two  men  wounded 
when  it  came  under  enemy  small  arms  fire  as  it  searched  through  the 
village  complex  at  TR*I  Mi  (XT 542151).  Earlier  in  the  day  at  1500  hours 
the  company  had  detaineed  nine  suspects  for  questioning  in  the  same 
general  area. 

Action  in  the  3rd  Brigade  occurred  in  the  BEN  CUI  Rubber  Plantation, 
the  BOI  LOI  Woods  and  the  TRAPEZOID.  At  1845  hours  the  brigade  CRIP 
moving  through  the  BEN  CUI  4,5  kilometers  southwest  of  DAU  TIENG  (XT445445) 
engaged  an  unknown  number  of  enemy  soldiers  killing  five  in  a  fierce  fire 
fight.  In  addition,  the  CRIP  captured  three  pounds  of  enemy  documents, 
one  38  cal  pistol  and  100,000  piasters.  Three  CRIP  personnel  were  wounded 
in  the  fight. 

C  Conpeay ,  4th  Battalion,  9th  Infantry  had  a  major  engagement  at  a 
location  in  the  BOI  LOI  Woods  4,5  kilometers  southwest  of  TRUONG  MIT 
(XT36037O) .  At  0915  hours  during  a  sweep  the  company  came  under  heavy 
fire  from  a  hedgerow.  Artillery  fire  and  armed  helicopters  were  called 
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in  to  soften  the  enemy  position,  but  when  the  oompany  attempted  to  assault 
after  the  supporting  fires  were  lifted  it  was  against  struok  by  withering 
enemy  fire.  The  fight  continued  all  day  before  the  enemy  broke  contact.. 

Company  losses  throughout  the  day  were  15  killed  and  20  wounded*  A  searoh 
of  the  enemy  positions  after  he  withdrew  found  six  enemy  bodies,  one  RPG- 
7  rocket  launeher,  seven  AK-47  rifles,  five  rounds  of  RPG-?  ammunition,  five 
pounds  of  enemy  documents,  five  pounds  of  medioal  supplies,  two  hand  grenades 
and  11  pounds  of  explosives* 

A  Vietnamese  Regional  Foroe  Company  that  moved  into  the  area  to  support 
the  oontaot  located  an  enemy  cache  at  a  location  one  kilometer  east  Of  the 
contact.  The  RF  company  captured  139  RPG-2  rounds,  700  rounds  of  small 
arms  ammunition,  seven  rounds  of  ?5mm  ammunition,  11  carbines,  10  M-2-L, rifles , 
one  AK-47  rifle,  two  SK d  rifles  and  one  M-16  rifle. 

One  member  of  A  Company,  1st  battalion,  2?th  Infantry  was  wounded 
at  0940  hours  when  he  detonated  a  booby  trapped  hand  grenade  as  his  unit 
conducted  a  sweep  operation  three  kilometers  northeast  of  THANH  AN 
(XT 566 386).  At  1525  hours  Company  D  of  the  battalion  eame  under  small 
arms  fire  as  it  searched  an  area  3*5  kilometers  north  of  the  town  (XT 548416). 
One  infantryman  was  wounded  by  the  fire  which  was  returned  with  organic 
weapons  and  artillery. 

Long  range  patrols  of  F  Company,  50th  Infantry  (LRP)  had  two  contacts 
with  the  enemy  during  the  day.  At  1744  hours  a  team  ambushed  five  enemy 
at  a  po8ition300  meters  south  of  the  MUSHROOM  in  the  SAIGON  River  (XT612314). 
All  five  of  the  enemy  were  killed,  and  the  patrol  recovered  three  AK-47 
rifles  from  the  bodies.  Two  members  were  wounded  by  the  enemy's  return  fire. 
Seven  members  of  another  team  were  wounded  when  the  unit  came  into  contact 
with  an  unknown  number  of  er.emy  at  1910  hours  four  kilometers  east  of 
TRANG  BANG  (XT532197).  The  teem  was  supported  by  helicopter  gunshipe  and 
was  extracted  by  helicopter*  Enemy  losses  in  the  fight  eould  not  be  determined. 

Armed  helicopters  0 i  C  Troop,  3rd  Squadron, 17th  Air  Cavalry  killed 
three  enemy  soldiers  in  an  engagement  at  1615  hours  four  kilometers  east 
of  TRANG  BANG  (XT533202),  The  aircraft  detected  the  enemy  troops  in  an  open 
area  and  engaged  them  with  automatic  weapons  and  rocket  fire. 

24  November 

In  the  1st  Brigade  area  of  operations  a  significant  action  took  place 
at  1332  hours  when  helioopter  gunships  patrolling  the  Cambodian  border  detected 
a  large  enemy  force  moving  a  few  hundred  meters  east  of  the  border  21  kilo¬ 
meters  northwest  of  TAY  NINH  (WT975625),  The  aircraft  struck  at  the  enemy 
and  called  in  additional  aircraft  for  support.  The  enemy  raced  for  the 
protection  of  the  border,  but  many  were  out  down  before  they  could  reach 
safety,  A  low  level  reconnaissance  of  the  contact  area  after  the  firing 
ceased  revealed  54  enemy  bodies. 
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In  the  2nd  Brigade  araa  of  operational  the  2nd  Brigade  command 
and  oontrol  helicopter  engaged  and  killed  one  eneny  at  1530  hours,  This 
Incident  occurred  at  a  loeation  eight  kilometers  southwest  of  TRANG  BANG 
(XT44U25). 

Four  infantrymen  from  C  Company*  2nd  Battalion,  2?th  Infantry  were 
wounded  by  a  booby  trapped  hand  grenade  at  1440  hours  as  the  company 
conducted  a  sweep  operation  near  the  Cambodian  border  eight  kilometers 
southwest  of  TRANG  BANG  (XT331U3).  At  1450  hours  helioopter  gunahipa 
supporting  the  battalion  at  this  location  engaged  and  killed  one  enemy 
soldier*  Another  C  Company  member  was  wouuded  by  a  booby  trap  at  1550 
hours  a  few  meters  from  where  the  earlier  blast  had  occurred* 

Two  kilometers  west  of  TRANG  BANG  (XT490214)  five  infantrymen 
from  B  Company,  2nd  Battalion*  12th  Infantry  were  wounded  at  0920  hours 
when  their  unit  eame  under  fire.  This  enemy  fire  was  returned  with 
unknown  results* 

Conpany  C,  1st  Battalion  (Mechanized) ,  5th  Infantry  apprehended 
nine  detainees  during  an  early  morning  search  of  THAI  MI  (XT533151)*  In 
the  meantime  the  battalion's  a  Company  was  taking  16  suspects  into 
custody  as  it  conducted  a  similar  operation  three  kilometers  north  of 
BAG  DIEU  (XT575197)*  At  1445  hours  B  Company  cams  under  small  arms  fire 
as  it  swept  four  kilometers  northeast  of  TRANG  BANG  (XT524218),  The 
company  returned  the  enemy's  fire  with  organic  weapons  and  called  in 
helicopter  gunships  and  artillery  to  engage  the  enemy  positions.  The 
infantrymen  later  pushed  into  the  enemy  positions  to  discover  four 
borlies  and  one  AK-47  rifle.  Seven  suspects  found  in  the  immediate  area 
were  also  taken  into  custody  for  questioning. 

In  the  3rd  Brigade  area  of  operations,  at  1426  hours  B  Company, 

4th  Battalion,  9th  Infantry  swept  through  an  area  7*5  kilometers  west 

of  BAD  DON  and  discovered  100  rounds  of  small  arms  ammunition*  one 

hand  grenade,  six  rounds  of  RPG  ammunition  and  10  pounds  of  enemy  documents. 

The  1st  Battalion,  27th  Infantry  working  again  in  the  area  around 
THANH  AN  experienced  several  actions  during  the  day.  At  0843  hours  the 
battalion's  CRIP  was  fired  upon  by  an  unknown  number  of  enemy  during  a 
unit  search  an  area  four  kilometers  north  of  the  village  (XT 546147). 

The  enemy  fire  was  returned  with  unknown  results  while  the  platoon 
sustained  one  man  killed  and  one  wounded.  At  1000  hours  the  battalion 
command  post  as  Fire  Support  Base  MAHONE  within  the  village  (XT538375) 
received  six  rounds  of  82mm  mortar  fire  which  wounded  nine  personnel. 

The  base  returned  the  fire  with  its  artillery  unknown  results.  At 
1345  hours  the  battalion's  D  Company  fngaged  two  enetay  soldiers  at  a 
looation  4.5  kilometers  north  of  THANH  AN  (XT549421).  One  dead  enemy 
soldier  was  located  after  this  brief  firm  fights 

Els where  in  the  division  area*  helicopters  from  C  Troop*  3rd 
Squadron,  l?th  Air  Cavalry  engaged  an  estimated  20  enemy  soldiers 
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detected  in  the  open  at  a  loo  at  loft  12  kilometers  south  of  GO  OA.U  HA, 

Thra*  enemy  aoliara  diad  in  tha  haliooptar  attack  whioh  took  plaoa  at 
0930  hours. 

25  November 

No  aignlfioant  notions  took  plaoa  in  tha  1st  Brigada  araa  of 
oparations.  In  tha  2nd  Brigada  D  Company,  2nd  Battalion,  14th  Infantry 
oapturad  night  10?mm  rookat  lnunehnr  tubas  and  ona  RPG-2  rooket  launohar 
whan  it  discovered  an  enemy  storage  sita  5.5  kllometars  vast  of  BAO  TRAI 
(XT475055)  at  1040  hours,  Tha  Reconnaissance  Platoon  of  tha  2nd  Battalion, 
12th  Infantry  oapturad  300  pounds  of  rioa  and  datainad  thraa  suspacts  for 
questioning  as  it  saarobad  through  an  araa  5*5  kilometers  northeast  of 
TRANG  BANG  (XT512248)  at  1700  hours. 

In  tha  3rd  Brigada  araa  of  oparations  during  the  day,  D  Company, 

4th  Battalion  ,9th  Infantry  disoovarad  400  pounds  of  rioa  as  it  conducted 
a  sweep  operation  eight  kilometers  southeast  of  M0  TIELvG  (XT 564442). 

During  tha  afternoon  the  battalion's  Scout  Platoon  swept  through  an  araa 
9.5  kilometers  southeast  of  TAT  NINH  where  it  discovered  four  enemy  bodies, 
three  rounds  of  82mm  mortar  ammunition,  one  anti-tank  mine  and  50  hand 
grenades. 

Sevan  members  of  tha  1st  Battalion,  2?th  Infantry  were  wounded  at 
0605  hours  when  the  battalion  night  location  at  Fire  Support  Base  MAHQNE 
(XT538375)  was  struck  by  10  rounds  of  82mm  mortar  fire.  The  enemy's  fire 
was  returned  by  the  base  artillery  with  unknown  results.  .  One  infantry¬ 
man  was  killed  at  1125  hours  when  he  detonated  an  anti-personnel  mine 
during  a  company  sweep  operation  along  route  14  five  kilometers  south  of 
DAO  TIENG  (XT515421). 

At  1402  hours  Company  D  came  under  enemy  fire  as  it  searched  an 
area  six  kilometers  south  MU  TIENG.  One  member  of  the  company  was 
wounded  by  the  fire  which  broke  off  quickly. 

A  long  range  reconnaissance  patrol  from  F  Company,  50th  Infantry 
ambushed  an  enemy  column  at  21 30  hours  at  a  position  one  kilometer  west 
of  the  MUSHROOM  in  the  SAIGON  River. (XT 5613 36 ) .  A  heavy  fire  fight 
developed,  and  the  "Larp"  called  in  helicopter  gunships  to  assist.  After 
the  firing  ceased,  the  team  swept  the  contact  site  and  located  seven 
enemy  bodies,  two  AK-47  and  one  wallet.  Four  patrol  members  were  wounded 
in  the  fight. 

Helicopter  gunships  from  C  Troop,  3rd  Squadron,  17tb  Air  Cavalry 
flying  armed  aerial  "reconnaissance  in  Mar  Zone  "C"  2.3  kilometers  south 
of  the  Cambodian  border  (XT 555667)  observed  and  engaged  an  enemy  force 
aeeoantiiig  for  six  enemy  dead*  At  1440  hours  tha  Aarorifle  Platoon  of 
B  Troop  of  aqwmdrw  touched  down  In  a  location  eight  kilometers  west  of 
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DAO  TIENG  (XT405406)  where  the;  o&me  under  fire  from  an  unknown  size 
enemy  force.  Returning  the  enemy  fire,  the  platawi  assaulted  into  the 
enemy  position  to  locate  three  bodies  and  100  pounds  of  rice.  One 
cavalryman  from  the  troop  was  killed  in  the  skirmish. 

26  November 

Action  continued  light  in  the  1st  Brigade  area  of  operations  with 
only  two  actions  being  reported.  At  1200  hours  the  Combined  Reconnaissance 
and  Intelligence  Platoon,  4th  Battalion  (Mechanized) ,  23rd  Infantry  apprehended 
a  total  of  22  detainees,  for  questioning  as  it  conducted  a  search  operation 
three  kilometers  southeast  of  TAY  NINH  (XT280430),  At  1945  hours  B  Company 
of  the  mechanized  battalion  engaged  an  estimated  enemy  company  in  War  Zone 
"C"  2.5  kilometers  south  of  the  Cambodian  border  (XT298537).  A  check  of 
the  contact  area  after  the  enemy  withdrew  revealed  one  enemy  dead  and  one 
M-2  carbine. 

Within  the  2nd  Brigade  area  of  operations,  the  Reconnaissance  Platoon, 

2nd  Battalion,  14th  Infantry  captured  one  prisoner  and  apprehended  two 
suspects  for  questioning  at  0?25  hours  as  it  swept  through  an  area  6.5 
kilometers "north  of  the  city  (XT575035),  A  bulldozer  of  the  65th  Engineer 
Battalion  supporting  the  battalion  in  the  same  general  area  detonated 
an  anti-tank  mine  at  1215  hours  resulting  in  the  wounding  of  one  man  and 
serious  damage  to  the  bulldozer. 

A  major  contact  broke  out  at  0500  hours  when  the  night  location  of 
A  Company,  2nd  Battalion,  12th  Infantry  located  at  a  point  one  kilometer 
east  of  the  ORIENTAL  River  (XT321150)  was  attacked  by  an  estimated  company 
size  enemy  force.  Fighting  from  its  dug  in  positions  and  calling  in  support¬ 
ing  artillery  and  helicopter  gunships,  the  company  turned  back  the  enemy 
attack.  A  sweep  of  the  area  surrounding  the  night  position  following  the 
withdrawal  of  the  enemy  revealed  12  enemy  deado  One  enemy  was  taken  prisoner, 
and  the  infantrymen  captured  one  machinegun,  four  AK-47  rifles,  one  RPG-2 
rocket  launcher  and  two  pounds  of  documents.  Company  losses  in  the  battle 
were  two  men  killed  and  11  wounded. 

Six  members  of  A  Company,  2nd  Battalion,  14th  Infantry,  which  operated 
during  the  day  under  the  operational  control  of  the  2nd  Battalion,  12th 
Infantry,  were  wounded  in  two  separate  incidents  involving  booby  trapped 
hand  grenades.  Both  incidents  occurred  a  short  distance  from  the  early 
morning  contact  site  as  the  oompany  joined  in  operations  around  the  area. 

In  the  3rd  Brigade  area,  D  Company,  4th  Battalion,  9th  Infantry 
captured  550  pounds  of  salt  at  0910  hours  as  the  company  conducted  a 
sweep  operation  through  an  area  two  kilometers  southeast  of  DAU  TIE..G 
(XT503445). 

At  a  mo  rad  personnel  carrier  from?  Company,  2nd  Battalion  (Mechanized), 
22nd  Infantry  detonated  an  anti-tank  mine  at  0902  hours  as  it  moved  down 
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rout*  14  3*5  kilometers  southeast  of  DA0  TIENG  (XT509435)*  The  vehicle 
was  destroyed  in  the  blast,  and  one  nan  was  wounded. 

Two  enemy  soldiers  werf  killed  at  0945  hours  by  elements  of  0  Company 
1st  Battalion,  27th  Infantry.  The  company  was  searching  an  area  4.5 
kilometers  northeast  of  THANH  AN  (XT55341?)  when  they  engaged  the  two  enemy 
and  took  them  under  fire,  T 

2?  November 

In  the  1st  Brigade,  elements  of  the  3?d  Battalion,  22nd  Infantry 
operating  in  an  area  14.5  kilometers  northwest  of  GO  DAO  HA  (XT244297) 
came  under  enemy  small  arms  and  75m m  reooiless  rifle  fire  at  0330  hours. 

The  enemy  fire  was  returned  with  organic  weapons  and  with  the  firepower 
of  helicopter  gunships  which  raced  in  to  assist  the  infantrymen.  Four 
infantrymen  were  wounded  in  the  engagement.  Enemy  losses  could  not  be 
determined. 

tfithiu  the  2nd  Brigade  area  action  continued  to  be  steady.  At 
1530  hours  C  Company,  2nd  Battalion,  27th  Infantry  located  two  enemy 
bodies  and  two  RPG-2  rocket  rounds  as  it  conducted  a  sweep  operation 
along  the  Cambodian  border  (XT 3161 50) .  An  ambush  patrol  from  A  Company 
of  the  battalion  engaged  two  enemy  soldiers  who  walked  into  the  ambush 
site  located  two  kilometers  from  the  Cambodian  border  (XT334151),  The 
two  enemy  were  killed  in  the  ambush  which  was  sprung  at  2010  hours, 

B  Company,  2nd  Battalion,  27th  Infantry  working  under  the  operational 
control  of  the  2nd  Battalion,  34th  Armor  engaged  two  enemy  with  M-79 
grenade  launchers  at  a  position  4.5  kilometers  from  PHU  CU0NG  (XT765171) 
at  1500  hours.  A  search  of  the  target  area  turned  up  one  dead  enemy  and 
one  prisoner.  Ten  minutes  later  the  infantrymen  came  under  fire  at  this 
same  location.  The  enemy's  fire  was  returned,  and  the  infantrymen  swept 
forward  to  locate  two  enemy  bodies. 

At  1320  hours  six  members  of  the  End  Battalion,  12th  Infantry  were 
wounded  when  the  truck  in  which  they  were  riding  struck  an  anti-tank  mine 
on  route  6A  five  kilometers  north  of  TRANG  BANG  (XT498241).  Six  additional 
members  of  C  Company  of  the  battalion  were  wounded  by  an  anti-tank  mine 
that  was  detonated  as  the  company  conducted  a  sweep  operation  two  kilometers 
west  of  BA0  DIED  (XT543174),  Throughout  the  day  other  elements  of  the 
battalion  discovered  and  destroyed  two  other  anti-tank  mines  during  their 
sweep  operations. 

Troops  A  and  B,  3rd  Squadron,  4th  Cavalry  working  in  support  of  the 
2nd  Brigade  experienced  two  contacts.  At  0908  hours  Troop  B  personnel 
were  the  target  of  one  RPG  round  which  struck  an  armored  personnel  carrier 
wounding  six  men  riding  in  the  vehicle.  This  incident  took  place  at  a 
point  along  the  SAIGON  River  six  kilometers  northeast  of  the  C0  CHI  Base 
Camp  (XT695210),  Remaining  In  this  area  for  a  search,  A  Troop  uncovered 
seven  hand  grenades,  one  81mm  mortar  round  and  three  pounds  of  enemy 
documents  at  1200  hours. 
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In  the  3rd  Brigade  tru  C  Company,  4th  Battalion,  9th  Infantry 
•uitainad  thrae  nan  killad  and  two  woundad  at  1300  hours  whan  tha  unit 
oana  undar  fira  during  a  awaap  oparatlon  alght  kilomatars  aast  of  DAU 
TIENQ  (XT 56 54 54) .  Tha  oompany  ratumad  the  anamy  fira  and  called  in 
artillary  for  Support.  Pushing  into  tha  anamy  positions,  tha  infantry* 
men  la tar  looatad  ona  dead  anamy  and  one  AK-4?  rifle. 

A  major  engagement  developed  at  1350  hours  involving  A  and  B 
Companies  of  tha  battalion  and  A  Company,  2nd  Battalion,  (Mechanised) 

22nd  Infantry.  At  a  point  on  tha  edge  of  tha  CAU  ilHOI  Rubber  Plantation 
6.5  kilometert  southeast  of  TAY  NINH  (XT302408)  these  units  established 
contact  with  an  estimated  enemy  battalion.  The  battle  oontinued  through¬ 
out  tha  afternoon  and  Into  the  evening  before  the  enemy  broke  contact  and 
withdraw.  To  support  the  friendly  units' organic  firepower,  artillery* 
helicopter gundiips  and  Air  Force  fighter-bombers  were  called  into  hammar 
the  enemy  positions,  U.3,  losses  in  the  engagement  were  18  killed  and 
36  wounded.  In  addition,  one  helicopter  was  destroyed  and  one  damaged. 

Four  armored  personnel  oarriers  also  sustained  damage,  A  check  of  the 
enemy  positions  the  following  morning  revealed  seven  dead  by  bedy. count. 
However,  it  was  apparent  by  drag  marks  and  bipod  trails  leading  out  of 
tha  area  that  enemy  losses  were  much  higher. 

Earlier  in  the  day  at  0850  hours,  B  Company,  2nd  Battalion  (Mechan¬ 
ised),  22nd  Infantry  had  two  man  wounded  and  an  armored  personnel  carrier 
destroyed  when  the  vehiolo  struck  an  anti-tank  while  sweeping  route  14 
south  of  DAO  TIENG.  In  other  actions  during  the  day  elements  of  the 
mechanized  battalion  discovered  and  destroyed  four  anti-tank  mines  and 
captured  two  SKS  rifles,  two  pounds  of  documents  and  two  motorcycles. 

The  1st  Battalion,  27th  Infantry  was  also  active  with  sweep  operations 
around  THANH  AN  in  the  fKAPE^QID.  At  0200  hours  an  ambush  patrol  from 
C  Company  received  a  Hoi  Chanh  with  his  AK-47  rifle  at  the  patrol’s  position 
in  the  village  (XT538374).  Throughout  the  day  the  battalion  located  and 
destroyed  six  anti-personnel  mines  and  one  cluster  bomb  unit  in  its  operations. 

Helicopters  from  B  Troop,  3rd  Squadron,  17th  Air  Cavalry  experienced 
two  engagements  with  the  enemy  during  the  day.  At  OoOO  hours  eight  enemy 
soldiers  were  detected  and  engaged  at  a  point  five  kilometers  east  of  GO 
DAU  HA  (XT445245).  The  aircraft  swept  in  on  the  enemy  with  machine  gun 
and  rocket  fire  killing  one.  Landing  in  the  contact  area  after  the  enemy 
had  withdrawn,  the  helicopter  crewmen  picked  up  one  prisoner.  At  1059 
hours  another  helicopter  from  the  troop  engaged  one  enemy  soldier  approxi¬ 
mately  500  meters  from  the  initial  contact  site.  This  enemy  was  killed  in 
the  engagement. 

28  November 

In  the  1st  Brigade  area  two  significant  engagements  oc^urr^d  during 
the  day.  At  0245  hours  the  night  defensive  position  of  C  and  D  Companies, 

3rd  Battalion,  22nd  Infantry  located  14  kilometers  south  of  TAY  w'L.H 
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(XT244J01)  came  under  a  heavy  ground  attack.  Tha  Infantry  rapulsad  thia 
attack  with  thatr  organic  weapons  and  tha  support  of  artillery,  helicopter 
gunships  and  Air  Force  air  strikes  which  were  oalled  in.  One  nan  was 
killed  and  14  wounded  by  the  enemy's  fire,  A  sweep  of  the  area  surrounding 
the  night  position  at  first  light  revealed  four  enemy  bodies.  Also  captured 
were  14  AK-47  rifles,  one  machine  gun,  five  pounds  of  medical  supplies, 
seven  IFQrounds,  six  rifle  grenades,  1,200  rounds  of  small  arms  ammunition, 
one  hand  grspede  and  several  enemy  documents. 

Helicopters  supporting  the  3rd  Battalion,  22nd  Infantry  had  the 
second  engagement  when  at  1450  hours  they  detected  a  large  enemy  force 
moving  approximately  six  kilometers  north  of  the  contact  site  of  the 
previous  night  (XT204375),  The  helicopters  attacked  this  force  and 
accounted  for  five  enemy  dead. 

Another  major  engagement  was  fought  within  the  2nd  Brigade  area  of 
operations.  At  0130  hours  the  night  position  of  A  Company,  2nd  Battalion, 
27th  Infantry  located  west  of  theGSXKMAL  Rivor  two  kilometers  oast  of  the 
Cambodian  border  (XT334151)  received  a  heavy  ground  attack.  The  company 
reacted  quickly  to  this  attack  with  it  own  weapons  and  was  supported  by 
artillery  and  helicopter  gunship  fire.  The  attack  was  broken  with  the  loss 
of  three  infantrymen  killed  and  six  wounded.  At  first  light  the  infantry¬ 
men  moved  forward  from  their  position  to  discover  36  enemy  bodies,  one 
prisoner,  three  machine  guns,  two  RPG-2  launchers,  10  AK-47  rifles,  seven 
RFG-7  launchers, one  SKS  rifle,  55  hand  grenades,  22  RPG-7  rounds,  and  one 
pound  ef  enemy  documents.  Later  operations  in  this  same  area  during  the 
day  resulted  in  the  capture  of  one  sampan  and  the  killing  of  one  enemy 
soldier. 

At  0745  hours  one  member  of  B  Company,  2nd  Battalion,  12th  Infantry 
was  wounded  by  an  anti-personnel  mine  as  his  unit  conducted  a  sweep  operation 
seven  kilometers  northeast  of  TRANG  BANG  (XT519254). 

The  Reconnaissance  Platoon,  1st  Battalion  (Mechanized) ,  5th  Infantry 
apprehended  82  detainees  for  questioning  as  it  swept  along  route  ?A  as  it 
passes  through  THAI  MY  village  (XT514188),  This  incident  occurred  at  1200 
hours.  Other  elements  of  the  battalion  worked  in  the  TRUNG  LAP  sector 
during  the  day  and  reported  discovering  and  destroying  one  booby  trapped 
105mm  round,  two  booby  trapped  hand  grenades,  one  anti-tank  mine,  one  4,2 
inch  mortar  rov  1,  four  82mm  mortar  rounds  and  seven  pounds  of  TNT, 

In  the  3Vd  Brigade  area  of  operations,  D  Company,  4th  Battalion,  9th 
Infantry  accounted  for  three  enemy  kills  at  0940  hours  when  it  drew  fire 
during  a  sweep  eight  kilometers  southeast  of  DAU  TI2NG  (XT 566451).  The 
company  bottled  up  its  attackers  in  a  bunker  which  was  engaged  with  hand 
grenades.  One  infantryman  was  wounded  in  the  fight.  Elements  of  the  2nd 
Battalion  (Mechanized) ,  22nd  Infantry  performing  road  sweeps  throughout 
the  brigade  area  during  the  day  destroyed  one  anti-tank  mine,  one  booby 
trapped  105mm  round  and  one  6 Oram  mortar  round.  Units  of  the  1st  Battalion, 
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27th  Infantry  operating  in  tha  vioinity  of  THaNH  AN  raportad  dertroying 
two  oluatar  bomb  units #  ona  bioyola,  two  anti-tank  minas  ona  JL’G-2  round 
and  ona  hand  granada. 


29  November 

In  the  1st  Brigade  area  of  operations  D  Company,  3rd  battalion, 

22nd  Infantry  oonductad  a  sweep  operation  through  an  area  16  kilometers 
south  of  TAY  NINH  and  west  of  tha  ORIENTAL  River  (XT239289)  where  it 
loeatad  tha  bodies  of  21  enemy  soldiers.  In  addition,  the  unit  located 
15  RPG-2  rounds,  4  M-72  LAWs  and  16  hand  grenades.  This  find  took  place 
at  1605  hours.  At  2045  hours  an  ambush  patrol  from  B  Company,  4th 
Battalion,  23rd  Infantry  engaged  an  estimated  enemy  company  along  routt- 
13  seven  kiuometers  northeast  of  TAY  NINH  (XT308537).  The  ambush  patrol 
called  in  artillery  and  helicopter  gunships  to  support  the  contact.  The 
patrol  sustained  two  wounded  in  this  fire  fight,  Enemy  losses  could  not 
be  determined. 

Several  significant  actions  took  place  within  the  2nd  Brigade, 

At  0800  hours  one  member  of  the  Scout  Platoon,  lat  Battalion  (Mechani-ed) 
5th  Infantry  was  killed  when  the  armored  personnel  carrier  in  which  he  was 
riding  struck  an  anti-tank  mine  on  route  7A  two  kilometers  north  of  BAU 
DIEU  (XT 575184) .  Another  man  was  wounded  in  this  blast,  A  short  distance 
to  the  south  of  where  this  incident  occurred  (XT572179)  the  platoon  came 
under  small  arras  and  claymore  mine  fire  at  0y40  hours.  Three  patrol 
members  were  killed  and  three  wounded  by  this  outburst.  The  unit  returned 
the  enemy  fire  with  unknown  results.  One  man  from  the  mechanised  battalion* 
A  Company  was  wounded  when  his  tin it  came  under  fire  at  1405  hours  as  it 
swept  through  tho  area  where  the  Scout  Platoon  had  its  contact  earlier  in 
the  day  (XT 571175)*  The  infantrymen  assaulted  into  the  enemy  positions  and 
killed  three  enemy  soldiers.  In  other  actions  during  the  day  in  this 
vicinity,  elements  of  the  battalion  destroyed  three  anti-tank  mines  and 
apprehended  eight  suspects  for  questioning  by  the  National  Police, 

Four  personnel  stationed  at  the  3rd  Brigade  Headquarters  at  EAU 
TIENG  were  wounded  at  2320  hours  when  the  base  camp  was  struck  by  eight 
rounds  of  82mm  raortar  fire  and  one  75mm  recoiless  rifle  round.  The 
enemy  fire  was  returned  by  artillery  with  unknown  results. 

Elsewhere  in  the  brigade  area,  elements  of  the  65th  Engineer  Battalion 
supporting  the  brigade  destroyed  five  anti-tank  mines  and  two  booby  trapped 
hand  grenades  along  route  14  south  of  the  base  camp.  In  the  THauH  AN  area 
the  1st  Battalion,  27th  Infantry  reported  the  discovery  of  two  anti¬ 
personnel  mines,  two  105mm  rounds  one  cluster  bomb  unit,  one  rifle  grenade, 
one  claymore  mine  and  one  8lmm  mortar  round  as  its  unit  conducted  sweep 
operations  around  the  village  during  the  day. 

Long  range  reconnaissance  teams  from  F  Company,  50th  Infantry 
experienced  three  contacts  with  the  enemy.  At  134 .3  hours  one  team  billed 
two  enemy  as  it  patrolled  along  the  south  bank  of  the  SAIGON  River  on  the 
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MlliHuJOM  (XT 564324),  A  second  team  searching  an  tm  2.5  Nilomtura 
southeast  of  THANH  A.i  along  the  river  (XT 546357)  killed  on*  enemy  and 
oapturad  ona  AK-4?  rifla  in  an  engagement  at  14l5  hour*,  Remaining 
in  tha  araa  of  tnis  oontaot  to  aatablish  an  ambush,  the  team  ambushed 
10  enemy  soldiers  at  18 30  hours.  Fiva  enemy  vara  killad  in  tha  ambush, 
and  the  "Larp"  team  oapturad  fiva  AK-4?  rifles,  ona  sighting  device 
for  a  mortar  and  several  doouments. 

Helicopters  of  the  3rd  Squadron,  17th  Cavalry  were  aotive  in  the 
division  area  during  the  day.  C  Troop  destroyed  three  sampans  in  early 
morning  strikes  against  anamy  river  traffio  in  the  southern  portion  of 
tho  TAOI.  At  1005  hours  B  Troop  aircraft  killad  three  enemy  and  destroyed 
one  sampan  in  a  machine  gun  rooket  attack  at  a  point  13  kilometers  south 
of  TAY  NIMH  (XT309326).  B  Troop  halioopters  also  engaged  an  enemy  target 
in  this  same  area  at  1230  hours.  This  attack  resulted  in  the  killing 
of  one  enemy  soldier  and  the  destruction  of  three  structures  and  250 
pounds  of  rice. 


30  November 

Action  was  light  in  the  1st  Brigade  area  of  operations  with  no 
significant  actions  being  reported. 

In  the  2nd  Brigade  area,  0  Company,  2nd  Battalion,  27th  Infantry 
engaged  two  enemy  during  a  sweep  operation  seven  kilometers  southwest  of 
TRANG  BANG  (XT448138).  In  this  action  which  occurred  at  1145  hours  the 
company  killed  one  enemy  and  captured  one  Ptf.  At  0900  hours  a  truck 
from  the  1st  Battalion  (Mechanised) ,  5th  Cavalry  was  destroyed  when  it 
detonated  an  anti-tank  mine  on  route  1  four  kilometers  east  of  TRaNG 
BANG  (XT528185).  Three  members  of  the  battalion’s  C  Company  were  wounded 
at  1420  hours  when  their  unit  came  under  fire  at  a  point  1.5  kilometers 
south  of  TRAIiG  BANG  (XT495175),  The  enemy’s  fire  was  returned  with 
unknown  results.  Elsewhere  in  battalion  operations,  elements  of  A  Company 
destroyed  two  booby  trapped  60mm  mortar  rounds  at  0yl2  hours  at  a  point 
two  kilometers  south  of  the  city  (XT507183). 

Troop  A,  3rd  Squadron,  4th  Cavalry  working  in  support  of  the  2nd 
Brigade  during  the  day  experienced  several  actions  in  the  vicinity  of 
TRUNG  LAP.  At  1155  hours  an  armored  personnel  carrier  struck  an  anti¬ 
tank  mine  one  kilometer  northeast  of  the  village  resulting  in  the 
wounding  of  two  cavalrymen  riding  in  the  vehicle  and  the  destruction 
of  the  APC.  In  the  same  location  at  1730  hours  the  troop  destroyed  four 
anti-tank  mines  and  one  hand  grenade.  At  2025  hours  the  troop  command 
and  control  helicopter  came  under  fire  f^om  an  enemy  position  two  kilo¬ 
meters  south  of  TRUNG  LAP  (XT618228),  The  helicopter  was  damaged  by  the 
fire  but  was  able  to  return  to  its  base. 

In  the  3rd  Brigade  area  of  operations,  an  Air  Force  forward  air 
controller  flying  in  support  of  the  brigade  at  0930  hours  detected  10 
enemy  dead  in  an  area  on  the  edge  of  the  MICHELIN  Rubber  Plantation 
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•ight  kilometer#  northeast  of  DAU  TIi  SO  (XT516 >5l»,  This  irw  had  been 
•truck  the  previous  night  by  artillery  In  reroute  l>  radar  detection  of 
movement. 

An  engineer  Room  plow  working  alor.j  rouT*  14  2*5  kilometers  north 
of  THANH  AN  (XT526404)  at  1420  hours  was  ieatroyed  and  its  operator 
wounded  when  the  vehicle  struck  an  anti-tfju#  nine  .  The  2nd  Battalion 
(M»chani«ed)f  22nd  Infantry  reourtea  the  discovery  and  destruction  of 
t«o  107»n  rookets  and  two  M-72  rounds  during  its  sweep  operations  for 
the  day, 

A  Company,  1st  Battalion,  2/th  Infantry  swept  an  area  three  kilo¬ 
meters  east  of  THANH  AN  (XT5535-XT5635)  during  the  day  an  uncovered  a 
oache  of  2,100  pounds  of  rice  and  a  gas  engine.  In  addition,  the  company 
apprehended  11  suspects  found  in  tnw  area.  At  1540  hours  the  battalion's 
C  Company  which  had  joined  in  the  exploitation  of  this  cache  came  under 
fire  from  an  unknown  number  of  enemy.  The  company  returned  the  enemy 
fire  and  called  in  supporting  artillery,  helcopter  gunships  and  Air  Force 
fighter-bombers.  Before  the  fire  ceased,  six  infantrymen  had  been  killed 
and  six  wou  ded.  A  sweep  of  the  area  from  which  the  enemy  fire  had  come 
revealed  the  bodies  of  six  enemy  soldiers. 

Elsewhere  in  the  division  area  0  Troop,  3rd  Squadron,  4ta  Cavalry 
and  F  Company,  5th  Infantry  (LRP)  joined  forces  to  evacuate  4,200  pounds 
of  rice  that  had  been  discovered  by  a  "Lerp"  patrol  at  a  location  12 
kilometers  south  of  TRANG  BaNG  (Xr4d3l).  At  1  ^02  hours  another  "Lero'| 
patrol  ambushed  three  enemy  from  a  position  3,5  kilometers  south  of  THANH 
AN  (XT548347),  The  throe  enemy  were  killed,  and  the  patrol  captured 
two  AK-47  rifles  and  two  pounds  of  documents. 

1  December 

Action  within  the  1st  Brigade  area  of  operations  continued  to  be 
light  with  no  significant  contacts  with  the  enemy  being  reported,  in 
the  2nd  Brigade  area,  however,  several  actions  took  place. 

At  1055  hours  the  brigade  oommand  and  control  helicopter  engaged 
four  ei.emy  detected  In  the  open  1.5  kilometers  north  of  BaU  D1EU  'XT, 56- 
II85).  The  aircraft's  machine  gun  and  rocket  attack  resulted  two 
enemy  being  killed  and  one  AK-4?  rifle  being  captured.  The  helicopter 
received  light  damage  from  the  enemy's  return  fire,  but  it  was  able  to 
return  to  base  under  its  own  power. 

Fire  Support  Base  KEE.'^E  UT603015)  ,the  field  command  post  for  the 
2nd  Battalion,  14th  Infantry,  received  18  rounds  of  32mm  mortar  fire  at 
1925  hours  which  resulted  in  the  wounding  of  one  man.  artillery  returned  thn 
enemy  fire  with  unknown  results.  Shortly  thereafter  at  1955  hours,  the 
night  location  of  the  battalion's  D  Company  6.5  kilometers  north  of  BaU 
TRAI  ( XT 542116)  came  under  automatic  weapons  fire  which  wounded  one 
infantryman.  Again  the  enemy's  fire  was  returned  with  artillery  with 
unknown  results. 
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Coomanlea  B  and  L),  2nd  Battalion,  12t.h  lnfant.r.  I'urov.-r-i 1  .  •...■(  ■ 

•  «my  ammunition  cache  as  they  conducted  a  search  operation  during  tb«  cm . 

In  tht.«  northern  HO  BO  Wood.,  thraa  kilometers  south  »f  tho  \  c,  m  * 

BA I00t»  River  (XT6129).  Included  in  th*  cache  wero  I'd  rounds  of  b2.ia.a 
mortar  ammunition,  43  cans  of  mortar  fuzes ,  3.T  rounds  of  urti-V  ammunit • . 

?6  rounds  of  RRG-2  ammunition  and  5^  HPG  boomers,  In  their  search  ox'  .  t  u 
area  the  companies  also  located  and  destroyed  four  Uooby  trapped  hand 
grenades,  one  booby  trapped  155a®  round  and  nine  booby  trapped  lof,ram  rounds. 
In  entering  the  area,  however,  a  helicopter  struck  a  helicopter  trap 
consisting  of  an  anti*  p<.  rsonnel  mine  hanging  from  a  bamboo  pole.  This 
incident  resulted  in  the  wounding  of  two  crew  members  of  the  helicopter 
and  minor  damage  to  the  aircraft. 

In  the  operations  of  the  1st  Battalion  (Mechanised),  5th  Infantry 
for  the  day,  two  men  were  wounded  in  an  incident  at  1346  hours.  The  men 
were  injured  when  they  detonated  a  booby  trapped  hand  grenade  wnile 
their  unit  swept  an  area  two  kilometers  southeast  of  TliAwG  BA.  ,G  (XT506- 
1?6),  A  member  of  A  Troop,  3rd  Squadron,  4th  Cavalry  was  injured  when 
he  stepped  into  a  pursji  pit  as  his  unit  pushed  through  an  area  three 
kilometers  northeast  of  TRUNG  LAP  (XT614234)  at  1757  hours. 

Action  continued  to  be  relatively  heavy  in  the  jrd  Brigade  area  of 
operations.  At  0801  hours  a  Rome  plow  working  with  the  2nd  Battalion, 
(Mechanized),  22nd  Infantry  detonated  an  anti-tank  mine  at  a  point  three 
kilometers  north  of  THANH  AN  (XT530402),  One  man  was  wounded  in  the 
blast  and  the  vehicle  was  badly  damaged, 

A  Company,  1st  Battalion,  27th  Infantry  was  conducting  a  sweep 
operation  in  an  area  two  kilometers  east  of  THanH  AN  (XT555->77)  where  at 
1250  hours  it  came  under  intense  enemy  small  arms  and  automatic  weapons 
fire.  In  returning  the  enemy  fire,  the  infantrymen  called  in  supporting 
artillery,  helicopter  gunships  and  Air  Force  air  strikes.  One  infantrymen 
was  killed  in  this  fire  fight  and  seven  were  wounded.  Enemy  losses  could 
not  determined. 

Earlier  in  the  day  the  battalion's  C  Company  had  searched  approx¬ 
imately  600  meters  south  of  where  the  above  contact  took  place,  .there 
it  located  a  cache  consisting  of  5OO  pounds  of  rice,  eight  KPG-2  rounds, 
one  45  cal  pistol,  one  bicycle,  five  hand  gienades,  eight  RPG  boosters, 

200  small  arms  rounds,  one  claymore  mine,  seven  rifle  grenades,  one  M-72 
round  and  several  enemy  documents. 

Helicopter  gunships  of  the  3rd  iquadron,  17th  Air  Cavalry  experienced 
three  sigificant  contacts  with  the  enemy  during  the  day.  At  1155  hours 
a  B  Troop  aircraft  detected  several  enemy  at  a  location  4.5  kilometers 
northeast  of  BAO  DON  (XT461392).  The  aircraft  struck  at  these  enemy  and 
accounted  for  one  killed  by  body  count.  A  team  of  C  Troop  gunships  supported 
a  contact  by  ARVN  unit  6.5  kilometers  northwest  of  DUC  HOA  at  1400  hours,  The 
helicopters  were  credited  with  two  kills  in  this  action.  The  third  contact 
of  the  day  occurred  at  1621  hours  when  a  B  Troop  aircraft  detected  and 
killed  an  enemy  soldier  in  an  area  eight  kilometers  northwest  of  Tal  NL.H 
(XT193284). 
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2  Deoemb«r 

.<:>  significant  Actions  were  recored  in  U»-  quiet  1st.  B.vg^ie  urua 
around  1'AY  NI..H  during  the  day. 

In  the  2nd  Brigade  area  o  operations ,  a  major  oonta*.t  developed 
at  08 JO  hours  when  A  Company,  2nd  Battalion,  14  Infant ry  encountered  a 
large  enemy  force  during  a  sweep  operation  along  tho  OiiluiJrAn  Alvar  /,p 
kilometers  west  of  DUC  HOA  (XS 516969)*  In  a  fierce  fire  fight  which 
was  supported  by  artillery  and  helicopter  gunships,  the  company  killed 
15  enemy.  Sweeping  through  the  enemy  positions  after  the  firing;  ceased, 
the  company  captured  two  prisoners,  one  AK-47  rifle,  two  iuJG-2  rocket 
launchers,  three  45  cal  pistols,  one  sewing  machine,  three  pouv.ro  of 
medical  supplies,  4,250  rounds  of  small  arms  ammunition,  i\.ur  fluid 
telephones,  five  claymore  mines,  four  field  ratios,  one  pair  -vf  binoculars, 
two  machine  guns,  one  BAA,  one  radio  receiver,  nne  HI  carbine,  one 
60mm  mortar  tube,  two  75ram  reooiless  rifle  rounds,  10  60un  rovn-<nu,  H 
RPG-2  rounds,  three  82mm  mortar  rounds,  four  na.M„ars  and  three  pounds 
of  assorted  enemy  documents. 

elsewhere  in  the  brigade  area,  three  infantrymen  from  1  dor.;,  ,y, 

2nd  Battalion,  27th  Infantry  were  wounded  when  the.  detonated  a  booby 
trapped  hand  grenade  as  their  unit  swept  an  area  right  kilometers  sou.t.ii 
of  TRaNG  BANG  (XT54?109)«  The  incident  took  place  at  1000  hours.  Fifteen 
minutes  earlier  A  Company,  Z-.A  Battalion,  12th  Infantry  accounted  lor 
one  enemy  killed  and  the  capture  of  one  AK-47  rifle  and  one  it  G  - 7  rocket 
launcher  in  a  brief  skirmish  at  a  location  1.5  kilometers  northeast  of 
TRANG  BANG  (XT497209). 

The  final  action  of  the  day  in  the  2nd  Brigade  ..tea  occurred  at 
1445  ho *rs  when  an  armed  helicopter  from  B  Cooa'y,  25th  Aviation 
battalion  flying  a  reconnaissance  mission  alon,<.  the  Camoodittu  border 
observed  two  enemy  sampans  moving  along  a  canal  two  kilometers  oast 
of  the  border  (XT28204?),  The  helicopter  u [anted  the  two  boats  out 
of  the  water  with  a  rocket  at  id  machine  gun  at. ask,  „.em/  personnel 
losses  in  the  uttack  could  not  bo  determined* 

In  the  jrd  Brigade  area  of  operations  one  member  of  C  Camper.1  y, 

And  Battalion  (Mechanised)  22nd  infantry  was  killed  - '  i  another 
wounded  when  the  armored  personnel  carrier  in  hich  the.,  were  riding 
struck  an  anti-tank  mine  buried  in  route  1--  ae-en  kilometers  cast  of 
Xj  DAU  HA  (XT458252).  The  blast  occurred  at  i’.c0  hours. 

a  Company,  1st  Battalion,  27th  infantry  searched  through  tho 
area  of  Its  co  vtact  the  previous  day  and  located  three  enemy  dead,  l,  CO 
rounds  of  small  arms  ammunition  and  one  claymore  mine,  .ftiilt;  conduct*  lg 
this  search,  the  company  came  Under  sporadic  small  arms  fire  at  1420 
hours  which  resulted  in  the  wounding  of  three  men.  The  enemas  fire 
was  returned  with  organic  weapons  ana  supporting  artillery  w-th  vunk  v-'-'wn 
results. 
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A  helioopter  from  B  Troop,  3rd  Squadron,  i?th  Air  Cavalry  was 
eradltad  with  two  kllla  whan  it  engaged  an  enemy  bunker  at  a  location 
14  kilometers  northwaat  of  TAY  NINE  Baaa  Caap  (XT04?601),  Thia  atUok 
took  placa  at  0935  hours. 


.3  Da o tabor 

In  tha  1st  Brigade  araa  D  Company,  3rd  Battalion,  22nd  Infantry 
exploited  tha  previous  day’s  halicoptar  strika  at  tha  location  14  kilometers 
northwest  of  TAY  NINH  Basa  Camp  (XT047601)  by  making  a  haliooptar  assault 
into  tha  area.  In  sweeping  tha  position  tha  infantryman  located  300  rounds 
of  small  arms  ammunition,  two  M-79  rounds,  150  pounds  of  riea  and  several 
enemy  documents. 

Action  increased  in  the  2nd  Brigade  area  of  operations  during  the  day. 
At  1030  hours  B  Company,  2nd  Battalion,  27th  Infantry  discovered  the  body 
of  one  enemy  soldier  along  the  bank  of  the  SAIGON  River  near  the  PHU  CUOwG 
Bridge  (XT803140). 

A  and  B  Companies  continued  their  search  operations  in  the  northern 
HO  BO  Woods  through  an  area  three  kilometers  south  of  the  MUSHROOM  in  the 
SAIGON  River  (XT6129-XT6029).  At  1230  hours  three  personnel  from  B  Company 
were  wounded  by  the  detonation  of  a  booby  trapped  hand  grenade.  Later  the 
units  discovered  one  60mm  mortar  round,  one  82mm  mortar  round,  six  bZmm 
mortar  fuzes,  100  rounds  of  small  arms  ammunition  and  three  hand  grenades. 

In  the  meantime  C  Company  of  the  battalion  swept  an  area  1.5  kilometers 
northwest  of  TRUNG  LAP  (XT577277)  where  at  1230  hours  a  booby  trapped  8" 
round  was  detonated  killing  five  infantrymen  and  wounding  eight.  Helicopters 
supporting  the  battalion's  operations  around  TRUNG  LAP  detected  an  unknown 
number  of  enemy  at  a  point  four  kilometers  northwest  of  the  village 
(XT 544228),  Attacking  these  enemy  at  1430  hours,  the  helicopters  accounted 
for  three  enemy  dead  and  the  capture  of  one  AK-4?  rifle, 

Ths  1st  Battalion  (Mechanized) ,  5th  Infantry  reported  several  actions 
as  it  conducted  sweep  operation  in  an  area  to  the  s ->utheast  of  TrtANG  Ba:*G 
At  1012  hours  one  member  of  C  Company  was  wounded  when  he  detonated  an  anti¬ 
tank  mine  at  a  point  three  kilometers  southeast  of  the  town  (XT502164),  A 
short  distance  away  at  1130  hours  another  infantryman  was  wounded  by  the 
explosion  of  a  booby  trapped  hand  grenade.  A  third  man  was  wounded  by  the 
detonation  of  a  booby  trapped  grenade  in  the  same  area  at  1449  hours.  At 
1545  hours  an  anti-tank  mine  was  detonated  by  a  company  armored  personnel 
carrier  resulting  in  the  destruction  of  the  vehicle  and  the  wounding  of 
one  man  riding  in  the  track.  Throughout  the  day  the  conpany  located  and 
destroyed  one  booby  trapped  na.nd  grenade  and  one  booby  trapped  82nun  mortar 
round  in  the  same  area.  One  AK-47  and  one  BAR  were  also  captured  in  the 
sweep. 


In  the  3rd  Brigade  area  D  Company,  4th  Battalion,  9th  Infantry  killed 
five  enemy  in  an  encounter  at  2000  hours  six  kilometers  northeast  of  BaO  DOi. 
(XT481395),  In  the  fire  fight  that  took  place  one  infantryman  was  wounded. 


60 

CONFIDENTIAL 


CONFIDENTIAL 


At  1200  hours  D  Company,  lat  Battalion,  2?th  Infantry  was  swapping  an 
area  2,5  kilometers  aast  of  THANH  AN  and  angagad  and  klllad  ona  enemy  aj.ldier. 
Throughout  the  day  elements  of  tha  battalion  apprehandad  four  suapacts  uri 
looutwd  and  dastroyad  ona  antl-parsonnal  mina  in  operations  in  and  around 
the  village,  At  1735  hours  an  alamant  of  tha  battalion  was  searching  along 
tha  bank  of  tha  SAIGON  Rivsr  four  kilomatars  southeast  of  THANH  Ai,  (XT 
where  it  discovered  11  sampans  hidden  in  tall  grass,  Tha  nacipans  contained 
10,000  pounds  of  rice  and  2,000  pounds  of  salt  together  with  a  field  radio, 

Tha  Aarorifle  Platoon  of  D  Troop,  3rd  Squadron,  4th  Cavalry  was 
craditad  with  ona  anamy  kill  in  an  oparation  in  tha  HO  B0  Woods  nina 
kilomatars  north  of  the  CU  CHI  Base  Camp,  Tha  platoon  had  baan  landed 
to  ohaok  out  a  suspected  enemy  position  at  1500  hours  and  came  under 
heavy  anamy  fire.  The  aerorifles  struok  baek  at  tha  anamy  with  their 
organio  weapons  and  tha  support  of  helicopter  gunships.  One  cavalryman 
was  killed  and  two  wounded  in  tha  fire  fight  which  took  place. 

Helicopters  of  B  Troop,  3rd  Squadron,  17th  Air  Cavalry  patrolling 
the  •MUSHROOM  in  the  SAIGON  River  at  1530  hours  deteoted  eight  enemy 
sampans  attempting  to  move  along  the  river.  The  boats  were  attacked  by 
the  aircraft  with  rockets  and  machine  gun  fire,  and  all  eight  were  sunk. 

Two  enemy  bodies  were  later  located  in  the  water  near  the  contact  site, 

4  December 

within  the  1st  Brigade  area  of  operations  21  suspected  enemy  were 
apprehended  and  turned  over  to  the  National  Police  by  C  Company,  3rd 
Battalion,  22nd  Infantry  which  joined  in  the  cordon  and  search  of  the 
village  of  AP  PHU  NXNH  four  kilometers  southwest  of  the  TAj  NIriH  Baso 
Camp  0CT115495). 

In  the  2nd  Brigade  area  during  the  day,  the  brigade  comma. *d  and  control 
helicopter  flying  over  an  area  1,5  kilometers  north  of  BAU  DICU  (XT57216;) 
observed  had  engaged  10  enemy  soldiers  at  1?20  hours.  The  helicopter's 
machine  gun  and  rocket  attack  resulted  in  the  killing  of  one  enemy  and 
the  capture  of  one  AK-47  rifle. 

At  0810  hours  one  member  of  A  Company,  2nd  Battalion,  14th  Infantry 
was  wounded  when  he  detonated  a  booby  trapped  hand  grenade  as  his  unit 
swept  through  an  area  five  kilometers  north  of  i)UC  HOa  (XT598015) «  The 
compan/  oontinued  its  sweep  pushing  a  short  distance  to  the  northwest 
(XT 57 3019)  diere  at  1132  hours  it  came  under  fire  from  an  unknown  lumber 
of  enemy.  The  unit  returned  the  enemy  fire,  but  was  unable  to  determine 
the  casualties  sustained  by  the  enemy  in  the  fight.  One  infantryman  was 
wounded. 

Company  D,  2nd  Battalion,  2?th  Infantry  conducted  a  sweep  operation 
in  an  area  seven  kilometers  north  of  B/.Q  T<vAI  (XT 528114)  where  at  121c 
hours  one  man  was  wounded  by  the  explosion  of  a  booby  trapped  hand  grenade. 

At  1300  hours  the  Scout  Platoon  of  the  1st  Battalion  (Mechanised),  5th 
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Infantry  cap tu rad  a  POW  as  tha  unit  aearohed  through  tha  village  of  BAU 
DIEU  (XT5617).  Artillary  Fire  Support  Baaa  BTUaRT  locatad  ona  kilometer 
aast  of  TRANG  BANG  (XT 500194)  cama  undar  enemy  small  arms  and  RPG  fire 
at  2200  hours  which  resulted  in  tha  wounding  of  ona  man.  Tha  fire  baaa 
returned  tha  enemy  fire  with  artillery  and  mortars  with  unknown  results. 

B  Troop,  3I’d  Squadron,  4th  Cavalry  spent  the  day  on  a  sweep  through 
the  northern  portion  of  tha  FILH01  Rubber  Plantation  immediately  north 
of  the  CU  CHI  Base  Camp,  Thera  it  encountered  considerable  action*  At 
1115  hours  ona  man  was  wounded  when  ha  detonated  a  booby  trapped  hand 
grenade  at  a  point  seven  kilometers  northeast  of  the  base  camp  (XT696224). 
Moving  one  kilometer  to  the  west  of  this  position,  the  troop  oaae  under 
heavy  fire  from  an  unknown  size  enemy  force.  One  tank  was  damaged  and  four 
cavalryman  ware  wounded  as  a  result  of  this  fire.  Enemy  losses  in  the 
fire  fight  could  not  be  determined,  While  on  its  sweep,  the  troop  captured 
two  81mm  mortar  rounds,  two  8"  round,  three  claymore  mines,  one  4,2*  mortar 
round,  one  90mn  round,  42  hand  grenades,  300  small  arms  rounds,  eight 
105mm  rounds,  two  82mm  mortar  rounds,  one  RPG-2  round,  eight  M-79  rounds, 
one  SKS  carbine,  one  M-l  rifle  and  one  pound  of  assorted  enemy  documents. 

An  ambush  patrol  from  B  Troop  engaged  10  enemy  troops  at  2200  hours 
from  a  position  located  five  kilometers  north  of  CU  CHI  Base  Camp  (XT648- 
218).  The  cavalrymen  moved  forward  after  their  attack  to  locate  two  enemy 
dead,  two  AK-47  rifles,  one  M-14  rifle  and  several  assorted  enemy  documents, 

A  Rome  plow  was  damaged  in  the  3rd  Brigade  area  of  operations  during 
a  cutting  operation  along  route  14  five  kilometers  south  of  DAU  TIEuG 
(XT51242Q).  This  incident  occurred  at  1400  hours.  The  only  other  action 
reported  in  the  brigade  area  took  place  at  between  0900  and  1100  hours 
when  C  Conqpany,  1st  Battalion,  27th  Infantry  searching  along  the  bank 
of  the  SaIGON  River  four  kilometers  southeast  of  THANH  AN  (XT5634-XT5635) 
discovered  and  destroyed  three  sampans, 

5  December 

No  significant  actions  were  reported  during  the  da  in  the  1st  Brigade 
area.  In  the  2nd  Brigade  area  of  operations  C  Company,  2nd  Battalion,  27th 
Infantry  discovered  a  large  cache  at  133°  hours  during  a  search  of  an  area 
seven  kilometers  southwest  of  TRANG  BANG  (XT41S168),  Contained  in  the 
cache  were  35  SKS  carbines,  10  anti  personnel  mines  anri  10  anti-tank  mires, 

A  Company,  2nd  Battalion,  34th  Armor  saw  action  at  2015  hours  as  it 
moved  along  route  8A  four  kilometers  west  of  PHU  CU0NG  (XT767140).  The 
comoany  encountered  an  unknown  size  enemy  force  which  it  took  under  fire. 
Assaulting  into  the  enemy  positions,  the  tankers  were  unable  to  locate  any 
enemy  casualties.  One  memOer  of  tne  company  vr&s  wounded  in  the  fire  fight, 

B  Company,  2nd  Battalion,  12th  Infantry  sustained  four  men  wounded  in 
two  separate  actions  during  the  day.  At  0920  hours  two  men  were  wounded 
when  che  company  entered  into  a  fire  fight  with  an  unknown  number  o  or.eruy 
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during  a  sweep  operation  seven  kilometers  northeast  of  TRAuG  BANG  (XT534- 
251).  jSnemy  losses  in  this  encounter  could  not  be  determined.  The  company 
continued  its  sweep  moving  to  the  southeast  1*5  kilometers  where  at  1505 
hours,  9.  booby  trapped  hand  grenade  was  detonated  resulting  in  the  wounding 
of  two  men. 

One  member  of  the  Combined  Reconnaissance  and  Intelligence  Flutoon 
of  the  1st  Battalion  (Mechanized),  5th  Infantry  was  wounded  by  a  booby  trap 
of  unknown  type  that  was  tripped  as  the  unit  searched  through  an  area 
three  kilometers  northeast  of  BAD  DIED  (XT590185)  at  0914  hours, 

B  Troop,  3rd  Squadron,  4th  Cavalry  continued  its  operations  in  the 
FI1H0L  Rubber  Platation  where  at  1125  hours  an  armored  personnel  carrier 
detonated  an  anti-tank  mine  at  a  point  five  kilometers  north  of  the  CD  CHI 
Base  Camp  (XT64?2l6).  The  blast  killed  one  man  riding  in  the  AFC  and 
wounded  five  others.  The  vehicle  was  a  complete  loss.  Throughout  the  day, 
the  troop's  sweep  resulted  in  the  looation  and  destruction  of  two  hand 
grenades,  one  155*®*  round  and  one  105mm  round, 

Aotion  was  very  light  in  the  3rd  Brigade  area.  At  0855  hours  a 
military  oolioe  jeep  departing  the  DAU  TIKNG  Base  Camp  came  under  fire 
from  an  unknown  number  of  enemy.  One  MP  was  wounded  in  this  attack  and 
the  f.eep  was  destroyed.  The  enemy  fire  was  returned  with  unknown  results. 
The  CRIF  of  the  1st  Battalion,  2?th  Infantry  moved  into  tho  BOI  uOl  Woods 
for  operation  during  the  da",  and  at  Q?42  hours  reoelved  a  Hoi  Ch&nh  at 
a  location  rax  kilometers  south  of  the  DAU  TIE.iG  Base  Camp  (XT482396). 

Helicopters  from  B  Troop,  3rd  Squadron,  17th  Air  Cavalry  saw  a  action 
at  09^0  hours  during  a  bomb  damage  assessment  mission  of  an  Air  Force 
air  strike  6.5  kilometers  southwest  of  TRUONG  MIT  (XT 351 354;.  Flying 
over  the  strike  area,  the  helicopter  crew  observed  one  enemv  soldier 
trving  to  take  evasive  action.  The  enemy  was  engaged  and  killed  by  machine 
gun  fire.  The  helicopter  landed  to  capture  one  d?G-7  rocicoc  xcunoner  from 
hla  body, 

6  December 

Once  again,  no  significant  actions  were  reported  in  the  1st  Brigade 
area  of  operations.  Action  continued  to  be  steady  in  the  2nd  Brigade  area. 
At  0305  hours  a  .Company,  2nd  Battalion,  14th  Infantry  captured  one  enemy 
with  an  M-2  carbine  during  a  sweep  operation  6.5  kilometers  north  of  DUC 
HCA  (XT615029), 

At  0930  hours  an  infantryman  from  C  Company,  2nd  Battalion,  2?t.i 
Infantry  was  wounded  by  a  booby  trapped  hand  grenade  as  his  unit  operated 
through  c  area  seven  kilometers  southwest  of  TRAKG  BANG  (IT43313.V , 
Remaining  in  this  area,  the  company  discovered  two  enemy  bodies  at  1025 
hours,  Moving  800  meters  to  tho  east,  the  company  sustained  two  more  men 
wounded  when  a  booby  tr  ed  105mm  round  exploded.  This  incident  took 
place  at  1157  hours.. 
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B  Company,  lat  Battalion  (Mechanised) ,  5th  Infantry  found  a  largo 
onomy  ammunition  oaoho  at  0945  hour*  as  it  aoarehod  an  aroa  thro#  kilo* 
motors  north  of  BAD  DIEU  (XT 56 5196).  Looatod  in  tho  oaoho  were  110 
RPG-2  rounds  and  boosters,  30  RPG-7  rounds,  12?  82mm  mortar  rounds,  13 
anti-tank  mints,  150  pounds  of  plastic  explosive,  64  hand  gronados,  41 
oans  of  82mm  mortar  fuses,  and  9,500  rounds  of  small  arms  ammunition.  In 
tho  meantime,  tho  battalion's  C  Company  vas  oonduoting  a  swoop  operation 
through  an  aroa  1,5  kilometers  southeast  of  TRANG  BANG  (XT495174).  At 
1058  hours  a  C  Company  armored  personnel  oarrior  detonated  an  anti-tank 
mine  wounding  two  men.  In  the  immediate  area  A  Company  personnel  looatod  and 
destroyed  a  booby  trapped  n&nd  grenaae  ana  an  anti-tank  mine. 

Aotion  was  unusually  light  in  the  3rd  Brigade  area  of  operation  for 
the  day  as  only  one  significant  aotion  was  reported.  At  1030  hours  a 
Rome  plow  taking  part  in  a  outting  operation  along  route  14  two  kilo¬ 
meters  southeast  of  THANH  AN  (XT5483&3)  struck  an  anti-tank  mine.  The 
blast  oaused  only  minor  damage  to  the  plow,  however. 

Helicopters  from  C  Troop,  3rd  Squadron,  17th  Air  Cavalry  flying  in 
general  support  of  the  division  experienced  two  contacts  with  the  enemy 
during  the  day.  At  1615  hours  an  0H-6A  helicopter  flying  nine  kilometers 
southwest  of  TRANG  SANG  came  under  heavy  ground  fire.  The  aircraft  received 
several  hits  but  was  able  to  return  to  its  baso.  Other  helioopters  from 
the  troop  moved  into  this  area  in  searoh  of  the  enemy  firing  positions. 

At  1824  hours,  an  armed  helicopter  deteoted  four  enemy  In  a  position  a 
short  distance  from  where  the  0H-6A  had  earlier  taken  fire.  Sweeping  in 
on  the  enemy  with  automatic  weapons  and  rocket  fire,  the  helicopter  accounted 
for  one  enemy  kill  by  observed  body  count. 

7  December 

At  0105  hours  TAy  NINH  Base  Camp  recoived  15  rounds  of  82mm  mortar 
fire  which  resulted  in  the  wounding  of  two  personnel.  The  only  other 
significant  aotion  within  the  1st  Brigade  occurred  at  1045  hours  when 
C  Company,  4th  Battalion  (Mechanized),  23rd  Infantry  captured  seven 
VCI  suspects  and  apprehended  15  other  personnel  for  questioning.  The  action 
took  plaoe  as  the  company  conducted  a  search  operation  through  an  area 
two  kilometers  east  of  TAX  NINH  (XT265504). 

In  the  2nd  Brigade  area  of  operations  three  infantrymen  were  killed 
and  three  wounded  at  12C0  hours  when  the  C  and  D  Companies,  2nd  Battalion, 
27th  Infantry  came  under  heavy  fire  during  a  sweep  along  the  banks  of  the 
ORIENTAL  River  11  kilometers  southwest  of  TRANG  BANG  (XT417017).  The 
companies  returned  the  enemy  fire  with  organic  weapons  and  called  in 
artillery  and  helioopter  gunships  for  support.  A  sweep  of  the  enemy 
positions,  however,  failed  to  reveal  any  enemy  casualties* 

Two  men  from  D  Company,  2nd  Battalion,  12th  Infantry  were  wounded  at 
1540  hours  when  they  tripped  a  booby  trapped  hand  grenade.  The  incident 
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ooeurred  as  the  unit  was  sweeping  through  tha  village  of  THANH  AN  (XT461?) 
loo at ad  two  kiloaatara  south  of  TBANQ  BANG.  Bar liar  in  tha  oompany  hud 
disoorared  and  daaroyad  an  anti-tank  win*  in  tha  tana  ganaral  araa. 

Company  C,  1st  Battalion  (Maohanisad) ,  5th  Infantry  oame  undar  fira 
at  1600  hours  as' it  oonduotad  a  svaap  three  kilometers  northeast  of  TRONG 
LAP  (XT608239).  Ona  nan  was  voundad  by  this  fira  which  was  ratumad  by 
tha  mechanised  infantry  with  unknown  rasults.  Company  A  joined  C  Company 
latar  in  tha  day  to  astablish  a  night  position  in  this  Sana  araa.  At 
1855  hours  this  position  oana  undar  nortar  attack  which  raaultad  in  tha 
wounding  of  10  parsonnal.  Tha  night  looation  ratumad  this  fira  with 
supporting  artillary  and  mortars ,  but  tha  anamy  losses  to  this  oountar 
mortar  aotion  could  not  be  determined.  At  2200  hours  an  ambush  patrol 
from  A  Company  sat  up  a  short  distanoa  from  tha  night  looation  of  tha 
two  companies  engaged  an  unknown  number  of  anamy.  After  tha  firing 
ceased 1  tha  ambush  patrol  raeovarad  ona  body,  ona  RPG-2  rocket  launoher. 
and  three  rounds  of  RPG-2  ammunition. 

In  tha  3rd  Brigade  araa  of  operations  two  Roma  plows  ware  damaged 
during  outtlng  operations  along  route  14  southeast  of  THANH  AN  (XT5436) • 

Both  plows  struck  anti-tank  mines  as  they  out  down  tha  haary  vegetation 
along  tha  sides  of  tha  road. 

Coipany  B,  1st  Battalion,  27th  Infantry  saw  action  during  the  day  as 
it  operated  in  and  around  THANH  AN*  At  1120  hours  the  oompany  came  under 
sporadic  rifle  fire  from  a  point  3*5  kilometers  northeast  of  tha  village. 

Ona  infantryman  was  wounded  by  this  fira.  The  unit  returned  the  enemy 
fire  with  unknown  rasults.  Later  that  night  at  2105  hours  an  ambush 
patrol  from  the  unit  engaged  two  anamy  soldiers  at  a  position  2.5  kilometers 
Southeast  of  the  village.  This  attack  resulted  in  two  enemy  killed 
and  tha  capture  of  two  AK-4?  rifles. 

8  December 

No  significant  actions  were  reported  during  the  day  in  the  1st  Brigade 
area  of  operations.  In  the  2nd  Brigade  area  to  the  south.  CU  CHI  Base 
Camp  received  one  rocket  round  at  1834  hours  which  wounded  one  man*  One 
man  from  A  Company,  2nd  Battalion,  2?th  Infantry  was  wounded  by  a  booby 
trapped  hand  grenade  as  his  unit  swept  an  area  4.5  kilometers  southwest 
of  TRANG  BANG  (IT46?176).  The  incident  occurred  at  1145  hours. 

A  Company,  2nd  Battalion,  34th  Armor  had  three  tanks  damaged  by 
anti-tank  mines  between  0700  hours  and  0800  hours  as  the  unit  pushed 
through  an  area  six  kilometers  northeast  of  the  CO  CHI  Baaa  Can?)  (XT7120). 

No  personnel  were  wounded  in  the  series  of  explosions  that  took  place. 

Moving  back  to  CO  CHI  later  in  the  morning,  the  company  discovered  a  small 
enemy  weapons  cache  at  a  point  5*5  kilometers  east  of  the  base  camp 
(XT726134) .  The  find  included  three  5KS  carbines,  one  M-16  rifle  and 
a  one  M-l  rifle. 


65 

CONFIDENTIAL 


CONFIDENTIAL 


Company  8,  2nd  Batt.lion,  12th  Infantry  suf farad  on*  nan  klllod  at 
0930  hour*  a*  the  unit  oonduotad  a  sweep  oparation  thraa  kilonatara  north 
of  TRANG  BANS  (XT494225) •  Tha  nan  dlad  whan  ha  datonatad  a  booby  trapped 
olaynora  mina.  Latar  In  tha  day  Coapanlas  B  and  0  pushed  into  tha  BO  BO 
Woods  Just  aouth  of  tha  MUSHROOM  in  tha  SAIGON  River  (XT6229)  for  a  search 
oparation.  Rare  thay  discovered  seven  oluater  bomb  unite,  a  pair  of 
binooulara,  a  55  gallon  drum  of  CS  gas  and  an  anti-personnel  nine.  During 
tha  eearoh,  however, a  booby  trapped  hand  grenade  waa  datonatad  wounding 
thraa  nan.  This  incident  took  plaoa  at  1610  houra, 

Tha  night  defensive  position  of  A  and  C  Companies,  1st  Battalion 
(Meohaniaed) ,  5th  Infantry  two  kilometers  northeast  of  TRONG  LAP  (XT608- 
238)  earns  under  small  arms  and  RPG  attaek  from  an  unknown  size  enemy 
foros  at  0445  hours,  Tho  infantryman  repulsed  this  attack  with  organio 
via pons  and  tha  aid  of  supporting  mortars  and  artillery.  Five  man 
within  tha  position  ware  wounded  by  tha  enemy  fire.  At  first  light, 
tha  companies  swept  tha  area  surrounding  their  position  and  located  two 
enemy  dead,  one  RPG-2  rooket  launcher,  thraa  AK-4?  rifles  and  several 
assorted  enemy  documents, 

Tha  battalion's  B  Company  saw  action  during  tha  day  also.  At  085? 
hours  a  unit  armored  personnel  oarrier  struok  an  anti-tank  mine  at  a 
point  three  kilometers  northeast  of  TRANG  BANG  (XT 505225) •  Two  men 
were  wounded  in  tha  blast.  At  1000  hours  an  element  of  the  company 
searching  an  area  one  kilometer  oast  of  TRUNG  LAP  (XT607228)  oapturad  an 
enemy  soldier  and  at  1325  hours  a  B  Company  APC  struok  an  anti-tank 
mine  which  resulted  in  the  wounding  of  five  men. 

The  3rd  Squadron,  4th  Cavalry  working  over  a  wide  area  of  the  2nd 
Brigade  area  of  operations  experienced  several  incidents  with  anti-tank 
mine  explosions.  At  0845  hours  a  B  Troop  armored  personnel  carrier 
struok  a  mine  ns  it  moved  through  an  area  nine  kilometers  northeast  of 
TRANG  BANG  (XT 5^02 50),  Three  men  were  wounded  in  this  blast,  and  the 
vehicle  was  a  total  loss,  A  Troop  A  armored  personnel  carrier  moving 
through  the  THAI  MY  village  complex  vXT513156)  «t  1050  hours  detonated 
a  nine  whioh  resulted  in  one  man  riding  in  the  track  being  wounded  and 
the  APC  receiving  light  damage,  A  C  Troop  tank  was  slightly  damaged  at 
struck  an  anti-tank  mine  during  a  sweep  through  the  F1LB0L  Rubber  Plantation 
two  kilometers  north  of  the  CU  CHI  Base  Camp  (XT683182), 

In  the  3rd  Brigade  area  of  operations,  B  Company,  2nd  Battalion 
(Mechanized) ,  22nd  Infantry  had  two  armored  personnel  carriers  strike 
mines  as  the  unit  swept  route  14  south  of  DAU  TIENG,  The  first  incident 
occurred  at  1120  hours  at  a  point  along  the  road  two  kilometers  south 
of  the  town  (XT500445),  No  injuries  were  sustained  in  this  blast.  Four 
men  were  wounded,  however,  a  short  distance  farther  south  along  the  road 
when  the  APC  in  whioh  they  were  riding  struck  another  mine  at  1235  hours. 
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Coopany  B  continued  in  action  as  ths  day  wora  on*  At  222?  hours 
an  ambush  patrol  froa  unit  looatsd  in  a  position  along  routs  14  firs 
kiloastars  south  of  DAD  TIKNQ  (XT509436)  aabushsd  four  snsay  soldiars. 

Ths  rssults  of  this  astion  wars  ona  snsay  killsd  and  ons  AK-4?  rifls  and 
100  rounds  of  snail  aims  aaounition  oaptursd. 

Company  C,  1st  Battalion,  2?th  Infantry  oontinusd  to  sacort  and  seours 
Robs  plows  out ting  along  routs  14  to  ths  southsast  of  THANH  AM*  At  1415 
hours  ona  plow  ran  into  an  anti-tank  mine  in  ths  road  at  a  point  five 
kilometers  froa  the  Tillage  (XT 572 350).  Ths  plow  rsosiTsd  only  noderate 
damage  and  oontinusd  to  work,  Throughout  ths  day,  ths  infantrymen  working 
around  the  plows  looatsd  two  hand  grenades,  three  duster  bomb  units  one 
RPG-2  rocket  round  and  two  anti-personnel  mines* 

C  Troop,  3rd  Squadron,  17th  Air  Cavalry  reported  one  engagement  with 
the  enemy  during  the  day.  At  1820  hours  a  troop  helioopter  flying  nine 
kilometers  northwest  of  DDC  BOA  (XT555026)  detected  one  enemy  soldier 
who  was  taken  under  fire.  The  helioopter  landed  to  looate  the  dead 
enemy  and  to  oapture  the  AX-4?  rifle  he  was  carrying* 

9  December 

Action  continued  light  in  the  1st  Brigade  as  no  significant  actions 
were  reported*  In  the  2nd  Brigade  area  the  CD  CHI  Base  Canp  reoeived  10 
122mm  rockets  at  0307  hours  which  resulted  in  the  wounding  of  two 
personnel.  At  1010  hours  troop  carrying  helicopters  of  the  116th  Assault 
Helicopter  Company  supporting  division  operations  for  the  day  observed 
and  engaged  eight  enemy  soldiers  at  a  location  five  kilometers  southwest 
of  TRAmG  BANG  IXT465145),  A  check  of  the  area  following  the  helicopter 
attack  revealed  four  dead  enemy  soldiers.  Two  helicopter  crewmen  were 
wounded  by  the  enemy’s  return  fire. 

A  Company,  2nd  Battalion,  14  Infantry  came  under  fire  as  it  swept 
through  an  area  eight  kilometers  east  of  BA0  TRAI  (XT612049)  at  094 7  hours. 
The  conpany  returned  the  enemy  fire  and  pushed  into  his  position  to  locate 
one  dead  and  oapture  one  AK-47  rifle* 

An  ambush  patrol  from  D  Company,  2nd  Battalion,  12th  Infantry  engaged 
and  unknown  number  of  enemy  from  a  position  1.5  kilometers  southeast  of 
TRAMG  BANG.  The  ambush  took  place  at  2020  hours,  and  after  the  firing 
ceased  the  patrol  moved  forward  to  locate  four  enemy  bodies  and  two  AK-47 
rifles. 

A  major  action  developed  at  1150  hours  when  A  Company,  1st  Battalion 
(Mechanized),  5th  Infantry  located  an  enemy  base  camp  during  a  sweep 
operation  in  the  HO  B0  Woods  11  kilometers  north  of  the  CD  CHI  Base  Camp 
(XT6 35272),  The  mechanized  company  engaged  the  enemy  with  its  organic 
weapons  and  called  for  artillery,  helicopter  gursdips  and  Air  Force  air 
strikes  to  reduoe  the  enemy  position.  When  the  supporting  fires  were 
lifted,  the  infantrymen  assaulted  into  the  base  camp  to  locate  14  enemy 
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dead,  on*  machine  gun,  two  RPQ-2  rook*t  launohers,  two  AK-47  rifl*  and 
numerous  enemy  doouments.  Two  infantryman  w*r*  killed  and  two  wounded 
in  the  fighting  whioh  took  place. 

An  armored  personnel  carrier  of  the  battalion  CRIP  was  destroyed  when 
it  hit  an  anti-tank  min*.  The  vehicle  was  moving  along  rout*  ?A  one 
kilometer  northeast  of  BAD  DX50  at  1345  hours  when  the  explosion  took 
plas*.  No  injuries  were  sustained. 

At  1830  hours  an  ambush  patrol  from  B  Company  of  the  mech  battalion 
killed  one  enemy  soldier  who  walked  into  the  patrol's  position  located  on* 
kilometer  northeast  of  TRUNG  LAP  (ZT600225).  The  patrol  also  captured 
a  pistol,  two  hand  grenades  and  several  enemy  documents  carried  by  the 
enemy  soldier. 

One  member  of  A  Troop,  3rd  Squadron,  4th  Cavalry  was  Injured,  at  0825 
hours  when  he  detonated  a  booby  trapped  hand  grenade  as  his  unit  searched 
through  the  THAI  HI  village  complex  (ZT533151). 

In  the  3rd  Brigade  area  of  operations  during  the  day  three  personnel 
from  B  Company,  2nd  Battalion  (Mechanised) ,  22nd  Infantry  were  wounded  when 
the  armored  personnel  carrier  in  whioh  they  were  riding  struck  an  anti¬ 
tank  nine.  The  track  was  moving  along  rout*  14  four  kilometers  south  of 
DAD  TIENG  (XT510426)  at  1550  hours  when  the  incident  ocourred. 

Pour  Rome  plows  were  damaged  and  one  man  wounded  in  four  separate 
anti-tank  mine  incidents  that  took  plaoe  during  the  day  as  the  clearing 
operations  continued  along  route  14  four  to  five  kilometers  southeast 
of  THANH  AN  (XT5734-XT5833) . 

Helicopters  from  0  Troop,  3rd  Squadron,  4th  Cavalry  flying  armed 
aerial  reconnaissance  along  the  SAIGON  River  from  the  MUSHROOM  to  DAD 
TIENG  during  the  day  detected  and  destroyed  three  sampans  hidden  along 
the  banks  of  the  river.  Low  level  oheoks  of  the  target  sites  after  the 
attaeks  revealed  the  body  of  one  enemy  soldier. 

An  ambush  patrol  from  F  Company,  50th  Infantry  killed  two  enemy  soldiers 
and  captured  two  pistols  and  numerous  enemy  documents  in  an  engagement  at 
1715  hours.  The  ambush  patrol  was  hiding  in  a  location  in  the  lower 
BOI  LOI  Woods  four  kilometers  west  of  the  MUSHROOM  (XT5293U)  when  the 
enemy  walked  into  the  killing  zone, 

B  Company,  65th  Engineer  Battalion  sustained  two  men  killed  and  one 
wounded  when  an  anti-tank  mine  exploded  as  an  effort  was  being  made  to 
remove  it  from  route  19,  The  blast  ocourred  at  1005  hours  at  a  point 
on  the  road  six  kilometers  east  ol  GO  DAU  HA  (XT457252). 

10  December 

Action  continued  to  be  light  in  the  1st  Brigade  area  of  operations. 

The  4th  Battalion  (Mechanized) ,  23rd  Infantry  sustained  damage  to  one  of 
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it  armored  personnel  carrier  when  the  vehicle  struok  an  anti-tank  aina 
while  oparating  in  an  araa  six  kilometers  west  of  TAX  NIMH  (IT170465)* 

This  ineidant  occurred  at  0340  hours. 

Action  was  report ad  around  TRANG  BANG.  TRUNG  LAP  and  in  tha  lowar 
BOI  LOI  Woods  in  tha  2nd  Brigada  araa.  At  0518  hours  tha  night  looation 
of  tha  2nd  Battalion,  12th  Infantry  feur  kiloaatars  northeast  of  TRANG 
BANG  (XT513255)  cans  under  a  mortar  attaak.  Five  aorta rs  landed  within 
tha  position  wounding  two  personnel.  Fima  was  returned  with  artillery 
and  mortars  with  unknown  results. 

Two  members  of  tha  battalion’s  D  Company  ware  wounded  at  0?45  hours 
whan  they  detonated  an : anti-personnel  mine  as  the  unit  conducted  a  sweep 
operation  through  an  area  one  kilometer  south  of  TRANG  BANG  (XT498178) . 
Company  B  operated  in  an  araa  6.5  kilaweters  north  of  the  city  (XT508257) 
during  the  day.  At  1220  hears  tho  unit  ease  under  enemy  fire  whioh 
resulted  in  the  wounding  of  one  infantryman.  The  company  returned  the 
fire  with  organio  weapons  but  was  unable  to  atpount  for  any  enemy 
casualties. 

C  Company  of  this  battalion  saved  into  an  araa  in  tha  lower 
BOI  LOI  Woods  during  the  day  to  conduct  aeareh  and  destroy  operations. 

At  1720  hours  theunit's  sweep  brought  it  into  contact  with  an  unknown 
number  of  enemy  at  a  point  three  kilometers  west  of  the  MOSHROOM  in 
the  SAIGON  River  (XT542237).  A  heavy  fire  fight  broke  out,  and  the 
infantry  company  called  for  artillery,  helicopter  gun ships  and  Air 
Poroe  air  strikes  to  assist  in  eliminating  the  enemy  position.  Follow¬ 
ing  the  supporting  fires  the  infantry  assaulted  into  the  enemy  positions 
to  aooount  for  eight  dead  and  to  oapture  one  AX-47  rifle  and  one  RPG-2 
rocket  launcher.  Two  infantrymen  were  killed  and  seven  wounded  in  the 
battle. 

The  1st  Battalion  (Mechanised) ,  5th  Infantry  centered  its  activities 
for  the  day  in  the  area  around  TRUNG  LAP.  At  1115  hours  B  Company  discover' 
ed  one  enemy  body  at  a  point  1.5  kilometers  northeast  of  the  village. 
(XT601225).  Six  company  personnel  were  wounded  at  1945  hours  when  the 
armored  personnol  carrier  in  which  they  were  riding  struck  an  anti-tank 
mine  one  kilometer  northeast  of  the  village  (XT609221) . 

B  Troop,  3rd  Squadron,  4th  Cavalry  also  conducted  operations  in  the 
vicinity  of  TRUNG  LAP  during  the  day.  At  2215  hours  a  tank  was  struck 
by  a  command  detonated  anti-tank  mine  at  a  location  5.5  kilometers 
northwest  of  the  village  (XT462240).  The  tank  then  went  out  of  control 
and  crashed  into  a  nearby  armored  personnel  carrier.  One  cavalryman  was 
killed  and  five  wounded  in  this  incident.  Both  the  tank  and  the  APC 
were  destroyed. 

Action  continued  to  be  Usht  in  the  3rd  Brigade  area  with  only  amm 
significant  action  being  raparted.  At  1035  hours  aerial  observers  detected 
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an  estimated  20  enemy  noting  through  tho  MICHELIN  Rubber  Platation  at 
a  point  flva  kilometers  oast  of  tha  DAO  TIENG  Basa  Camp  (XT 512521). 

The  enemy  nee  engaged  by  artillery  firing  from  tha  baee  camp,  a  later 
check  of  the  target  area  revealed  the  bodies  of  six  enemy. 

Elsewhere  In  the  division  area,  *  long  range  patrol  from  7  Company, 

50th  Infantry  oame  into  oontact  with  an  unknown  number  of  enemy  at  a 
location  in  the  lower  BOX  LOI  Woods  six  kilometers  from  the  KOSHROOM 
(XT 504 319).  The  engagement  took  plaee  at  1550  hours.  The  patrol  did 
not  receive  any  casualties  in  the  fire  fight  that  tohk  place,  nor  oould 
enemy  losses  be  determined.  Seven  members  of  B  Company,  65th  Engineer 
Battalion  were  wounded  at  1035  hours  when  the  truok  in  which  they  were 
passengers  detonated  an  anti-tank  mine  while  moving  along  route  7A  two 
kilometers  south  of  TRUNG  UP  (XT586200). 

11  Deosmber 

No  significant  actions  were  reported  again  from  the  1st  Brigade  area 
of  operations  around  TAI  NINE.  Within  the  2nd  Brigade  area  action  was 
heavy  in  the  vicinity  of  TRANG  BANG. 

At  0433  hours  the  night  defensive  position  of  B  and  C  Cdapaniss, 

2nd  Battalion,  12th  Infantry  located  seven  kilometers  northeast  of  the 
town  came  under  a  ground  attack.  Tha  Infantrymen  repulsed  this  effort 
with  organie  weapons  and  the  support  of  artillery  and  an  Air  Force  AC-4? 
"Spooky"  gunship  fires.  A  sweep  of  tho  area  surrounding  the  night  location 
after  the  firing  ceased  turned  up  six  enemy  bodies  snd  one  POW.  One 
infantryman  was  killed  and  might  wounded  in  the  fight. 

Artillery  Fire  Support  Base  PERSHING  located"6.5  kilometers  northwest 
of  TRANG  BANG  (XT518255)  received  three  rounds  of  82mm  mortar  fire  at 
0910  hours.  One  man  was  wounded  in  this  attack  by  fire.  The  fire  baee 
returned  the  fire  with  artillery  with  unknown  results. 

A  major  action  took  place  in  an  area  nine  kilometers  northeast  of 
TRANG  BANG.  (XT557252)  when  A  and  B  Companies,  2nd  Battalion,  12th 
Infantry  on  a  sweep  of  the  area  encountered  an  unknown  size  enemy  foroe. 

The  contact  began  at  1050  hours  and  was  supported  by  artillery,  helicopter 
gunships  and  Air  Force  air  strikes.  As  the  enemy  resistance  continued 
during  the  day,  A  Company.' 2nd  Battalion,  14th  Infantry  and  D  Company,  2nd 
Battalion,  27th  Infantry  were  moved  into  the  area  to  reinforce  the  contact. 
The  firing  broke  off  at  dusk  as  contact  was  lost  with  the  enemy  force.  A 
sweep  of  the  battale  area  located  12  enemy  dead  and  one  POW.  Five  U.S. 
troops  were  killed  in  the  action  and  13  were  wounded. 

At  2012  hours  the  Combined  Reconnaissance  and  Intelligence  Platoon, 

2nd  Battalion,  12th  Infantry  engaged  an  unknown  number  of  enemy  at  a 
point  two  kilometers  south  of  TRANG  BANG  (XT499172).  D  Companjr  of  the 
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battalion  moved  in  quickly  at  aaalst  the  CRIP.  Artlllory  waa  also  callod 
la' to  support  tho  contact.  Too  infantryman  vara  wounded  in  the  fight* 
Bneay  losses  could  not  ho  determined, 

C  Company,  1st  Battalion  (Mechanised) ,  5th  Infantry  accounted  for 
three  Snemy  kills  at  0855  hours  when  it  came  under  fire  during  a  sweep 
operation  three  kilometers  north  of  THONG  LAP  (ZT 599250) •  Assaulting 
into,  the  enemy  firing  positions,  the  Infantrymen  also  captured  one  machine 
gun  and  one  RPG-7  rocket  launcher, 

B  Company  of  the  meoh  battalion  sustained  one  man  wounded  to  a  booby 
trapped  hand  grenade  at  094*5  hours*  Tho  incident  took  place  at  a  point 
one  kilometer  northeast  of  THONG  LAP  (11607223)  as  the  unit  swept  through 
the  area.  Later  in  the  day,  Companies  A  and  C  mowed  into  the  northern 
HO  BO  Woods  to  conduct  a  search  and  destroy  operations.  At  1400  hours 
A  Company  engaged  and  hilled  tjm  enemy  at  a  location  in  the  woods  two 
kilometers  south  of  the  MUSHROOM  (XT592292) .  Remaining  in  this  same  area 
tho  two  companies  came  under  heavy  enemy  fire  at  1715  hours.  With  the 
assistance  of  supporting  artillery  fires:  the  companies  returned  the 
enemy  fire  and  drome  off  the  attacking  force,.  A.  search  of  the  area  after 
the  fight  revealed  eight  enemy  bodies  and  one  PQW  along  with  one  AJL-47 
rifle.  Five  infantrymen  were  wounded  in  the  fire  fight. 

C  Troop,  3rd  Squadron,  4th  Cavalry  encountered  a  heavy  action  in  the 
FILH0L  Rubber  Plantation  north!  of  the  CD  CHI  Base  Camp.  At  0920  hours 
tho  troop  oaae  under  heavy  fire  at  a  point  five  kilometers  from  the  base 
esaqp  (XT675218).  The  tanks  and  armored  personnel  carriers  of  the  unit 
returned  the  enemy  fire  with  artillery  fires  also  being  called  In  on 
the  enemy*  A  search  of  the  area  after  the  contact  terminated  turned  up 
four  enemy  bodies,  one  RPG-7  rocket  launcher,  two  AX-47  rifles  and  seven 
rounds  Of  RPG-7  ammunition*  Three  cavalrymen  were  killed  and  four 
wounded  by  the  heavy  enemy  fire.  Returning  to  the  base  camp  after  the 
action,  a  troop  AFC  struok  an  anti-tank  mine  at  a  point  1,5  kilometer 
from  camp  resulting  in  the  destruction  of  the  vehiole  and  the  wounding 
of  two  personnel. 

The  3rd  Brigade  area  of  operations  continued  to  be  relatively  quiet 
with  two  significant  actions  taking  place.  At  1245  hours  A  Company,  2nd 
Battalion  (Mechanised),  22nd  Infantry  sweeping  one  kilometer  east  of 
THANH  AN  (11540380)  uncovered  a  cache  of  1,400  pounds  of  rloo.  Earlier 
in  the  day  at  063,5  hours  the  CRIP,  1st  Battalion,  27th  Infantry  engaged 
three  enemy  soldiers  seven  kilometers  east  of  BAD  TIENG  (XT562490),  In 
a  brief  fire  fight  that  followed,  one  enemy  soldier  was  killed. 

Elsewhere  in  the  division  area,  a  long  range  reconnaissance  team  of 
F  Company,  50th  Infantry  accounted  for  three  enemy  kills  in  an  action 
that  took  plaoe  at  1741  hours  2,5  kilomotors  wost  of  tho  MUSHROOM  ( IT 545“ 
319). 
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12  December 

Action  tappered  off  considerably  throughout  the  entire  division 
area  during  the  day.  In  the  1st  Brigade  area  B  Company,  4th  Battalion 
(Mechanized),  23rd  Infantry  captured  200  pounds  of  rice,  one  round  of 
RPG-2  ammunition,  10  pounds.. of  medical  supplies,  one  45  cal  pistol  and 
five  pounds  of  enemy  documents  as  it  searched  an  area  in  the  CRESCENT 
16  kilometers  northeast  of  HAY  N1NH  (XT395557). 

In  the  2nd  Brigade  area  one  man  from  B  Company,  2nd  Battalion,  27th 
Infantry  was  wounded  at  1045  hours  when  he  tripped  a  booby  trapped 
hand  grenade  as  his  unit  searohed  an  area  5*5  kilometers  south  of  TBANG 
BANG  (XT466134).  At  0600  hours  a  tank  from  2nd  Battalion,  34>th  Amor 
received  minor  damage  when  it  detonated  mn  ahti-tank  mine  during  a  sweep 
of  route  SA.  The  incident  took  place  at  a  location  six  kilometers  west 
of  PHO  C00NG  (XT747143).  Later  in  the  day  at  1037  hours,  personnel 
from  A  Company  of  the  armor  battalion* moss  under  fire  during  a  search 
of  rout*  15  5.5  kilometers  northeast  of  the  CU  CHI  Base  Camp*  The 
company  returned  the  enemy  fire  with  organic  weapons  and  later  located 
one  enemy  dead  and  one  RPG-2  rocket  launoher. 

Three  infantrymen  from  C  Company,  2nd  Battalion,  12th  Infantry  were 
killed  when  their  unit  came  under  fire  at  1400  hours  during  a  sweep 
operation  2.5  kilometers  north  of  TRANG  BANG  (XT492218),  The  company 
returned  the  enemy  fire  with  organic  weapons  and  artillery  with  unknown 
results.  C  Company,  1st  Battalion  (Mechanised),  5th  Infantry  sustained 
four  men  wounded  at  1703  hours  when  an  armored  personnel  carrier  detonated 
an  anti-tank  mine.  The  incident  occurred  as  the  APC  was  passing  through 
TR0NG  LAP  village  (XT595220).  A  booby  trap  of  unknown  type  wounded  a 
member  of  A  Troop.  3rd  Squadron,  4th  Cavalry  as  that  unit  searched  the 
THAI  MI  village  complex  (XT538151)*  The  blast  took  place  at  1020  hours. 

In  the  3rd  Brigade  area  of  operations  two  personnel  from  D  Company, 
65th  Engineer  Battalion  were  injured  when  the  truck  in  which  they  were 
riding  detonated  an  anti-tank  mine.  The  incident  occurred  at  1220  hours 
at  a  location  in  the  lower  BOX  L0I  Woods  three  kilometers  northwest  of 
the  MUSHROOM.  (XT558342).  At  1425  hours  A  Company,  2nd  Battalion  (Mech¬ 
anized),  22nd  Infantry  located  three  enemy  bodies,  eight  hand  gmnades, 
five  claymore  mines,  A00  rounds  of  small  arms  ammunition,  two  RPG-2 
rounds  and  several  assoKed  enemy  documents .  The  find  took  place  at 
1425  hours  as  Jbhe  unit  searched  an  area  three  kilometers  southeast  of 
THANH  AN  (XT560363).  The  night  location  of  the  1st  Battalion,  2?th 
Infantry  located  at  Fire  Support  Base  MAHCiNE  within  THANH  AN  received 
a  Hoi  Chanh  who  rallied  at  0830  hours. 

13  December 

Action  continued  to  be  light  in  the  1st  Brigade  area  of  operations 
during  the  day.  Only  one  significant  incident  occurred,  and  that  involved 
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•  track  from  the  588th  Engineer  Battalion  which  struck  an  anti-tank  nine 
at  a  point  six  kllometsrs  oast  of  TAY  NlNH  (XT170465).  The  explosion 
whioh  took  plaoo  at  1330  hours  resulted  in  the  wounding  of  four  personnel 
and  the  destruction  of  the  vehicle, 

A  major  action  took  place  in  the  2nd  Brigade  area  of  operations  when 
at  1201  hours  A  and  B  Companies,  1st  Battalion  (Mechanised) ,  5th  Infantry 
engaged  4  large  enemy  force  during  a  sweep  In  an  area  6,5  kilometers  north¬ 
east  of  TRANG  BANG  (XT555203)*  The  else  of  the  contaot  became  readily 
apparent  and  within  a  few  hour  A  and  B  Companies,  2nd  Battalion,  12th 
Infantry  were  lifted  into  the  vieiditjr  by  helicopter  to  reinforce  the  two 
mechanised  companies.  Heavy  artillery,  helicopter  gunship  and  Air  Force 
air  strike  support  was  also  provided  to  the  troops  in  contact.  When 
contact  broke  late  in  the  afternoon,  the  infantrymen  made  a  sweep  of  the 
area  and  discovered  22  enemy  bodies.  In  addition,  they  located  six  AK-47 
rifles,  two  HPG-2  rocket  launchers,  one  82mm  mortar  tube,  10  hand  grenades, 
one  RPG-?  round,  11  RPG-2  rounds  and  1,500  rounds  of  email  arms  ammunition. 
Six  Infantrymen  were  killed  and  14  wounded  in  the  engagement. 

In  sweeping  the  battlefield  after  the  fire  fight  ended,  one  armored 
personnel  carrier  from  B  Company  of  the  battalion  detonated  an  anti¬ 
personnel  mine  whioh  resulted  in  the  wounding  of  two  personnel. 

Vithln  the  3rd  Brigade  area  four  minor  incidents  were  reported  during 
the  day.  At  1230  hours  a  truck  from  the  25th  Supply  and  Transport 
Battalion  was  damaged  when  it  struck  an  anti-tank  mine  while  moving  down 
route  14,  The  blast  occurred  at  a  point  five  kilometers  south  of  DAU 
TIENG  (XT512423). 

D  Company,  4th  Battalion,  9th  Infantry  conducted  a  sweep  operation 
through  an  area  in  the  BOI  LOI  Woods  four  kilometers  northeast  of  BAO  DON 
(XT465384)  where  at  1100  hours  it  discovered  three  enemy  bodies  and  captured 
one  AK-47  rifle  and  seven  hand  grenades* 

Four  members  of  B  Company,  2nd  Battalion  (Mechanised),  22nd  Infantry 
wore  wounded  when  the  armored  personnel  carrier  in  which  they  were  riding 
struck  an  anti-tank  mine  buried  in  route  14  at  a  point  five  kilometers 
south  of  DAD  TIENG  (XT 512423).  The  explosion  which  took  place  at  1510 
<  hours  totally  destroyed  the  APC. 

At  0115  hours  the  night  defensive  position  of  the  1st  Battalion,  27th 
Infantry  at  Fire  Support  Base  MAH0NE  near  THAI®  AN  Village  (XT538379) 
reoeived  a  sudden  attack  by  fire.  The  10  RPG  rounds  which  landed  inside 
the  perimeter  wounded  two  personnel,  The  enemy  fire  was  returned  with 
unknown  results. 

Elsewhere  in  the  division  arsa,  D  Troop,  3rd  Squadron,  4th  Cavalry 
accounted  for  one  enemy  kill  when  at  1810  hours  elemsnts  Of  the  troop 
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engaged  three  may  soldiers  at  s  point  in  the  FXLHOL  Rubber  Plantation 
firs  klloMtsrs  north  of  the  CO  CSX  Bass  Camp  (IT675213) ,  Ths  '.cavalrymen 
wars  supported  by  artillery  fired  *fron  the  base  oadp  during  this  fire 
fight. 

Helieopters  fro*  C  Troop.  3rd  Squadron.  17th  Air  Cavalry  experienced 
too  engagdoents  with  the  eneoy  at  they  conducted  armed  aerial  reoonnaissanoe 
along  the  (fclXBTAL  River  11  kilometers  southwest  of  THING  MHO  (XT4110- 
XT4010),  At  1700  hours  a  helicopter  engaged  and  sank  a  sampan  along  the 
river  bank  accounting  for  One  enemy  kill  in  the  attaok.  Twenty  minutes 
later,  another  helicopter  sweeping  low  over  the  contact  site  was  shot 
down  by  heavy  ground  fire.  One  member  of  the  crew  was  killed  and  two 
wounded  in  this  action.  The  suspected  enemy  firing  positions  were  heavily 
engaged  with  unknown  results. 


14  December 

The  1st  Brigade  area  of  operations  was  quiet  throughout  the  day  with 
no  significant  actions  taking  place.  In  the  2nd  Brigade  area  an  ambush 
patrol  from  B  Company.  2nd  Battalion.  27th  Infantry  killed  four  eneoy  who 
walked  into  the  patrol* s  kill  zone  at  2045  hours.  The  ambush  patrol  also 
recovered  two  AK-47  rifles  from  the  bodies  of  the  enemy.  The  ambush  took 
place  at  a  point  5*5  kilometers  south  of  TRANG  BANG  (XT483134). 

A  major  engagement  began  at  1305  hours  when  C  Company.  2nd  Battalion, 
12th  Infantry  encountered  an  unknown  size  enemy  force  as  it  swept  through 
an  area  4.5  kilometers  northwest  of  THONG  LAP  (IT 565250).  The  company 
exchanged  fire  with  the  enemy  and  called  in  helicopter  gun ships  and  Air 
Fores  air  strikes  to  hammer  the  enemy  positions.  The  enemy  withdrew  shortly 
before  dark,  and  the  infantrymen  moved  into  the  abandoned  positions  to 
discover  20  bodies.  One  infantryman  was  killed  and  three  wounded  by  the 
enemy's  fire#  during  the  battle. 

At  O855  hours  one  member  of  A  Company  of  the  battalion  was  wounded 
when  he  detonated  a  booby  trapped  hand  grenade  as  his  company  searched  an 
area  six  kilometers  east  of  TRANG  BANG  (XT550198).  A  Company,  2nd  Battalion, 
34th  Armor  sustained  four  wounded  end  damage  to  a  tank  at  0920  hours  when 
the  tank  detonated  an  anti-tank  mine  during  an  operation  four  kilometers 
east  of  TRANG  BANG  (XT533195). 

In  the  3rd  Brigade  area  of  operations  elements  of  0  Company,  65th 
Engineer  Battalion  working  in  support  of  brigade  operations  destroyed  one 
anti-tank  mine,  three  cluster  bomb  units,  one  claymore  mine  and  seven 
hand  grenades*.  These  munitions  wtre  discovered  at  widely  scattered  locations 
throughout  the  brigade  area  and  turned  over  to  the  engineers  for  demolition. 

At  09I5  bpurs  B  Company,  2nd  Battalion  (Mechanized),  22nd  Infantry 
sustained  one  man  wounded  and  one  armored  personnel  carrier  destroyed  when 
the  vehicle  detonated  an  anti-tank  nine  while  moving  down  route  26  as  it 
passes  through  the  CAB  KH0I  Rubber  Plantation  eight  kilometers  east  ef  TAX 
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NINH  (XT 345430},  Seven  members  of  the  battalion's  A  Company  vara  injurad 
a  1121  hours  during  a  svaap  of  ro^ta  14  south  of  DAU  TIENG.  At  a  point 
five  kilometers  from  tha  town  (XT 515419) ♦  tha  company's  formation  vas  hit 
by  tha  detonation  of  a  olaymora  mint.  Tha  oompany  plaead  fira  on  tha 
looation  whare  tha  mina  waa  located,  but  a  svaap  of  tha  araa  failed  to 
reveal  thi  results  of  this  counteraction, 

Tha  1st  Battalion,  27th  Infantry  night  looation  at  Fira  Support  Base 
MAHONE  near  THANH  AN  village  became  the  site  of  a  major  engagement  at  1850 
hours.  At  this  time  the  bass  was  rooked  by  approximately  100  rounds  of  82mm 
mortar  fire  i'ollowed  closely  by  a  barrage  of  approximately  60  RPG  rounds, 

50  rifle  grenades  and  a  heavy  volume  of  automatic  and  small  arms  fire. 
Personnel  reacted  to  this  stand  off  attack  with  a  heavy  counter  fira  of 
organio  weapons,  mortars  and  artillery.  Whan  tha  firing  odasad,  infantryman 
from  tha  base  swept  tha  area  around  tha  perimeter  an  located  13  enemy  dead. 
Casualties  within  the  base  ware  11  man  wounded.  Two  trucks  ware  destroyed, 
and  two  others  received  minor  damage, 

15  December 

In  the  1st  Brigade  area  of  operations  A  Company,  4th  Battalion  (Mech¬ 
anized)  ,  23rd  Infantry  pushed  out  of  Fire  Support  BRAGG  to  sweep  an  area 
in  the  CRESCENT  area  14  kilometers  northeast  of  TAX  NINE*  A%  0800  hours 
the  oompany  cam*  under  heavy  fire  which  it  returned  with  organic  Weapons. 

When  the  enemy's  fire  grew  in  intensity,  the  company  eallefi  in  support- from 
artillery,  helioopter  gunships  and  Air  Force  air  strikes  to  soften  the 
enemy  positions.  The  enemy  broke  contact  early  in  the  afternoon  and  withdrew 
In  sweeping  the  contact  site,  the  mechanized  company  located  18  enemy  bodies. 
Company  losses  in  the  battle  were  two  killed  and  three  wounded.  One  armored 
personnel  carrier  was  destroyed  by  enemy  fire  and  two  were  damaged. 

In  the  2nd  Brigade  area  of  operations,  D  Company,  2nd  Battalion,  27th 
Infantry  conducted  a  search  operation  through  an  area  seven  kilometers 
southwest  of  TRANG  BANG  (XT43&134)  where  at  1300  hours  it  uncovered  an 
enemy  cache  consisting  of  three  anti-tank  mines,  11  claymore  mines,  85 
hand  grenades  and  88  rounds  of  82mm  mortar  ammunition. 

The  2nd  Battalion,  12th  Infantry  reported  three  significant  actions 
during  the  day.  At  0220  hours  Fire  Support  Base  PERSHING  looated  seven 
kilometers  northeast  of  TRANG  BANG  (XT 516225)  received  seven  rounds  of 
82mm  mortar  fire  which  wounded  two  personnel.  The  enemy  fire  was  returned 
with  artillery  and  mortars  with  unknown  results.  One  member  of  D  Company 
of  the  battalion  was  wounded  at  0815  hours  when  he  tripped  a  booby  trapped 
hand  grenade  as  his  unit  conducted  a  search  of  a  village  complex  1.5  kilo¬ 
meters  south  of  TRANG  BANG  (XT494176).  Remaining  in  this  general  area 
throughout  the  day  to  continue,  the  search,  another  member  of  the  coapjuiy 
was  wounded  by  a  booby  trapped*  grenade  at  1313  hours. 

Action  was  light  in  the  3rd  Brigade  area  during  the  day.  D  Company, 

1st  Battalion,  27th  Infantry  swept  in  a  wide  arc  through  an  area  one  kilo¬ 
meter  south  of  THANH  AN  village  and  throughout  the  day  captured  two  hand 
gremades,  one  sampan  and  six  outboard  motors  for  sampans, 
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Elseifhsre  in  the  division  tru  D  Troop,  3rd  Squadron,  4th  Cavalry 
accounted  for  ono  onony  kill  with  an  attaok  at  0919  hours  on  an  unknown 
number  of  onony  dotootod  in  a  location  sight  kilonotors  northeast  of  00 
DAU  HA  (XT442302),  A mod  holiooptors  of  tho  air  oavalry  troop  swept  in 
on  tho  onfay  with  autonatio  voapons  and  roekot  firo. 

A  long  rango  rooonnaissanoo  toaa  from  P  Company,  50th  Infantry  working 
in  tho  BO  BO  Woods  aovon  kilonotors  north  of  tho  CO  CHI  Base  Canp  JJXT650- 
236)  caao  undor  firo  at  1000  hours  fron  an  unknown  nunhor-  of  enes|f)tr30ps. 
Tho  pAtrol  rotumod  tho  onony' s  firo  and  was  supported  by  helioopter  gun- 
ships,  After  tho  onony  were  driven  off,  the  holiooptors  landed  to  extract 
tho  toan.  Seven  nonbors  of  tho  unit  had  boon  wounded  by  tho  onony' 0  fire* 

16  December 

Firo  Support  Base  HITCHBLL,  a  newly  constructed  artillery  fire  support 
boss  located  six  kilonotors  west  of  TAT  NINE  (XT170460),  o&me  undor  a  fcoavy 
mortar  and  roekot  attaok  wttch  kXllCQ  ono  men  and  wounding  six  others. 

The  oneny's  firo  was  returned  with  unknown  result a. 

Elsewhere  in  tho  1st  Brigade  area  of  operations,  tho  CRIP  of  tho 
4th  Battalion,  9th  Infantry  engaged  an  estimated  two  squads  of  onony  at 
1745  hours*  The  action  took  plaee  in  tho  B0I  LOI  Woods  six  kilometers 
southwest  of  TRUONG  KIT  (XT374341)  where  the  platoon  was  oonduoting  a 
sharch  operation.  CRIP  personnel  called  in  artillery  on  tho  onony 
positions  and  later  moved  in  to  discover  throe  onony  dead. 

In  the  2nd  Brigade  area«D  Company,  2nd  Battalion,  I4t,h  Infantry 
captured  one  P0W  at  0740  hours  during  a  swoop  through  an  area  four 
kilometers  north  of  DOC  H0A«  At  1400  hours  tho  company  had  moved  to 
a  point  4.5  kilometers  north  of  the  town  (XS640975)  tfljpre  it  cnuturOH 
ono  50  cal  machine  gun,  throe  AK-47  rifles  and  one  122mm  rocket  oompxete. 

At  1125  hours,  D  Company,  2nd  Battalion,  27th  Infantry  sustained  ono 
man  wounded  to  a  booby  trappsd  hand  grenade  as  it  unit  searched  an  area 
six  kilometers  southwest  of  TRANG  BANG  (XT453143).  The  company  had  earlier 
dlseoverod  and  destroyed  two  similar  booby  trapped  grenades  in  the  same 
area. 


B  Company,  1st  Battalion  (Mechanized),  5th  Infantry  operated  one 
kilometer  north  of  BAU  DIEU  (XT568I78)  where  at  1100,  hours  it  earns  under 
enemy  fire  which  wounded  one  man.  Reluming  the  enemy  fire,  the  company 
over  ran  the  eneny  positien  where  it  captured  one  CAR  15  rifle,  two  BAJU 
and  numerous  spare  parts  for  small  arms.  At  1653  hour*  the  battalion 
CRIP  that  Was  working  in  this  area  sustained  two  men  killed  ruen  the  Jeep 
in  which  they  were  riding  struck  an  anti-yank  nine.  Two  additional  non 
were  wounded  in  the  blast  and  the  jeep  was  destroyed. 

In  the  3rd  Brigade  area  of  operations  the  DAU  TUNG  Base  Canp  pafe 
under  a  mortar  attaok  at  1710  hours,  A  total  of  30  rounds  of  mixed  60mn 
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and  82mm  mortar  fir*  itruek  th*  baa*  camp  wounding  thr«*  personnel,  Fir* 
wa»  r*tum*d  by  th*  oamp's  artillery  with  unknown  r**ulta. 

▲  Company,  2nd  Battalion  (M*ehani**d),  22nd  Infantry  became  involved 
in  a  small  fir*  fight  with  an  unknown  number  of  *n*my  At  O83O  hours.  On* 
infantryman  was  wounded  in  th*  fight  whioh  broke  out  as  th*  unit  oonduoted 
a  sw**p  operation  through  th*  BEN  GUI  Bubb*r  Plantation  four  kilom*t*rs 
southwest  of  DAO  TXENG  (XT445456). 

Long  rang*  raeonnaissano*  teams  from  F  Company,  50th  Infantry  (LPR) 
experienced  two  contacts  with  the  enemy  during  the  day.  At  1846  hours 
on*  team  operating  in  the  HO  BO  Woods  five  kilometers  north  of  TRDNG  LAP 
(XT 588271)  engaged  an  unknown  number  of  enemy.  Th*  team  called  artillery 
and  air  strikes  to  support  th*  oontaot.  A  later  search  of  th*  contact 
area  located  two  enemy  bodies,  two  AK-47  rifle  and  one  M-16  rifle,  A 
second  team  waiting  in  ambush  along  the  SAIGON  River  seven  kilometers 
north  of  the  CU  CHI  Base  Camp  (XT670236)  engaged  a  sampan  loaded 'with 
enemy  soldiers  at  2120  hours.  When  the  ■Lerpl* fired  on  the  boat »  it 
exploded  in  the  water.  A  search  of  th*  area  at  first  light  the  next 
morning  revealed  the  bodies  of  23  enemy  soldiers. 

Helicopters  of  C  Troop,  3rd  Squadron,  17th  Cavalry  also  hAd  two 
contacts  with  the  enemy  d wring  the  day.  At  1220  hours  a  troop  helicopter 
flying  six  kilometers  nortnwest  of  base  of  NUI  BA  DEN  (XT210630)  received 
ground  fire.  The  aircraft  struck  back  with  automatic  weapons  and  rockets 
and  ,the  crew  called  in  artillery  on  the  enemy  position.  A  later  check  of 
the  area  found  two  enemy  dead  and  one  destroyed  51  cal  maehine  gun.  In 
the  same  area  at  1615  hours  helicopters  detected  an  unknown  number  of  enemy. 
These  were  takbn  under  fire  resulting  in  three  enemy  kills. 

17  December 

No  significant  actions  took  place  in  the  1st  Brigade  area  of  operations 
during  the  day..  In  the  2nd  Brigade  action  was  hearvlest  In  the  2nd  Battalion, 
14th  Infantry.  At  1025  hours  C  Company  under  the  operational  control  of  the 
2nd  Battalion,  12th  Infant  1$^  discovered  a  complete  122mm  rocket  launcher, 
one  122®m  rocket  round  and  an  82mm  master  sound  at  a  location  In  the  north¬ 
ern  HO  BO  Woods  one  kilometer  south  of  the  SAIGON  River  (XT618305).  Continuing 
its  search  in  this  area,  at  1225  hours  the  company  reported  finding  one  AK-47 
rifle,  six  blasting  caps  and  miscellaneous  documents  and  medical  supplies. 
Moving  back  to  the  control  of  its  parent  battalion  later  in  the  day  and 
shifting  its  operations  to  an  area  five  kilometers  aiozth  of  DOC  HQA  (XT60- 
5018),  the  company  came  across  another  cache  at  1430  hours.  This  find 
consisted  of  six  AK-4?  rifles,  two  RPG-7  rocket  launeher  sights,  18  AX-47 
magazines,  two  pPG-7  rounds,  four  RPG-2  rounds,  six  60mm  mortar  rounds, 
one  can  of  60mim  mortar  fuzes,  five  pounds  of  C-4  explosive  snd  1,000  rounds 
of  small  arms  ammunition. 

At  2020  hours  an  ambush  patrol  from  A  Company,  2nd  Battalion,  34th 
Armor  located  at  a  point  near  the  SAIGOI  River  seven  kilometers  northeast 
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of  th#  CO  CHI  Boa*  Coop  (XT714205)  engaged  and  killed  on*  enemy  »oldi*r. 

▲n  ambush  patrol  fro*  A  Company  t  l*t  Battalion  (Mechanised) ,  5th  Infantry 
also  accounted  for  on*  kill  at  1940  hour*  when  it  *ngag*d  a  email  enemy 
foro*  fro*  an  aabueh  poaition  on*  kilometer)  north  of  BAD  DI3U  (XT573179) . 

On*  patrol  member  was  wounded  by  th*  enemy's  r*tum*d  fir*. 

A  Troop.  3rd  Squadron.  4th  Cavalry  sustained  too  a*n  wounded  whan 
a  tank  d*tonat*d  an  anti-tank  ain*  at  a  poaition  a*v*n  kilometer*  north- 
•aat  of  TRANO  BANG  ( XT 508260) .  Thia  incident  o a our rad  at  1150  bgure.  At 
1515  hour*  C  Troop  operating  in  an  ar*a  aix  kilon*t*ra  northsast  of  th* 

CO  CHI  Baa*  Camp  (XT694211)  earns  under  heavy  fir*  whieh  wounded  ait  win 
and  destrtyed  on*  tank.  Th*  enemy  fir*  was  returned  with  organic  weapon* 
and  artillery  with  unknown  r*aulta. 

In  th*  3rd  Brigade  ar*a  a  major  bontaot  developed  at  1055  hour*  when 
an  *n ray  battalion  size  unit  attempted  to  ambush  the  CO  CHI-DAO  TIENG 
logistioal  oonvoy.  Quick  reaction  by  meourlty  force*  out  posting  the 
road  and  aupporting  artillery,  helicopter  gpnships  and  Air  Foroe  fighter 
bombers  sucoeded  in  overcoming  the  ambush*  In  a  fiero*  two  hour  fight 
73  enemy  were  killed.  Friendly  losses  in  the  battle  were  s*v*n  killed 
and  eight  wounded.  A  search  of  th*  battlefield  after  th*  firing  ceased 
and  the  enemy  withdrew  resulted  in  th*  capture  of  the  following  enemy 
equipment  and  supplies!  six  AX-47  rifles, . two  ££S  rifles,  on*  machine 
gun,  on*  RPG-7  rocket: launcher,  five  gas  masks,  39  rounds  of  60wi  mortar 
ammunition,  10  RPG-7  rounds,  four  RPG-2  rounds,  on*  75m*  round,  73  hand 
grenades,  seven  RPG-2  boosters,  12  rounds  of  82mm  mortar  ammunition, 
nine  cans  of  82mm  mortar  fuses  and  eight  rifle  grenades.  Friendly 
equipent  losses  in  the  ambush  wore  eight  trucks  and  one  jeep  destroyed 
(See  TAB  P  for  a  detailed  analysis  of  this  action^) 

At  1910  hours  the  CD  CHI  Bqse  Camp  received  a  light  mortar  attack 
consisting  of  four  82mm  rounds.  At  2355  hours  another  attack  by  fire 
took  place  as  fire  122mm  rockets  slasmed  into  the  base..  Three  men  were 
wounded  in  these  two  attacks.  Fire  was  returned  in  both  oases  with  artillery 
counter  mortar  fir*  with  unknown  results. 

18  December 

Once  again  no  significant  oombat  actions  took  place  in  the  1st 
Brigade  area  of  operations.  In  th*  2nd  Brigade  B  Company,  2nd  Battalion, 

14th  Infantry  captured  a  82mm  mortar  tube  at  1805  hours  during  a  sweep 
of  an  area  fire  kilometers  west  of  DOC  HOA  (IT603017). 

Action  was  relatively  heavy  in  the  2nd  Battalion,  12th  Infantry  area 
of  operations  around  TRANG  BANG.  At  0728  hours  D  Company  sustained  one 
man  wounded  by  a  booby  trapped  band  grenade  as  the  unit  swept  through  an 
area  two  kilometers  south  of  the  town  (XT498171).  At  0800  hours  the 
company  located  two  carbines  a  short  distance  from  where  the  bobby  trap1 
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exploded.  Four  personnel  of  B  Company  were  injured  when  thoy  detonated 
*  booby  trap  of  unknown  typo,  Thio  inoident  took  plooe  ot  0815  hour* 
to  the  unit  pushed  through  ah  iru  6,5  kilometers  north  of  TRANQ  BANG 
(ZT508259),  Remaining  in  this  tr«  tho  company  oapturqd  *  prisonor  ot 
0930  hour*,  Tho  non  woo  armed  with  o  pistol  that  wos  olso  tokon. 

At  0940  hours  holiooptor  gunships  thot  woro  supporting  bottolion 
oporotions  dotootod  ond  attacked  on  unknown  sizo  onomy  foroo  ot  o  loootion 
10  kilonotors  northoost  of  TRAHG  BANG  (XT515292).  Tho  rookot  ond  machine 
gun  ottook  rosultod  in  two  onony  kills 'ond  tho  oopturof'of  one  AK-47  riflo 
ond  ono  M-16  riflo,  fm  doirios  woro  olso  removed  fron  tho  hnemy  bodios. 

B  Company  mowed  into  this  oroo  following  tho  gun ship’s  ootion,  ond  in 
soorohing  tho  oroo  (XT5129)  during  tho  doy  unooworod  tho  following!  ono 
AK-47,  six  rounds  of  RPG-7  ammunition,  50  smoll  oras  rounds  and  four  POWs. 

Action  in  tho  bottolion  oroo  terminated  ot  1900  hours  whon  Fire  Support 
PERSHING  (XT 51 52 56)  cone  under  0  heavy • 82mm  nortor  ottook,  Twonty-bno 
person  . ol  woro  wou  .dod  by  tho  o  emy  fire  thot  wos  roturnod  by  artillery 
with  unknown  results, 

A  Company,  1st  Bottolion  (Mechanised),  5th  Infantry  mode  oontoot 
with  an  unknown  sizo  onomy  foroo  ot  1003  hours  ot  o  location  throe  kilo¬ 
meters  northeast  of  BAU  DIEU  (XT595173) •  As-fighting  continued  throughout 
the  day,  B  Compony  mowed  into  the  area  to  reinforce  A  Compony,  Artillery 
helioopter  gunships  and  Air  Foroe  fighter-bomber  strikes  were  called  in 
to  support  the  infantrymen.  Firing  ceased  ot  1845  hours  whon  contaot  was 
lost,  A  sweep  of  the  bottle  oroo  revealed  19  enemy  dead,  one  AK-47  rifle, 
and  machine  gun  and  two  RPG-7  SNsoteoj  launchers.  Battalion  losses  in  the 
all  day  fight  were  two  killed  ond  16  wounded.  One  armored  personnel  ooriier 
wos  destroyed. 

In  the  meantime,  the  battalion’s  C  Company  came  into  contact  within 
the  village  of  BAD  DIED  ot  1125  hours.  Enemy  fire  wos  returned  with  organic 
weapons  ond  artillery,  but  enemy  casualties  could  not  be  determined. 

The  final  action  in  the  2nd  Brigade  area  occurred  at  18 55  hours  when 
Fire  Support  Base  ST0ART  located  one  kilometer  east  of  TRANG  BANG  came 
under  a  light  small  arms  and  RPG  contact.  The  firing  broke  off  quickly, 
and  no  coulties  were  taken.  Enemy  losses  to  the  artillery  and  mortars 
which  returned  the  fire  could  not  be  determined. 

In  the  3rd  Brigade  area  a  convoy  between  DAD  TIENG  and  THANH  AN  on 
route  14  came  under  fire  at  1240  hours  at  a  point  one  kilometer  north  6f 
THANH  AN  (XT531 389).  The  enemy  fire  which  wounded  eight  personnel  and 
damaged  one  APC  was  returned  by  the  convoy  and  supporting  artillery. 

Enemy  losses  were  unknown, 

An  ambush  patrol  from  D  Company,  lot  Battalion,  27th  Infantry  engaged 
three  enemy  soldiers  at  1900  hours  from  a  position  two  kilometers  south¬ 
east  of  THANH  AN  (XT5433<$8).  A  search  of  the  area  following  this  attack 
located  one  dead  enemy, 
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19  Deoember 

Elements  of  the  3rd  Battalion,  22nd  Infantry  mad*  a  haliooptor  bomt 
a a malt  into  an  area  14  kilomsters  northwest  of  the  TAT  NINH  Baaa  Camp 
(XT04?604),  Swooping  tho  area,  tho  infantryman  eapturad  throa  rifles,  two 
shotguns,  440  pounds  of  rioa,  220  pounds  of  salt,  20  hand  grenades,  ssvsral 
anamy  documents,  aight  blasting  saps,  thraa  105oa  rounds,  ona  gas  nask,  ona 
oasa  of  axplosivss,  ona  anti-tank  mine  and  2,400  small  aras  rounds,  Tha 
finds  wars  mads  at  1130  hours. 

No  othar  significant  aotions  wars  raportad  in  tha  1st  Brigada  araa 
of  operations. 

In  tha  2nd  Brigada  araa  tha  2nd  Battalion,  34th  Armor  lost  two  tanks 
in  two  saparta  inoidants  with  anti-tank  mines ,  At  1205  hours  a  tank  detonated 
a  mine  at  a  point  five  kilometers  nprtheast  of  tha  CU  CHI  Base  Camp  (IT?00l89) . 
Tha  second  tank  was  destroyed  at  1620  hours  during  a  sweep  2.5  kilometers 
east  of  BOA  THAI,  No  personnel  casualties  ware  sustained  in  either  inoidant. 

A  trudk  fkom  2nd  Battalion,  12th  Infantry  was  damaged  at  1250  hours 
when  it  struck  an  anti-tank  mine  at  a  point  six  kilometers  north  of  TRANG 
BANG  (XT504250). 

At  1221  hours  B  Company,  1st  Battalion  (Mechanised) ,  5th  Infantry 
located  two  anamy  bodies  during  a  sweep  through  an  araa  five  kilometers 
west  of  CU  CHI  Base  Camp  (XT 59 5173),  C  Company  joined  B  Company  in  this 
general  araa  (XT5817-XT5917)  to  eontinue  the  searoh.  During  the  afternoon, 
the  companies  located  one  anti-tank  mine,  aight  RPG-7  rounds,  from  BPG-2 
rounds,  fiwe  rifle  granadas,  400  small  armm  rounds,  aight  RPG-7  boosters, 
five  hand  granadas  and  thraa  M-79  rounds, 

C  Company  established  an  ambush  patrol  during  the  evening  at  a  looation 
two  kilometers  southwest  of  BAU  D1E0  (XT 5 501 52).  At  2005  hours  this  patrol 
engaged  10  enemy  soldiers  who  walked  into  the  ambush  kill  zone.  After  the 
firing  o eased,  the  patrol  located  six  enemy  bodies  and  six  AX-47  rifles. 

Action  was  relatively  quiet  in  the  3rd  Brigade  area.  At  l^lO  hours 
two  separate  fire  fights  broke  out|C  Company,  1st  Battalion,  27th  Infantry 
came  under  fire  as  it  moved  througu  an  area  one  kilometer  north  of  THANH 
AN  (XT531389).  A  Company  of  the  battalion  sweeping  a  short  distance  away 
(XT534393)  also  received  fire.  The  enemy  fire  was  returned  by  the  two 
companies  and  artillery  was  called  in  on  the  suspected  enemy  positions.  No 
casualties  were  suatained  in  either  company, 

20  December 

One  significant  action  was  reported  for  the  day  in  the  1st  Brigade 
area  of  operations.  At  1945  hours  an  ambush  patrol  from  D  Company ,  4th 
Battalion,  9th  Infantry  engaged  an  estimated  seven  enemy  soldiers  from 
A  position  in  a  rubber  platation  seven  kilometers  north  of  GO  DAD  HA 
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(XT 3S3327)*  The  ambush  resulted  in  enemy  killad  and  the  capture  of 
ona  AX-47  rifle. 

In  tha  2nd  Brigade  area,  ona  man  from  A  Company,  2nd  Battalion,  14th 
Infantry  was  wounded  by  a  booby  trapped  hand  grenade  at  1705  hours  as 
his  unit  oonducted  a  sweep  operation  through  an  area  eight  kilometers 
north  of  DUC  HOA  (XT616024) ,  B  Company,  2nd  Battalion,  12th  Infantry  located 
a  caeho  of  4,500  pounds  of  rioa  at  a  point  eight  kilometers  north  of  TRANG 
BANG  (XT508274)  at  1220  hours,  Tha  company  also  apprehended  seven  detainees 
in  the  area  of  the  rice  cache  and  turned  them  over  to  local  authorities 
for  interrogation, 

B  Company,  1st  Battalion  (Mechanized),  5th  Infantry  sweeping  one  kilo¬ 
meter  north  of  BAU  DIEU  (XT56OI8O)  at  1355  hours  made  contact  with  the 
enemy,  and  the  situation  quickly  developed  into  a  major  engagement  which 
continued  until  2130  hours.  C  Company  of  the  mechanized  battalion,  B  and  D 
Companies  of  the  2nd  Battalion,  12th  Infantry,  and  A  Troop,  3rd  Squadron, 

4th  Cavalry  were  moved  into  the  area  during  the  afternoon  to  reinforce  the 
contact.  In  addition,  artillery,  helicopter  gunships  and  Air  Force  fighter- 
bombers  provided  supporting  fires.  After  the  battle  ended,  a  sweep  of  the 
area  located  30  enemy  dead,  15  AX-4?  rifles,  two  RPG-2  rocket  launchers 
and  two  BPG-?  rocket  launchers.  Friendly  casualties  were  one  killed  and 
14  wounded.  The  size  of  the  enemy  unit  in  contact  was  estimated  to  be  a 
reinforced  company. 

In  the  3rd  Brigade  area,  A  Company,  2nd  Battalion? (Mechanized) ,  22nd 
Infantry  Came  into  contact  with  an  unknown  size  enemy  force  at  1140  hours 
at  a  point  along  route  14  six  kilometers  south  of  DAU  TIENG  (XT520414), 

The  coi^jany  engaged  the  enemy  with  organic  weapons  and  accounted  for  four 
enemy  dead,  four  AX -47  rifles,  three  RPG-2  rocket  launchers,  one  RPG-7j 
rocket  launcher,  two  pounds  of  medical  supplies,  one  pound  of  documents, 
two  RPG-7  rounds,  six  RPG-2  rounds,  six  hand  grenades  and  300  small  arms 
rounds • 

At  1440  hours  the  artillery  liaison  office  of  the  1st  Battalion,  27th 
Infantry  flying  reconnaissance  over  the  MICHELIN  Rubber  Plantation  spotted 
a  large  member  of  enemy  mdvifcg  at  a  point  five  kilometers  east  of  DAU  TIENG 
(XT 544461),  Artillery  from  DAU  TIENG  was  called  in  to  engage  this  targiit, 
and  latefrvin  the  afternoon  a  search  of  the  area  revealed  15  enemy  bodies. 

At  1405  hours  a  member  of  the  1st  Battalion,  27th  Infantry  CRIP  was 
wounded  in  a  brief  fire  fight  between  the  platoon  and  an  estimated  three 
enemy.  The  fight  occurred  in  the  MICHELIN  three  kilometers  east  of  DAU 
TIENG  (XT5I85O0),  Enemy  losses  could  not  be  determined, 

21  December 

The  only  significant  action  to  occur  within  the  1st  Brigade  area  took 
place  at  2133  hours  when  the  TAY  NINH  Base  Camp  came  under  an  attack  by  fire 
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and  received  a  total  of  23  mixed  6 Oms  and  82nm  rounds  of  mortar  flra, 
fhras  psrsonnsl  wars  wounded  In  th«  art  i'll  try  with  unknown  results. 

In  the  2nd  Brigade  area  two  personnel  from  C  Company,  65th  Engineer 
Battalion  were  killed  at  1026  hours  by  a  booby  trapped  hand  grenade.  The 
inoident  took  plaee  at  a  point  six  kilometers  north  of  TRANG  BANG  (XT50- 
1251). 


A  significant  action  took  place  during  the  afternoon  as  B  and  C 
Companies,  2nd  Battalion,  14th  Infantry  mowed  into  an  area  of  the  north¬ 
ern  HO  BO  Woods  11  kiolmeters  north  of  the  CU  CHI  Base  Camp  (XT6628- 
XT6527)  to  contaot  a  search  and  destroy  operation*  At  1235  hours 
helicopter  gunships  supporting  the  operation  engaged  and  killed  one 
enemy  soldier  trying  to  escape  the  area.  The  two  companies  engaged 
four  enemy  troops  at  1415  hours  accounting  for  two  kills  in  a  brief  fire 
fight.  Before  the  day  was  over,  the  search  operation  resulted  in  the 
discovery  of  two  M-l  carbines,  one  SXS  rifle,  one  machine  gun,  one  M-16 
rifle,  350  small  arms  rounds,  five  pounds  of  medical  supplies,  eight 
hand  grenades,  one  122mm  rocket  round,  one  60mra  mortar  round  and  numerous 
enemy  documents. 

One  member  of  B  Company,  2nd  Battalion,  27th  Infantry  was  wounded 
by  a  booby  trapped  hand  grenade  at  1120  hours  as  his  unit  conducted  a 
aweep  six  kilometers  southeast  of  TRANG  BaNG  (XT447144),  At  1015  hours 
elements  of  D  Company,  2nd  Battalion,  12th  Infantry  captured  three  POWs 
two  AK-47  rifles  and  one  pistol  as  the  unit  swept  an  area  four  kilometers 
east  of  TRANG  BANG  (XT534196). 

C  Company,  1st  Battalion  (Mechanized) ,  5th  Infantry  sustained  one 
man  wounded  to  a  booby  trapped  grenade  at  1005  hours  as  the  company 
operated  two  kilometers  west  of  BAD  DIED  (XT5S5173) •  8  Company  of  the 
battalion  sweeping  a  short  distance  from  where  this  incident  occurred 
began  to  discover  enemy  supplies  and  equipment.  Searching  the  general 
area  for  the  remainder  of  the  day  (XT3618-XT5917),  the  two  companies 
captured  one  BAR,  four  AK-47  rifles,  31  anti-personnel  mines,  two  anti¬ 
tank  mines,  30  pounds  of  explosives  and  eight  pounds  of  enemy  documents. 

Action  was  very  light  during  the  day  in  the  3rd  Brigade  area  of 
operations  with  only  one  incident  reported.  At  1855  hours  the  DAU  TIENG 
Base  Camp  received  five  82tm  mortar  rounds.  The  enemy  mortar  position 
was  detected  by  an  air  eraft  flying  over  the  area  at  the  time,  and  the 
position  was  struck  by  the  base  camp's  artillery.  A  later  check  of  this 
position  revealed  three  enemy  dead,  one  destroyed  82mm  mortar  tube  and 
three  82mm  mortar  rounds.  No  friendly  casualties  were  sustained  in  the 
action. 


22  December 

A  major  combat  action  developed  at  0010  hours  when  an  estimated  enemy 
regiment  conducted  an  all  out  attack  an  Patrol  Base  MOLE  located  14  kilometers 
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south  of  TAT  NINH  (XT249309).  The  patrol  base  had  ,1ust  been  constructed 
by  the  1st  Brigade  as  a  base  of  operations  for  brigade  activities  in  the 
surrounding  vicinity.  Companies  B  and  C,  4th  Battalion,  9th  Infantry 
manned  the  base  at  the  time  of  the  attack.  The  action  began  with  a  heavy 
mortar  barrage  followed  by  human  waire  assaults  againet  the  patrol  base 
perimeter.  The  base  defenders  met  the  enemy  with  organic  weapons  and  were 
supported  by  artillery,  helicopter  gunships,  f i rhter-bonfcer  strikes  and 
AC-47  "Spooky"  gunships,  The  battle  continued  until  0ft30  hours  before  the 
enemy  broke  contact  and  withdrew.  On  several  occasions  during  the  attack 
the  enemy  was  able  to  penetrate  the  base’s  bunker  line,  but  In  each  esse 
was  driven  out  by  the  defending  Infantrymen,  A  search  of  the  battlefield 
the  following  morning  revealed  the' enemy  had  abandoned  1(3  dead,  one  POW, 

23  AX -47  rifles, -nine  machine  guns,  two  HP 0-2  rocket  launchers,  two  RPG-7 
rocket  launchers ,■ three  pistols,  two  field  radios,  two  pounds  of  documents, 

165  hand  grenades,  78  RPG-2  rounds,  2ft  RPG-2  boosters,  38  RPO-7  rounds,  31 
RpG  boosters  and.  19,000  rounds  of  small  arms  ammunition.  Drag  marks  and 
blood  trails  leading  out  of  the  area  indicated  numerous  other  enemy  casualties 
that  were  carried  off  (possible  additional  body  count  of  120).  Losses 
sustained  by  the  two  companies  in  thehaavy  fighting  were  17  killed  and  3k 
wounded. . 

Elsewhere  in  the  1st  Rrigade  area  of  operations  during  the  day  TAT 
HINH  Base  Camp  was  struck  by  five  rounds  of  75mm  reeoiless  rifle  fire  at 
1815  hours.  One  3/4  ton  truck  and  one  1/4  ton  truev  were  damaged  by  this 
fire. 


In  the  2nd  Brigade  area,  the  bri^decommand  and  control  helicopter 
had  two  contacts  withenemy  during  the  day.  At  1245  hours  the  aircraft 
engaged  two  enemy  at  a  point  eight  kilometers  northeast  of  TRANG  BARG 
(XT542245).  !  One  enemy  kill  was  confirmed  in  this  action.  At  1345  hours 
the  C  and  C  ship  engaged  three  more  enemy.  This  contact  was  at  a  location 
3.5  kilometers  southwest  of  TRANG  BANG  (XT465159)  and  resulted  in  two 
enemy  soldiers  .killed. 

At  1030  hours  three  personnel  of  A  Company,  2nd  Battalion,  12th 
Infantry  were  wounded  by  a  booby  trapped  82mm  mortar  round.  The  incident- 
occurred  as  the  fcompany  conducted  a  sweep  through  an  area  seven  kilometers 
northeast  of  TRANG  BANG  (XT  543243).  At  the  same  time  one  infantryman  from 
the  battalion's  R  Company  was  wounded  when  he  detonated  a  booby  trapped 
hand  grenade  at  a  point  six  kilometers  north  of  TRANG  PANG  (XT 504257),  D 
Company  captured  six  POWs  and  one  pistol  at  1130  hours  when  it  swept  into 
a  small  enemy  base  five  kilometers  northeast  of  TRANG  BANG  (XT *20231),  A 
Company  sustained  five  more  personnel  wounded  to  a  cluster  of  four  booby 
trapped  hand  grenades  that  were  detonated  in  the  same  location  where  a 
similar  incident  occurred  earlier  in  the  day.  This  later  incident  took  nlace 
at  1130  hours, 

C  Company,  1st  Battalion,  5th  Infantry  (Mechanized)  conducted  ac  sweep 
operation  through  an  area  three  kilometers  northeast  of  BAU  DIEU  (XT 577188) 
during  the  day.  In  its  sweep  the  company  located  and  destroyed  one  cluster 
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bomb  unit,  one  anti-personnel  nine,  six  60mm  mortar  rounds,  30  pounds  of 
explosive,  three  RPG-7  rounds,  two  RPG-2  rounds  and  two  M-72  LAWs, 

In  the  3rd  Brigade  area  of  operation,  A  Company,  2nd  Battalion,  22nd 
Infantry  (Mechanised)  lost  an  armored  personnel  carrier  to  an  anti-tank 
mine  as  the  unit  swept  route  239  four  kilometers  southwest  of  DAU  TIENG 
(XT445448)  at  1245  hours.  C  Company  of  the  battalion  operated  in  the  BOX 
L01  Woods  during  the  day,  and  at  1255  hours  discovered  1,00  0  pounds  office 
at  a  point  six  kilometers  northwest  of  TRUONG  KIT  (XT449420).  At  1350  hours 
the  company  came  under  fire  at  XT453418.  This  enemy  fire  was  returned 
with  the  unlt*s  organic  weapons,  and  a  later  sweep  of  the  oontaot  area 
located  two  dead  enemy  and  three  AK-47  rifles.  Company  0,  65th  Engineer 
Battalion  working  in  support  of  the  brigade  19ft  a  five  ton  tmok  to  an 
anti-tank  mine  on  route  239  three  kilometers  southwest  of  DAU  TIENG,  The 
explosion  took  place  at  170u  hours, 

23  December 

In  the  1st  Brigade  area  of  operations  during  the  day,  Companies  B  and 
C,  3rd  Battalion,  22nd  Infantry  engaged  an  estimated  enemy  platoon  during 
a  sweep  operation  in  an  area  15  kilometers  northwest  of  TAT  NIHH.  The 
contact  began  at  1441  hours  and  continued  until  1730  hours.  Artillery 
helicopter  gunships  and  fighter-bomber^  strikes  were  called  in  on  the  enemy 
position.  A  later  search  of  the  contact  site  located  four  enemy  killed. 

Two  infantrymen  were  wounded  in  the  fight. 

Early  in  the  morning  at  0100  hours,  B  Company,  4th  Battalion,  9th 
Infantry  engaged  two  enemy  soldiers  with  8lmm  mortars.  The  incident 
occurred  14  kilometers  northwest  of  GO  DAU  HA  (XT250295)  and  resulted  in 
the  location  of  one  enemy  dead  and  one  AK-47  rifle. 

TAY  NINH  Base  Camp  was  struok  by  two  attacks  by  fire  during  the  day. 

At  1332  hours  a  helicopter  gunship  parked  in  the  base’s  air  strip  reoeived 
light  damage  when  four  mortar  rounds  hit  near  by.  At  2202  hours,  four 
75»m  recoiless  rifle  rounds  were  fired  into  the  base  wounding  two  personnel. 

In  the  2nd  Brigade  area,  a  Rome  plow  was  damaged  and  its  operation 
injured  when  the  vehicle  detonated  an  anti-tank  mine  during  1c.  i  clearing 
operations  two  kilometers  northeast  of  BAU  DIEU  (XT578173).  The  explosion 
took  place  at  0945  hours.  The  operator  and  plow  were  from  C  Company,  65th 
Engineer  Battalion. 

At  1415  hours  helicopters  supporting  operations  of  the  2nd  Battalion, 
12th  Infantry  around  TRANG  BANG  engaged  and  killed  one  enemy  soldier.  In 
its  sweep  around  TRANG  BANG,  the  battalion  sustained  one  man  wounded  to 
a  boob*  trapped  grenade  at  0925  hours.  The  trap  exploded  at  a  point  6.5 
kilometers  north  of  the  oity  (XT505259).  During  the  day  the  battalion 
discovered  and  destroyed  one  60bbb  mortar  round,  three  RPG-7  rounds  and 
three  RPG-2  rounds. 

The  2nd  Battalion,  14th  Infantry  conducted  a  sweep  north  of  DUC  H0A 
(XT6002-XT6205)  during  the  day  and  discovered  the  followingi  four  AK-47 

i  ■ 
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rifles,  ono  RPG-2  rocket  launcher,  10  RPG-2  rounds,  four  gas  masks,  11 
RPG-2  boosters,  three  hand  grenades,  one  anti-pereonnel  mine  and  1,500 
rounds  of  small  arms  ammunition.  Battalion  units  also  captured  one  PQW 
and  two  Viet  Cong  Infrastructure  members  during  the  day. 

In  the  3rd  Brigade  area  of  operation,  no  significant  aotions  took 
plaoe* 


24  Deoeniber 

Aotion  was  light  in  the  1st  Brigade  area  of  operations.  D  Company, 
3rd  Battalion,  22nd  Infantry  reported  the  discovery  of  one  enemy  body 
as  the  unit  swept  an  area  six  kilometers  northwest  of  TAY  NINH  (XT102- 
533).  C  Company,  4th  Battalion,  9th  Infantry  located  two  enemy  bodies 
as  it  Swept  the  area  surrounding  Patrol  Base  MOLE  (XT248310)  during  the 
day. 


The  2nd  Brigade  area  was  extremely  quiet  with  only  one  unit  eoming 
into  oontaot  with  the  enemy  at  0830  hours. Company  A,  2nd  Battalion,  12th 
Infantry  caine  under  fire  as  it  swept  2,5  kilometers  north  of  TRANG  BANG 
(XT492218),  The  enemy  was  engaged  with  the  unit's  organio  weapons  and 
with  supporting  artillery  and  helicopter  gunshlps.  One  infentryaan  wae 
wounded  in  the  fight,  and  enemy  losses  oould  not  be  determined. 

In  the  3rd  Brigade  area.  C  Company,  2nd  Battalion,  22nd  Infantry 
lost  an  APC  at  0920  hours  when  the  vehicle  detonated  two  anti-tank  mines 
as  it  swept  down  route  26  as  the  road  passes  through  the  CAU  KHOI  Rubber 
Plantation  eight  kilometers  east  of  TAY  NINH  (XT346448). 

Elements  of  the  1st  Battalion,  27th  Infantry  moved  into  the  MICHELIH 
Rubber  Plantation  for  sweep  operations  during  the  day*  At  0915  hours  A 
Company  reoelved  five  82am  mortar  rounds  at  a  position  in  the  rubber  four 
kilometers  northeast  of  DAO  TIEHG  (XT521496).  One  man  was  wounded  by 
this  attack  which  was  ar.iwered  by  artillery  fired  on  the  suspected  mortar 
sites.  Throughout  the  day,  A  and  D  Companies  continued  to  searoh  the 
plantation  and  aswell  as  an  area  north  of  THANH  AN  located  the  following! 
two  carbines,  ono  120mm  mortar  round,  six  pounds  of  documents,  250  pounds 
of  explosives,  two  anti-tank  mines,  16  RPG-2  rounds  and  two  RPG-2  boosters. 

A  long  range  patrol  from  F  Company >  50th  Infantry  in  an  ambush  position 
along  the  SAIGON  River  eight  kilometers  noeth  of  CO  CHI  Base  Camp  (IT6672433-* 
engaged  an  enemy  sampan  at  1940  hours,  Tim  enemy  dead  were  later  located 
in  the  area. 


25  December 

No  significant  aotions  took  place  during  the  day  as  all  divisional 
units  observed  the  Christmas  Day  Cease  Fire  Truce. 
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26  Deomeber 

Action  intho  1st  Brigade  area  of  operations  was  limited  to  Companies 
B  and  C,  4th  Battalion,  9th  Infantry,  Company  B  located  two  enemy  dead 
during  a  sweep  around  Patrol  Base  MOLE  (XT248290),  The  oompany  also  located 
and  destroyed  nine  82mm  mortar  rounds  while  on  this  sweep. 

In  the  2nd  Brigade  area.  Companies  A  and  B,  2nd  Battalion,  12th  Inf a stry 
oonduoted  searoh  operations  along  the  banks  of  the  SAIGON  River  in  the 
MUSHROOM.  This  operation  was  in  reponse  to  report*  of  tho  enemy  moving 
large  rice  supplies  into  that  area  on  Christmas  Day.  At  1110  hours.  A 
Company  located  9.000  pounds  of  rioe  at  XT59531?.  At  1325  hours,  B  Company 
uncovered  6,000  pounds  of  rioe  along  with  one  enemy  body  and  a  claymore 
mine. 


In  the  3rd  Brigade  area  of  operations,  the  2nd  Battalion,  22nd  Infantry 
lost  two  APCs  during  thi*  day,  At  1000  hours  a  C  Company  vehicle  detonated 
am  anti-tank  mine  as  the  unit  swept  through  the  BEN  GUI  Rubber  Plantation 
five  kilometers  southwest  of  DAU'TIENG  (XT4 37447) .  Three  infantrymen  were 
wounded  in  this  blast.  The  second  track  was  destroyed  at  1535  hours  when 
it  detonated  a  booby  trapped  105mm  round  as  Company  B  swept  through  the 
MICHELXN  Rubber  Plantation,  The  explosion  took  place  at  a  point  three  kilo¬ 
meters  northeast  of  DAU  TIENG  (XT 514482). 

At  0629  hours  two  infantrymen  from  B  Company,  1st  Battalion,  27th 
Infantry  were  wounded  when  the  units  night  location  4.5  kilometers  north  of 
DAG  TIENG  (XT 520496)  received  eight  82ma  mortar  rou.ds  and  seven  BPG  rounds. 
The  enemy  fire  was  retured  with  with  81mm  mortars  with  unknown  results.  At 
0820  hours,  the  battalion  CRIP  sweeping  one  kilometer  north  of  THANH  AN 
(XT543386)  discovered  one  RPG-7  round,  two  RPG-7  boosters  and  one  claymore 
mine,  C  Company  sustained  one  mAn  wounded  to  a  booby  trapped  hand  grenade 
as  the  company  searched  an  area  one  kilometer  northeast  of  THANH  AN  (XT543- 
386)  at  1320  hours* 

A  long  range  reconnaissance  team  from  P  Company,  50th  Infantry  (LRP) 
came  under  fire  at  1540  hours  as  it  operated  in  the  FILHOL  Rubber  Plantation 
three  kilometers  north  of  the  CU  CHI  Base  Camp,  The  team  was  reinforced 
by  C  troop,  3rd  Squadron,  4th  Cavalry  moving  out  of  the  base  camp.  Four 
"Lerps"  were  wounded  in  the  fight  which  lasted  until  1620  hours.  Enemy 
losses  oduld  not  be  determined. 

27  December 

No  significant  action  were  reported  during  the  day  in  the  1st  Brigade 
area  of  operations. 

In  the  2nd  Brigade  area,  D  Company,  2nd  Battalion,  12th  Infantry 
continuing  the  search  for  rice  caches  along  the  banks  of  the  MUSHROOM  in 
the  SAIGON  River  captured  17,000  pounds  of  rice  at  XT584317.  At  1235 
hours  an  APC  from  B  troop,  3rd  Squadron,  4th  Cavalry  working  in  support 
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of  3rd  Brigade  operations  in  tUs  BEN  CUI  Rubber  Plantation  detonated  an 
anti-tank  sine  at  a  point  two  kilometers  west  of  DAO  TIENG  (XT462469). 
Three  cavalrymen  were  wounded  in  the  blast  and  the  vehiole  was  destroyed , 

Elsewhere  in  the  3rd  Brigade  area,  Fire  Support  Base  MAHONE,  the 
field  oommand  post  of  the  let  Battalion,  27th  Infantry  (XT539378)  reoeived 
20  rounds  of  RPG  fire  resulting  in  four  men  wounded  .  Fire  vraa  returned 
with  small  arms,  automatio  weapons  and  artillery  with  unknown  results.  At 
0800  hours  the  fire  base  was  again  struck  as  10  rounds  of  82mm  mortar  fire 
fell  within  the  perimeter.  Three  men  were  wounded  by  this  attaok.  Fire 
was  again  returned  by  mortars  and  artillery  with  unknown  results, 

A  long  range  reoonniassanoe  team  from  F  Company,  50th  Infantry  was 
credited  with  three  enemy  kills  in  an  engagement  which  took  plaoe  at  1615 
hours  as  tha  team  onerated  in  an  area  six  kilometers  west  of  the  CU  CHI 
Base  Caaqp  (XT6 39228),  The  team  was  supported  by  helicopter  gunships  in 
this  fight. 


28  December 

Action  in  the  1st  Brigade  area  of  operation  was  limited  to  an  incident 
at  1330  hours  in  which  a  truck  from  A  Company,  65th  Engineer  Battalion 
detonated  an  anti-tank  mine  at  a  point  nine  kilometers  west  of  GO  DAO  HA 
(IT298258) ,  The  truok  was  heavily  damaged  by  the  explosion. 

In  the  2nd  Brigade  area,  the  1st  Battalion,  5th  Infantry  lost  two  APCs 
to  anti-tank  Hines  during  operations  1.5  kilometers  northeast  of  BAU  DIED 
(XT577177).  The  first  track  was  destroyed  at  1425  hours,  and  the  seoend 
25  minutes  later.  At  1430  hours,  D  Company,  2nd  Battalion,  12th  Infantry 
discovered  1,000  pounds  of  rice  while  searching  an  area  4.5  kilometers 
north  of  TRANG  BANG  (XT483239). 

In  the  3rd  Brigade  area  of  operations,  C  Company,  1st  Battalion,  2?tb 
Infantry  operating  in  the  MICHELES  Rubber  Plantation  nine  kilometers  north¬ 
east  of  DAU  TIENG  (-XT570502),  experienced  two  contacts  with  the  enemy.  At 
1420  hours  tho  company  came  under  heavy  fire  as  it  was  staking  a  helibome 
landing  in  the  area.  The  enemy  fire  was  returned  by  the  unit's  organic 
weapons  and  supporting  helicopter  gunships, Two  infantrymen  were  killed  and 
six  wounded  in  the  fight  that  ensured.  In  addition,  one  helicopter  was 
shot  down  and  two  damaged.  A  later  sweep  of  the  area  located  three  enemy 
dead  and  two- wounded  POlrfa.  Remaining  in  the  area,  the  company  again  came 
under  fire  which  wounded  seven  personnel.  The  enemy's  fire  was  returned 
with  unknown  results. 

The  DAD  TIENG  Save  Camp  received  an  attack  by  fire  at  1840  hours  whtn 
seven  60mm  mortars,  10  120mm  mortars  and  five  107mm  rockets  slammed  into 
the  complex.  Three  men  were  killed  and  five  wounded  in  this  attack. 
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At  1900  hours  *  long  ra.ge  reoonnaiasano*  town  from  F  uomp any*  50th 
Infantry  (LILP)  ambush*.)  three  cneiry  from  *  position  looated  two  kilometers 
south  of  the  MUSHROOM  (XT574290),  One  enemy  deal  was  located  after  the 
attaok  .long  with  a  pistol*  one  pound  of  documents,  one  radio  and  on* 

AK-47  rifle.  One  team  member  was  wounded  by  the  enemy's  return  fir*. 

29  December 

Two  significant  actions  were  reported  by  the  1st  Brigade.  At  0825  hours 
the  CRIP  of  the  4th  Battalion,  9th  Infantry  Division  engaged  an  unknown 
number  of  enemy  at  a  point  five  kilometers  north  of  00  DAO  HA  (IT394303) . 

After  the  firing  ceased,  the  platoon  looated  one  enemy  dead,  one  M-16  rifle 
and  two  SK3  Carbines  in  the  oontaot  are*.  At  0944  hours,  a  truok  from 
A  Company,  65th  Engineer  Battalion  was  destroyed  when  it  detonated  an  anti¬ 
tank  mine  at  a  point  nine  kilometers  west  of  GO  DAU  Ha  (XT295263). 

In  the  2nd  Brigade  area,  units  encountered  continued  difficulty  with 
mines  and  booby  traps.  At  1430  hours,  a  member  of  Company  A,  2nd  Battalion, 
27th  Infantry  was  wounded  by  an  anti-personnel  mine  as  hi i  unit  swept  an 
area  two  kilometers  southeast  of  TRANG  BANG  (XT507173). 

The  1st  Battalion,  5th  Infantry  (Mechanised)  experienced  three  similar 
incidents  during  the  day.  At  0900  hours  on*  member  of  the  Soout  Platoon 
was  woundsd  by  a  booby  trapped  hand  grenade  while  working  in  en  ares  on* 
kilometer  northeast  of  SAU  DXEU  (XT5?11?1),  At  101 5  hours  seven  members 
of  B  Company  wore  killed  when  an  APC  detonated  a  booby  trapped  155mm  round. 

Ten  Infantrymen  were  also  wounded  by  the  blast,  and  the  vehicle  was  destroyed 
Three  members  of  C  Company  were  wounded  by  a  booby  trapped  hand  grenade  as 
that  unit  searched  an  area  3*5  kilometers  south  of  the  MUSHROOM  (XT 57 3275)* 

At  1300  hours,  A  Company  searching  5*5  kilometers  east  of  TRAlIG  BANG  (XT 54- 
6197)  uncovered  a  mass  grave  holding  32  enemy  bodies.  The  enemy  had  been 
dead  approximately  three  da^s. 

In  the  3rd  Brigade  area,  a  vr*Ji*r  from  Company  D,  65th  Engineer  Battalion 
was  destroyed  and  its  operatsr  was  woundsd  then  the  vehicle  struck  an  anti¬ 
tank  mine  at  a  point  on*  kilometer  noHh  of  DAU  TIENG  (XT471465) .  The 
explosion  occurred  at  1250  hours.  An  ambush  patrol  from  D  Company,  1st 
Battalion,  2?th  Infantry  killed  five  enemy  at  1945  hours  when  a  sampan  sailed 
into  the  ambush  kill  zone  set  up  on  the  3AIG..N  River  5*5  kilometers  north¬ 
west  of  THANH  AN  (XT512403).  In  addition  to  destroying  the  beat,  the  patrol 
recovered  two  K-l  carbines  and  four  hand  grenades.  The  same  ambush  patrol 
relocated  after  the  first  attack,  and  at  2139  hours  engaged  a  second  sampan 
at  XT514414.  This  attack  resulted  in  one  enemy  killed  and  one  sampan  destroyed, 

30  December 

Action  in  the  1st  Brigade  area  continued  light.  At  1255  houre  the  Scout 
Platoon,  4th  Battalion,  23th  Infantry  (Mechanized)  discovered  two  dead  enemy 
and  destroyed  one  60am  mortar  round  while  sweeping  through  an  area  12  kilo¬ 
meters  north  of  TAT  NINH  (XT36755Q).  At  1410  hours  Fire  Support  Base  BRAGG 
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(XT 338581)  was  it ruck  by  50  round*  of  82am  mortar  fir*  which  killed  two  non 
*nd  wounded  two,  Tho  onony  fir*  was  rotum*d  by  artillery  with  unknown 
results*  Fir*  Support  Baio  RAWLINS  (XT297488(  reoeived  fir*  round*  of  ?$m 
roooil***  riflo  fir*  at  1855  hour*  with  no  o**ualti*«  sustained* 

B  Company,  4th  Battalion,  9th  Infantry  looat*d  and  d*«troy*d  a  oaoh* 
of  30  round*  if  6 0am  mortar  ammunition  and  30  round*  of  82mm  mortar  ammunition 
Th*  oaoh*  waa  looated  at  1230  hour*  as  th*  company  s*aroh*d  an  area  ton 
kilometers  northwest  of  00  JkU  Hi.  (XT293281), 

In  the  2nd  Brigade  area  of  operations,  B  Company,  2nd  Battalion,  14th 
Infantry  captured  a  POW  and  on*  AX-4?  rifle  a*  the  unit  swept  an  area  8*5 
kilometers  northeast  of  OUC  HQA  (XT6 34036),  This  action  took  plaoe  at  1155 
hours.  In  th*  meantime,  Company  B,  2nd  Battalion,  27th  Infantry  was  sweeping 
an  area  3,5  kilometers  southeast  of  TRANO  BARG  (XT505165)  where  at  1110  hours 
it  located  and  destroyed  fir*  booby  trapped  hand  grenades*.  However,  a  short 
time  later  on*  member  of  the  company  was  wounded  when  he  detonated  a  booby 
trapped  grenade.  Helicopter  gunships  supporting  th*  2nd  Battalion,  27th 
Infantry  during  tho  day  engaged  three  enemy  at  a  point  3,5  kilometers  west 
of  BAD  DIED  (XT534174).  This  attack  took  place  at  1300  hours  and  resulted 
in  one  kill. 

At  0910  hours  personnel  from  Headquarters  Company,  2nd  Battalion,  34th 
'Armor  discovered  five  122mm  r0gh*4a  during  a  sweep  of  an  area  three  kilo¬ 
meters  east  of  th*  CO  CHI  Base  Camp  (XT693147). 

Action  in  th*  3rd  Brigade  area  during  th*  day  was  limited  to  a  0925 
hours  attack  by  fire  on  the  DAU  TIENG  Base  Camp,  Two  107mm  rookots  struck 
the  camp  resulting  in  one  man  being  wounded. 

31  Deoember 

The  only  motion  reported  during  the  day  occurred  within  th*  area  of 
operations  of  the  4th  Battalion,  23rd  Infantry  (Mechanised).  At  0835  hours 
an  APC  from  A  Company  detonated  an  anti-tank  mine  as  th*  unit  swept  11 
kilometers  northeast  of  TAT  NINH  (XT351537),  One  sun  was  wounded  in  this 
incident.  Company  B  of  the  battalion  searched  an  area  10  kilometers  north¬ 
west  of  GO  DAU  HA  (XT294280)  where  at  1050  hour*  a  cache  of  41  rounds  of 
8lam  mortar  ammunition  was  located. 

In  the  2nd  Brigade  area,  an  ambush  patrol  from  A  Company,  2nd  Battalion , 
14th  Infantry  looated  at  a  position  nine  kilometers  east  of  BAO  TRAI  (XT605- 
069)  came  under  fir*  at  0230  hours.  The  enemy  fire  was  returned  with  unknown 
results.  The  .patrol  sustained  no  casualties.  An  ambush  patrol  from  B  Company, 
2nd  Battalion,  27th  Infantry  engaged  one  enemy  at  1825  hours  from  a  position 
three  kilometers  south  of  the  MUSHROOM  (XT58?274).  Th*  enemy  was  killed  by 
the  blast  of  a  claymore  mine.  After  this  action,  the  patrol  relocated  to  a 
position  at  XT589269  where  at  2130  hours  it  ambushed  six  enemy  soldiers  killing 
three  and  capturing  three  AK-4?  rifles. 
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Sarlier  in  the  day,  B  Company,  2nd  Battalion,  12th  Infantry  searching 
an  aroa  fit#  klloaatara  north  of  TRUNG  UP  (XT582261)  diaoovered  a  rioa 
oaoha  of  10,000  pounds.  B  Company,  2nd  Battalion,  27th  Infantry  working 
undor  tha  operational  oontrol  of  tha  2nd  Battalion,  12th  Infantry  searched 
***  *****  one  kilomatar  north  of  whara  this  larga  rioa  find  was  mads  (XT 5725) » 
and  bstwasn  1000  hours  and  1100  hours  looatad  6,?00  pounds  of  rioa,  two 
booby  trapped  155m  rounda,  on#  booby  trappad  500  pound  bomb,  ona  booby 
trappad  hand  grsnada,  ona  roll  of  film  and  four  pounds  of  madioal  auppliaa. 

*r**  f«r  tha  ramaindar  of  tha  day,  tha  company  unoovered 
an  additional  2,000  pounds  of  rioa  and  tha  gra was  of  14  ansmy  soldiars* 

No  significant  aotions  vara  raportad  in  tha  3rd  Brigada  araa  of  oparations 
during  tha  day.  * 

1  January 

.  .  Mo  * tpjifi«ant  actions  took  plaoa  in  tha  lot  Brigada  araa  of  operation 

during  tha  day#  In  tha  2nd  Brigada  araa  of  oparations,  C  Company,  2nd 

57t?  ******  s**Mhad  anaraa  five  kilometer*  south  of  TRANG  BANG 
(XT477139)  during  tha  day  arkT  looatad  and  destroyed  13  booby  trappad  hand 
grenades.  Howavar,  at  1950  hours,  as  tha  oompany  was  OompAe&jng  tha  dayb 
oparations,  ona  man  from  tha  unit  was  woundad  whan  ha  trippad  a  booby  trappad 

R-++.??ii00?Sf?  gunsbips  flying  in  support  of  tha  oparations  of  tha  2nd 
Battalion,  12th  Infantry  in  a  araa  northwest  of  TRUNQ  UP  angaged  four  ana^ 

at  a  point  4.5  kilometers  northaast  of  the  tillage  (XT577248),  Tha  attaok 
took  plaoa  at  1335  hours  and  resulted  in  two  enemy  kills  by  b®t^p -mount. 

Tha  3rd  Brigada  **»  also  vary  quiet  during  the  day  as  only  ona  incident 
was  raportad.  At  1900  hours,  Company  D,  1st  Battalion,  27th  Infantry  oaaa 
“2,!^  it  completed  a  sweep  operation  two  kilometers  east  of 

iMM  AN  (XT544261).  Twtf  infantryman  ware  wounded  by -this  'attaok.  The 
enemy  fire  was  returned  with  unknown  results* 

2  January 

*ction  continued  to  be  extremely  light  throughout  tha  25th  Infantry 
Division  taetical  area  of  operational  interest.  In  tha  1st  Brigada,  A 
Company,  4th  Battalion,  23rd  Infantry  (Mechanised)  looatad  ona  enemy 
dead  at  1400  hours  as  the  company  swept  an  area  10  kilometers  northaast 
of  TAT  NIMH,  Tha  only  other  action  As  tha  brigada  took  place  when  at 
1110  hours  D  Company,  3rd  Battalion,  22nd  Infantry  located  and  destroyed 
750  rounds  of  small  arms  ammunition  at  1110  hours  as  the  company  searched 
an  area  eight  kilometers  west  of  TAT  NINH  (XT153451). 

In  tha  2nd  Brigade  area  of  operations,  significant  fotion  we*  limited 
to  C  and  B  Companies ,  2nd  Battalion,  27th  Infantry .  Searching  an  area  five 
kilometers  south  of  PRANG  HANG  (XT472137)  during  the  day,  tha  unit  sustained 
ona  man  wounded  by  a  booby  trapped  hand  grenade  at  0840  hours.  Later  in  the 
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morning,  thi  oompany  locatsd  and  daitroyad  fivs  similarly  booby  trappsd 
gronadfa.  At  1900  hour*  C  Company  oama  under  an  any  fii*  aa  i  (.a  oparatod 
in  the'arsa,  Two  infantryman  wara  wounded  by  thla  briaf  out  burat  whion 
tha  oompany  ratumad  with  unknown  reeults.  In  tha  meantime ,  B  Company 
of  the  baitalion  was  aweaping  8*5'  killmatara  aouthaaat  of  TRANS  BANS  (XT46 
5110)  whare  at  1110  houra  it  oapturad  a  oaohe  of  30,000  pound a  of  rlos. 

The  lat  Battalion,  27th  Infantry  waa  the  only  organiaatlon  within  the 
3rd  Brigade  area  to  experience  aign if leant  aotiona  during  the  day*  At  0920 
hour*  D  Company  engaged  two  enemy  during  a  aweep  operation  2*5  kilometer* 
northweat  of  THANH  An.  One  of  the  two  enemy  waa  oapturad  in  thia  brief 
skirmiah,  C  Company  of  the  battalion  moved  into  the  CRESCENT  area  l6  kilo¬ 
meter*  northeaat  of  TAT  NINH  (XT413538)  for  a  aeareh  and  deatroj  operation. 

At  1015  houra  the  unit  diaoovered  a  small  enemy  base  looation  whioh  had  been 
abandoned  but  in  which  the  enemy  had  left  behind  53  pound*  of  explosive, 
aix  olaymor*  mines,  four  M-l  rifle*,  two  carbine*  and  one  carbine  barrel. 

The  final  action  of  tha  day  took  place  at  1640  houra  when  the  1st  Battalion 
27th  Infantry  CP  at  Pi re  Support  Base  MAHONS  in  the  THANH  AN  village  complex 
(XT5337)  was  attacked  with  lh  rounds  of  82mm  mortar  fir*.  Six  personnel 
were  wounded  by  this  fire  whioh  was  returned  with  artillery  with  unknown 
results. 


3  January 

Aotion  continued  relatively  light  throughout  the  division  area*  In 
the  1st  Brigade  area  of  operations,  no  significant  actions  took  place.  In 
the  2nd  Brigade,  B  Company,  2nd  Battalion,  14th  Infantry  was  sweeping  an 
area  5.5  kilometers  southeast  of  BAO  TSAI  (XT 56800$)  when  it  oame  under 
heavy  enemy  fire  at  1325  hours.  The  company  met  the  enemy  with  organio 
weapons  and  called  in  artillery  and  helloopter  gunship*  for  support.  After 
the  firing  ceased,  the  infantrymen  located  four  enemy  dead,  two  wounded 
enemy  who  were  taken  prisoner  and  one  pistol. 

Earlier  in  the  day  at  0533  hours,  ths  CRIP  of  the  2nd  Battalion,  27th 
Infantzy  came  under  fire  as  it  swept  an  area  six  kilometers  west  of  BAO  TRAI 
(IT472076),  The  platoon  counter  attacked  quickly  to  kill  one  enemy  and 
take  one  P0W.  One  member  of  B  Company  of  the  battalion  was  wounded  by  a 
booby  trapped  hand  grenade  at  1135  hours  a*  B,C  and  D  Companies  searched  the 
AN-PHU  village  complex  four  kilometers  southeast  of  TRANG  BANG  (XT 5116).  At 
1425  hours,  two  infantrymen  from  D  Company  were  wounded  when  they  detonated 
an  anti-pinfbbnel  mine  in  the  same  area.  Throughout  the  day,  the  three 
company  operation  captured  one  M-l6  rifle,  1200  pounds  of  rice  and  750 
pound*  of  tobacco  and  destroyed  one  booby  trapped  105mm  round  and  one  booby 
trapped  hand  grenade. 

The  CRIP  of  the  2nd  Battalion,  34th  Armor  established  an  ambush  along 
route  8A  four  kilometers  east  of  the  CU  CHI  Base  Camp  (XT701144)  where  at 
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0100  hour*  it  engaged  and  kUMA  'ttHb  <The  platoon  personnel  also 

oaptured  tha  AK*4?  rifle  the  Him  '<Wb 

The  lat  Battalion,  5th  'Iritantfly  ’Otttththlttd)  w«  Mattered  aotion 
In  It  a  operation*  northeakt  of  -TRANO  BANG*.  At  ^0925  hour*  B  Company  earn* 
undar  flra  aa  it  pushed  through  *h  Hfte*  ?Wt*  ttUbmetert  heWth  of  BAU  DI£U 
(XT570175)  •  Tha  company  rebtt*n4tt  tha  mtm&  and  aha  aupportad  by 
helicopter  gunahipa.  Orta  iTfifartWyiiach  •«**  AbtxnSbd  in  tha  sxehangs,  but 
enemy  loaaaa  oould  not  be  dsfattfAined,  tftte  battalion1  a  Scout  Platoon  loat 
an  armorr  paraonnal  oamar -At  1^25  hours  vhan  the  vehicle  atruok  an 
aiti-tank  min*  during  %  sweep  operation  two  kilometer*  north  of  BAU  DIuU 
(XT 575185).  Company  C  sscoruea  and  aeotfred  Rom*  plow  oparationa  in  an 
araa  2.5  kilometer*  northadat  ‘Of  TRANG  BANG  (XT 504216)  where  at  1555  hour* 
a  Roma  plow  waa  daebroyed  tty  An  *nti4>-tnnk  trtin** 

In  the  3rd  Brigitte  ktraa  *of  6par*tfcorie>,  %he  Cf&P  of  tha  2nd  Battalion. 

22nd  Infantry  (MaohariUOtt)  *«*  tha  only  'ttriit  to  see  aotion.  Tha  unit 
operated  for  the  day  in  am  ^free  40  IcilOtttfhare  east  of  IaY  NINH  (XT3647), 

At  1245  hours  the  platoon  'engaged  four  «KMtty  Midlers  killing  two  and 

oapturing  the  other  two-,  An  AK*»47  Miafe,  two-dKB  rifle  'and  a  piatol  which 

the  four  had  in  their  poaMtoaton  mUf  <*1*0  ‘Okgtui’eci.  -An  hour  later,  the  platoon  in 

the  same  area  oaae  under  fire  *he  -unit  Vattiftted  the  Hnemy  fire  and  oallad 

in  artillery  for  support*  'AftHr  the  artillery  fires  ware  lifted,  a 

platoon  swept  into  the  base  area  to  oapture <233  pounds  of  explosive,  50 

pounds  of  salt,  250  sheets  Of  tin,  a  bicycle  4nd  2,500  pounds  of  rioe. 

4  January 

The  battlefield  lull  within  the  2Jth  Infantry  Division  taotioal  area 
of  operations  continued  an  4  January.  I.o  significant  actions  took  place 
within  the  1st  Brigade  area.  In  the  2nd  Brigade  area',  an  ambush  patrol 
from  C  Company,  2nd  Battalion^  27th  Infantry  -engaged  oner  enemy  soldier  from 
an  ambush  position  five  kilometers  south  of  TRANG  BANG  (XT476137).  In 
the  attack  which  took  plaoe  at  0725  hour*,  the  patrol  killed  the  enemy  and 
oaptured  his  AK-47- rifle.  At  2255  hours,  an  ambush  patrol  from  I>  Company 
of  the  same  oattalion  ambushed  five  enemy  at  a  point  In  the  TILtI  MI  village 
complex  six  kilometers  -southeast  of  TRANG  BANG  (XT53015I).  This  anbus^ 
resulted  in  three  enemy  killed  and  one  hK*4?  rifle  oaptured, 

C  Conqpany,  2nd  Battalion,  12th  Infantry  searohed  an  area  7.3  kilometers 
northeast  of  TRANG  BANG  (XT 5492 39)  where  at  1010  hours  it  captured  1,000 
pounds  of  rioe.  At  0 755  hours  a  Rome  plow  working  in  land  clearing . operations 
ir.  an  area  three  kilometers  southeast  of  TRaNG  BaIJG  (XT 505220)  was  struck 
by  three  RPG  rounds  killing  the  operator  and  badly  damaging  the  machire, 

Company  C,  1st  Battalion,  5th  Infantry  (Mechanised)  securing  the  land  clearing 
operation  returned  the  enemy  fire  and  called  in  artillery  for  support,  dnemy 
losses,  however,  could  not  be  determined. 

In  the  3rd  Brigade  area  of  operations,  Company  A,  2nd  Battalion,  22nd 
Infantry  (Mechanised)  swept  through  an  area  two  kilometers  northeast  of 
TRUONG  MIT  (XT415413)  where  at  1730  hours  seven  enemy  bodies  were  located. 
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Sarlier  in  th*  day  at  0915  hour*,  Company  a,  1st  Battalion,  27th  Infantry 
conducted  a  sweep  thraa  lcilomatara  aouth  of  THANH  AN  (XT533346)  where  it 
engaged  an  unknown  numbar  of  enemy.  Supportad  by  artillary,  the  Infantryman 
aasaultad  tha  anamy  position*  to  looata  fiva  anamy  dead  and  capture  ona 
maohina  gun,  two  AK-4?  riflas,  ona  RPG-7  rookat  launohar,  tan  hand  granadaa, 
ona  RPQ-2  round,  six  RP0-?  rounds,  and  1*, 000 rounds  of  small  arms  ammunition. 
Company  D  of  tha  battalion  movad  into  an  araa  a  short  distanou  from  whara 
A  Company  was  angagad  (XT 52834?) ,  and  at  1414  hours  oama  into  oontaot  with 
an  unknown  ai»*  anamy  foroa,  A  short  fire  fight  broke  out  in  which  tha 
company  was  supported  by  artillery.  Enemy  losses  in  this  oontaot  oould 
not  be  determined,  On*  infantryman  was  wounded, 

B  troop,  3rd  Squadron,  4th  Cavalry  movad  into  tha  BOI  LOI  Woods  for 
operations  during  the  day,  and  at  1315  hours  engaged  an  unknown  site  enemy 
foroa  at  a  looation  fiva  kilometers  west  of  the  MUSHROOM  (XT518331).  Helicopter 
gunships,  artillery  and  fighter-bomber  strikes  war*  oallad  into  hammer 
the  enemy  positions.  After  tha  supporting  fires  war*  lifted,  th*  cavalrymen 
movad  forward  to  disoovar  five  anamy  dead.  Fiva  cavalryman  war*  wounded 
in  the  engagement. 

Armed  helicopters  from  D  troop,  3rd  Squadron,  4th  Cavalry  flying  armed 
aerial  raoonnaissanoa  over  tha  southern  position  of  the  division  area 
experienoed  two  contacts  with  the  anamy.  At  1735  hours  a  helicopter  detected 
three  enemy  at  a  looation  8.5  kilometers  north  of  IRANG  BANG  (XT483281), 

These  enemy  were  engaged  resulting  in  ona  anamy  killed  by  b :>.ly  count.  At 
1900  hours,  a  troop  helicopter  detected  and  attacked  six  anamy  at  a  point 
1*5  kilometers  southeast  of  CU  CHI  Base  Omp  (XT673135),  This  action 
resulted  in  one  enemy  killed  by  body  oount. 

A  long  rang*  reconniassanoe  patrol  frcm  ?  Company,  50th  Infantry 
working  in  tha  HO  B0  Woods  one  kilometer  south  of  the  MUSHROOM  (XT601316) 
engaged  three  enamy  at  1400  hours.  This  aotion  resulted  in  two  enemy 
killed  and  th*  capture  of  two  AK-4?  rifles, 

5  January 

In  the  1st  Brigade  area  of  operations  during  the  day,  one  significant 
action  was  reported.  At  1730  hours,  an  APC  from  B  Company,  4th  Battalion, 

23rd  Infantry  (Mechanized)  detonated  an  anti-tank  mine  as  the  unit  conducted 
search  operations  in  an  area  nine  kilometers  southeast  of  TaY  NUJH  (XT303375)* 
The  vehicle  was  destroyed  by  the  blast,  and  one  man  riding  within  the  traok 
was.  wounded. 

In  the  2nd  Brigade  area  of  operations,  four  enemy  soldier  were  killed 
by  a  helicopter  gunship  attack  8,5  kilometers  west  of  DUC  H0A  (XS 507964)  at 
1100  hours.  The  gunship  was  supporting  operations  of  the  2nd  Battalion, 

14th  Infantry  in  the  area  when  it  detected  the  four  enemy  moving  along  the 
bank  of  the  ORIENTAL  River  and  then  made  its  attack.  At  1200  hours,  the 
battalion  CRIP  operating  five  kilometers  northeast  of  BA0  THAI  (XT 546098) 
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oaptwrad  three  prisonara-of-war  and  two  pistols.  Moving  to  a  location  9.5 
kilometers  southaaat  of  tha  CU  CHI  Baaa  Camp  (XT565097),  tha  CRIP  oune 
under  fira  from  an  unknown  siae  anamy  foroa.  Raturning  this  fire,  tha 
platoon  attaokad  to  kill  thraa  anamy,  taka  thrae  POWa  and  oaptura  two  AX-4? 
riflaa ,  thraa  pistols,  fivs  pounds  of  documents  and  two  radios, 

B  Company,  2nd  Battalion,  27th  Infantry  looatad  and  destroyed  10 
booby  trapped  hand  grenades  during  the  day  as  it  oonduotad  a  swaap  oparation 
southeast  of  TRANG  BANG.  However,  at  1030  hours,  one  man  from  tha  company 
was  wounded  whan  he  detonated  a  booby  trapped  hand  grenade  at  a  point  7.5 
kilometers  southeast  of  the  town  (Xf 4461 33;. 

Elements  of  A  Company,  2nd  Battalion,  34t.h  Armor  searched  the  area- 
north  of  BA0  DIEU,  and  at  1000  hours  discovered  a  large  oaoha  thrae  kilo¬ 
meters  from  tha  village  (XT543177).  The  oaoha  consisted  of  240  RPG-2 
rounds,  22  RPG-7  rounds,  234  ignitors,  100  feat  of  detonation  oord,  211 
pounds  of  C-4  explosive,  1,000  blasting  eaps,  74,750  rounds  of  small  arms 
ammunition  and  3,000  pounds  of  rice, 

B  Company,  2nd  Battalion,  12th  Infantry  captured  225  pounds  of  rioe 
as  it  conducted  a  aearoh  operation  through  an  area  nine  kilometers  west 
of  TRANG  BANG  (XT487286).  The  find  0?  rioe  was  made  at  0845  hours. 

No  significant  operations  were  reported  by  the  3rd  Brigade  during  tha 

day. 


Troops  B  and  C,  3rd  Squadron,  4th  Cavalry  continued  that  unite  oparation 
in  tha  B0I  LQI  Woods,  At  1220  hours,  C  Troop  discovered  1,000  pounds  of  rice 
at  a  point  five  kilometers  west  of  the  MUSHROOM  (XT517324),  The  Troop 
oorttinued  its  searohing  in  this  general  area,  and  at  1425  hours  it  dJsoovered 
one  mine  detector  and  four  enemy  helmets  at  XT516330.  An  hour  later,  five 
hand  grenades  were  located  and  dettroyed  at  XT516339, 

6  January 

Tha  1st  Brigade  area  of  operations  continued  quiet  as  no  significant 
actions  were  reported  during  the  day. 

In  tha  2nd  Brigade  area,  A  Battery,  3rd  Battalion,  13th  Artillery  was 
oredited  with  six  enemy  kills  when  the  unit  working  out  of  Fire  Support 
Base  PATTON  engaged  an  unknown  sice  enemy  foroe  detected  moving  through  an 
area  three  kilometers  west  of  TRUNG  LAP  (XT560213)  at  1235  hours. 

At  1245  hours  a  truok  from  2nd  Battalion,  14th  Infantry  was  damaged 
when  it  struck  an  anti-tank  mine  at  a  point  five  kilometers  north  of  DUC 
H0A  (XT608017).  Five  personnel  from  A  Company  of  the  battalion  were  wounded 
at  1355  hours  when  a  booby  trapped  hand  grenade  exploded  as  the  company  was 
sweeping  an  area  north  of  DUC  H0A  (XT6001),  In  sweep  operations  during  the 
day,  battalion  elements  destroyed  three  booby  trapped  105mm  rounds,  two 
booby  trapped  hand  grenades  and  two  anti-tank  mines. 
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A  Company,  1st  Battalion,  5th  Infantry  (Mechanized)  discovered  a  caehe 
at  1600  hours  as  the  unit  searched  an  area  three  kilometers  northeast  of 
TRANG  BANG  (XT5?-6206) ,  The  cache  consisted  of  six  RPG-2  rounds,  five 
claymore  mines,  200  blasting  caps  and  1,440  rounds  of  small  arms  ammunition, 

A  short  distanoe  from  where  the  cache  was  looated  (XT51720?),  an  A.  Company 
armed  personnel  carrier  detonated  an  anti-tank  mine  at  1615  hours  resulting 
in  the  vehicle  receiving  heavy  damage.  At  I83O  hours,  an  A  Company  ambush 
patrol  engaged  an  unknown  number  of  enemy  from  a  position  approximately  5°0 
meters  northwest  of  the  cache  site,  A  check  of  the  ambush  area  after  the 
firing  ceased  revealed  one  enemy  body  and  one  AK-4?  rifle. 

One  significant  action  was  reported  during  the  day  in  the  3rd  Brigade 
area  of  operations.  At  0710  hours,  two  enemy  soldiers  turned  themselves 
=in  as  Hoi  Chanh  to  D  Company,  1st  Battalion,  27th  Infantry,  The  company  was 
located  at  a  night  position  in  the  BOI  101  Woods  three  kilometers  west  of 
•the  MUSHROOM  in  the  SAIGON  River  (XT533335)  when  the  Hoi  Chanh  were  received. 

The  3rd  Squadron,  4th  Cavalry  continued  its  sweep  operations  in  the 
BOI  LOI  Woods,  At  0930  hours  B  troop  captured  400  pounds  of  rice  at  a  location 
7,5  kilometers  east  of  BOA  DON  (XT516342),  Ten  minutes  later,  the  trooD 
uncovered  5*000  pounds  of  rice  500  meters  from  the  first  find  (XT522345), 

At  1025  hours,  B  and  C  troops  came  under  fire  at  XT 522345  as  they  exploited 
the  rice  cache  located  there*  'The  cavalrymen  returned  the  enemy’s  fire  and 
called  in  artillery  and  helicopter  gunships  for  support,  A  search  of  the 
enemy  position  after  the  firing  ceased  located  six  enemy  bodies,  one  wounded 
enemy  who  was  taken  pr^spner,  two  AX-47  rifles  and  one  RPG-3  rockets  launcher. 

One  cavalryman  was  wounded  in  the  engagement.  Troop  A  lost  an  APC  at  1225 
hours  when  the  vehicle  detonated  an  anti-tank  mine  while  moving  along  route 
6A  ten  kilometers  northeast  of  TRANG  BANG  (XT530283) «  One  cavalryman  riding 
in  the  vehicle  was  wounded  by  the  blast, 

7  January 

In  the  1st  Brigade  area  of  operations,  helicopter  gunships  and  Air 
Force  fighter-bombers  engaged  a  rice  stroage  area  25  kilometers  northwest 
of  TAX  NINH  (XT0669),  A  check  of  the  area  following  the  attacks  revealed 
that  16,000  pounds  of  rice  had  been  destoyed, 

A  Company,  4th  Battalion,  23rd  Infantry  (Mechanized)  conducted  a  search 
operation  in  an  area  eight  kilometers  east  of  TAX  NINH  (XT 33350 3)  where  at 
0935  hours  200  pounds  of  rice  were  captured.  Companies  C  and  D,  3rd  Battalion, 
22nd  Infantry  swept  through  an  area  16  kilometers  northwest  of  TAX  NINH  (XT10- 
7626)  where  at  1535  hours  they  came  under  heavy  enemy  fire.  Artillery,  helicopter 
gunships  and  air -strikes  were  called  in  to  support  the  infantrymen.  Five 
personnel  were  killed  in  the  fighting,  one  was  declared  missing- in-action 
and  three  were  wotiftded.  Six  enemy  bodies  were  located  by  a  search  af  the 
contact  site. 

In  the  2nd  Brigade  area,  one  man  from  C  Company,  2nd  Battalion,  27th 
Infantry  was  wounded  by  an  anti-personnel  mine  at  0900  hours  as  his  unit 
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conducted  a  search  operation  five  kilometers  southwest  of  TRANG  BANG  (XT46- 
9134).  Earlier  in  tjie  morning  at  0410  hours,  an  ambush  patrol  from  C  Company 
2nd  Battalion,  12th  Infantry  in  position  seven  kilometers  northeast  of  TRANG 
BANG  (XT556218)  ambushed  an  estimated  enemy  platoon  size  force.  After  the 
firing  ceased,  the  patrol  moved  forward  to  disoover  13  ^enemy  d^ad,  two  AK-4? 
rifles  and  one  RPG  rocket  launcher.  Later  in  the  day,  the  company  conducted 
a  .sweep  operation  in  an  area  two  kilometers  west  of  TRUNG  LAP  (XT568232 )  whore 
at  1210  hours  it  captured  2,000  pounds  of  rice.  In  addition,  throughout  the 
day  the  company  captured  and  destroyed  one  booby  trapped  155mm  round  and  two 
anti-tank  mines, 

Rome  plows  engaged  in  land  clearing  operations  in  an  area  four  kilometers 
east  of  TRANG  BANG  (XT5220)  during  the  day,  .Two  plows  were  damaged  when  they 
struck  anti-tank  mines  during  the  cutting.  One  member  of  B  Company,  1st 
Battalion,  5th  Infantry  (Mechanized)  was  wounded  at  1035  hours  when  he  detonated 
a  booby  trapped  hand  grenade.  The  company  was  operating  1,5  kilometers  west 
of  BAG  DIEU  (XT55H77)  at  the  time  of  the  blast.  A  Company  of  the  mechanized 
battalion  captured  an  AX-47  rifle  at  1445  hours  as  it  searched  an  area  four 
kilometers  east  of  TRANG  BANG  (XT531200).  At  2126  hours  an  ambush  patrol  fron 
A  Company  engaged  an  unknown  member  of  enemy  at  a  location  three  kilometers 
northeast  of  TRANG  BANG  (XT510210).  Artillery  was  called  in  to  support  this 
contact  area,  and  located  one  enemy  dead  and  one  AK-4?  rifle. 

In  the  3rd  Brigade  area,  an  engineer  was  killed  and  another  wounded  at 
0755  hours  as  an  element  of  D  Company,  65th  Engineer  Battalion  jioned  in  a 
road  sweep  of  route  14  southeast  of  DAU  TIENG.  The  men  were  struck  by  the 
blast  of  a  command  detonated  claymore  mine  at  a  point  two  kilometers  from  the 
town  (XT503442). 

A  Company,  1st  Battalion,  27th  I-ifantry  searched  an  area  four  to  five 
kilometers  southeast  of  THANH  AN  (XT5634-XT5735)  during  the  day  and  captured 
125  pounds  of  C-4  explosive,  one  60mm  mortar  round,  three  bicycles,  two 
sampans,  one  claymore  mine,  110  pounds  of  rice,  106  RPG-2  rounds,  oTie  pistol, 
three  pounds  of  documents  and  17.390  rounds  of  small  arms  ammunition,  D 
Company  of  the  battalion  conducted  a  search  operation  in  the  MICHELIN  Rubber 
Plantation  where  at  1218  hours  it  came  under  fire  at  a  point  four  kilometers 
northeast  of  DAO  TIENG  (XT520498).  One  infantryman  was  wounded  by  the  enemy’s 
fire  which  was  returned  with  unknown  results. 

The  3rd  Squadron,  4th  Cavalry  continued  to  produce  results  as  it  extended 
its  swedp  operations  through  the  BOI  L0I  Woods.  At  1020  hours  C  troop  located 
two  hand  grenades  and  200  pounds  of  rice  at  a  point  four  kilometers  west  of 
the  MUSHROOM  (XT 523342),  During  the  day  the  troop  continued  its  search  in  this 
general  area  and  captured  two  anti-tank  mines  and  500  additional  pounds  of  rice. 
B  troop  continued  its  search  in  an  area  8,5  kilometers  south  east  of  BOA  DON 
(XT518339),  Here  at  1030  hours  it  located  an  enemy  cache  which  produced  15.700 
pounds  of  rice,  two  bicycles,  one  M-l  carbine  and  one  pound  of  medical  supplies. 
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8  January 

No  significant  actions  were  reported  in  the  1st  Brigade  area  of  operation* 
lotion  was  also  light  in  the  2nd  Brigade  with  only  one  significant  ovent 
reported.  At  1515  hours,  A  Company,  1st.  Battalion,  5th  Infantry  (Meohanisod) 
sweeping  an  area  three  kilometers  northeast  of  TRANG  BANG  (XT517202)  looateii 
one  bangalore  torpedo,  three  RPG-2  rounds,  200  small  arms  rounds  and  two 
..  pounds  of  doouments* 

In  the  3rd  Brigade  area  of  operations,  DAU  TIENG  Base  Camp  received 
nine  rounds  of  120qm  mortar  fire  at  1910  hours  resulting  in  one  man  being 
wounded.  This  enemy  fire  was  returned  by  the  base’s  artillery,  and  a  later 
reconnaissance  of  the  suspeoted  mortar  position  revealed  one  120mm  mortar 
destroyed. 

Company  A*  2nd  Battalion,  22nd  Infantry  (Mechanised)  sweeping  through 
the  BOI  LOI  Woods  at  10C5  hours  came  under  enemy  fire  at  a  point  4,5  kilometers 
northeast  of  TRUONG  MIT  (XT417449),  The  company  returned  the  enemy  fire  and 
called  for  support  from  artillery  and  fighter-bomber  strikes.  Later,  the 
Infantrymen  assualted  into  the  enei^r  positions  and  looated  two  dead,  two  hand 
grenades,  one  RPG-2  round  and  one  RPG-7  round.  Three  infantrymen  were  killed 
in  the  engagement  and  five  were  wounded.  In  addition,  one  APC  was  destroyed. 

Company  a,  1st  Battalion,  27th  Infantry  searohed  an  area  3»5  kilometers 
southeast  of  THANH  AN  during  tht  and  captured  a -cache  consisting  of  one 
SES.  rifle,  one  machete,  400  rif.  jnades  and  7,430  small  arms  rounds. 

The  3rd  Squadron,  4th  Cavalry  found  action  as  it  continued  its  operations 
in  the  lower  B01  LOI  Woods,  At  0915  hours  B  and  C  Troops  came  under  fire  as 
they  swept  through  an  area  5«5  kilometers  west  of  the  MUSHROOM  (XT510318), 

The  cavalrymen  returned  the  enenqr*  s  fire  with  organic  weapons  and  called  in 
supporting  artillery,  helicopter  gunships  and  Air  Force  fighter-bombers  to 
hammer  the  enemy  position.  Later,  the  cavalrymen  over  ran  the  enemy  position 
to  looate  nine  enemy  dead,  and  capture  one  P0W»  In  addition,  the  position 
contained  a  cache  which  consisted  Of  11  RPG-2  rounds,  1,200  pairs  of  sandals 
11,000  pounds  of  saltj  39,000  pounds  of  ricet  five  bicycles,  one  AK-47  rifle 
and  three  pounds  of  documents.  Five  cavalrymen  were  wounded  in  the  fire  fight 
that  took  place. 

Two  cavalrymen  from  A  Troop  were  wounded  at  1015  hours  when  their  unit 
came  under  fire  as  it  searched  along  the  banks  of  the  SAIGON  River  at  the 
-MUSHROOM  (XT575315).  The  enemy's  fire  was  returned  with  the  troop's  organic 
weapons  with  unknown  results. 
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9  January 

No  significant  motions  vara  raportad  within  tha  lat  Brigade  area  of 
operation*  during  tha  day. 

In  tha  2nd  Brigada,  ona  nan  from  A  Company,  2nd  Battalion,  2?th  Infantry 
waa  wounded  by  a  booby  trap pod  granade  at  0936  hours,  Tha  inaidant  ooourrad 
ad  tha  company  oor.duetad  a  awaap  oparation  in  an  araa  four  kilomet ara  couth* 
aaat  of  TRANQ  BANG  (ZT502152). 

C  Company,  2nd  Battalion,  12th  Infantry  swept  an  araa  six  kilometers 
northeast  of  TRANQ  BANG  (XT5025-5125)  during  tha  day  and  raportad  tha  captura 
of  two  8"  rounds,  ona  60ns  mortar  round,  ona  rifle  grenade,  ona  LAW,  ona  hand 
grenade,  ona  8lmm  mortar  round,  ona  10 5mm  round  and  700  pounds  of  rioe, 

3  Company,  lat  Battalion,  5th  Infantry  (Kaohnaiaad)  saw  considerable 
action  as  during  tha  day  it  secured  Roma  plow  land  clearing  operations  in 
an  araa  north  of  BAG  DIED.  At  1000  hours,  a  -company  AFC  was  destroyed  and 
ona  man  wounded  whan  tha  vehicle  struck  an  anti-tank  mine  at  a  point  three 
kilometers  from  tha  village  (XT 5? 5195).  Another  APC  was  destroyed  by  a 
similar  blast  which  ooourrad  at  1030  hours  ona  kilometer  north  of  BAU  DIED 
(XT574191),  At  1330  hours,  elements  of  the  company  oame  under  60mm  mortar 
fire  two  kilometers  northwest  of  the  village  (XT56H83),  One  man  was  wounded 
when  eight  mortar  rounds  struck  the  company's  position.  Fire  was  returned 
with  unknown  results,  A  Rome  plow  was  damage®' by  an  anti-tank  adna  at  1&00 
two  kilometers  northwest  of  tha  village  (XT566180),  At  tha  same  looation  at 
1430  hours,  B  C'  mpany  personnel  engaged  and  killed  one  enemy  soldier  and 
oaptured  his  AE-47  rifle.  Later  in  the  day,  the  company  captured  two  anti¬ 
tank  mines  and  one  hand  grenade. 

In  the  3rd  Brigade  araa  of  operations,  two  enemy  were  killed  at  1230 
hours  when  helicopter  gun ships  of  the  229th  Aviation  Battalion  supporting 
brigade  operations  detected  an  unknown  number  of  enemy  at  a  point  in  the 
MICHELIN  Rubber  Plantation  seven  kilometers  east  of  DAO  TIENG  (XT567482), 

The  gun ships  attacked  the  enemy  with  rooket  end  automatic  weapons  fire* 

A  Company,  let  Battalion,  27th  Infantry  again  moved  through  an  area 
four  kilometers  southeast  of  THANH  AN  (IT 5635)  where  it  had  made  Significant 
cache  finds  in  recent  days*  Throughout  the  day,  the  company  oaptured  four 
sampans*  B  Company  of  ^he  battalion  received  a  Hoi  Chanh  as  the  unit  searched 
four  kilometers  northwest  of  THANH  AN  (XT 521412), 

Action  continued  to  be  heavy  in  the  lower  BOX  LO^  Woods  west  of' the 
MUSHROOM  in  the  SAIGON  . River  .where  the  3rd  Squadron,  4th  Cavalry  was  -conducting 
sweep  operations.  At  0935  hours,  A  Troop  captured  100  pounds  of  rioe  at  a 
point  one  kilometer  south  of  the  MUSHROOM  (XT56?307) .  Troops  B  and  C  sweeping 
through  an  area  five  kilometers  west  of  the  MUSHROOM  (XT5133Q4)  came  under 
enemy  fire  at  1152  hours.  The  companies  returned  the  enemy  fire  and  called 
in  supporting  artillery  and  helicopter  gunships.  The  cavalrymen  moved  into 
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the  enemy  position  to  locate  two  deed  and  ©aptur*  on*  RTQ-2  rooket  launcher 
and  600  pound*  of  rlo*.  Remaining  In  th*  contact  ar*a  for  th*  ramainder  of 
th*  day  to  oontinu*  it*  a*aroh,  C  Troop  loaaUd  40  pound*  of  aalt,  ?00  round* 
of  anall  am*  ammunition*  three  pound*  of  document* ,  two  pound*  of  nadloal 
■uppll**  and  an  additional  100  pound*  of  rlo*.  Aa  C  Troop  was  oonpletlng 
this  operation,  however ,  an  APC  struck  an  anti-tank  min*  at  180?  hour*  resulting 
In  th*  destruction  of  th*  vehiole, 

A  long  rang*  reconnaissance  t*am  from  f  Company,  50th  Infantry  (LRP) 
ambushed  two  *n*ny  soldier*  at  1828  hours  tram  a  position  on*  kilometer 
south  of  th*  MUSHROOM  (XT590298).  The  attaotf  resulted  th  two  kill*  and 
the  oaptur*  of  two  AX -47  rifl**  and  numerous  enemy  documents* 

10  January 

Tr'  the  1st  B'Mwade  ar*a  of  ope -At, ions,  two -nSignlf leant  motions  w*r* 
reported.  At  2155  &our*  a  listening  post  for  patrol  Baso  liQLE  manned  by 
personnel  of  tha  4th  Battalion,  8th  Infantry  engaged  three  enemy.  The 
aotion  took  plaoe  at  XT248303  and  ra suited  Ip  one  enemy  being  killed.  At 
1315  hours  an  armed  helicopter  from  C  Troop,  3rd  Squadron,  l?th  Air  Cavalry 
reoeivad  ground  fire  as  It  performed  a  reconnaissance  mission  over  an  area 
16  kilometer*  northwest  of  the  TAT  NIMH  Base  Camp,  The  hello op tar  returned 
the  enemy  fire  and  called  in  artillery  and  fighter-bomber  air  strikes  on 
the  enemy  positions,  A  later  oheok  *f  the  area  revealed  one  enemy  dead. 

In  the  2nd  Brigade  area  of  operations,  one  man  from  C  Company,  2nd 
Battalion,  27t.h  Infantry  was  wounded  at  1130  hours  when  he  detonated  an 
anti-personnel  mine  as  his  unit  oondueted  a  sweep  operation  through  an  area 
six  kilometers  south  of  TRANG  BANG  (XT44?128).  At  1 400  hours,  A  Company,  1st 
Battalion r  5th  Infantry  (Mechanised)  sustained  one  man  wounded  to  a  booby 
trapped  hand  grenade.  The  incident  occurred  one  kilometer  northwest  of  BAU 
DIEll  (XT5551S4)  as  the  company  swept  through  the  area.  At  153®  hours,  A 
Company  came  under  enemy  fire  at  a  location  five  kilometers  east  of  TKANG  BANG 
(XT544481),  The  enemy’s  fire  was  returned  with  organic  Weapons,  but  enemy 
losses  could  not  be  determined.  Two  infantrymen  were  wounded  in  the  exchange 
of  fire. 

At  2340  hours  Fire  Support  Base  PERSHING  located  five  kilometers  north 
of  TRANG  BANG  (XT 518255)  received  10  rounds  of  82ma  mortAr  fire  which  wounded 
one  man.  The  enemy  fir*  was  returned  with  artillery  with  unknown  results. 

In  the  3rd  Brigade  area  of  operations,  Company  B,  2nd  Battalion,  22nd 
Infantry  (Mechanised)  received  enemy  fire  as  the  unit  conducted  operations 
seven  kilometers  west  of  DAO  TIENG  (XT410468)  at  1318  hours.  The  enemy's 
fire  was  returned  and  artillery  and  fighter-bomber  strikes  were  called  in  on 
the  enemy  positions.  After  the  support  fires  were  lifted,  the  infantrymen 
attacked  into  the  enemy  location  to  discover  14  enemy  dead.  One  infantry¬ 
man  was  killed  and  two  wounded  in  the  action, 

A  Company,  1st  Battalion,  2?th  Infantry  joined  forces  with  U.S.  Navy 
RAG  assault  boats  to  patrol  the  M03HR00M  in  the  SaIGON  River.  During  the 
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day  this  fora*  looated  and  dtatroyad  three  tampans  and  oApturad  on*  mechanised 
craft. 

Tha  3rd  Squadron,  4th  Cavalry  continued  operation*  in  the  lover  BOI  LOI 
Wood*  vest  of  the  MUSHROOM  and  made  several  significant,  enemy  *»pp ly  discover!**. 
At  0922 t  hears  C  Troop  captured  2,000  pounds  of  rice  at  XT500310,  At  0943 
hours'  A  Troop  uncovered  on*  napalm  bomb,. four  bioyoleo  and  4,400  pounda  of  rio* 
at  XT498309.  At  1318  houra,  C  Troop  oaptured  200  pounda  of  rioe,  five  pounda 
of  salt,  six  pounda  of  medloal  supplies,  63?  small  anna  rounds,  three  AK-4? 
rifles  and  several  assorted  doouaenta  at  XT492310*  Troop  A  uncovered  12,600 
pounda  of  rio*  at  1505  houra* C  Troop  oaptured  on*  AK-4?  rlfleaand  one  3K3 
oarbine  at  XT506302,  During  the  day,  the  two  troops  also  destroyed  on*  8* 
round  and  on*  anti-tank  min*  in  this  general  area* 

11  January 

No  significant  aotiona  were  reported  in  the  lot  Brigade  area  of  operations 
during  the  day*  In  the  2nd  Brigade  area.  Companies  C  and  D,  2nd  Battalion,  2?th 
Infantry  oonduoted  a  search  operation  along  the  banks  of  the  ORIENTAL  River 
four  to  five  kilometers  south  of  TRANG  BANG  (XT471>XT4?14),  The  two  companies 
on  their  sweep  oaptured  24  enemy  sampans,  19  anti-tank  mines  and  8,000  rounds 
of  small  arms  ammunition.  At  1?00  hours,  hovsver,  one  member  of  D  Company  was 
wounded  when  he  detonated  a  booby  trapped  hand  grenade  at  XT4771J2, 

At  0130  hours  the  CRIP,  2nd  Battalion,  34th  Armor  in  an  ambush  position 
three  kilometers  east  of  tha  CU  CHI  Base  Camp  (XT698143)  received  fir*  from 
an  unknown  number  of  enemy.  The  CRIP  returned  the  fire  and  was  supported  by 
helicopter  gunships  in  the  fight •  After  the  firing  ceased*  the  platoon  moved 
forward  to  locate  one  enemy  body  and  one  AX-47  rifle*  At  0325  hours  a  night 
position  of  the  Armor  Battalion  looated  13  kilometers  east  of  CU  CHI  (XT781331) 
received  one  Hoi  Chanh.  At  1829  hours,  personnel  from  this  position  found  500 
pounds  of  C-4  explosive  nearby  vhioh  they  destroyed. 

On*  member  of  C  Company,  2nd  Battalion,  12th  Infantry  was  killed  at  1050 
hours  when  he  tripped  an  anti-tank  mine.  The  inoident  occurred  as  the  unit 
was  conducting  a  medloal- civic  aotion  project  (MKDCAP)  in  a  village  seven 
kilometers  northeast  of  TRANQ  BANG  (IT499244), 

At  0043  hours  an  ambush  patrol  from  C  Company,  1st  Battalion,  5th  Infantry 
(Mechanised)  located  at  a  point  1*5  kilometers  northeast  of  HAU  DIEU  (XT573181) 
engaged  an  unknown  number  of  enemy.  After  the  firing  ceased,  the  patrol  searched 
the  ambush  area  and  looated  four  enemy  dead  and  one  wounded  enemy  who  was  taken 
prisoner.  In  addition,  the  patrol  captured  two  RPG-2  rocket  launchers,  20 
rounds  of  RPG-2  ammunition,  six  hand  grenades  and  an  assortment  of  enemy  documents. 

At  1023  hours,  a  Rome  plow  taking  part  in  land  clearing  operations  one 
kilometer  northwest  of  BAU  DIED  (XT 555176)  detonated  two  anti-tank  mines.  Th*> 
blast  caused  minor  damage,  to  the  vehicle* 
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Two  personnel  from  the  meohanized  battalion's  So out  Platoon  were  wounded 
at  1120  hours  when  they,  detonated  a  booby  trapped  hand  grenade  during  an  operation 
4.5  kilometers  northwest  of  the  town  of  PHU  CUONG  (XT?, 5,5154).  A  short  time  later 
at  1130  hours,  C  Company  reported  the  disoovery  of  50  gallons  of  oooklng  oil, 
six  blasting  oaps  and  21  detonating  devioes  at  XT768152. 

Another  Rome  plow  was  damaged  at  1340  hours  when  it  detonated  an  anti-tank 
mine  while  clearing  hedge  rows  in  an  area  one  kilometer  northwest  of  B*U  DIEU 
(XT556174). 

In  the  3rd  Brigade  area  of  operation,  A  Company,  2nd  Battalion,  22nd  Infantry 
(Mechanized)  conducted  a  sweep  operation  through  an  area  eight  kilometers  west 
of  DAU  TIENG,w(XT4l(>47£)*  At  0930  hours,  the  unit  unoovered  an  enemy  oaohe  holding 
three  RPCW  rounds,  two  hand  grenades,  two  60mm  mortar  rounds,  one  AK-47  rifle 
and  one  medloal  kit. 

In  the  meantime,  D  Company,  1st  Battalion,  2?th  Infantry  was  operating  one 
kilometer  north  of  THANH  AN  (XT532391)  where  at  1025  hours  it  oame  under  enemy 
fire  that  wounded  one  man*  The  enemy's  fire  was  returned  with  unknown  results. 

The  3rd  Squadron,  4th  Cavalry  continued  its  operation  in  the  BOI  LOI  Woods 
seven  to  ten  kilometers  southeast  of  BAO  DON  (XI4932-XT5329).  During  the  day 
elements  of  the  squadron  captured  28,000  pounds  of  rioe  through  out  the  area. 

In  addition,  two  enemy  bodies  were  found  and  one  SK S  rifle  was  oaptured  along 
with  250  small  arms  rounds,  one  bioyole  and  a  sewing  maohine.  One  APC  from  B 
Troop  was  destroyed,  however,  as  it  struok  an  anti-tank  mine  at  XT535287  moving 
from  the  area  at  1420  hours.  One  man  riding  on  the  vehicle  was  wounded  in  the 
explosion. 


12  January 

In  the  1st  Brigade  area  of  operations,  C  Company,  3rd  Battalion,  22nd  Infantry 
swept  an  area  throe  kilometers  west  of  the  TAX  NINH  Base  Camp  (XT101529)  where 
at  1015  hours  the  unit  captured  a  107mm  rocket.  A  Company  of  the  battalion 
searched  two  kilometers  further  to  the  west,  (XT086533)  and  at  1330  hours  uncovered 
two  107mm  rockets. 

In.  the  2nd  Brigade  area,  A  Company,  2nd  Battalion,  14th  Infantry  discovered 
the  following  as  it  conducted  a  sweep  operation  west  of  BAO  TRAI  (XT5908-XT5804) i 
two  anti-tank  mines,  three  booby  trapped  hand  grenades  and  one  booby  trapped  105mm 
round.  Meanwhile,  the  battalion  CRIP  located  and  destroyed  four  anti-tank  mines 
at  1210  hours  at  XS550999. 

Company  A,  1st  Battalion,  2?th  Infantry  working  in  support  of  the  2nd 
Battalion,  34th  Armor  in  a  sweep  operation  five  kilometers  northwest  of  PHU 
CUONG  (XT761473)  captured  two  enemy  soldiers  at  1450  hours.  \Continuing  'their 
search  for  the  enemy  in  this  area,  the  infantrymen  located  an  abandoned  base 
camp  at  XT763172  where  they  found  one  dead  enemy  soldier,  one  sampan,  three 
AK-47  rifles,  one  pistol,  one  SKS  oarbine,  one  M-79  grenade  launcher,  one 
pound  of  medical  supplies  and  one  pound  of  documents. 
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A  Company,  2nd  Battalion,  12th  Infantry  swept  alon«  an  axia  approximately 
fit.  kilometers  north  of  TRANG  BANG  (XT5X26-XT5024)  during  the  day.  On*  Mti- 

tank  nlno  and  ono  booby  trappod  gronado  wort  M 

callons  of  motor  oil  worn  oaptured.  C  Company  of  the  battalion  operated  m  an 

araa  3.5  kilometer#  south  of  tho  MUSHROOM  (XT5727B»here  at  1035  houra  ono 
"Slir  .Sid  ”th  «  M-l  oarbln.  «•  wptuwd.  A  111J  hour.  on.  .»  fro.  th. 
company  mas  wounded  whan  ha  datonatad  an  anti-personnel  mlna. 

At  0255  hours  tha  night  looation  of  A  Company,  1st  Battalion,  5th  Infantry 
(Mechanised)  in  tha  BAU  DIED  village  oomplax  567173)  raoaivad  16  ^unda  of  60mm 
mortar  fira  whioh  wounded  ona  man.  Tha  enemy's  fire  ^ 

but  tha  raaults  of  this  eountar  mortar  aotion  eould  not  ba  determined* 

In  tha  3rd  Brigade  araa  of  operations,  thraa  anany  wldiars  wars  killad 
by  artillary  at  1100  hours.  An  artillery  aerial  obst^afVpjttadma*^*^ 
morning  through  tha  MICHKLIH  Rubber  Plantation  at  a  point  12  kilometer  northeast 
of  the  DAU  TIENG  Base  Camp  (XT 571572).  Artillery  from  tha  eamp  mafsgod  this 
target  resulting  in  the  three  kills* 

At  1555  hours,  elements  of  tha  1st  Battalion,  2?th^Inf*ntry  oonduoting 
searoh  operations  in  tha  MICHELm  3*5  kilometers  east  of  DAU  TIENG  (  53®4- 

75)  received  ona  Hoi  Chanh.  Tha  DAU  TIENG  Base  Camp  same  under  small  arms 
fira  at  2300  hours.  Tha  base  camp's  bunker  line  returned  tha  enemy  fire,  and 
a  later  search  of  tha  araa  from  which  tha  fira  revealed  one  dead  enemy  and  one 
pistol*  One  soldier  was  wounded  in  this  brief  fira  fight* 

Helicopters  of  D  Troop,  3rd  Squadron,  4th  Cavalry  flaw  Ajwd  iierial 
reconnaissance  over  the  SAIGON  River  during  the  day,  and  At  0930  hours 
detected  four  sampans  hidden  along  the  bank  in  the  MUSHROOM  (XT 57533) •  These 
boats  were  destroyed  as  the  airoraft  attacked  with  rocket  and  automatic  weapons 

fire. 


13  January 

Action  was  light  in  the  1st  Brigade  area  of  operations.  At  1230  Jours  A 
Company,  3rd  Battalion,  22nd  Infantry  discovered  1,000  pounds  of  rice  as  the 
unit  searched  an  area  11  kilometers  southwest  of  TAX  NINH  UT100415). 
its  operation  to  a  point  ten  kilometers  south  of  the  city  (XTlctmz;,  the 
company  captured  one  shotgun  at  1515  hours. 

Armed  helicopters  from  C  Troop,  3rd  Squadron,  17th  Air  Cavalry 
in  support  of  the  1st  Brigade  engaged  an  unknown  number  of  enemy  at  a  location 
12  kilometers  south  of  TAY  NINH  (XT188397)  At  1645  hours.  The  helicopters 
attacked  with  rockets  and  automatic  weapons  fire.  One  kill  was  later  confirms 
by  a  reconnaissance  of  the  contact  area. 
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In  the  2nd  Brigade  area  of  op a ration*,  D  Cospany,  2nd  Battalion,  Z?Hx 
Infantry  oonduotod  a  swoop  operation  through  an  ar*a  four  to  five  kilometer* 
aouthoaat  of  TRANG  BANG  (XT4616-XT4714)  during  the  day.  On  the  swoop,  the 
company  located  and  destroyed  two  booby  trapped  hand  grenades,  one  booby 
trapped  105m  round  and  14  sampan a.  Company  A  of  the  battalion  operated  in 
an  area  1.5  kilometers  south  of  TRANQ  BANG  (IT496l?2)  where  at  1525  hours 
it  oame  under  enemy  fire.  The  company  returned  the  enemy  fir*  and  hilled 
in  artillery  for  support.  Two  infantrymen  were  killed  in  the  action  and  on* 

Jeep  was  destroyed,  A  sweep  of  the  enemy  positions  after  the  firing  oeased 
revealed  one  dead  enemy. 

On*  man  from  2nd  Battalion,  12th  Infantry  was  killed  at  0930  hours  When 
he  detonated  an  anti-personnel  mine.  The  inoident  took'plao*  as  an  element 
?L^^taIfon  •WBPt  through  an  area  five  kilometers  north  of  TBANO  BANG 
(XT 501247).  At  0950  hours  C  Company  of  the  battalion  oaptured  one  enemy  soldier 
armed  with  an  AN-47  rifle.  This  aotion  took  plaoe  at  a  point  six  kilometers 
west  of  TRANG  BANG  (XT422198).  A  Company  of  ths  battalion  sustained  two  men 
wounded  as  it  conducted  a  sweep  operation  Lin  an  area  eight  kilometers  north¬ 
east  of  TRANG  BANG  (XT513262),  Both  men  were  injured  when  booby  trapped  hand 
grenades  were  detonated.  The  first  explosion  took  plaoe  et  1446  hours  and 
the  seoond  at  1515  hours, 

B  Company,  2nd  Battalion,  12th  Infantry  working  under  the  operational 
control  of  the  1st  Battalion,  $th  Infantry  (Mechanised)  uncovered  e  large  rio* 
oaohe  at  1345  hours  an  a  sweep  operation  eight  kilometer*  west  of  TRANG  BANG 
(XT410205),  The  oaohe  oonsisted  of  31,500  pounds  of  rice.  In  addition,  the 
company*  oaptured  one  rice  polishing  machine  and  apprehended  three  detainees 
found  in  the  vicinity  of  the  oaohe. 

In  the  3rd  Brigade  area  of  operation#,  an  artillery  aerial  observer  detected 
16  enemy  troops  moving  through  an  area 'seven  kilometer*  aoutheaet  of  the  DAB 
TIENG  Base  Camp,  The  target  wae  engaged  by  artillery  firing  from  the  baee  camp, 

A  check  of  the  area  after  the  artillery  fires  oeased  revealed  three  a**d  enemy. 
This  action  began  at  1300  hours. 

The  only  other  significant  action  reported  by  the  3rd  Brigade  during  the 
day  ooourred  at  1425  hours  when  an  APC  from  the  2nd  Battalion,  22nd  Infantry 
(Mechanised?  detonated  an  anti-tank  mine  at  a  point  two  kilometers  south  o’f 
DAU  TIENG  (XT473434),  One  man  was  wounded  by  the  blast,  and  the  vehicle  was 
destroyed. 

Troop  B  and  C,  3rd  SquAdron ,  4th  Cavalry  operating  in  the  BOI  LOI  Woods 
during  the  day  came  into  contact  with  an  unknown  slse  enemy  force  at  a  point 
8,5  kilometers  south  of  DAD  TIENG  (XT4S2368).  The  contact  started  at  1310 
hours,  and  the  fire  of  the  cavalry  troops  was  augmented  by., supporting  artillery 
helicopter  gunships  and  Air  Force  fighter-bomber  strikes.  After  the  firing 
ceased,  the  cavalrymen  searched  the  contact  area  and  located  six  eneny  bodies, 
and  two  wounded  enemy  who  were  taken  prisoner.  In  addition,  one  machine  gun, 
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three  AK-4?  rtf lea,  five  pounds  of  documents,  on*  pound  of  madioal  auppliaa 
and  two  RFO-2  rounds  war*  olptured, 

14  January 

Ho  significant  action  reported  in  the  1st  Brigade  area  of  operation* 
around  TAX  NIMH. 

In  the  ?nd  Brigade  area,  helicopter  gun ships  supporting  the  2nd  Battalion. 
14th  Infantry  engaged  four  enemy  at  a  location  six  kilometers  north  of  DUC  HOA 
(XT 582034),  This  rocket  and  automating weapons  attack  took  place  at  1318  hours* 

B  Company  of  the  battalion  captured  one  enomy  soldier  during  a  sweep  operation 
4.5  kiloaeters  east  of  BAO  THAI  (IT575038). 

At  1400  hours,  C  Company,  2nd  Battalion,  27th  Infantry .looated  four  eneaor 
bodies  during  a  sweep  of  an  area  4.3  kilometers  southwest  of .THING  BANG  (XT464- 
149),  Ten  minutes  later,  elements  of  the  oompany  engaged  three  enemy  At  a  point 
five  kilometers  southwest  of  the  town  (XT452152),  This  action  resulted  in  one 
enemy  being  killed, 

B  Company,  1st  Battalion,  5th  Infantry  (Meohanited)  sustained  one  man  killed 
and  four  wounded  when  an  AFC  detonated  an  anti-tank  mine  during  a  sweep  operation 
one  kilometer  north  of  BAD  DD5U  (IT563177),  This  incident  occurred  at  1805  hours 
Earlier  in  the  day,*.at  1145  hours,  another  AFC  from  the  company  struck  a  mine 
at  a  point  three  kilometers  southeast  of  TRANG  BANG  (XT509166).  Me  casualties 
resulted  from  this  inoident,  and  the  vohicle  received  only  minor  damage. 

In  the  3rd  Brigade  area  of  operations,  a  major  contact  developed  at  0850 
hours  when  B  Company,  2nd  Battalion,  22nd  Infantry  (Mechanised)  engaged  an 
unknown  sise  enemy  force  along  route  26  in  the  CAD  KHOI  Rubber  Plantation  eight 
kilometers  east  of  TAX  MUIR  (XT343452).  The  engagement  continued  throughout 
the  morning  with  artillery*  helicopter  gunships  and  Air  Force  fighter-bombers 
joining  the  fight  to  support  the  ground  troops,  and  C  Company  of  the  battalion 
moved  into  the  area  to  reinforoe  8  Company,  At  1045  hours,  the  CO  CHI-DAU  TIENG 
logistical  oonvoy,  moving  along  route  239  a  short  distance  from  the  looation 
where  the  initial  contact  began,  case  under IfiEN,  The  main  area  of  contaot  then 
shifted  to  the  south  where  the  oonvoy  waa  under  attack. 

Company  A  and  tho  Soout  and  CRIP  Platoons  of  tho  2nd  Battalion,  22nd  Infantry 
(Mechanised)  moved  into  the  battle  ai„«  to  reinforce.  The  battle  raged  heavy 
until  1730  hours  whon  the  enemy  broke  contaot  and  withdrew.  A. sweep  of  the 
battle  area  by  the  ground  troops  located  122  enemy  bodies  and  blood  trails  and 
drag  marks  leading  out  of  the  area  that  indicated  numerous  other  casualties 
that  the  enemy  removed  from  battlefield,  U.S.  losses  in  the  heavy  fight  were 
six  killed,  nine  wounded,  one  jeep  and  one  truok  destroyed  and  four  trucks 
and  two  armeU  personnel  oarrlers  damaged, 

15  January 

Onoe  again,  no  significant  action  were  reported  in  the  1st  Brigade  area 
of  operations.  In  the  flisS  Brigade  area,  helicopter  gunships  supporting  the 
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2nd  Battalion,  14th  Infantry  dsteoted  and  engaged  an  unknown  nuabar  of  enemy 
at  a  looatlon  nina  kilometers  aouthwaat  of  tha  CO  CHI  Baaa  Caap  (XT 570085), 
Attacking  with  rookata  and  auteaatlo  waapona,  tha  gunahlp  aooountad  for  three 
anaagr  daad  and  tha  oaptura  of  ona  AK-47  rifla,  A  Coop any  of  tha  battalion 
quickly  moved  into  this  oontaot  araa  to  oaptura  two  POtfa,  ona  pound  of  medloal 
auppliaa  and  two  hand  grenades,  Tha  aetion  took  plaoa  batwaan  1230  and  130Q 
houra.  At  1335  bourn,  howavar,  ona  infantryman  waa  killad  and  anothar  voundad 
by  a  booby  trapped  band  granada  aa  A  Company  aoarohad  tha  oontaot  araa. 

In  tha  3rd  Brigada  araa  of  oparation,  tha  WJ  TIENG  Baaa  Caap  oaae  undar 
fira  at  0203  houra  whan  20  rounda  of  82am  aortar  fira,  70  rounda  of  120am  mortar 
fira  and  an  unknown  nuabar  of  aaall  araa  rounda  hit  tha  oomplax,  Mo  aaaualtiaa 
warn  nuatainad,  howavar,  and  only  ona  3/4  ton  truok  raoaivad  daaago,  Tha  enemy 
fira  waa  rotumad  with  oountar  aortar  artillary  froa  tha  oaap  with  unknown  reeults, 
B  Company,  2nd  Battalion,  22nd  Infantry  (Maohanisad)  aaarchad  tha  oontaot  araa 
of  tha  pravioua  day  and  looatad  ona  anti-tank  aina,  fiva  oluatar  bomb  units  And 
thraa  40m  rounda. 


16  January 

No  significant  motions  wars  reportad  within  the  1st  Brigada  araa  of 
oparations,  Aotion  was  also  relativaly  light  in  tha  2nd  Brigada  araa.  At 
0051  hours  an  ambush  patrol  froa  C  Company,  2nd  Battalion,  27th  Infantry 
in  position  at  a  point  fiva  kiloaatara  south  of  TRANG  BANG  (XT 447139)  engaged 
two  enaay  soldiers  killing  ona  and  capturing  tha  other.  In  addition,  tha 
aetion  resulted  in  tha  oaptura  of  ona  AK-4?  rifla,  one  pistol  and  ona  pound  of 
documents.  During  tha  day,  C  Company  searched  the  general  area  where  tha  aabush 
took  plaoa  and  discovered  nina  booby  trappad  hand  grenades  whioh  were  destroyed. 

Elements  of  the  2nd  Battalion,  12th  Infantry  saw  aotion  during  a  searoh 
oparation  of  an  area  approximately  six  to  ten  kiloaetehs  northeast  of  TRANG 
BANG  (XT5125-XT5030) .  At  0825  hours,  one  nenber  of  C  Company  of  the  battalion 
was  wounded  when  he  detonated  a  booby  trapped  hand  grenade  at  XT511258,  The 
company  located  and  destroyed  a  booby  trapped  grenade  at  0922  hours  at  XT 502255* 
At  1151  hours,  D  Company  uncovered  a  40  pound  block  of  C-4  explosive  at  XT5H3Q1. 
This  company  also  located  14,000  pounds  of  rice  hidden  at  XT512304.  This  find 
took  plaoe  at  1205  hours.  A  Company  continuing  its  search  came  under  fire  froa 
two  enemy  at  1330  hours  as  the  unit  moved  through  the  location  at  XT513305* 

This  fire  was  returned,  and.  the  eneftay  position  was  over  run  with  the  discovery 
of  one  RPG-7  round,  one  57**  round  and  five  rounds  of  105aa  ammunition.  A 
Company  completed  the  battalion's  finds  for  the  day  when  at  1419  hours  it 
discovered  thffe  pounds  of  C-4  at  XT508305, 

3rd  Brigade  actions  throughout  the  day  were  limited  to  the  discovery  of 
four  enemy  dead  by  the  CRIP  of  the  2nd  Battalion,  22nd  Infantry  (Mechanized). 

The  platoon  was  sweeping  through  the  CAU  KHOl  Rubber  Plantation  nine  kilometers 
east  of  TAX  NINH  (XT 350450)  where  the  enemy  bodies  were  located  at  1522  hours. 
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The  major  action  for  tha  day  took  plaoa  In  the  BOI  LOI  VAooda  aa  tha 
3rd  Squadron,  4th  Cavalry  axtandad  lta  operation  in  tha  area  by  sweeping 
northeast  of  BAO  DON.  At  0900  hours,  A  Troop  uncovered  a  small  oaohe 
consisting  of  two  RPG-7  rounds,  four  RPG-2  rounds,  10  pounds  of  explosives, 

100  rounds  of  small  arms  ammunition  and  two  pounds  of  documents.  The 
oaohe  was  looated  at  XT 51 0364  engaged  an  unknown  number  of  enemy  at  1345 
hours.  Attacking  with  its  organic  weapons,  the  oavalrymen  killed  two 
enemy.  One  cavalryman  was  wounded  in  this  action.  At  1400  hours,  B  Troop 
oame  into  oontaot  with  an  ur known  number  of  enemy  at  XT502379*  Artillery 
and  helicopter  gunships  were  oalled  in  to  support  the  troop.  After  the 
supporting  fires  were  lifted,  the  troop  assaulted  into  the  enemy  positions 
to  looate  eight  enemy  dead,  one  pistol,  one  RPG-2  rocket  launcher  and  one 
RPG-7  rocket  launoher.  In  the  fire  fight  that  took  plaoe,  two  members  of 
the  troop  were  killed,  C  Troop  oame  into  oontaot  with  the  enemy  again  at 
ST528352,  Fire  was  exchanged  with  an  unkown  size  enemy  force  resulting  in 
one  enemy  killed  and  one  cavalryman  wourtded,  An  armed  person  .el  carrier 
from  the  troop  reoeived  moderate  damage  from  the  enemy  fire, 

17  January 

In  the  1st  Brigade  area  of  operation,  three  personnel  were  killed  when 
the  light  observation  helicopter  (0V-6A)  in  whioh  they  were  flying  was  shot 
down  by  enemy  ground  fire.  This  incident  occurred  at  1600  hours  four  kilo¬ 
meters  north  of  the  base  of  NUI  BA  DEN  mountain  (XT268659). 

In  the  2nd  Brigade  area,  B  Company,  2nd  Battalion,  L4th  Infantry  accounted 
for  one  enemy  POW  in  an  action  that  took  plaoe  at  O85O  hours  four  kilometers 
southeast  of  BAO  TRAI  (XT 568033)*  The  aotion  occurred  as  the  company  conducting 
a  sweep  operation  through  the  area  encountered  an  unknown  number  of  enemy 
who  were  engaged  with  organio  weapons.  Helicopter  gunships  supporting  the 
company  in  this  area  (XT 55801 2)  engaged  two  enemy  at  1210  hours  registering 
two  kills  and  capturing  two  AK-47  rifles, 

A  tank  from  Headquarters  Company,  2nd  Battalion,  34th  Armor  was  damaged 
at  9735  hours  when  it  detonated  an  anti-tank  mine  at  a  point  three  kilometers 
southwest  of  the  CU  CHI  base  camp  (XT617H8),  The  tank  was  participating  in 
a  combined  US-ARVN  sweep  operation  at  the  time  of  the  incident, 

A  Company,  2nd  Battalion,  12th  Infantry  swept  through  an  area  five  kilo¬ 
meters  northeast  of  TRANG  BANG(XT513242)  where  at  1130  hours  a  cache  of 
1,400  pounds  of  reoe  was  located  and  captured.  Moving  approximately  10  kilo¬ 
meters  to  the  east  from  where  the  rice  was  found,  the  company  came  under 
enemy  fire  at  1410  hours  at  a  location  3*5  kilometers  northeast  of  TRUNG  LAP 
(XT614248X.  The  company  returned  the  enemy's  fire  with  organic  weapons  and 
oalled  in  artillery  and  helicopter  gunships  for  support.  After  the  firing 
ceased,  a  search  of  the  contact  revealed  two  dead  enemy  and  one  maching  gun. 

Two  infantrymen  were  killed  and  one  wounded  in  the  fight. 
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B  Company,  1st  Battalion,  *5th  Infantry  (Mechanised)  engaged  three 
anamy  soldiers  at  1046  hours  at  a  point  fiva  kilometers  southwest  of 
TRUNG  LAP  (XT548192) ,  One  enemy  soldier  was  killed  and  two  oaptured 
in  the  action.  Remaining  in  the  eontaot  area  to  oontaot.  a.  thorough  searoh, 
one  oompany  member  was  killed  at  1113  hours  when  he  detonated  a  booby  trapped 
hand  grenade.  The  searoh  later  revealed  three  additional  booby  trapped 
grenades  whioh  were  destroyed  in  plaoe,  U,B.  carbine,  one  typewriter 
and  two  pounds  of  documents  were  also  discovered  in  the  area, 

Aotion  continued  to  be  light  in  the  3rd  Brigade  area  of  operations.  At 
0855  hours,  an  APC  from  A.  Company,  2nd  Battalion,  12th  Infantry  was  damaged 
when  it  detonated  an  anti-tank  mine  while  participating  in  a  sweep  of  route 
239  eight  kilometers  dast  of  DAU  TIENG  (XT415442),  One  dead  enemy  soldier 
was  looated  by  D  Company,  1st  Battalion,  27th  Infantry  as  the  unit  swept 
through  a  portion  of  the  CAD  KHOI  Rubber  Plantation  nine  kilometers  south¬ 
east  of  TAY  NINH  (XT335418)  at  1125  hours. 

A.  major  engagement  developed  in  the  BOI  LOI  Woods  during  the  day  as  the 
3rd  Squadron,  4th  Cavalry  continued  a  detailed  search  of  an  area  8,5  kilo¬ 
meters  east  of  BAO  DON  where  the  previous  day  several  contaots  had  taken  place. 
At  0905  hours,  A,  B  and  C  Troops  came  into  contact  with  a  large  enemy  force 
at  XT527349.  Artillery,  helicopter  gunships  and  Air  Force  fighter-bombers 
were  called  in  to  hammer  the  enemy  positions.  After  several  hours  of  heavy 
fighting  the  firing  ceased  and  the  enemy  withdrew  from  the  area.  The  cavalry¬ 
men  then  conducted  a  thorough  search  of  the  contact  area  and  discovered  46 
enemy  dead,  two  AD-47  rifles,  one  RPG-7  rocket  launcher,  one  machine  gun,  four 
rounds  of  RPG-7  ammunition,  1,000  rounds  of  small  arms  ammunition  and  numerous 
enemy  documents.  One  cavalryman  was  killed  in  the  engagement  and  17  were 
wounded. 


18  January 

Action  continued  to  be  light  in  the  1st  Brigade  area  of  operations  with 
one  significant  fvent  reported  at  1125  hours  Company  D,  3rd  Battalion,  22nd 
Infantry  uncovered  15  rounds  of  82mm  mortar  ammunition&and  12  82mm  mortar 
fuses  as  it  swept  through  an  area  four  kilometers  north  of  NUI  Ba  DEN  (XT- 

265657). 

In  the  2nd  Brigade  area,  A  Company,  2nd  Battalion,  12th  Infantry  discovered 
sijc  rounds  of  60mm  mortar  ammunition  as  it  searched  an  area  one  kilometer  east 
of  TRANG  BANG  (XT501194)  at  0845  hours.  Later  in  the  morning,  the  company  moved 
into  the  HO  BO  Woods  to  sweep  an  area  eight  to  11  kilometers  north  of  the  CU  CHI 
base  camp.  Between  1030  hours  and  1400  hours  the  company  located  five  enemy 
bodies,  800  rounds  of  small  arms  ammunition  and  five  pounds  of  documents. 

Company  C,  1st  Battalion,  5th  Infantry  (Mechanised)  lost  two  armored 
personnel  carriers  during  the  day  in  two  separate  anti-tank  mine  incidents. 

At  0845  hours  one  APC  was  destroyed  when  it  detonated  a  mine  at  a  point  four 
kilometers  south- 
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east  of  TRANG  BANG  (XT 5131^5) •  The  second  vehicle  was  damaged  at  1140  hours 
by  a  mine  explosion  qne  kilometer  northeast  of  BAU  DIEU  (XT571178),  Elements 
of  the  company  captured  one  enemy  soldier  carrying  an  RPG-2  rocket  launcher 
and  one  round  of  HPG-2  ammunition  at  1442  hours. 

In  the  3rd  Brigade  area  of  operation  only  one  significant  action  ooourred 
during  the  day0  B  Company.  1st  Battalion,  27th  Infantry  conducted  a  sweep 
operation  through  a  portion  of  the  MICHELIN  Rubber  Plantation  and  at  0950 
hours  engaged  one  enemy  soldier  at  a  point  eight  kilometers  northeast  of  DAU 
TIENG  (IT 550541).  The  enemy  was  killed  in  the  engagement,  and  the  AK-4?  rifle 
he  was  carrying  was  captured. 


19  January 

In  the  1st  Brigade  area  of  operations  three  significant  actions  took 
place.  At  1000  hours  elements  of  the  4th  Battalion,  9th  Infabtry  working  with 
0,3.  Mavyjriver  assault  boats  patrolling  the  ORIENTAL  River  located  a  cache 
of  110  gallons  of  gasoline  along  the  river  bank  six  kilometers  south  of  GO  DAU 
HA  (ZT395183)*  At  1038  hours,  a  helicopter  from  C  Troop,  3rd  Squadron,  17th 
Air  Cavalry  performing  a  visual  reconnaissance  mission  in  an  area  14  kilometers 
northeast  of  TAX  NINH  (XT382571)  detected  and  took  under  fire  one  enemy  soldier. 
The  enemy  was  killed  by  the  helicopter  attack. 

Fire  Support  BRAGG  located  12  kilometers  northeast  of  TAX  NINH  (XT342588) 
came  under  a  heavy  attack  by  fire  at  1835  hours.  Three  personnel  were  killed 
and  four  wounded  as  30  rounds  of  82mm  mortar  fire,  10  rounds  of  107mm  rocket 
fire  and  a  heavy  volume  of  small  arms  and  RPG  fire  hit  the  fire  base.  One 
105mm  howitzer  and  400  rounds  of  105nm  ammunition  were  destroyed  by  direst^ Alts* 
The  enemy  fire  was  returned  from  within  the  base  with  small  arms  and  artillery. 
In  addition  .helicopter  gunships,  Air  Force  fighter-bomber  and  AC-47  '•Spooky* 
strikes  and  reinforcing  artillery  fire  were  called  in  for  support.  Enemy  losses 
in  the  fire  fight  could  not  be  determined. 

In  the  2nd  Brigade  area,  B  Company,  2nd  Battalion,  14th  Infantry  conducted 
a  search  operation  in  an  area  5,5  kilometers  east  of  HA0  THAI  (XT583037)  where 
at  1945  hours  an  enemy  soldier  armed  with  a  pistol  was  taken  prisoner.  The 
CRIP  of  the  2nd  Battalion,  27th  Infantry  operated  in  an  area  south  of  TRANG 
BANG  during  the  day,  and  at  1445  hours  uncovered  a  tunnel  that  contained  two 
AK-47  rifles  and  one  hand  grenade.  The  tunnel  was  located  at  XT464104,  A  3/4 
ton  truck  from  A  Company,  2nd  Battalion,  34th  Armor  was  destroyed  at  0820  hours 
when  the  vehicle  detonated  an  anti-tank  mine  at  a  point  five  kilometers  south¬ 
west  of  TRANG  BANG  (XT441155). 

C  Company,  2nd  Battalion,  12th  Infantry  uncovered  a  sizeable  ammunition 
cache  at  0835  hours  as  the  unit  conducted  a  search  operation  through  an  area 
six  kilometers  northeast  of  TRANG  BANG  (XT 517244),  Contained  in  the  cache 
were  101  hand  grenades,  41  rounds  of  60mm  mortar  ammunition,  400  rounds  of 
small  arms  ammunition  and  23  60mm  mortar  charges.  At  1330  hours,  A  Company 
of  the  battalion  searching  five  kilometers  south  of  BAU  DIEU  (XT559117)  located 
one  RPG-2  round,  five  pounds  of  explosive*  and  five  pounds  of  enemy  documents. 
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In  the  3rd  Brigade  aria  of  operations!  three  members  of  C  Company!  2nd 
Battalion!  22nd  Infantry  (Mechanised)  were  wounded  when  the  armed  personnel 
carrier  in  whioh  they  were  riding  struck  an  anti-tank  mine.  Thin  inoident 
ooourred  at  0935  hours  8,5  kilometers  southwest  of  DAU  TIENG  (XT403438)  as 
the  ooapany  was  sweeping  route  239*  the  HSR  between  DAU  TIENG  and  TAY  NIMH. 

The  APC  received  minor  damage.  At  1504  hours,  B  Company  of  the  meoh  battalion 
disooverod  one  enemy  body  as  the  unit  sv«pt  through  a  portion  of  the  GAU  KHOI 
Rubber  Plantation  nine  kilometers  east  of  TAY  NINE  (XT 357453 X  the  body, 
the  Infantrymen  also  looated  one  destroyed  82mm  mortar  tube*  four  rounds  of 
82mi  ammunition, four  hand  grenades  and  several  enemy  documents. 

In  the  area  of  opera ti4n  of  the  1st  Battalion,  27th  Infantry,  one  member 
of  C  Company,  was  wounded  when  an  anti-tank  mine  was  detonated  as  the  unit 
swept  route  14  two  kilometers  northwest  of  THANH  AN  (XT528396).  The  explosion 
ooourred  at  0952  hours. 


20  January 

In  the  1st  Brigade  area  of  operations,  a  helicopter  from  the  25th  Aviation 
Battalion  flying  a  visual  reconnaissance  mission  along  the  Cambodian  border 
at  1610  hours  came  under  enemy  fire  from  a  location  eight  kilometers  west  of  the 
village  of  BEN  SOI  (XT018467),  The  helicopter  received  several  hits,  but  was 
able  to  remain  an  the  soene  long  enough  to  oall  fighter-bomber  strikes  in  on 
the  enemy  position*  The  results  of  those  strikes  could  not  be  determined. 

Earlier  in  t'neaftemoon  at  1'jlO  hours,  A  Company,  4th  Battalion,  23rd  Infantry 
(Mechanized)  discovered  three  rounds  of  RPG-2  ammunition*  75  pounds  of  rice, 
one  machine  gun  and  one  camera  as  the  unit  swept  an  area  five  kilometers  east 
of  NUI  BA  DEN  moutain  (XT334619) . 

*Er  the  2nd  Brigade -area  of  operations,  a  light  observation  helicopter 
flying  reconnaissance  over  an  area  5,5  kilometers  north  of  DUC  HOA  (XT 583026) 
at  0730  hours  came  under  enemy  ground  fire.  The  fire  ceased  quickly,  and  the 
helioopter  pursued  a  man  observed  running  from  the  suspected  firing  position. 

Tha  orew  was  able  to  capture  this  individual  together  with  a  pistol  with  which  he 
was  armed.  At  1020  hours,  B  Company,  2nd  Battalion,  3.4th  Infantry  moved  into 
the  area  from  whioh  the  helicopter  received  its  fire,  A  search  of  the  area 
resultod  in  the  discovery  of  800  pound  of  rice  and  one  anti-tank  mine, 

A  Company*  2nd  Battalion,  27th  Infantry  swept  an  area  south  of  THANG'  BANG 
(XT4915-XT5017)  during  the  day,  and  at  1145  hours  the  body  of  an  -neray  soldier 
was  discovered  at  XT4?8l53.  During  the  day  long  sweep,  the  compnay  also  seized 
two  sampans,  and  nine  rounds  of  8lam  ammunition,  D  Company  of  the  battalion 
operated  in  an  area  6,5  kilometers  northeast  of  BAO  TRAI  (XT 5410) ,  During  the 
day,  this  company  captured  one  105mm  round,  10  hand  grenades,  three  gas  masks, 
eight  muscle  loading  rifles,  eight  powder  horns  and  one  18”  cannon, 

A  truck  from  A  Company,  2nd  Battalion,  34th  Armor  was  damaged  when  it 
detonated  an  anti-tank  mine  at  a  point  seven  kilometers  northwest  of  PBU 
CU0NG  (XT749142),  This  inoident  occurred  at  0820  hours.  At  ?227  hours  an 
elssMtnt  of  A  Company  in  a  night  location  f n  the  village  of  PHD  HOA  DONG 
(XT719196)  oame  under  enemy  fire.  The  tankers  returned  the  enemy  fire  with 
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organio  weapons  and  oallsd  in  belieopter  gunahipa  for  support.  A  asaroh  of 
tho  oontaot  aroa  aftor  tho  firing  ooaaod  roaultod  in  tho  looatien  of  four 
onsagr  doad. 

C  Company i  2nd  Battalion.  12th  Infantry  swooping  through  an  aroa  six 
kilometers  northoast  of  TRANS  BANS  (XT510243)  looatod  at  enemy  supply  oaoho 
at  1145  hours.  Tho  oaoho  oontainod  41  gas  masks,  ono  olaymore  nino.  600 
snail  arms  rounds,  three  HPfi-2  rounds  and  10  pounds  of  modloal  aupplios. 

B  Company,  1st  Battalion.  5th  Infantry  oonduotod  a  swoop  oporation  along 
an  axLs  which  ran  south  and  wost  of  TRBRO  LAP  (XT5418-XT5720) .  Throughout  tho 
day.  tho  company  looatod  two  anti-tank  ninos.  15  pounds  of  TNT.  15  foot  of 
dotonatisn  oorri,  ono  105ms  round  and  ono  booby  trapped  hand-grenade. 

At  1040  hours,  a  light  observation  hellooptor  (OH-dA)  from  A  Troop, 

3rd  Squadron,  17th  Air  Cavalry  flying  rooonnaissanod  ovor  tho  HO  B0  Woods 
north  of  CO  CHI  in  support  of  2nd  Brigade  operations  was  shot  down  by  onomy 
ground  firo  at  XT 655259.  Both  orow  members  of  tho  aircraft  wars  killed  by 
the  ono^y  firo. 

In  tho  Jrd  Brigade  area,  B  Company,  1st  Battalion.  27th  Infantry  worked 
in  conjunction  with  U.S.  Navy  river  assault  boats  patrolling  the  MUSHROOM  in 
tho  SAIGON  River  (XT5634-XT5034) •  During  the  day,  the  company  oaptured  six 
sampans,  300  pounds  of  salt,  five  gallons*  of  gasoline,  several  enemy  documents, 
'one  prisoner  and  4,800  pounds  of  rioe. 

A  ling  range  reconnaissance  team  from  F  Troop,  50th  Infantry  (LRP)  working 
in  the  B0I  LOI  Woods  6.5  kilometers  east  of  BA0  DON  (XT509366)  engaged  three 
enemy  soldiers  at  Jjfp  Jljttps.  After  a  brief  fire  fight,  the  "Lerp"  moved 
forward  to  looato  One  dead  enemy  soldier  and  an  AX-4?  rifle. 

21  January 

In  the  1st  Brigade  area  of  operations,  a  helicopter  from  C  Troop,  3rd 
Squadron,  17th  Air  Cavalry  came  under  fire  from  an  enemy  position  17  kilo¬ 
meters  north  of  tho  TaT  NINH  Base  Camp  (XT120695)t  All  though  the  airoraft 
reoeived  several  hits,  it  was  able  to  counter-attack  with  rockets  and  auto¬ 
matic  weapons  fire.  The  results  of  this  oounter  firo  oould  not  be  determined 
This  action  took  place  at  0935  hours.  At  2030  hours  the  CRIP  of  the  4th 
battalion,  9th  Infantry  deployed  in  an  ambush  position  an  the  south  western 
outskirts  of  GO  DAU  HA  (XT390248)  engaged  one  enemy  killed  and  one  aK-47  rifle 
and  several  enemy  documents  oaptured* 

In  the  2nd  Brigade  area  of  operations,  D  Company,  2nd  Battalion,  14th 
Infantry  aocounted  for  one  eneay  kill  and  two  POWs  in  an  engagement  at  1030 
hsurs  three  kilometers  southeast  of  DUC  HOA  (XS 578054).  Three  AK-4?  rifles 
were  also  oaptured  in  this  aotion*  At  2228  hours,  an  ambush  patrol  from  B 
Company  of  the  battalion  engaged  five  enemy  from  a  position  six  kilometers 
north  of  DUC  HOA.  After  the  firing  ceased,  the  infantrymen  found  one  dead 
enemy  in  their  kill  bone. 
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From  0800  hours  to  1600  hours  In  a  location  four  kilometers  southwest  of 
TRANG  BANG  (XT463157) ,  C  Company,  3nd  Battalion,  2?th  Infantry  destroyed  one 
round  of  105mm  ammunition)  one  60ma  ammunition,  one  round  of  M-79  ammunition 
one  hand  grenade,  and  two  olaymore  mines.  In  addition  one  pound  of  doouments 
and  110  rounds  of  small  arms  ammunition  were  captured.  At  0825  hours  four 
kilometers  south  of  TRANG  RING  (XT508166)  A  Company,  2nd  Battalion,  27th  Infantry 
apprehended  one  detainee  and  one  VC  prisoner-of-war.  In  addition  a  quarter 
pound  of  documents  and  one  pistol  were  o&ptured.  At  1056  hours  three  kilometers 
south  east  of  TRANG  BANG  (XT489176)  this  same  unit  destroyed  an  anti-tank 
mine.  At  1215  hours  four  kilometers  north  of  TRANG  BANG  (XT4?4237)  gunships 
supporting  the  2nd  Battalion,  12th  Infantry  engaged  one  VC  with  small  arms 
and  rockets.  One  VC  was  killed, 

B  Company,  1st  Battalion,  5th  Infantry  (Mechanized)  detonated  a  anti-tank 
mine  resulted  in  one  OS  killed,  one  US  wounded  and  one  APC  destroyed. 

In  the  3rd  Brigade  area  Of  operations,  the  1st  Battalion,  27th  Artillery 
engaged  one  mortar  with  artillery  resulting  in  one  mortar  destroyed.  This  was 
in  an  area  3*5  kilometers  west  of  DAO  TIENG  (XT5354S8).  Eight  kilometers  south¬ 
west  of  DAO  TIENG  (XT404439),  A  Company,  2nd  Battalion, 22nd  Infantry  (Mechanized) 
destroyed  20  rounds  of  60mm  ammunition  at  0953  hours  and  20  60mm  fuzes.  At 
1145  hours  3,5  kilometers  north  east  of  DAU  TIENG  (XT535482)  A* Company,  1st 
Battalion,  27th  Infantry  detonated  one  anti-person  .el  mine  resulting  in  one 
US  wounded. 


22  January 

In  the  1st  Brigade  area  of  operations  there  was  only  light  contact,:. 

In  the  2nd  Brigade  area  of  operations  at  0940  hours  seven  kilometers  north 
east  of  DOC  HOA  (XT625034)  A  Company,  2nd  Battalion,  14th  Infantry  apprehended 
one  VC  prisoner-of-war,  two  detainees,  one  M-16  rifle,  one  AK-47  rifle,  one 
M-79  rifle  and  a  quarter  pound  of  documents  were  evacuated  and  three  hand  grenades 
destroyed. 

In  the  3rd  Brigade  area  of  operations  at  0858  hours,  3*5  kilometers  south- 
east'of  DAU  TIENG  (XT510424)  D  Company,  65th  Engineer  detonated  one  anti-tank 
mine  resulting  in  one  US  wounded.  At  1130  hours  the  DAU  TIENG  Base  Camp  received 
seven  107mm  rockets  resulting  in  two  trucks  and  one  jeep  being  damaged.  At  j0G0 
hours,  three  kilometers  northeast  of  THANH  AN  (XT541401)  D  Company,  1st  Battalion 
27th  Infantry  engaged  10  enemy's  with  small  arms,  automatic  weapons,  and  81mm 
mortars.  One  enemy  was  killed  and  one  AK-47  rifle  was  captured. 

Team  # 12,  F  Company,  50th  Infantry  lo  cated  3,5  kilometer  east  of  BOA  DON 
(AT5293A2)  engaged  an  unknown  nunfoer  of  NVA  with  small  arms,  automatic  weanons, 
and  claymore  resulting  in  tws  NVA  killed,  two  AK-47  rifles  and  one  pound  of 
documents  captured. 


23  January 


In  the  1st  Brigade  area  of  operations  A  Company,  4th  Battalion,  23rd  Infantry 
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(Mechanized)  located  34  kilometers  northeast  of  TAY  njlnH  (XT373554)  destroyed 
seven  hand  grenades,  430  rounds  of  small  arms  amrrunition  and  one  M-73  (LAW) 
at  1115  hours.  In  addition  a  quarter  pound  of  documents  were  cAptursd. 

At  0130  hours  FSB  SEDGWICK  (XT245308)  received  24  rounds  of  02mm  fire 
resulting  in  one  US  wounded.  Fire  was  returned  with  81mm  and  artillerj ,  At 
1615  hours  six  kilometers  southeast  of  TAY  NINH  (XT120320)  C  Corqpany,  4th 
Battalion,  9th  Infantry  engaged  the  enemy  with  automatic  weapons  and  rockets 
resulting  in  throe  eneny  kills. 

In  the  2nd  Brigade  area  of  operations  the  CU  CHI  Base  Camp  received  one 
Hoi  Chanh.At  1000  hotomsss  At  1300  hours  the  CU  CHI  Base  Camp  (XT650150) 
received  two  75mn  rounds  and  small  arms  fire.  The  result  was  two  US  wounded, 

A  Company,  2nd  Battalion,  14th  Infantry  had  a  long  day  today.  At  0820 
hours  four  kilometers  northeast  of  BA I  TROI  (XT562075)  they  detonated  one 
booby  trapped  105  round.  The  result  was  three  US  wounded.  At  0824  in  the  same 
genera  area  63075)  this  same  company  engaged  three  enemy  with  organic 
weapons  resulting  in  one  enemy  killed  and  one  carbine  captured.  Once  again 
in  the  same  general  area  (XT563076)  this  same  company  detonated  a  booby  trapped 
hand  grenade  resulting  in  one  US  wounded.  This  was  at  0955  hours.  At  1332 
hours  this  company  in  the  same  general  area  (XT563078)  engaged  two  enemy  with 
small  arms  and  automatic  weapons.  One  AK-47  was  captured.  At  1430  hours 
they  located  (XT563080)  two  one  day  old  eneny  and  captured  three  pounds  of 
documents  and  five  pounds  of  medical  supplies.  At  1050  hours  once  again  in  the 
same  area  (XT563080)  members  of  k  Company  received  an  unknown  number  of  enemy 
small  arms  fire.  They  returned  the  fire  with  small  arms  and  automatic  weapons 
resulting  in  two  enemy  killed  and  one  AK-47  rifle  captured.  No  USlosses  were 
suffered  in  this  encounter.  At  1605  hours,  six  kilometers  north  of  DUC  HOA 
(XT582034)  the  CRIP  of  the  2nd  Battalion,  14th  Infantry  engaged  four  enemy 
with  small  arms  and  automatic  weapons  resulting  in  two  eneny  kills  and  two 
prisoners-of-war.  One  Ak-47  rifle  was  captured. 

At  0926  hours  2.5  kilometers  south  of  TRANG  BANG  (XT492163)  A  Company, 

2nd  Battalion,  27th  Infanbzy  captured  two  SKS  carbine.  At  1035  hours  seven 
kilometers  east  of  TRANG  BANG  (XT563180)  this  same  unit  apprehended  one  prisoner- 
of-war  and  captured  one  M-79,  They  later  engaged  one  enemy  with  small  arms 
and  automatic  weapons  resulting  in  one  eneny  killed  and  one  AK-47  captured. 

At  1955  hours  one  kilometercnorthwes#  of  TRUNG  LAP  (XT5 71228)  C  Company,  2nd 
Battalion,  27th  Infantry  detonated  one  booby  trapped  hand  grenades  resulting 
in  two  US  being  wounded. 

In  the  3rd  Brigade  area  of  operations  at  1218  hours  Fire  Support  Base 
MALONE  (XT537378)  came  under  mortar  attacks.  They  received  20  rounds  of 
82mm  mortar  fire  resulting  in  two  US  captured.  They  returned  fire  with 
counter  mortar  and -artillery , 


24  January 

In  the  1st  Brigade  area  of  operations  B  Company,  4th  Battalion,  23rd 
Infantiy  (Mechanized)  located  19  kilometers  north  of  TAY  NINH  Base  Camp 
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(XT114694)  received  an  unknown  nunibar  of  enemy  small  arms  fire  that  resulted 
in  one  US  killed.  The  time  was  0930  hours.  At  1300  hours  12  kilometers  north 
west  of  00  DA  HA  (XT271316)  C  Company,  4th  Battalion,  9th  Infantry  along  with 
the  65th  Engineer  destroyed  7*126  rounds  of  small  arms  ammunition,  five  rounds 
of  M-79  ammunition,  one  hand  grenade,  and  one  claymore  mine,  At  1503  hours 
17  kilometers  north  of  TAY  NINH  base  camp  (XT135701),  Troop  C,  3rd  Squadron, 
17th  Air  Cavalry  (LOH)  received  an  unknown  number  of  automatic  weapons  rounds. 
The  results  were  one  US  wounded  and  one  LOH  damaged. 


In  the  2nd  Brigade  area  of  operations,  at  1550  hours  three  kilometers 
northwest  of  CU  CHI  Base  Camp  (XT625186)  Brigade  Headquar  rs  detonated  one 
booby  trapped  round  of  155mm  ammunition  resulting  in  one  Ui)  wounded.  At  1830 
hours  11  kilometers  north  of  CU  CHI  (XT650780)  a  242nd  ASHC  ehfuaobk  .aircraXt 
received  unknown  number  of  automatic  weapons  rounds.  Resulting  in  one  damaged 
ChaiMrtfc' 


At  1330  hours  11  kilometers  north  of  CU  CHI  (XT625186)  Company  D,  2nd 
Battalion,  14th  Infantry  received  unknown  amount  of  small  arms  fire  resulting 
in  one  US  wounded,  returning  the  / ire  killing  one  enemy.  At  1890  hours  4.  5 
kilometers  east  of  BC£  TRI  (XT575038)  B  Company,  2nd  Battalion,  14th  Infantry 
captured  two  Ak-47  rifles,  220  rounds  of  small  arms  ammunition,  a  quarter  pound 
of  documents  and  three  pounds  of  medical  supplies.  At  2305  hours  5.5  kilometers 
from  BAO  TRI  (XT583040)  the  ambush  patrol  from  this  company  engaged  20  enemy 
with  small  aims,  IFT  and  artillery  resulting  in  three  enemy  killed. 

At  1030  hours,  eight  kilometers  southwest  of  TRANG  BANG  (XT425146)  gunships 
supporting  B  Company,  2nd  Battalion,  27th  Infantry  engaged  three  enemy  with 
automatic  weapons  and  rockets  resulting  in  one  enemy  killed  and  one  enemy 
wounded  prisoner-of-war.  At  1135  hours  in  the  saito.  area  (XT423I46).  Company  B, 
2nd  Battalion,  27th  Infantry  engaged  two  eneny  with  small  arms  and  hand  grenades 
resulting  in  two  eneny  killed,  one  AK-47  rifle  destroyed,  and  one  9™  pistol 
and  one  pound  of  documents  captured.  There  were  no  US  casulties.  At  1448  hours 
in  PHU  HOA  DONG  (XT718188)  C  Company  (Bulldogs),  65th  Engineers  detonated 
one  anti-tank  mine  resulting  in  one  hilldoser  minor  damage. 


In  the  3rd  Brigade  area  of  operations  at  0800  hours  11  kilometers  south¬ 
east  of  TAY  NINH  (XT374194),  B  Company,  2nd  Battalion,  22nd  Infhntry  (Mechanized) 
detonated  an  anti-tank  mine  causing  minor  damage  to  an  APC.  12  kilometers  east 
of  TAY  NINH  (XT348452)  the  same  unit  hit  SMSfcher  anti-tank  mine  at  134-5  hours 
One  US  wff  wounded  and  the  APC  received  major  damage. 


At  1315  houra  6.5  kilometers  northeast  of  DAU  TIENG  (XT569507),  B  Company 
2nd  Battalion,  2?th  Infantry  received  an  unknown  number  of  small  arms  fire. 

They  returned  the  fire  with  small  arms  and  automatic  weapons  resulting  in  one 
NVA  killed,  one  AK-47  and  a  half  a  pound  of  ijdcuraents  captured.  At  1605  ho^s 
in  the  very  same  location  (XT569507)  the  same  unit  and  the  229th  Aviation  UHID1 
received  unknown  number  of  small  arms  rounds  which  resulted  in  minor  damage  to 
one  UHID. 


At  0720  hours  7.5  kilometers  southeast  of  BAO  DON  (XT4913H)  Team  #14, 
F  Company,  50th  Infantry  (LRP)  engaged  four  enemy  with  small  arms  killing 
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on*  enemy  and  oapturlpg,  on*  oXrbine.  At  0900  hours  7.5  kilometers  east 
of  BAO  DOM  (XT 519345)  T*an  #22  of  the  same  unit  reoeived  unknown  number  of 
•mall  arms  rounds  which  r*sult*d  in  on*  US  killed  and  two  wounded. 

25  January 

In  th*  1st  Brtgad*  area  of  operations  at  1245  hours,  eight  kilometers 
ntlth  of  TAT  NINH  Base  Camp  (XT139602),  C  Company,  4th  Battalion,  23rd  Infantry 
along  with  th*  65th  Engineer  destroyed  three  hand  grenades  and  1,000  rounds 
of  small  arms  ammunition. 

In  th*  2nd  Brigade  area  of  operations  at  130?  hours,  nine  kilometers 
southwest  of  CU  CHI  Base  Camp  (XT 584070),  gunships  supporting  0  Company,  2nd 
Battalion.  14th  Infantry  engaged  an  unknown  number  of  enemy  with,  automatio 
weapons  and  rockets  resulting  in  one  enemy  killed  and  on*  detainee  apprehended. 

At  0800  hours  six  kilometers  southwest  of  TRANG  BANG  (XT458131)  C  Company, 
2nd  Battalion,  2?th  Infantry  destroyed  one  round  of  ammunition,  three 

rounds  of  RPQ-2  ammunition  and  15  hand  grenades.  At  1215  hours  six  kilometers 
south  of  TRANG  BANG  (XT495132),  A.  Company,  2nd  Battalion,  2?th  Infantry  engaged 
on*  enemy hand  grenades  resulting  in  one  ANgmy  killed.  At  1235  hours  eight 
kilometers  southwest  of  TRANG  BANG  (XT438133)  C  Company,  2nd  Battalion,  27th 
Infantry  captured  100  pounds  of  C-4,  At  162?  hours  the  same  unit  in  th*  same 
area  (XT439133)  destroyed  on*  booby  trapped  8lmm  round  of  ammunition.  At  1600 
hours  the  CRIP  2nd  Battalion,  27th  InfantWtipaptursd  on*  AK-4?  rifle,  50  rounds 
of  small  arms  ammunition  and  fire  rounds  of  medioal  supplies  four  kilometers 
east  of  CU  CHI  Base  Camp  (XT707177). 

In  the  3rd  Brigade  area  of  operations  at  1010  hours,  four  kilometers 
south  of  DAU  TIENG  (XT49349)  the  Soout  Platoon,  2nd  Battalion,  22nd,  Jnfftiatiy 
(Mechanised),  oaptured  100  pounds  of  explosives  TNT.  At  1036  hours  3*5  kilo* 
metsrs  southwest  of  DAU  TIENG  (XT500422)  one  Soout  Platoon  APC  detonated  an 
anti-tank  mine  resulting  in  one  US  wounded  and  on*  APC  that  reoeived  major 
damage.  At  0855  hours  four  kilometers  southeast  of  DAU  TIENG  (XT512425)  A 
CMpOdy.  2nd  Battalion,  22nd  Infantry  (Meohsdgited)  detonated  an  anti-tank  mine 
resulting  in  one  U3  being  wounded. 

At  0820  hours,  eight  kilometers  southwest  of  GO  DA  HA  (XT345189)  Troop  B, 

3rd  Squadron,  4th  Cavalry  and  Troop  D  (Aerorifles)  3rd  Squadron,  4th  Cavalry 
also  C  CornMRf  1  4th  Battalion,  9th  Infantry  together  with  flphi  reoeived  on 
unknown  number. of  small  arms  automatio  weapons,  R.P.G.  and  60mm  fire.  Elements 
returned  the  fire  with  small  arms,  automatio  weapons,  and  K-79  firs.  Two  NVA 
were  killed  and  on*  wounded  NVA  taken  as  a  prisoner-of-war.  One  AK-4?  rifle 
and  two  hand  grenades  were  oaptured,  At  0930  hours,  four  kilometers  southwest 
of  GO  DA  HA  (XT350223)  B  Troop,  3rd  Squadron,  4th  Cavalry  detonated  one  am^i-tank 
mine  resulting  in  one  damaged  APC  at  1640  hours  in  the  same  location  (XT352226) 

A  Troop,  3rd  Squadron,  4th  Cavalry  detonated  one  anti-tank  siine  resulting  in  two 
US  wounded  and  one  APC  destroyed. 
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26  January 

In  the  1st  Brigade  area  of  operations  there  were  no  significant  actions 
to  take  plaoe. 

In  the  2nd  Brigade  area  of  operations,  at  1005  hours  six  kilometers 
north  of  TRANG  BANG  (XT502250)  a  65th  Engineer's  jeep  detonated  one  anti-tank 
mine  resulting  in  two  US  wounded  and  one  jeep  destroyed.. 

At  0700  hours  fire  kilometers  east  of  BAO  THAI  (XT577034)  B  Company,  2nd 
Battalion,  14th  Infantry  destroyed  seven  booby  trapped  105mm  rounds  and  captured 
two  AK-4?  rifles,  one  RPG-2  rooket  launcher,  24  RPG  boosters,  six  anti-tank  mines 
44  hand  grenades,  six  rounds  of  M-79  ammunition  and  five  pounds  of  medioal  supplies 
Latter  at  0920  hours  they  apprehended  one  detainee  at  (XT576034),  At  1120  hours 
they  oaptured  25  pounds  of  documents  (XT581Q23),  At  12 30  hours  they  detonated 
one  booby  trapped  hand  grenade  at  (XT520280).  Three  US  were  wounded.  At  1625 
seven  kilometers  south  of  BAO  TRAl  (XT527034)  this  same  unit  apprehended  one 
enemy  prisoner.  Shortly  thereafter  the  element  detonated  two  anti-personnel 
mines  resulting  in  seven  US  wouijded. 

At  1030  hours,  eight  kilometers  south  of  TRANG  BANG  (XT560114)  B  Company, 

2nd  Battalion,  27th  Infantry  engaged  two  enemy  with  small  arms  and  automatic 
weapons  resulting  in  two  enemy  killed.  At  1211  hours  13  kilometers  southwest 
of  TRANG  BANG  (XT438082)  the  CRIP,  2nd  Battalion,  2?th  Infantry  detonated  one 
anti-personnel  mine  resulting  in  one  US  wounded.  At  1500  hours  four  kilometers 
southwest  of  TRANG  BANG  (XT451164)  C  Company,  2nd  Battalion,  27th  Infantry 
engaged  two  enemy  with  small  arms  and  automatic  weapons  resulting  in  one  enemy 
killed  and  orfe  prisoner.  At  2300  hours,  2.5  kilometers  southwest  of  TRANG  BANG 
(XT46?157)  C  Company,  2nd  Battalion, -27th  Infantry  received  an  unknown  number  of 
small  arms  rounds  and  automatic  weapoms  fire  resulting  in  one  US  killed.  Returing 
the  fire  with  small  arms,  and  automatic  weapons,  artillery,  and  light  Fire  Teams 
resulted  ir.  two  Sftemy  killed  and  one  AK-4?  rifle  captured. 

At  1250  hours  three  kilometers  northeast  of  TRANG  BANG  (XT 531218)  B  Company, 
2nd  Battalion,  12th  Infantry  apprehended  three  enemy  prisoners-of-war  and 
captured  two  AX-4?  rifles,  ons  carbine,  and  one  pound  of  documents,  in  the 
same  area  (XT52521?),  At  1300  hours  C  Company,  2nd  Battalion,  12th  Infantry 
apprehended  two  NVA  prisoners-of-war  and  captured  one  AK-4?  rifle,  one  tape 
recorder,  three  pounds  of  medical  supplies  and  five  pounds  of  documents,  at 
1335  hours  in  the  same  area  (XT 525216)  the  Same  unit  engaged  seven  enemy  with 
small  arms  and  automatic  weapons  resulting  in  three  enemy  killed,  and  four 
prisoners-of-war. 

At  0900  hours,  one  kilometer  northwest  of  TRUNG  LAP  (XT 585223)  C  Company, 

1st  Battalion,  5th  Infantry  (Mechanized)  detonated  one  anti-tank  mine  resulting 
in  one  US  being  killed. 

In  the  3rd  Brigade  area  of  operations  at  1008  hours  the  DAU  TIENG  Base 
Camp  received  two  122ram  rockets  and  seven  107mm  rockets  resulting  in  one  US 
being  killed. 
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At  0155  hours  ssvsn  kilometers  southwest  of  QO  DA  HA  (XT350190)  B  Troop, 

3rd  Squadron,  4th  Cavalry  oombined  with  C  Company,  4th  Battalion,  9th  Infantry 
received  ten  2078m  ■  rookets  and  an  unknown  amount  of  small  arms,  automatio 
weapons,  RPQ,  and  75mm  fire  fesulting  in  two  US  killed  and  seven  wounded.  The 
defenders  returned  the  fire  with  small  arms,  automatic  weapons,  M«?9,  gunships, 
artillery,  and  •’Spooky**,  ThWr  resulted  In  15  NVA’s  killed  and  three  prisoners- 
of-war,  In  addition  35  hand  grenades,  15  rounds  of  RPG-7  ammunition  and  11  rounds 
of  RPG-2  ammunition  were  destroyed.  Three  AK-47  rifles  were  captured. 

27  January 

In  the  1st  Brigade  area  of  operations,  at  0950  hours  five  kilometers 
southeast  of  TAY  NINH  (XT28?488)  the  Flame  Platoon,  4th  Battalion,  23rd  Infantry 
destroyed  one  round  of  RPG-2  ammunition.  At  1125  hours  12  kilometers  east  of 
TAY  NINH  (XT360475).  A  Company,  4th  Battalion,  23rd  Infantry  along  with  the 
65th  Engineer  destroyed  one  round  of  60mm  ammunition.  At  0945  hours  12  kilo¬ 
meters  northwest  of  GO  DA  HA  (XT257309),  B  Company,  4th  Battalion,  9th  Infantry 
destroyed  two  rounds  of  105  ammunition.  At  1340  hours  this  same  unit  near 
the  same  location  (XT269322)  along  with  the  65th  Engineer  destroyed  10  hand 
grenades,  three  RPG-2  rounds  and  one  M-?2  IAW.  At  1610  hours  12  kilometers 
south  of  TAY  NINH  (XT143336)  C  Company  (L0H) ,  3rd  Squadron.  l?th  Air  Cavalry 
received  an  unknown  number  of  small  arms  rounds.  Returning  the  fire  with  a 
light  Fire  Team  and  an  Air  strike  resulted  in  two  enemy  killed. 

In  the  2nd  Brigade  area  of  operations,  at  1155  hours  four  kilometers  west 
of  the  MtJSHRQOM  (XT538302)  the  CRIP,  2nd  Battalion,  27th  Infantry  engaged  two 
enemy  with  small  arms  and  automatio  weapons  fire  resulting  in  one  enemy  killed 
and  onr  wounded  enemy  taken  prisoner.  At  1503  hours  sight  kilometers  south  of 
TRANG  BANG  (XT449113/  C  Company,  '2nd  Battalion,  27th  Infantry  detonated  one 
booby  trapped  round  of  60mm  ammunition  resulting  in  oneUS  wounded.  At  1553 
hours  this  same  unit  in  the  same  general  area  (XT449132)  destroyed  one  booby 
trapped  105mm  round.  At  1215  hours  six  kilometer  west  of  TRANG  BANG  (XT482258) 

A  Company,  2nd  Battalion,  12th  Infantry  engaged  two  enemy  with  small  anne 
and  automatio  weapons  resulting  in  two  enemy  killed. 

In  the  3rd  Brigade  area  of  operations  at  0110  hours  the  DAU  TIENG  (XT490479) 
received  fire.  Twenty  two  rounds  of  82mm,  four  rounds  of  75mm  and  an  unknown 
amount  of  small  arms  came  in  resulting  in  one  US  killed,  three  were  wounded. 

28  January 

There  was  little  activity  in  the  1st  Brigade  area  of  operations. 

In  the  2nd  Brigade  area  of  operations  at  0050  hours  five  kilometers  east 
of  BOA  TRAI  (XT574044),  B  Company,  2nd  Battalion,  14th  Infantry  received  and 
unknown  number  of  small  arms  and  RPG  fire  resulting  in  two  US  killed  and  four 
wounded.  They  returned  the  fire  with  small  arms,  automatic  weapons,  8lma 
mortars,  artillery,  light  Fire  Teams  and  counter  mortar  resulting  in  one  enemy 
killed,  200  rounds  of  small  arms  ammunition,  three  hand  grenades,  four  rifle 
grenades  and  seven  RPG-2  rounds  destroyed.  At  1110  hours  six  kilometers  north¬ 
east  of  DUC  HOA  (XT625018)  E  Company,  2nd  Battalion,  14th  Infantry  engaged 
one  enemy  with  hand  grenades  killing  one  enemy.  In  addition  one  AK-47  rifle, 
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one  M-16  rifle,  end  15  pounds  of  doouments  were  captured.  This  same  unit 
at  the  seme  looation  vXT546073)  »t  1330  hours  engaged  two  enemy  with  hand 
grenades  resulting  in  two  enemy  killed  and  one  hand  grenade  destroyed.  At 
1330  hours  3*5  kilometers  northeast  of  BOA  IRAI  (XT546073)  the  2nd  Battalion, 

14th  Infantry  received  two  Hoi  Chanhs. 

At  1123  hours  six  kilometers  southwest  of  TRANG  BAiG  C  Company,  2nd  Battalion 
27th  Infantry  destroyed  two  booby  trapped  ban-1  grenades  and  one  booby  trapped 
round  of  60mm  ammunition.  At  1310  hoirs  eight  kilometers  southwest  of  TRaNG 
BANG  the  Scout  Platoon,  2nd  Battalion,  27th  Infantry,  captured  100  pounds  of 
explosives  (TNT). 

At  1000  hours  five  kilometers  southwest  of  CU  CHI  Base  Camp  (XT610118), 

A  Company  (Tank),  2«d  Battalion,  34th  Armor  detonated  one  anti-tank  mine 
resulting  in  one  moderately  damaged  tank,  At  1315  hours  .six  kilometers  north¬ 
east  of  CO  CHI  Base  Camp  (XT6962O8),  CRIP,  4,  id  Battalion,  34th  armor  destroyed 
six  rounds  of  RPG-2  ammunition  aid  three  rounds  of  32mm  ammunition.  In  addition 
one  SKS  carbine  was  captured. 

At  1145  hours  seven  kilometers  northeast  of  TRANG  BANG  (XT546239)»  C  Company, 
2nd  Battalion,  12th  Infantry  apprehended  three  prisoners-of-war  and  destroyed 
three  hand  grenades.  At  1150  hours  eight  kilometers  northeast  of  TRANG  BANG 
(XT556249),  A  Company,  2nd  Battalion,  12th  Infantry  located  eight  dead  enemy 
and  destroyed  one  round  of  8W  ammunition  and  one  round  of  81mm  ammunition. 

In  the  3rd  Brigade  area  of  operations  at  0945  hours  nine  kilometers  north¬ 
west  of  BAO  DON  A  and  C  Compands,  2nd  Battalion,  22nd  Infantry  (Mechanised), 
received  an  unknown  amount  of  small  arms  fire,  automatic  weapons  and  RPG  rounds 
resulting  in  two  DS  killed,  two  D3  wounded  and  one  APC  destroyed.  They  returned 
the  fire  with  small  arms,  automatic  weapons,  and  light  Fire  Team,  artillery,  and 
air  strikes.  One  51  caliber  machine  gun,  two  RPG-2  rocket  launchers,  four  AK-47 
rifles,  one  light  machine  gun  and  three  M-l6  rifles  were  destroyed.  One  AK-47 
rifle,  one  RPG-2  rocket  launcher,  and  one  light  machine  gyui  were  captured.  At 
1155  hours  two  kilometers  east  Of  THANH  AN  (XT 555382),  D  Company,  2nd  Battalion, 
27th  Infantry  destroyed  1,500  pounds  of  rice  and  one  telephone  (TA31)  was 
captured. 


29  January 

In  the  1st  Brigade  area  of  operations  there  was  no  significant  action 
to  take  place. 

In  the  2nd  Brigade  area  at  1145  hours  three  kilometers  northwest  of  TRANG 
BANG  (X.T47021 0)  C  Company,  65th  Engineers  detonated  one  anti-tank  mine  resulting 
in  one  moderately  damaged  bulldozer. 

In  the  3rd  Brigade  area  of  operations  at  1425  hours  four  kilometers  north¬ 
west  of  BAO  DON  (XT357380)  C  Company,  2nd  Battalion,  22nd  Infantry  captured 
2  RPG-2  rocket  launchers,  one  JO  caliber  machine  gun,  two  M-16  rifles,  and 
one  60mm  mortar.  They  destroyed  18  rounds  of  RPG-2  ammunition,  900  rounds 
of  small  arms  ammunition  and  five  rounds  of  82mm  ammunition.  At  2004  hours 
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three  kilometers  northeast  of  BAO  DON  (XT456378)  A  Conpany,  2nd  Battalion, 

22nd  Infantry  engaged  one  eneny  with  small  arras  and  automatic  weapons 
resulting  in  one  wounded  enei^jr  soldier. 

30  January 

In  the  1st  Brigade  area  of  operations,  B  Conpany,  4th  Battalion,  9th 
Infantry  destroyed  two  hand  grenades,  100  rounds  of  small  arms  amiiunitions 
and  five  pounds  of  documents  were  captured,  all  this  yook  place  11  kilo¬ 
meters  northwest  of  00  DA  HA, 

At  1313  hours  one  kilometer  sctHihwest  of  TRANG  BANG  (XT442117) ,  D 
Company,  2nd  Battalion,  27th  Infantry  captured  39  rounds  of-  82mm  amnunition 
At  1417  hours  5.5  kilometers^  southeast  of  TRANG  BANG  (XT446144)  B  Company, 

2nd  Battalion,  27th  Infantry  destroyed  two  booby  trapped  hand  grenades. 

At  0012  hours  200  meters  north  of  BA  BEP  Bridge  (XT782136)  an  APC 
of  the  2nd  Battalion,  34th  Armor  engaged  one  sanpan  with  a  light  Fire 
Team  resulting  in  one  sampan  destroyed.  At  O929  hours  1.5  kilometers  north¬ 
east  of  BAU  DIHN  (XT574178)’  B  Company,  1st  Battalion,  5th  Infantry  (Mechanized) 
detonated  one  anti-tank  mine  resulting  in  one  damaged  APC, 

In  the  3rd  Brigade  area  of  operations,  4.5  kilometers  northeast  of 
GO  DA  HA  (XT405295)  CRIP,  2nd  Battalion,  22nd  Infantiy  (Mechanized)  received 
an  unknown  number  of  small  arms  ammunition  rounds  and  RPG  fire.  One  US 
was  wounded  and  two  APCs  were  destroyed.  Returning  the  fire  with  small  arms 
automatic  weapons,  artillery,  and  a  light  Fire  Team  two  enemy's  were  killed. 

At  1500  hours  8.5  kilometers  northwest  of  BAO  DON,  C  Company,  2nd  Battalion, 

22nd  Infantry  (Mechanized)  located  five  eneny  bodies. 

At  0950  hours  FSB  MALONE  (XT538375)  received  30  rounds  of  82mm  fire 
resulting  in  one  US  killed  and  one  US  being  wounded.  At  1115  hours  1,5 
kilometers  southeast  of  THANH  AN  (XT544610)  C  Conpany,  let  Battalion,  27th 
Infantry  located  one  enemy  dead  and  one  claymore  mine. 

31  January 

In  the  1st  Brigade  area  of  operations  at  1300  hours  13  kilometers 
northeast  of  TAY  NINH  (XT365546)  B  Conpany,  4th  Battalion,  23rd  Infantry 
(Mechanized)  destroyed  seven  rounds  of  60mm  amnunition. 

In  the  2nd  Brigade  area  of  operations  at  1200  hours  three  kilometers 
south  of  BAO  TAI  (XT524014)  C  Company,  2nd  Battalion,  14th  Infantry  detonated 
one  booby  trapped  hand  grenade  resulting  in  one  US  wounded.  At  1330  hours 
in  the  same  vicinity  (XT522017)  the  same  company  destroyed  four  rounds  of 
82nun  ammunition. 

At  1155  hours  eight  kilometers  southv«st  of  TRANG  BANG  (XT439134),  B 
Conpany,  2nd  Battalion,  27th  Infantry  located  one  dead  enemy.  At  1340  hours 
this  same  unit  located  five  kilometers  south  of  TRANG  BANG  (XT448111)  detonated  one 


118 


CONFIDENTIAL 


CONFIDENTIAL 


booby  trapped  hand  grenade  resulting  in  one  US  wounded.  At  1030  hours 
four  kilometers  northeast  of  CU  CHI  Base  Camp  (XT?6ll82)  CRIJ,  2nd  Battalion, 
2?th  Infantry  located  two  dead  enemy  and  destroyed  10  rounds  of  RPG-7 
ammunition,  two  rounds  of  RPG-2  as»wnit4.on,  450  rounds  of  small  arms  ammunition 
and  they  captured  one  60mm  mortur.  At  1420  hours  five  kilometers  northeast  of 
the  CU  CHI  Base  Camp  (XT695205)  this  same  unit  captured  one  82mm  mortar,  three 
rounds  of  82mm  ammunition,  one  round  of  RPG-2  ammunition  and  one  hand  grenade. 

At  1145  hours  6,5  kilometers  southeast  of  BAO  DOU  (XT49730?),  A  Company, 

2nd  Battalion,  12th  Infantry  received  an  unknown  numbei  of  small  arms  fire, 
but  no  casualties  were  suffered.  They  returned  the  fire  with  small  arms, 
and  air  strikes  resulting  in  one  NVA  killed,  and  one  wounded  HVA  taken  prisoner. 
They  destroyed  600  pounds  of  rice  and  captured  one  AK-47  rifle,  one  pistol, 
one  carbine,  six  bicycles  and  two  pounds  of  documents. 

In  the  3rd  Brigade  area  of  operations,  at  2051  hours  three  kilometers 
west  of  DAU  TIF'Ct  (XT450458)  B  Company  engaged  unknown  number  of  enemy  with 
small  arms  and  automatic  weapons  resulting  in  one  enemy  being  killed  and 
one  AK-47  rifle  was  captured, 

C.  Combat  Aviation  Support  Operations,  See  TAB  H, 

D.  Personnel,  See  TaB  C, 

S,  Principle  Command  and  Staff.  See  TAB  C, 

F,  Organization,  See  TAB  E, 

G,  Training.  See  TAB  E, 

H,  Intelligence  and  Security  See  TAB  D, 

I,  Logistics  See  TAB's  F  and 

J,  G-5  Activities,  See  TAB  G, 

K,  Signal  Activities,  See  TAB  J, 

L,  Engineer  Activities,  See  TiB  I, 

2,  (C)  Section  2,  Lessons  Learned*  Commander's  Observations,  Evaluations, 

and  Recommendations, 

A,  Personnel, 

(1)  Personnel  and  administration,  See  TAB  C,  page  3» 

(2)  Personnel  replacement/departure,  See  TAB  I,  page  3» 

(3) /  Promotions  to  E-5  and  E-6.  See  TAB  I,  page  3» 
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(4)  Combat  Engineer  soldiers  desire  and  deserve  a  badge  similar  to 
the  CXB  for  their  branch,  See  TAB  I,  page  3# 

(5)  Ammunition  qualified  personnel.  See  TAB  K,  page  16, 

(6)  Dificulty  of  obtaining  rome  -UDSa ,  See  TAB,  0,  page  L. 

(?J  Maeimum  number  of  personnel  forward.  See  TAB  0,  page  1. 

B.  Operations 

(1}  Control  of  UG-i  Door  Gunners.  See  TAB  H,  page  1, 

(2l  Assault  trackway,  See  TAB  I,  page  3* 

(31  Bulldozers  in  heavy  dust*  See  TAB  I.  page  3* 

(41  Tanks  authorized  to  Combat  Engineer  Units,  See  TAB  X,  page  4. 

(5)  Armored  or  heavy  vehicle  should  procede  the  command  £  ton  vehiole. 
See  TAB  I,  page  4. 

(61  Some  vehicles  should  be  equipped  with  a.  50'  rope  and  grappling 
hook*  See  TAB  I,  Page  4. 

(?)  Flank  security  for  mine  sweeps.  See  TAB  I,  page  4. 

(8)  Routs  and  time  tables.  See  TAB  I.  page  4. 

(9)  Fire  and  Maneuver.  See  TAB  I,  page  4. 

(lOj  Rome  Plow  operations.  See  TAB  I.  page  4, 

(ill  Delays  in  C-?l  (Aircrafts)  in  the  Division  TAOR.  See  TAB  K,  page  16. 

(12)  Capability  in  minimizing  damage  and  loss..  See  TAB  K,  page  16. 

<• 

(13)  Salvage  Collection  Operations.  See  TAB  K,  page  17. 

(141  Enemy  Booby  Traps.  See  TAB  M,  page  1. 

(L5)  Control  of  supporting  Arms.  See  TAB  M,  page  1, 

(16)  Movement  of  AECs.  See  TAB  M,  page  2. 

(17)  Dismounted  Movement.  See  TAB  M,  page  2. 

(18)  Security  on  Laager  Sites.  See  TAB  M,  page  2. 

(19)  Highway  Operations.  See  TAB  M,  page  2. 

(£Q)  Command  aid  Control.  See  TAB  N,  page  1. 
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(21)  AO  Status,  See  T.,3  li,  p 1. 

(22)  Unit  or  Person  Identification,  See  TAB  V,  page  1. 

(23)  Driving  of  Armored  Personnel  Carriers  frow  within  drivers 
oompartment*  Sou  TAD  N,  page  2. 

(24)  KY-8  Secure  Set*  See  TAB  N,  page  3« 

(&5)  Detainee  Evaluation,  See  TaB  li,  page  3» 

(26)  Search  Techniques,  See  TaB  N,  page  3* 

(27) .  Company  Hard  Spots,  See  TAB  N,  page  3, 

(28)  Stuck  Vehicles,  See  TAB  0,  page  2, 

(29)  Canal  crossing.  See  TAB  0,  page  2. 

(30)  Hedgerows,  clearing  of  trip  wires.  See  TAB  4  page  2 

(31)  Use  of  CS,  See  TAB  0,  page  2, 

(32)  Use  of  V  Formations  on  road  s jeeps,  See  TAB  0,  page  3» 

(33)  Artillery  observation  from  OCA,  See  TAB  0,  page  3, 

C ,  Training 

(1)  Rigging  of  personnel  carriers  for  helicopter  assisted  recovery 
operations.  See  TAB  L,  page  6, 

(2)  M-79  Grenade  Launcher,  See  TAB  0,  page  3, 

(3)  90mm  Recoilless  Hdfle,  See  TAB  0,  page  $ 

D,  Intelligence 

(1)  Possible  terroist  activitie*«A>n  base  camps.  See  TaB  D,  page  5, 

(2)  Dissemination  of  order  of  battle  information.  See  TaB  D,  page  5, 

(3)  Use  of  0B  analysts  at  brigade  level, 

(4)  Analysis  of  agent  reports.  See  TAB  D,  page  6»- 

(5)  Recording  of  Local  Force  information.  See  TaB  D,  page  6. 

(6)  Dissemination  of  data  from  captured  documents  were  not  receiving 
wide  dissemination.  See  TAB  D,  page  6, 

(?)  Energy  indirect  fire  techniques.  See  TAB  D,  pago  7, 
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(8)  Multiple  oountor  battery  programs,  3—  T*B  D,  page  7, 

(9)  Snemy  Indirect  fire  analysis.  See  TAB  D,  pags  7, 

(10)  Cover  and  dsoaptlon  for  oommand  APCs,  See  TAB  D,  page  8* 

(11)  Erronoua  reports.  See  TAB  0,  page  4, 

(12)  Intelligence  of  the  present.  See  TaBO,  page  4, 

(13)  Enemy  mortar  and  rocket  fire.  See  TAB  0,  pagt  4-t>« 

(14)  Command  APCs,  See  TAB  0,  page  5, 

E,  Logistics 

(1)  Use  of  T-17  Membrane  for  helipads.  See  TAB  F,  page  3* 

(2)  Lack  of  repair  parts  for  low  density  items  of  equipment. 

See  TAB  I,  page  4, 

(3)  Critical  shortages  of  ■£■  ton  vehicles,  bucket  loaders  and  5  ton 
dump  trucks.  See  TAB  I,  page  6, 

(4)  Excessive  Logistical  Report  Requirments,  See  TAB  L,  page  7» 

(5)  Combat  boots.  See  TAB  M,  page  3. 

(6)  Need  for  an  AN/VRC  46  in  each  tank.  See  TAB  N,  page  8, 

(7)  Machine  gun  ammunition.  See  TAB  0,  page  5» 

(8)  Broken  torque  rods,  shackles  and  springs.  See  TAB  0,  page  $-6, 

(9)  Static  defensive  position.  See  TAB  0,  page  6, 

(10)  ASR  restriction.  See  TAB  O.page  6, 

F,  Organisation 

(1)  Substitute  of  Class  J,  See  TAB  K,page  20, 

(2)  A  need  for  a  security  squad  to  be  attached  to  each  company  of  a 
tank  battalion.  See  TAB  N,  page  5 • 

G,  Other 

(1)  500  watt  loudspeaker  i,.6unt  for  LOG  OH-6.  See  TAB  G,  page  5. 

(2)  Early  tford.  See  TAB  G,  page  5, 
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(3)  Tail  Rjtor  Servo  Deterioration.  See  TAB  H,  page  4. 

(4)  Deterioration  of  the  #2  bearing  oarbon  aeals  in  UH-1H  Heliooptera, 
See  TAB  H,  page  4. 

(5)  0H-6A  Tail  Roto  Pre-Plight  Check.  See  TAB  H,  page  4, 

(6)  XM-129  40mm  Grenade  Launcher.  See  TAB  H,  page  4, 

(7)  Mortar  Aerial  Delivery  System.  (MADS)  See  TAB  H,  page  5. 

(8)  Airborne  Communications  Consol  for  the  LOH,  See  TAB  H,  page  5» 

(9)  Ayiation.  See  TAB  K,  page  17. 

(10)  XM  51?  Artitulated  Cargo  Vehioles,  See  TAB  K,  page  17. 

(11 )  Indigenous  Rations,  See  TAB  K,  page  18, 

(12)  Milstrip.  See  TAB  K,  page  19. 

(13)  ‘Obtaining  Station  -  Type  Property.  See  TAB  K,  page  19. 

(14)  STRIP  Team,  See  TAB  K,  page  20. 

(15)  Commercial  Contractors,  See  TAB  K,  page  20. 

(16)  PSTOPfc,  See  TAB  L,  page  7  and  TAB  N,  page  7. 

(17)  Background  information  on  Kit  Carson  personnel.  See  TAB  L,  page  8 

(18)  Food  Poisoning.  See  TaB  L,  page  8, 

(19)  Medics,  See  TAB  L,  page  8, 

(2a)  MEDCAP  Operations,  See  TAB  N,  page  5. 

3,  (C)  Section  3.  Headquarters,  Department  of  the  Army  survey  information 

Escape,  Evasion  and  Survival »:  NONE 

FOR  THE  COMMaNDERi 


15  Incl 

Tab  A  through  Tab  0 


ROBERT  L.  FAIR 
Colonel,  GS 
Chief  of  Staff 
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AVPBC-W2-H  (1  Feb  69)  1st  In d 

SUBJECT i  Operational  Report  of  the  25th  Infantry  Division  for  the  Period 
aiding  J1  January  1969.  RCS  AC8FGR-65  (R-l) 

DA,  HQ  II  FFORCEV,  APO  San  Francisco  96266  9  MAR  1969 

THRUt  Commanding  General,  US  Army  Vietnam,  ATTNt  AVHGC(DST),  APO  96575 

Commander-In-Chief,  US  Army  Paoifio,  ATTNt  GPOP-IT,  APO  96558 

TOt  Assistant  Chief  of  Staff  for  Foroe  Development,  Department  of  the 
Army,  Washington,  D.C.  20310 

This  headquarters  has  asviewed  and  ooncurs  with  the  Operational  Report- 
Lessons  Learned  of  the  25th  Infantry  Division  for  the  period  ending  31 
January  1969* 

FOR  THE  COMMANDER 1 
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AVHGC-D8T  (1  Feb  69)  2d  Ind 

SUBJECT :  Operational  Report  of  the  -:5th  Infantry  Division  for  the  Period 
Ending  31  January  I9*s  RCS  CSFOR-S5  (Rl) 

HEADQUARTERS,  UNITED  STATES  ARMY..  VIETNAM,  APO  San  Francisco  96375 

TO:  Commander  in  Chief,  United  Str.tee  Army,  Pacific,  ATTN:  QPOP-DT, 

APO  96558 

1.  (U)  This  headquarters  has  reviewed  the  Operational  Report-Lessons 
Learned  for  the  quarterly  period  ending  31  January  1969  from  Headquarters, 
25th  Infantry  Division. 

2.  (U)  This  headquarters  notes  that  the  reporting  unit  failed  to  submit 
Section  2,  Lessons  Learned,  in  a  consolidated,  appropriate  format.  Co¬ 
ordination  through  the  intermediate  headquarters  has  been  effected  to  pre¬ 
clude  similar  format  errors  in  future  reports. 

3.  (C)  Comments  follow: 

a.  (C)  Reference  item  concerning  personnel  and  administration,  TAB 
C,  paragraph  2;  nonconcur.  While  it  is  recognized  that  the  observation  is 
true,  the  Infantry  Division  MTOE  does  not  meet  personnel  requirements  for 
operation  of  three  permanent  base  camps.  In  order  to  offset  this  defi¬ 
ciency  a  standardized  Division  Base  Camp  TDA  is  being  prepared  which  con¬ 
tains  minimum  essential  equipment  and  personnel  to  augment  the  MTOE.  The 
requirements  oited  in  the  evaluation  (paragraph  2b)  were  not  considered  as 
essential  base  camp  augmentation.  Most  services  mentioned  are  available 
from  assets  outside  the  Division.  As  an  example,  ice  cream  is  produced  at 
three  contract  plants  and  made  available  to  units  through  Class  1  supply 
points.  The  Post  Exchange  requirements  should  be  coordinated  through  G1 
channels  to  the  Vietnam  Regional  Exchange.  The  hold  baggage  office  at  Cu 
Chi  is  presently  under  study  by  the  Tan  Son  Nhut  Baggage  Facility,  US  Army 
Headquarters  Area  Command  (USAHAC),  for  consideration  as  a  satellite  of 
that  agency.  The  installation  coordinator  is  an  additional  duty  and  ac¬ 
tivities  supporting  installation  coordination  should  be  supplied  from  ex¬ 
isting  organic  sections. 

b.  (C)  Reference  item  concerning  terrorist  activities  on  base  camps, 
paragraph  A(l),  incloaure  to  TAB  D;  concur.  Stringent  methods  must  be 
utilized  in  control  of  indegenous  personnel  at  all  times.  This  item  will 
be  published  in  the  next  edition  of  the  U5AKV  Combat  Intelligence  Lessons. 
No  action  by  USARPAC  or  DA  is  recommended. 

c.  (C)  Reference  item  concerning  use  of  Order  of  Battle  (OB)  analysts 
at  brigade  level,  paragraph  A(3),  inclosure  to  TAB  D;  concur.  Recently 
USARV  recommended  MTOE  changes  that  provide  for  OB  personnel  at  separate 
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AVHDC-E6T  (1  Feb  69)  2d  Ind 

SUBJECT:  Operational  Report  of  tho  25th  Infantry  Division  for  tho  Period 
Ending  31  January  1969,  RCS  CSPOR-65  (Rl) 

brigade  lerel.  Theee  change*  are  undergoing  final  proceeding  at  thia  head¬ 
quarter*  and  will  shortly  be  forwarded  to  DA  for  approval.  The  Target  Ac¬ 
quisition  and  Combat  Surveillance  in  Vietnam  (TACSIV  II)  study  resulted  in 
a  reeonmendation  to  place  OB  personnel  at  brigade  level  within  divisions. 
This  item  will  be  published  in  the  next  edition  of  the  USARV  Combat  Intelli¬ 
gence  Lessons.  No  action  by  USARPAC  is  recommended.  Recommend  that  DA  con¬ 
sider  the  TACSIV  II  reeonmendation  concerning  OB  personnel  at  brigade  level 
in  the  next  review  of  division  level  TOScEs. 

d.  (C)  Reference  item  concerning  enemy  indirect  fire  techniques,  para¬ 
graph  A(7),  inclosure  to  TAB  D;  concur.  Realization  of  these  enemy  tech¬ 
niques  aids  counterbattery  program  planning.  Thia  item  will  be  published 

in  the  next  edition  of  the  USARV  Combat  Intelligence  Lessons.  No  action  by 
USARPAC  or  DA  is  recommended. 

e.  (C)  Reference  item  concerning  enemy  indirect  fire  analysis,  para¬ 
graph  A(9),  inclosure  to  TAB  D:  concur.  This  item  will  be  published  in  the 
next  edition  of  the  USARV  Combat  Intelligence  Lessons.  No  action  by  DA  or 
USARPAC  is  recommended. 

f.  (C)  Reference  item  concerning  cover  and  deception  for  command 
Armored  Personnel  Carriers,  paragraph  A(10),  inclosure  to  TAB  Dj  concur. 

The  method  is  an  excellent  example  of  tactical  deception.  This  item  will 
be  published  in  the  next  edition  of  the  USARV  Combat  Intelligence  Lessons. 
Recommend  USARPAC  disseminate  this  information  to  other  major  USARPAC  com¬ 
mands,  and  DA  disseminate  this  information  to  other  world  wide  commands. 

g.  (U)  Reference  item  concerning  107mm  mortar  cartridge  extension, 

TAB  F,  paragraph  21(2);  concur.  Requirement  for  unit  turn  in  of  subject 
items  will  be  disseminated  to  all  urits  in  USARV  -  G4  AM  monthly  informa¬ 
tion  letter  3-69.  Distribution  of  this  letter  is  made  to  the  user  level. 

No  action  required  by  higher  headquarters. 

h.  (U)  Reference  item  concerning  Airborne  Communications  Console  for 
the  Light  Observation  Helicopter  (LOU),  TAB  H,  paragraph  2a(l);  concur. 
Command  action  has  been  initiated  to  field  45  each  OH-6  communication  con¬ 
soles  at  the  earliest  possible  date.  US  Army  Electronics  Command  (USAECOM) 
is  expediting  the  shipment  of  all  parts  necessary  to  locally  fabricate  the 
consoles .  The  Floating  Aircraft  Maintenance  Facility  will  require  30 
days  to  complete  this  project  after  receipt  of  the  support  package. 

i.  (U)  Reference  item  concerning  Deterioration  of  the  #2  Bearing 
Carbon  Seals  in  UH-1H  Helicopters,  TAB  H,  paragraph  2f(2);  nonconcur. 

Proper  T53-L13  shut-down  procedures  have  been  reviewed  with  US  Army  Avia¬ 
tion  Support  Command  (USAAVSCOM)  and  published  in  USARV  Flight  Standardi¬ 
zation  Letter  69-2  dated  21  January  1969,  which  states  "For  engine  shut 
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AVHGC-DST  (1  Feb  69)  2d  Ind 

SUBJECT:  Operational  Report  of  tho  25th  Infantry  Division  for  tha  Period 
Ending  31  January  1969,  RCS  CSFOR-65  (Rl) 

down  all  T53-L13  anginas  will  ba  reduced  to  flight  idle  with  a  minimum 
beep  for  two  minutes  prior  to  turning  the  throttle  to  the  off  position." 

J.  (U)  Reference  item  concerning  0H-6A  Tail  Rotor  Pre-Flight  Check, 
TAB  H,  paragraph  2f(3);  concur.  Recommended  procedure  has  been  forwarded 
to  34th  General  Support  Group  for  inclusion  in  their  monthly  maintenance 
newsletter. 

k.  (U)  Reference  item  concerning  SM-129  40mm  Grenade  Launcher,  TAB 
H,  paragraph  2g(l);  nonconcur.  Hi  9-1090-203-12  (Operator  and  Organi¬ 
sational  Maintenance  Manual,  SM-28)  calls  for  preventative  maintenance 
inspections  on  the  40mm  Grenade  Launcher  after  1,000  and  5,000  rounds, 
and  replacement  of  the  feed  pawl  after  10,000  rounds.  The  arbitrary 
change  of  these  parts  at  2,500  rounds  would  not  be  in  the  best  interests 
of  supply  economy.  A  better  solution  to  the  problem  encountered  would 
be  to  inspect  and  replace  only  as  necessary  after  2,500  rounds  and  sub¬ 
mit  an  Equipment  Improvement  Recommendation  to  alert  Weapons  Command 
that  the  parts  are  not  meeting  design  specifications. 

l.  (U)  Reference  item  concerning  Mortar  Aerial  Delivery  System  (MADS) 
TAB  H,  paragraph  2g(2);  nonconcur  insofar  as  utilization  by  other  general 
support  aviation  units.  This  system  has  been  found  to  be  useful  in  the 
25th  Infantry  Division  Tactical  area  of  responsibility  (TAOR),  to  deliver 
ordinance  that  otherwise  cannot  be  effectively  placed  due  to  heavy  jungle 
canopy.  MADS  is,  in  some  situations,  considered  by  the  25th  Infantry  Di¬ 
vision  to  be  an  effective  substitute  for  infantry  high  angle  of  fire  weap¬ 
ons  that  cannot  be  employed  due  to  triple  overhead  canopy  jungle.  The  sys¬ 
tem  is  not  recommended  for  use  by  other  aviation  units  as  in  other  types 

of  terrain,  the  stand  off  capability  of  armed  helicopters  employing  rockets 
is  considered  an  adequate  fire  support  means. 

m.  (U)  Reference  item  concerning  personnel,  page  3,  TAB  I,  paragraph 
2A(l).  Concur  in  the  statement  that  more  information  would  be  beneficial; 
however,  advance  notification  by  this  headquarters  is  not  feasible.  The 
number,  grade  and  KOS  of  replacements  are  not  absolute  until  physical  ar¬ 
rival  of  personnel  in  this  command.  Upon  arrival,  replacements  are  assigned 
on  an  equitable  basis  in  accordance  with  assignment  priorities. 

n.  (U)  Reference  item  concerning  sorao  form  of  special  recognition  for 
Combat  Engineer  soldiers,  page  3,  TAB  I,  paragraph  2A(3);  nonconcur.  The 
establishment  of  the  combat  badge  for  other  arras  of  service  has  been  studied 
many  times  by  DA;  however,  in  order  not  to  undermine  the  prestige  of  the 
CMB  and  CIB,  such  requests  have  not  been  favorably  considered. 

o.  (U)  Reference  item  concerning  Aviation,  TAB  K,  page  17,  paragraph 
2d(l):  concur.  Action  has  been  taken  to  issue  additional  tail  rotor  dynamic 
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AVHOC-DST  (1  Feb  69)  M  lad 

SUBJECT!  Operational  Report  of  tho  25th  Infantry  Division  for  the  Period 
Ending  31  January  1969,  RCS  C8POR-65  (Rl) 

balancing  kite  received  in  RVN  subsequent  to  cut-off  date  of  this  Operational 
Report-Lessons  Learned  (ORLL).  US  Amy  Aviation  Support  Cn— and  (USAAVSOCW) 
representative  at  USAHV  Headquarters  has  been  requested  to  asoertain  if  new 
packaging  and  acceptance  procedures  are  required  for  0H-6A  tail  rotors. 

FOR  THE  CCHKANDER: 

C.  *0.  WHSON 
1LT,  ACC 

Cy  furn*  Assistant  Adjutant  General 

25th  Inf  Div 
II  FFV 
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GPOP-OT  (1  Feb  69)  3d  Xnd  (U) 

SUBJSCTt  Operational  Report  of  HQ,  25th  Inf  Dlv  for  Porlod  Ending 
51  January  1969,  ECS  CSFCR-63  (U) 

HQ,  US  Aray,  Pacific,  APO  San  Pranclaco  96558 

TO:  Aaalatant  Chief  of  Staff  for  Forca  Development,  Depart sent  of  the 
Amy,  Waehlngton,  D.  C.  20310 

This  haadquartara  haa  evaluated  aubjact  report  and  forwarding  indorae* 
BMnta  and  concura  in  the  report  aa  lodoraed. 

FOE  THE  COMMAND EE  IN  CHIEF! 


C.  1.  SHORTT 
CPT,  AOC 


Aut  AO 
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OrKanl/Ht.ion  For  Combat 


1  November 


1st.  Drl/cade 
3rd  Bn,  22nd  Inf  (-C) 

4th  Dn  (Mech),  23rd  Inf 

C,  3rd  Dn,  22nd  Inf 

B,  3rd  Sqdn,  17th  Air  Gav 
7th  Bn,  11th  Arty  (105)  (DS) 
A,  65th  Engr  Bn  (DS) 

3rd  Brigade 
1st  Bn,  2^7 th  Inf 
1st  Bn  (ifech),  5th  Inf 
2nd  Bn  (Mach),  22nd  Inf 
2nd  Bn,  77th  Arty  (105)  (DS). 

D,  65th  Engr  Bn  (DS) 

Division*  Support  Command 
725th  Mainit  Bn 
25th  Med  Bn 
25th  S  St  T  Bn 
Re  con,  4th  Bn,  9th  Inf 


2nd  Brigade 

4th  Bn,"  9th  Inf  t-ttncon) 

2nd  Bn,  14th  Inf 
2nd  Bn,  27th  Inf  (-A) 

TF  2nd  Bn,  34th  Armor  ( -B, C ) 

A,  2nd  Bn,  27th  Enf 
2nd  Bn,  12th  Inf 
1st  Bn,  8th  Arty  (105)  (DS) 

C,  65th  Engr  Bn  (DS) 

Division  Troops 
3  rd  ScfTn,  4  t’ 1  Cav 

f  Go,  uOth  Inf  (LRP) 

C,  3rd  Sqdn,  17th  Air  Cav 

25th  Avn  Bn 

65th  Engr  Bn  (-A,G,U,) 

125th  Sig  Bn 

25th  Military  Intelligende  Dot 
25th  Military  Police  Company 


II  Field  Force  Artillery  Division  Artillery 

B,  2nd  Bn,  13th  Arty  ( 105)  (GSR)  3rd  Bn,  13th  Arty  ( 155/8")  (GS) 

C,  2nd  Bn,  13th  Arty  (105)  (GSR)  B,  3rd  Bn,  13th  Arty  (GSR  2nd  Bn,  77th  Arty) 

1st  Bn,  27th  Arty  (155)  (GSR)  C,  3rd  Bn,  13th  Arty  (GSR  1st  Bn,  8th  Arty) 

2nd,  Bn,  32nd  Arty  (175/8'*)  (GSR) 

2  November 

No  Change 

J 

3  November 

The  only  change  in  the  task  organization  took  place  in  the  1st 
.rigade.  Co  Company,  3rd  Battalion,  22nd  Infantry  returned  to  its  parent 
’•iniw.  .8  Company  of  the  battalion  replaced  C  Company  as  an  independent 
unit  within  the  brigade  to  provide  security  for  the  signal  facility 
on  the  summit  of  NUI  BA  DEN  mountain. 

4  November 

The  only  change  in  the  task  organization  involved  the  1st  Brigade, 

1st  Cavalry  Division  (Air  Mobile)  with  one  cavalry  squadron,  the  1st 
Squadron,  7th  Cavalry,  coming  under  the  operational  control  of  the  division. 


CONFIDENTIAL 


Tab  A 
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5  November 


let  Brigade 
3rd  Bn,  22na  Inf  (-B) 

4th  Bn,  (Mech),  23rd  Inf 

B,  3rd  Bn,  22nd  Inf 

7th  Bn,  11th  Arty  (105)  (b3) 

A,  65th  Engr  Bn  (DS) 

1  st  Brigade ,  letCav,  jj>iy 
1st  Cavalry  Div  (A.tr  Ko.ix.lo; 

1st  Sqdn,  7th  Cav 
1st  Sqdn,  5th  Cav 
A,  1st  Sqdn,  9th  Cav 

A,  2nd  Bn,  20th  Arty  (ARA)  (DS) 

B,  1st  Bn,  21st  Arty  (105)  (DS) 
B,  1st  Bn,  77th  Arty  ( 105)  (DS) 
A,  8th  Engr. Bn  (DS) 

Division  Support  Command 
725th  I-laint  Bn 
25th  Msd  Bn 
25th  S&T  Bn 

Re  con,  4th  Bn,  9th  Inf 


II  Field  Force  Artillery 

B,  2nd  Bn,  13  th  Arty  (105)  (GSR) 

C,  2nd  Bn,  13th  Arty  (105)  (OSR) 
1st  Bn,  27th  Arty  (105)  (OSR) 

2nd  Bn,  32nd  Arty  (175/8")  (GSR) 


2nd  Brigade 

4th  Bn,  9th  Inf  (-Recon) 

2nd  Bn,  14th  Inf 
2nd  Bn,  27t.h  Inf  (W\) 

TF  2nd  Bn,  34th  Armor  («B,C) 
2nd  Bn,  12th  Inf 
1st  Bn,  8th  Arty  (105)  (OS) 
C,  65th, Eng r  Bn  (DS) 


3rd  Brigade 
1st  Bn,  27th  Inf 
1st  Bn  (Mach),  5th  Inf 
2nd  Bn  (Mech),  22nd  Inf 
2nd  Bn,  77th  Arty  (105)  (DS) 

D,  65th  Engr  Bn 

Division  Troops 
3rd  Sqdn,  4th  Cav 

F  Co,  50 th  Inf  (LRP) 

C,  3rd  Scfin,  17th  Air  Cav 
25th  Avn  Bn 
65th  Engr  Bn 
125th  Sig  Bn 

25th  Military  Intelligence  Det 
25th  Military  Police  Company 

Division  Artillery 
3rd  Bn,  13th  Arty  ( 155/8")  (GS) 

B,  3rd  Bn,  13th  Arty  (GSR  2nd  Bn,  77th  Artv) 

C,  3rd  Bn,  13th  Arty  (GSR  1st  Bn,  8th  Arty) 


6  November 


The  only  change  involved  the  addition  of  units  to  the  1st  Brigade, 
1st  Cavalry  Division  (Air  Mobile).  The  task  organization  for  this  unit 
for  the  day  was  as  follows: 


1st  Sqdn,  7th  Cav 
1st  Sqdn,  5th  Cav 
1st  Sqdn,  8th  Cav 
A,  1st  Sqdn,  9th  Cav 

A,  229th  Avn  Bn  (UHID) 

C,  229th  Avn  Bn  (UHID) 

B,  228th  Avn  Bn  (CH-47) 

A,  2nd  Bn,  20th  Arty  (ARA)  (DS) 

B,  1st  Bn,  21st  Art 7  (105)  (DS) 

B,  1st  Bn,  77th  Arty  (105)  (DS) 

C,  2nd  Bn,  19th  Arty  (105)  (DS ) 
A,  3th  Engr  Bn  (DS) 
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7  November 

No  Change 

3  November 

The  only  change  to  tho  task  organiiation  involved  the  addition  o t  B 
Battery,  let  Battalion,  30th  Artillery  (155)  **  *  direct  support  unit 
to  the  1st  Brigade,  1st  Cavalry  Division  (Air  Mobil*), 

9  November 

The  only  change  to  tho  task  organisation  occurred  within  the  2nd 
brigade.  C  Company,  4th  Battalion,  9th  Infantry  was  plaoed  under  the 
operational  control  of  the  2nd  Battalion*  12th  Infantry, 

10  November 

The  1st  Brigade,  1st  Cavalry  Division  (Air  Mobile)  returned  to  the 
control  of  its  parent  division.  In  the  2nd  Brigade,  C  Company,  4th 
Battalion,  9th  Infantry  returned  to  the  control  of  its  parent  unit  from 
2nd  Battalion,  12th  Infantry.  B  Company,  2nd  Battalion,  27th  Infantry 
was  placed  under  the  operational  oontrol  of  Task  Force  2nd  Battalion, 

34th  Armor, 

11  November 

In  the  2nd  Brigade,  B  Company,  2nd  Battalion,  27th  Infantry  returned  to 
the  control  of  its  parent  unit  from  Task  Force,  2nd  Battalion,  34th  Armor, 

In  the  3rd  Brigade,  B  Company,  1st  Battalion  ,  27th  Infantry  was  plaoed 
under  the  operational  oontrol  of  the  2nd  Battalion  (Mech),  22nd  Infantry, 

In  II  Field  Force  Artillery,  C  Battery,  1st  Battalion,  2?th  Artillery  was 
removed  from  the  control  of  its  parent  unit  and  departed  the  division  area, 

12  November 

In  the  3rd  Brigade,  B  Company,  1st  Battalion,  27th  Infantry  returned  to 
the  control  of  its  parent  unit.  In  the  2nd  Brigade,  A  Company,  2nd  Battalion 
2?th  Infantry  returned  to  the  control  of  its  parent  unit  from  Task  Force  2nd 
Battalion,.  34th  Armor  and  was  replaced  by  B  Company,  2nd  Battalion,  27th  Inf, 

13  November 

No  Change 
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14  November 

The  only  change  in  the  division  task  organization  occured  in  the  2nd  Brigad 
The  let  Platoon,  A  Company,  2nd  Battalion,  34th  Armor  was  placed  under  the 
operational  control  of  the  5th  Battalion,  9th  Infantry. 

1 5  November 

?he  only  change  in  the  task  organization  involved  the  2nd  Brigade  when  the 
let  Flatoon,  A  Company,  34th  Armor  returned  to  the  control  of  its  parent  unit. 

16  November 


No  Change 
17* November 
No  Change 
18  November 


1st  Brigade 
3rd  Bn,  22nd  Inf  (-B) 

4th  Bn  (Mech),  23rd  Inf 
B,  3rd  Bn,  22nd  Inf 
B,  3rd  Sqdn,  17th  Air  Cav 
7th  Bn,  11th  Arty  (105)  (DS) 

A,  65th  Engr  Bn  (DS) 

3rd  Brigade 

1st  Bn,  27th  Inf  (-1  Pit  D) 

1st  Bn  (Mech),  5th  Inf  (-C) 

2nd  Bn  (Mech),  22nd  Inf 
A,  4th  Bn,  9th  Inf 
D,  4th  Bn,  9th  Inf 
1  Pit  D,  1st  Bn,  l^th  Inf 
2nd  Bn,  77th  Arty  ( 105)  (DS) 

B,  65th  Engr  Bn  (DS) 

Division  Troops 
3rd  SJjdn,  4th  Cav 

P  Co,  50th  Inf  (LRP) 

C,  3rd  Sqdn,  17th  Air  Cav 
25th  Avn  Bn 

65th  Engr  Bn  (-A,C,D,) 

125th  Sig  Bn 

25th  MLlita-y  Intelligence  Det 
25th  Military  Tolice  Co, 


A- 4 


2nd  Brigade 

4th  Bn,  9th  Inf  (-Recon,  A,D,) 

C,  1st  Bn  (Mech), 5th  Inf 
2nd  Bn,  14th  Inf 
2nd  Bn,  27th  Inf  (-A,B) 

TF  2nd  Bn,  Amor 

A,  2nd  Bn,  27th  Inf 

B,  2nd  Bn,  27th  Inf 
2nd  Bn,  12th  Inf 

1st  Bn,  8th  Arty  (105)  (DS) 

C,  65th  Engr  Bn  (DS) 

Division  Artillery 
3rd  Bn,  13th  Arty  ( 1 55/8")  (GSR) 

B,  3rd  Bn,  13th  Arty  (GSR,  2nd 

Bn,  77th  Art} 

C,  3rd  Bn,  13th  Arty  (GSR,  1st 

Bn,  8th  Arty) 

II  Field  Force  Artillery 

B,  2nd  Bn,  13th  Ally  (105)  (GSR) 

C,  2nd  Bn,  13th  Arty  (105)  (GSR) 
1st  Bn,  27th  Arty  (-C)( 1 55)(GSR) 
2nd  Bn,  32nd  Arty  (175/8")  (GSR) 

Division  Support  Command 
725th  Maint  Bn 
25th  Med  Bn 
25th  S  &  T  Bn 
Re con,  4th  Bn,  9th  Inf 

m 
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19  November 


Jjt  Brigade 
3rd  Bn,  22nd  Inf  (-B) 

4th  Bn  (Meoh),  23rd  Inf 
B,  3rd  Bn,  22nd  Inf 
B,  3rd  Sqdn,  17th  Alp  Cav 
7th  Bn,  11th  Arty  (105)(DS) 

A,  65th  Engr  Bn  (DS) 

3rd  Brigade 
4th  Bn,  9th  Inf  (-C) 

1st  Bn,  2?th  Inf 
2nd  Bn  (Mech),  22nd  Inf 
C,  4th  Bn,  9th  Inf 
2nd  Bn,  77th  Arty  (105)(DS) 

D,  65th  Engr  Bn  (DS) 

Division  Artillery 
3rd  fen,  nth  Arty  (l55/8")(GS.) 

B,  3rd  Bn,  13th  Arty  (GSR  2nd  Bn, 

77th  Arty) 

C,  3rd  Bn,  13th  Arty  (GSR  1st  Bn, 

8th  Arty) 

II  field  Foroe  Artillery 

B,  2nd  Bn,  13th  Arty  (lOSj'G&R) 

C,  2nd  Bn,  13th  Arty  (105)(GSR) 
1st  Bn,  27th  Arty  (-C)(155) 

2nd  Bn,  32nd  Arty  (175/8") 


2nd  Brigade 

1st  Bn,1  (Meeh),  5th  Inf 
2nd  Bn,  14th  Inf 
2nd  Bn,  27th  Inf  (-B) 

TF  2nd  Bn,  34th  Armor 
B,  2nd  Bn,  27th  Inf 
2nd  Bn,  12th  Inf 
1st  Bn,  8th  Arty  (105)(DS) 

C,  65th  Engr  (DS) 

Division  Troops 
3rd  Sqdn,  4th  Cav 
C,  3rd  Sqdn,  17th  Air  Cav 
25th  Avn  Bn 
65th  Engr  Bn  (rA,C,D) 

125th  Sig  Bn 

25th  Military  Intelligence  Det 
25th  Military  Polloe  Co 

Division  Support  Command 
725th  Maint  Bn 
25th  Med  Bn 
25th  &  &  T  Bn 


20  November 


No  Change 
21  November 

The  only  change  in  the  task  organization  was  in  the  2nd  Brigade  where 
1st  Platoon,  A.  Company,  1st  Battalion  (MechJ,  5th  Infantry  was  placed  under 
the  operational  oontroi  of  Task  Force,  2nd  Battalion,  3**th  Armor* 


22  November 


No  Change 
23  November 


No  Change 
Ar5 
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24  November 

The  only  changes  in  tho  task  organisation  took  plaoe  in  tho  2nd  Brigade 
whtro  A.  Conqpany ,  2nd  Battalion,  14th  Infantry  was  placod  undor  tho  oporatlonal 
eontrol  of  tha  2nd  Battalion,  27th  Infantry,  and  in  tho  lat  Origado  whoro 
B  Troop,  3rd  Squadron,  17th  Air  Cavalry  rotumod  to  division  oontrol. 

25  November 


lat  Brigade 
3rd  Bn,  22nd  Inf  (-B) 

4th  Bn  (Kooh),  23rd  Inf 

B,  3rd  Bn,  22nd  Inf 

7th  Bn,  Uth  Arty  (105)(DS) 

A,  65th  Engr  Bn  (DS) 

3rd  Brigade 
4th  Bn,  9th  Inf'  (-C.) 
lat  Bn,  2?th  Inf  (-1  Pit  B) 

2nd  Bn  (Mech) ,  22nd  Inf 
C,  4th  Bn,  9th  Inf 
1  Pit,  B,  lat  Bn,  27th  Inf 
2nd  Bn,  7?th  Arty  (t05)(D3) 

D,  65th  Engr  Bn 

Diviaion  Troops 
D,  3«1  Sqdn,  4th  Cav 
F  Co,  50th  Inf  (LRP) 

B,  3rd  Sqdn,  17th  Air  Cav 

C, ,  3rd  Sqdn,  17th  Air  Cav 
25th  Avn  Bn 

65th  Engr  Bn  (**A,D,C,) 

125th  Sig  Bn 

,25th  Military  Intelligence  Dot 
25th  Military  Police  Co 


26 


§nd  Brigade 

n"  (Meoh),  5th  Inf  (-1  Pit  A) 

2nd  Bn,  14th  Inf 
2nd  Bn,  27th  Inf  (B) 

TF  2nd  Bn,  34th  Amor  (-B,C) 

B,  2nd  Bn,  27th  Inf 
t  Pit,  A,  1st  Bn  (Meoh),  5th  Inf 
2nd  Bn,  12th  Inf 
3rd  Sqdn,  4th  Cav.(-D) 
lat  Bn,  8th  Arty  (105)(D3) 

C,  65th  Engr  Bn 

Diviaion  Artillery 
3rd  fin,  13th  Arty  (l55/8")(D5) 

B,  3rd  Bn,  13th  Arty  (GSR  2nd  Bn, 

77th  Arty) 

C,  3rd  Bn,  13th  Arty  (GSR  lat  Bn, 

8th  Arty) 

II  Field  Force  Artillery 
B,  2nd  Bn,  13th  Arty  (ID5HGSR) 

C,  2nd  Bn,  13th  Arty  (105)(GSR) 
lat  Bn,  27th  Arty  (l55)(GSR) 

2nd  Bn,  32nd  Arty  (175/8")(GSR) 

Division  Support  Command 
725th  Maint  Bn 
25th  Med  Bn 
25th  S  &  T  Bn 


The  only  change  in  the  task  organisation  took  place  in  the  2nd  Brigade 
where  A  Company,  2nd  Battalion,  14th  Infantry  came  under  the  operational  control 
of  the  2nd  Battalion,  27th  Infantry  and  in  the  3rd  Brigade  where  C  Company, 

4th  Battalion  9th  Infantry  returned  to  the  control  of  its  parent  unit  from  the 
2nd  Battalion  (Mech),  22nd  Infantry  and  was  replaced  by  A  Company,  4th  Battalion 
9th  Infantry 


27  November 
No  Change 

^-6  /  35- 
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20  November 

The  only  change  in  the  task  organisation  was  in  the  3rd  Brigdc,  Tnok  organ¬ 
isation  of  the  brigade  was  as  follows* 

4th  Bn,  9th  Inf 

A,  2nd  Bn  (Mech),  22nd  Inf 
1st  Bn,  2?th  Inf  (-1  Pit  B) 

2nd  Bn  (Mech),  22nd  Inf  (-A) 

1  Pit  5,  1st  Bn,  77th  Inf 
2nd  Bn,  77th  Arty  (105)  (DS) 

D,  65th  Engr  Bn  (DS) 

29  November 

The  only  change  in  the  task  organization  was  in  the  3rd  Brigade.  Task 
organization  for  the  brigade  was  as  follows: 

4th  3n,  9th  Inf  (-A,D) 

1st  Bn,  27th  Inf  (-1  pit  B) 

2nd  Bn  (IPch),  22nd  Inf 

A,  4th  In,  9th  Inf 

B,  4th  Bn,  9th  Inf 

1  Pit  B,  1st  Bn,  27th  Inf 
2nd  Bn,  77th  Arty  (105)(DS) 

D,  65th  Bigr  Bn  (DS) 

30  November 

The  only  change  in  the  task  organization  was  in  the  3rd  Brigade.  Task 
organisation  the  brigade  was  as  follows: 

4th  Bn,  9th  Inf  (-D) 

1st  Bn,  27th  Inf  (-B) 

2nd  En  (Msch),  22nd  Inf 
D,  4th  Bn,  9th  Inf 
A,  1st  Bn,  27th  Inf 
2nd  Bn,  77th  Arty  (105)(DS) 

D,  65th  Engr  Bn  (DS) 

1  De  cember 

The  only  change  in  the  task  organization  was  in  the  2nd  Brigade  where  A 
Company,  2nd  battalion,  14th  Infantry  returned  to  the  control  of  its  parent 
unit  from  the  2nd  Battalion,  27th  Infantry. 

2  December 
No  Change 
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3  December 
No  Chang* 

4  December 
No  Chang* 

5  Dedember 
No  Chang* 

6  D*oember 


The  only  change  In  the  task  organisation  took  place  within  the  1st  Brigade 
where  D  Company,  3rd  Battalion,  22nd  Infantry  oaiae  under  the  operational 
control  of  the  4th  Battalion  (Meeh),  23rd  Infantry* 

7  December 


let  Brigade 
3rd  Bn,  22nd  Inf  (*A ) 
4th  Bn,  23rd  Inf  (Mech) 
A*  3rd  Bn,  22nd  Inf 
7th  Bn,  22nd  Inf 
A*  65th  Engr  Bn  (DS) 


3rd  Brigade 
4th  Bn,  9th  Inf  (-D) 

1st  Bn,  2?th  Inf  (-A) 

A,  2nd  Bn,  22nd  Inf  (Mech) 
2nd  Bn,  22nd  Inf  (Meeh) (9*) 

D,  4th  Bn,  9th  Inf 
A,  1st  Bn,  2?th  Inf 
2nd  Bn,  77th  Arty  (105) (DS) 

1)  65th  Engr  Bn  (D3) 


Division  Support  Command 
725th  Maint  Bn 
25th  S  &  T  Bn 
25th  Med  Bn 

II  Field  Force  Artillery 

B,  2nd  Bn,  13th  Arty  (l05)(GSR) 

C,  2nd  Bn,  13th  Arty  (105) (GSR) 
1st  Bn,  27th  Arty  (155)  (GSR) 

2nd  Bn,  32nd  Arty  (175/8") (GSR) 


2nd  Brigade 

1st  3n,  5th  Inf  (Mech) 

2nd  Bn,  l4th  Inf 
2nd  Bn,  27th  Inf  (»B) 

TF  2nd  Bn,  34th  Armor  (-B,C) 

B,  2nd  Bn,  27th  Inf 
2nd  Bn,  12th  Inf 
3rd  Sqdn,  4th  Cav  (-B) 

1st  Bn,  8th  Arty  (105)(DS) 

C,  65th  Engr  Bn  (DS) 

Division  Troops 

D,  3rd  Sqdn,  4th  Cav 

C,  3rd  Sqdn,  17th  Air  Cav 

F  Co,  50th  Inf  (LBP) 

25th  Avn  Bn 

125th  Sig  Bn 

65th  Engr  Bn  (-A.C.D) 

25th  Military  Intelligence  Det 
25th  Military  Police  Co. 

Division  Artillery 
3rd  Bn,  13th  Arty  (GSK8-/155) 

B,  3rd  Bn,  13th  Arty  (GSR  2nd  -Bn, 77th  Arty) 

C,  3rd  Bn,  13th  Arty  (GSR  1st  Bn,  8th  Arty) 
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6  December 


3rd  Bn,  22nd  Inf  (-A) 

4th  Bn,  23rd  Inf  (Meoh) 

A,  3rd  Bn,  22nd  Inf 
5th  ARVN  Marine  Bn  (DS) 

?th  Bn,  11th  Arty  (105)(DS) 

A,  65th  Engr  Bn  (DS) 

3rd  Brigade 
4th  Bn,  9th  Inf  (-D) 

1st  Bn,  27th  Inf  (-1  Pit  A) 

A,  2nd  Bn,  22M  Inf  (Mech) 
2nd  Bn,  22nd  Inf  (riech)(-A) 

D,  4th  Bn,  9th  Inf 
L  Pit  A,  1st  Bn,  27th  Inf 
2nd  Bn,  77th  Arty  (105)(D3) 

D,  65th  Engr  Bn  (DS) 

Division  Support  Command 
725th  Maint  Bn 
25th  S  &  T  Bn 
25th  Med  Bn 


2nd  Brigade 
1st  fin,  5th  Inf  (Meoh). 

2nd  Bn,  14th  Inf 
2nd  Bn,  27th  Inf  (-B,C) 

TP  2nd  Bn,  34th  Armor  (~B,C) 

B,  2nd  Bn,  27th  Inf 
2nd  Bn,  12th  Inf  (-1  Pit  D) 

3rd  Sqdn,  4th  Cav  (-D) 

1  Pit,  D,  2nd  Bn,  12th  Inf 
1st  Bn,  8th  Arty  (l05)(DS) 

C,  65th  Engr  Bn. 

Division  Troops 

D,  3rd  Sqdn ,  *4'ih  Cav 
F  Co,  5Pth  Inf  (LRP) 

C,  3rd  Sqdn,  l?th  Air  Cav 
25t  Avn  Bn 
125th  big  Bn 


Division  Artillery 
3rd  Bn,  13th  Arty  (155/8")(GS) 

B,  3rd  Bn,  13th  Arty  (GSR  2nd  Bn,  77th  Arty) 

C,  3rd  Bn,  13th  Arty  (GSR  1st  Bn,  8th  Arty) 


65th  Engr  Bn  (-A,D,C,) 

25th  Military  Intelligence  Det 
25th  Military  Police  Co 


II  Field  Force  Artillery 

B,  2nd  Bn,  13th  Arty  (105)(GSR) 

C,  2nd  Bn,  13th  Arty  (105)(GSR) 
1st  Bn,  27th  Arty  (155)(SSH) 

2nd  Bn,  32nd  Arty  (175/8'*) (GSR) 


9  December 
No  Change 


10  December 


No  Change 
11  December 

The  only  change  in  the  task  organization  involved  B  Troop,  3rd  Squadron, 
4th  Cavalry  when  it  came  under  the  operational  control  of  the  2nd  Battalion 
(Mech),  22nd  Infantry, 
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12  December 


lat  Brlga_dg 
3rd  Bn,  22nd  Xnf  (-A) 

4th  Bw,  23rd  Inf  (Mech) 

A,  3rd  Bn,  22nd  Inf 
5th  AR.VN  Marina  Bn  (DS) 

7th  Bn,  11th  Arty  (105)(DS) 

A.,  65th  Engr  Bn  (DS) 

3rd  Brigade 
4th  Bn,  9th  Inf  (-D) 

1st  Bn,  27th  Inf  (-1  Pit  A) 

A,  2nd  Bn,  22nd  Inf  (Mech) 
2nd  Bn,  22nd  Inf  (Meoh)(-A) 

D,  4th  Bn,  9th  Inf 
1  Pit  A*  1st  Bn,  27th  Inf 

B,  3rd  Sqdn,  4th  Cav 
2nd  Bn,  77th  Arty  (105)(.DS) 

D,  65th  Engr  Bn 

m vision  Support  Command 
725th  Maint  Bn 
25th  3  &  T  Bn 
25th  Med  -Bn 

Division  Artillery  . 

3rd  Bn ,  1 3th  Arty  ?155/8")(GS) 

A,  3rd  Bn,  13th  Arty  (GSR  1st  Bn, 

8th  Arty) 

B,  3rd  Bn,  13th  Arty  (GSR  2nd  Bn, 

’  77th  Arty) 

C,  3rd  Bn,  13th  Arty  (GSR  ?th  Bn, 

11th  Arty) 


2nd  Brigade 

1st  Bn,  5th  Inf  (Meoh), 

2nd  Bn,  14th  Inf  (-A-) 

2nd  Bn,  2?th  Inf  (-C.D) 

TF,  2nd  Bn,  34th  Armor  (-B.D) 

C,  2nd  Bn,  2?th  Inf 
2nd  Bn,  12th  Inf  t-i  Pit  D) 

A,  2nd  Bn,  14th  Inf 

D,  2nd  Bn,  2?th  Inf 
3rd  Sqdn,  4th  Car  (-B,D) 

1  Pit  D,  2nd  Bn,  12th  Inf 
1st  Bn,  8th  Arty  (105)(DS) 

C,  65th  Engr  Bn  (DS) 

Dlvislen  Troofig. 

0,  3rd  Sqdn,  4tW  Car 
F  Co,  50th  Inf  (LRP) 

C,  3rd  Sqdn,  l?th  Air  Car 
25th  Avn  Bn 
125th  Sig  Bn 
65th  Engr  Bn  («*A,C,D) 

25th  Military  Intelligence  Det 
25th  Military  Police  Co 


ik  Bn.  t7»  J*  UMKGS*) 

2nd  Bn,  32nd  Arty  (175 /8".)(GoJl) 


13  December 


1st  Brigade 
3rd  Bn,  22nd  Inf  (-A.) 

4th  Bn,  23rd  Inf  (Mech) 

A,  3rd  Bn,  22nd  Inf 

7th  Bn,  11th  Arty  (105)(DS) 

A,  65th  Engr  Bn  (DS) 

3rd  Brigade 
4th  Bn,  9th  Inf  (-D) 

1st  Bn,  27th  Inf  (-1  Pit  A) 

A,  2nd  Bn,  22nd  Inf  (Mech) 
2nd  Bn,  22nd  Inf  (Mech)(-A) 

D,  4th  Bn,  9th  Inf 
1  Pit  A,  1st  Bn,  27th  Inf 

B,  3rd  Sqdn,  4th  Car 
2nd  Bn,  77th  Arty  (105)(DS) 

B,  65th  Engr  Bn  (DS) 


w 

A-10 


2nd  Brigade 
1st  Bn,  5th  Inf  (Mech) 

2nd  Bn,  14th  Inf 
2nd  Bn,  2?th  pif  (-C) 

TF,  2nd  Bn,  34th  Armor  (-B.C) 

C.  2nd  Bn,  2?th  Inf  ^ 

2nd  Bn,  12th  Inf  (-1  Pit  D,2Plt  C) 
3rd  Sqdn,  4th  Cav  (-B,D) 

1  Pit  D,  2nd  Bn,  12th  Inf 

2  Pits,  C,  2nd  Bn,  12th  Inf 
1st,  Bn,  dth  Arty  (105)(DS) 

Division  Troogs 
D,  3rd  Sqdn,  4th  uar 
F  Co,  50th  Inf  (LSP) 

C,  3rd  Sqdn,  17th  Air  Car 
25th  Avn  Bn 
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Division  Support  Command 

725th  Maint  Bn 
25th  S  &  T  Bn 
25th  Med  Bn. 

Division  Artillery 
3rd  Bn,  13th  Arty  (l 55/8") (GS) 

A,  3rd  Bn,  13th  Arty  (GSR  1st  Bn, 

8th  Arty) 

B,  3rd  Bn,  13th  <-rty  (GSR  2nd  Bn 

77th  Arty) 

C,  3rd  Bn,  13th  Arty  (GSR  7th  Bn 

1 1th  Arty) 


II  Field  Force  Artillery 

B,  2nd  Bn,  13th  Arty  (105) (GSR) 

C,  3rd  Bn,  13th  Arty  (105) (GSR) 
let  Bn,  27th  Arty  (155'  'GSR) 

2nd  Bn,  32nd  Arty  (175/8") (GSR) 


14  December 


1st  Brigade 
3rd  Bn,  22nd  Inf 
4th  Bn,  2'3 rd  Inf  (-1  Pit  A) 

A,  3rd  Bn,  22  Inf 

7th  Bn,  11th  Arty  (105) (DS) 

A,  65th  Engr  Bn  (DS) 

3rd  Brigade 
4th  Bn,  9th  Inf 
1st  Bn,  27th  Inf  (-1  Pit  A) 
2nd  Bn,  22nd  Inf  (M) 

1  Pit  A  1 st  Bn,  27th  Inf 
B  3rd  Sc'dn,  4th  Cav 
2nd  Bn,  77th  Arty  (105) (DS) 

D,  65th  Engr  (DS) 

Division  ^pport  Conmand 
725th  Maint  Bn 
25th  S  &  T  Bn 
25th  Med  Bn 

Division  Control 
D«  3rd  Sqdn,  4th  Cav 
F<  0.  50th  Inf  (LRP) 

C,  3rd  Sqdn,  17th  Air  Cav 

B,  65th  Engr  Bn  (GS) 


15  December 

1st  Brigade 
3rd  Bn,  22nd  Inf  (-  N 
4th  Bn,  23rd  Inf  (Mech) 

A,  3rd  Bn,  22  Inf 


2n!  Brigade 
1st  Bn,  5th  Inf  ;Mech) 

A,  2nd  Bn,  12th  Inf 
2nd  Bn,  14th  Inf  (-C) 

2nd  Bn,  27th  Inf  (-C) 

TF,  2nd  Bn,  34th  Armor  (-B,C) 

C,  2nd  Bn,  27th  Inf 
7nd  Bn,  12th  Inf  (-A,  3  Plt,,C) 

1  Pit,  Trp  '-3rd  Squad,  4th  Cav 
C  (-)  2nd  Bn  -14th  Inf 
3rd  Sqdn,  4th  Cav  (-B,  Trp, 

1  Pi  „  Trp  ■) 

1st  Bn,  8th  Arty  (105)(DS) 

C  65th  Engr.  Bn  (DS) 


II  Field  Force  Artillery 

B,  2nd  Bn,  13th  Arty  (105) 

C  2nd  Bn,  13th  Arty  (105) 

1st  Bn,  27th  Arty  (155) 

2nd  Bn,  32nd  Arty  ( 175/8") 

Division  Artillery 
3rd  Bn, "  1 3th  Arty  ( 1 5 5/8" )  ( GS) 

A  3rd  Bn,  13th  Arty  (GSR) ( 1-8) 

B  3rd  Bn,  13th  Arty  (GSR' (2-77) 

C,  3rd  Bn,  13th  Arty  (GSR) (7-1 1 ) 


2nd  Brigade 
1st  Bn,  5th  Inf  (lech) 

2nd  Bn,  14th  Inf  (-2  Pits  C) 
2nd  Bn,  27t.h  Inf  (-C) 
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TP  2nd  34th  Amor  (*£,C) 

C,  2nd  Bn,  2?th  Inf 
2nd  Bn,  12th  Inf  (-3  Pit*  C) 

2  Pits,  C  2nd  Bn,  14th  Inf 
3rd  Sqdn,  4th  Cav  (-B,D) 

3  Pits  C,  2nd  Bn,  12th  Inf 
1st  Bn,  8th  Arty  (105)  (DS) 

C  65th  Engr  (DS) 

foyce^Arti^eja 

B,  2nd  B 13th  Arty  (105) 

C,  2nd  Bn,  13th  Arty  (105) 

1st  Bn,  27th  Arty  (155) 

2nd  Bn,  32nd  Arty  075/8") 

Division  Artillery 
3rd' Bn,  13th  Arty  (1 55/8")  (GS) 

A  3rd  Bn,  13th  Arty (GSR) (1-8) 

B  3rd  Bnfc  13th  Arty  (GSR)  ( 1-8) 

C  3rd  Bn,  13th  Arty  (GSR) (7-11) 

1  f  wu  uav 

B,  65th  Engr  (GS) 

17  December 

The  only  change  in  the  task  organization  took  place  in  the  3rd  Brigade 
where  i  Platoon  from  A  Company  1st  Bn,  2?th  Inf  returned  to  the  control  of 
its  parent  unit  from  2nd  Bn,  22nd  Inf  ^Mechanized). 

18  December 

The  only  change  in  the  task  organization  took  place  in  the  2nd  Brigade 
where  2  Platoons  from  C  Company  2nd  Bn,  14th  Inf  were  placed  under  the 
operational  control  of  the  2nd  Bn,  12th  Inf, 

19  December 

The  only  change  in  the  task  organization  took  plaae  in  the  1st  -Brigade  where 
B  Troop  from  3rd  Sqdn,  4th  Cav  was  placed  under  operational  control  of  this 
brigade. 


3rd  Sqdn  4th  Cav 
7th  Bn,  11th  Arty  (105)  (DS) 
A,  65th  Engr*  (DS) 

3rd  Brigade 
4th  Bn,  9th  Inf 
1st  Bn,  27th  Inf  (-1  Pit  A) 

2nd  Bn,  22nd  Inf  (M) 

1  Pit  A,  1st  Bn,  27th  Inf 
2nd  Bn,  2?th  Arty  (105) (DS) 

D,  65th  Engr  Bn  (DS) 

Division  Support  Conroand 
725th  Maint  Bn 
25th  S  &  T  Bn 
25th  Med  Bn 


Division  Control 
D,  3rd  Sqm,  4th  Cav 
PCO,  50th  Inf  (IRP) 

l  ^  n _ 


20  December 
No  Change 


21  December 
No  Change 
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22  December 
No  Change 

23  December 

The  only  changes  in  the  task  organisation  took  place  in  the  1st  and  3rd 
Brigade,  In  the  1st  Brigade,  C  (-)  Company  from  4th  Bn,  9th  Inf  returned 
to  the  control  of  its  parent  unit.  In  the  3rd  3rigude,  B  Company  2-22  (Me oh) 
was  placed  under  the  operational  oontrol  of  1st  Bn,  2?th  Inf, 

24  Dcoember 
No  Change 

25  December 
No  Change 

26  December 
No  Change 

27  December 

2nd  Brigade 

1st  Bn,  5th  Inf  (Mech) 

2nd  3n,  14th  Inf  (-C) 

2nd  Bp,  27th  Inf 
TF  2nd  Bn,  34th  Inf  (-B,C) 

C  2nd  Bn,  l4th  Inf 
2nd  Bn,  12th  Inf  (-3  Pits  C) 

3rd  Sqdn,  4th  Cav  (-A,D) 

3  Pits  C  2nd  Bn,  12th  Inf 
1st  Bn,  8th  Arty  ( 1 05 ) (DS ) 

C.  65th  Engr  Bn  (DB) 


II  Field  Force  Artillery 
B,  2nd  Bn,  13th  Arty  (l05) 

C  2nd  Bn,  13th  Arty  (105) 
1st  Bn,  27th  Arty  (155)(-C) 
2nd  Bn,  32nd  Arty  (1 75/8") 


Division  Artillery 
3rd  Bn,  13th  Arty  (155/8"). 

A  3rd  Bn,  13th  Arty  (G3-R,  1-8) 

B,  3rd  Bn,  13th  Arty  (GBR,  7-il) 

C,  3rd  Bn,  13th  Arty  (GBR,  7-11) 


/Vi 


1st  Brigade 
3rd  Bn,  -22nd  Inf  (-A) 

4th  Bn,  23rd  Inf  (Mech) 

4th  Bn,  9th  Inf  (-A) 

A,  3rd  Sqdn,  4th  Cav 

A,  3rd  Bn,  22th  Inf  (Bde  Con) 

A,  4th  Bn,  9th  Inf  (Bde  Con) 

C  3rd  Bn,  17th  air  Cav  (DS) 
7th  Bn,  11th  Arty  (105)(D3) 

A,  65th  Engr  Bn  (DS) 

3fd  Brigade 

1st  Bn,  27th  Inf  (-1  Pit  D) 
2nd  Bn,  22th  Inf  (Mech) 

2nd  Bn,  77th  Arty  (i05)(DS) 

D,  65th  Engr  Bn  (DS) 

Division  Bupport  Command 
725th  Maint  Bn 
25th  d&TBn 
25th  Med  Bn 

Division  Control 
D,  3rd  Sqdn,  4th  Cav 
FC0,  50th  Inf  (LRPJ 

B,  65th  Engr  Bn  (GS) 
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28  Dec ember 
No  Change 

29  Deoember 


let  Brigade 
3rd  Bn,  22nd  Inf  (-A) 

4th  Bn,  23rd  Inf  (Mach) 

4th  Bn,  9th  Inf  (-A) 

A,  3rd  Sq^in,  4th  Cav 
A,  3rd  Bn,  22nd  Inf  (Bde  Con) 

Af  4th  Bn,  9th  Inf  (Bde  Con) 

C,  3rd  Bn,  l?th  Air  Cav  (DS) 

7th  Bn,  Uth  Arty  (i05)(ES) 

B,  2nd  Bn,  77th  Arty  (105) 

A  65th  Engr  Bn  (Do) 

3rd  Brigade 

1st  Bn,  27th  Inf  (-1  Pit  D) 

2nd  Bn,  22th  Inf  (Mech) 

2nd  Bn  ?7th  Arty  (105)(-B)(D3) 

D  65th  Engr  Bn  (113) 

Division  Support  Command 
725th  Maint  Bn 
25th  3  &  T  Bn 
2$th  Med  Bn 

Division  Control 

D,  3rd  oqdn,  4th  Caf 
F  Co,  5Qth  Inf  (LRP) 

B  65th  Engr  Bn  (IS) 

30  December 

The  only  change  in  the  task  organization  took  place  within  the  2nd  Brigade 
where  B  Company  from  2nd  Bn,  12th  Inf  and  A  Company  from  the  1st  Bn,  5th  Inf 
(Mech)  came  under  the  operational  control  of  the  2nd  Bn,  12th  Inf* 

31  December 

The  only  change  in  the  task  organization  was  in  the  2nd  Brigade,  Task 
organization  for  the  brigade  was  as  follows, 

1st  Bn,  5th  Inf  (Mech) 

A,  2nd  Bn,  12th  Inf 
2nd  Bn,  14th  Inf  (-C) 

2nd  Bn,  27th  Inf  (-B) 

TF  2nd  Bn,  34th  Inf  (-3,C) 

C,  2nd  Bn,  l4th  Inf 

,  2nd  Bn,  l4th  Inf  (-3  Pits  C,  a) 

B  2nd  Bn,  27th  Inf 


2nd  Brigade 
1st  Bn,  5th  Inf  (Mech) 

2nd  Bn,  14th  Inf  (-C) 

2nd  Bn,  2?th  Inf  ■ 

TF  2nd  Bn,  34th  Inf  (-B,C) 

C  2nd  Bn,  14th  Inf 
3rd  Sqdn,  4th  Cav  (-A,D) 

2nd  Bn,  12th  Inf  (-3  Pits  C) 

3  Pits  C,  2nd  Bn,  12th  Inf 
1st  Bn,  8th  Arty  (105)(D3) 

C,  65th  Engr  Bn  (DS) 

II  Field  Foroe  Artillery 

B,  2nd  Bn,  13th  Arty  (105) 

C,  2nd  Bn,  13th  Arty  (105) 

1st  Bn,  27th  Arty  (155) (-C) 

2nd  Bn,  32th  Arty  (l?5/8") 

Division  Artillery 
3rd  Bn,  13th  Arty  (155/8") 

A,  3rd  Bn,  13th  Arty  (GSR,  1-8) 

B,  3rd  Bn,  13th  Arty  (GSR,  7-il) 

C,  3rd  Bn,  13th  Arty  (GSR,  7-1 l) 
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3rd  Sqdn,  4th  Cav 

3  Pits,  C  2nd  Bn,  12th  Inf 
1st  Bn,  8th  Arty  (105)(95) 

C,  65th  Engr  Bn  (DS) 


1  January 


The  only  change  in  the  task  organisation  took  plaoe  within  Division  Artillery, 
Task  organisation  for  Division  ArtlJLlory  was  as  followsi 


3rd  Bn,  13th  Arty  (l 55/B") 

A,  3rd  Bn,  13th  Arty  (GSR,  1-8) 

B,  3rd  Bn,  13th  Arty  (GBR,  7-11) 

C,  3rd  Bn,  13th  Arty  (GSR,  Ml) 

D,  3rd  Bn,  13th  Arty  (GS) 

2  January 


1st  Brigade 
3rd  Bn,  13th  Inf  (-A) 

4th  Bn,  23rd  Inf  (Mech) 

4th  Bn,  9th  Inf  (-A) 

A,  3rd  Bn,  22nd  Inf  (Bde  Con) 

A,  4th  Bn,  9th  Inf  (Bde  Con) 

C,  3rd  Bn,  17th  Mr  Cav  (DS) 

?th  Bn,  11th  Arty  (105)(DS) 
B,  2nd  Bn,  1  7th  Arty  (105) 

A,  65t’n  Engr  Bn  (DS) 

3rd  Brigade 

1st  Bn,  27tn  Inf  (-1  Pit  B) 

2nd  Bn,  22nd  Inf  (Mech) 

2nd  Bn,  77th  Arty  ( 105) (-B) (D3 ) 

D  65th  Engr  Bn  (DS) 

Division  Support  Command 
725th  Maint  Bn 
25th  3  &  T  Bn 
25th  Med  Bn 

Division  Control 
3rd  Sqdn,  4th  Cav  f-D) 

D,  3rd  3qdn,  4th  Cav 
FCO,  50th  Inf  (LRP) 

B,  65th  Engr  Bn  (GS) 


2nd  Brigade 
1st  Bn,  5th  Inf  (Mech) 
a,  2nd  Bn,  12th  Inf 
2nd  Bn,  }4th  Inf  (-C) 

2nd  Bn,  27th  Inf 

3  Pits,  C  .2nd  Bn,  13th  Inf 
TF  2nd  Bn,  34th  Inf  (-B.C) 

C,  2nd  Bn,  14th  Inf 
2nd  Bn,  12th  Inf  (-3  Pits,  C,A) 

1st  Bn,  8th  Arty  ( 105) (DS) 

C,  65th  Engr  Bn  (DS) 

II  Field  Force  Artillery 

B,  2nd  Bn,  13th  Arty  (105) 

C,  2nd  Bn,  13th  Arty  (105) 

1st  Bn,  27th  arty  (155)(*”0) 

2nd  Bn,  32nd  Arty  (175/S") 

Division  Artillery 
3rd  Bn,  13th  Arty  (l 55/8") 

A,  3rd  Bn,  13th  Arty  (GSR,  1-8) 
3,  3rd  Bn,  13th  Arty  (GSR,  7-11) 

C,  3rd  Bn,  13th  Arty  (GSR,  7-11) 

D,  3rd  Bn,  13th  arty  (GS) 


3  January 


1st  Brigade 
3rd  Bn,  22nd  Inf  (-A) 


2nd  Brigade 

1st  Bn,  5th  Inf  (Mech)(-1  Pit  n.) 


My 


A-15 
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A,  4th  Bn,  23rd  Inf  (Mech) 

4th  3n,  23rd  Inf  (Meoh)(-A) 

4th  Bn,  9th  Inf  (-A) 

A,  3rd  3n,  22nd  Inf  (Bde  Con) 

A,  4th  Bn,  9th  Inf  (Bde  Con) 

C,  3rd  Bn,  17th  Air  Cav  (Do). 

7th  Bn,  11th  Arty  (l05)(D3) 

B,  2nd  Bn,  77th  Arty  (105) 

A,  65th  Engr  Bn 

3rd  Brigade 

1st  Bn,  27th  Inf  (-1  Pit  B) 

2nd  Bn,  22th  Inf  (Mech) 

2nd  Bn,  77th  Arty  (105)(-B)(QS) 

D,  65th  Engr  Bn  (Do) 

Division  Support  Command 
725th  Maint  Bn 
25th  5  &  T  Bn 
25th  Med  Bn 

Division  Control 
3rd  3qdn,  4th  Cav 
F  Co,  50th  Inf  (LBP) 

B,  65th  Engr  (Go) 

4  January 
No  Change 

5  January 

The  only  change  in  the  task  organisation  took  place  within  the  Second  Brigade. 
Task  organization  for  the  brigade  was  as  followsi 

1st  Brx,  5th  Inf  (Mech)(-1  Pit  A) 

A,  2nd  Bn,  12th  Inf 
D,  2nd  Bn,  2?th  Inf 
2nd  Bn,  l4th  Inf  (-C) 

2nd  Bn,  27th  Inf  (-D) 

1  Pit  A,  1st  Bn,  5th  Inf  (Mech) 

TF,  2nd  3n,  34th  Armor  (-3,C) 

C,  2nd  Bn,  l4th  Inf 
2nd  Bn,  12th  Inf  (-A) 

1st  Bn,  8th  Arty  (105)(D3) 

C,  65th  Engr  (D3) 

6  January 
No  Change 


A,  2nd  Bn,  12th  Inf 
2nd  Bn,  14th  Inf  (-C) 

2nd  Bn,  27th  Inf 

1  Pit  A,  1st  Bn,  5th  Inf  (Meoh) 
TF,  2nd  Bn,  34th  Armor  (-B.C) 

C,  2nd  Bn,  14th  Inf 
2nd  Bn,  12th  Inf  (-a) 

1st  Bn,  3th  Arty  (105)(D3) 

C,  £5th  Engr  Bn  (Do) 

II  Field  Force  Artillery 
■.B,  2nd  Bn,  13th  Arty  (105) 

C,  2nd  Bn,  13th  arty  (105^ 

1st  Bn,  27th  Arty  (l55)(fcC) 

2nd  Bn,  32nd  Arty  (175/8") 

Division  Artillery 
3rd  Bn,  13th  Arty  ( 155/8") 

A,  3rd  Bn,  13th  Arty  (GSR,  1-8) 

B,  3rd  Bn,  13th  arty  (GSR,  7-11) 

C,  3rd  Bn,  13th  Arty  (GSR,  7-11) 

D,  3rd  Bn,  13th  Arty  (Go) 


A*l6 

CONFIDENTIAL 


CONFIDENTIAL 

JmOMTy 

The  only  ohange  In  the' task  organisation  took  plaoe  within  the  First  Brigade. 
The  task  organisation  for  the  brigade  was  as  follows!. 

4th  Bn,  23rd  Inf  (Keohl 
3rd  Bn,  22nd  Inf 
4th  Bn,  9th  Inf  (-A) 

B,  2nd  Bn,  27th  Inf 

L,  3rd  Bn,  i?th  Inf  (Bde  Con) 

C,  3rd  Bn,  *17th  Air  Cav  (OS) 

7th  Bn,  11th  Arty  (105)(DS) 

A,  65th  Engr  Bn  (DS> 


8  January 


4th  Bn,  23rdxnf  (MichX-B,  Flame) 

3rd  Bn,  22nd  Inf  m 

B,  8  Flame  4th  Bn,  23rd  Inf  (Meoh) 
4th  Bn,  9th  Inf 

B,  2nd  Bn,  27th  Inf 

At  4th  Bn,  9th  Inf  (Bde  Con) 

C,  3rd  Bn,  17th  Air  Cav  (OS) 

7th  Bn,  11th  Arif  (105)(DS) 

B,  2nd  Bn,  77th  Arty  (105) 

At  65th  Engr  (OS) 

3rd  Brigade 

let  Bn,  27th.  Inf  (vl  Pit  Bj 
2nd  Bn,  22nd  Inf  (M«eh) 

2nd  Bn,  77th  Arty  (105)(-B)(DS) 

D,  65th  Engr  (DS)} 

Division  Support  Command 
725th  Maint  Bn 
25th  3.  4  T  Bn 
25th  Med  Bh 


2nd  Brigade 
1st  Bn,  5th  Inf  (Meoh) 

A,  2nd  Bn,  12th  Inf 

B,  2nd  Bn,  14th  Inf 
D,  2nd  Bn,  27th  Inf 

2nd  Bn,  1.4th  Inf  (-A,C) 

2nBf  Bn,  27th  Inf  (-B,D) 

II  Field  Force  Artillery 

B,  2nd  Bn,  13th  Arty  (105) 

C,  2nd  Bn,  13th  Arty  (105) 

Lst  Bn,  2?th  Arty  (155X-C) 

2nd  Bn,  32nd  Arty  (1 75/8") 

Division  Artillery 
3rd  Bn,  13th  Arty  055/8") 

A,  3rd  Bn,  13th  Arty  ;GSR,  1-8) 

B,  3rd  Bn,  13th  Arty  (GSR) (7-11) 

C,  3rd  Bn,  13th  Arty  (GSR,  1-8) 

D,  3rd  Bn,  13th  Arty  (GS) 


Division  Control 
3rd  Sqdn,  4th  (!av 
F  Co,  50th  Inf  (LRP) 
B,  65th  Engr  Bn  (GSj 


9  January 

The  only  change  in  the  task  organization  took  place  wiVhin  the  first  Brigade. 
The  task  organisation  for  the  brigade  was  as  follows!  ■ 


4th  Bn,  23rd  Inf  (Mech)(-B) 
3rd  Bn,  22nd  Inf 

B,  4th  Bn,  23rd  Inf  (Mech) 


.4*47 

CONFIDENTIAL 


CONFIDENTIAL 


4th  Bn,  9th  Inf  (-A) 

B,  2nd  Bn,  2?th  Inf 

L,  4th  Bn,  9th  Inf  (Bde  Con) 

C,  3rd  Bn,  17th  Air  Cav  (D3) 
7th  Bn,  11th  Arty  (105)(D3) 

B,  2nd  Bn,  7?th  Arty  (105). 

A.,  65th  Engr  Bn  (DS) 

10  January 


1st  Brigade 

4th  BnT  23rd  In'  (Mech) 

3rd  Bn,  22nd  Inf  ( -A) 

4th  Bn,  9th  Inf  (-A) 

B,  2nd  3n,  27th  Inf 

A,  4th  Bn,  9th  Inf  (Bde  Con), 

C,  3rd  Bn,  17th  Air  Cav  (DS) 
7th  Bn,  Uth  Arty  (105).(DS) 

B,  2nd  Bn,  77th  Arty  (105) 
A,  65th  Engr  (D3) 

3rd  Brigade 

1st  Bn,  27th  Inf  (-1  Pit  B) 

2nd  Bn,  22nd  Inf  (Mech) 

2nd  Bn,  77th  Ajrty  (105)(-B)(DS) 

D,  65th  Engr  Bn  (DS) 

Division  Support  Command 
725th  Maint  Bn 
25th  S  &  T  Bn 
25th  Med  Bn 


2nd  Brigade 

1st  Bn,  5th  Inf  (Meoh)) 

B,  2nd  Bn,  12th  Inf 

A,  2nd  Bn,  14th  Inf 

D,  2nd  Bn,  27th  Inf 

2nd  Bn,  14th  Inf  (-A,C) 

2nd  Bn,  2?th  Inf  (-B,C) 

TF  2nd  Bn,  34th  Armor  (-g,C) 

C,  2nd  Bn,  14th  Irif 

2nd  Bn,  12th  Inf  (-B) 

1st  Bn,  8th  arty  (105) (DS) 

C,  65th  Engr  (DS) 

II  Field  Force  Artillery 

B,  aid  Bn,  13th  Arty  (105) 

C,  2nd  Bn,  13th  Arty  (105) 
1st  Bn,  27th  Arty  (155) (-C) 
2nd  Bn,  32  Arty  (l7J$/8") 

Division  Control 
3rd  Sqdn,  4th  Cav 
F  Co,  50th  Inf  (LRP) 

B  &  E,  65th  Engr  (G5) 


11  January 


The  only  change  in  the  task  organization  took  place  within  the  Second  Brigade. 
The  task  organization  for  the  brigade  was  as  follows  1 


1st  Bn,  5th  Inf  (Mech)(-1  Pit  C) 

B,  2nd  Bn,  12th  Inf 
2nd  Bn,  14th  Inf  (-C) 

2nd  Bn,  27th  Inf  (-B) 

1  Pit  C,  1st  Bn,  5th  Inf  (Mech) 
TF,  2nd  Bn,  34th  Inf  (-B,C) 

C,  2nd  Bn,  14th  Inf 
2nd  Bn,  12th  Inf  (-B) 

1st  Bn,  8th  Arty  (105)(DS) 

C,  65th  Engr  Bn  (DS) 
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CONFIDENTIAL 

12  January 
No  Chang* 

13  January 


IjrJ^^rlgade 

4th  fin,  23ra  Inf  (Meoh) (-Sot  Pit) 

3rd  Bn,  22nd  Inf 
4th  Bn,  9th  Inf  (-A) 

Sot  Pit  4th  Bn,  23rd  Inf  (Meoh) 
B,  2nd  Bn,  27th  Inf 
A,  4th  Bn,  9th  Inf  (Bde  Con) 

7ih3S,Bliti7Art71?10*T(®> 

B,  2nd  Bn,  77th  Arty  (L05X 
A,  65th  Engr  (DS) 

3rd  Brigade 

1st  Bn,  ^th  Inf  (-A,  L  Pit  B)) 

2nd  Bn,  22nd  .Inf  (Meoh) 

2nd  Bn,  77th'Arty  (105)(-B)(DS) 

0,  65th  Sngr  Bn  (DS) 

Dlrlslon  Support  Comnand 
725th  Malnt  Bn 
25th  S  &  T  Bn 
25th  Med  Bn 


1st  B^^t^fnf *(Meoh) ( -1  Pit  C) 

B,  2nd  Bn,  12th  Inf 
2nd  Bn,  l4th  Inf  (  :) 

2nd  Bn,  27th  Inf  (-B) 

1  Pit  C,  1st  Bn,  5th  Inf  (Meoh) 
TF,  2nd  Bn,  34th  Armor  (-B.C) 

C,  2nd  Bn,  l4th  Inf 
A,  1st  Bn,  27th  Inf 
2nd  Bn,  2th  Inf  (-B) 

1st  Bn,  8th  Arty  (105)$DS). 

C  65th  Engr  (DS) 

II  Field  Foroe  Artillery 

B,  find  fin,  i 3th  Arty  (l 053 

C,  2nd  Bn,  13th  Arty  (105) 

1st  Bn,  27th  Arty  (155) (-0 
2nd  Bn  32nd  Arty  (175/8") 


Division  Control 
3rd  Sqdn,  4th  Cav 
r,  Co,  50th  Inf  (LHP)) 

B  &  E,  65th  Engr  Bn  (GS) 


14  January 


The  only  ohange  to  the  task  organisation  occured  within  the  1st  Bri’J^de, 
Sot  Pit  returned  to  the  control  of  Its  parents  unit  from  4th  Bn,  9th  Inf. 

15  January 


No  Change 
16  January 


No  Change 
17  January 


The  only  ohange^to  the  task  organization  occured  within  the  3rd  Brigade 
where  C  Company  from '2nd  Brigade,  22nd  Inf  was  placed  under  the  operational 
control  of  the  1st  Bn,  27th  Inf. 


18  January 

The  only  change  In  the  task  organization  took  place  within  the  1st  Brigade. 
The  task  organization  for  the  brigade  was  as  followst 
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CONFIDENTIAL 


4th  Bn,  23rd  Inf  (Meoh) 

3rd  Bn,  22nd  Inf  , 

A*  4th  Bn,  23rd  Inf  (Meoh). 
4th  Bn,  9th  Inf  (-A.) 

B,  2nd  Bn,  2?th  Inf 

A,  4th  Bn,  9th  Inf  (Bde  Con) 

C,  3rd  Bn,  17th  ~ir  Cav  (DS) 
7th  Bn,  11th  Arty  ( 1 05 ) ( DS ) 

B,  2nd  Bn,  77th  Arty  (105) 
A-  65  Ener  Bn  (DSi 


19  January 


1st  Brigade 

4th  Bn,  '23rd  Inf  (Mach) 

3rd  Bn,  22nd  Inf 
4th  Bn,  9th  Inf  (-A), 

B,  2nd  Bn,  2?th  Inf 

A,  4th  Bn,  9th  Inf. (Bde  Con) 

C,  3rd  Bn,  17th  Air  C*v  (DS) 
7th  Bn,  llth  Arty  (105)(DS) 

B,  2nd  Bn,  77th  Arty  (lOjJ 
A,  65th  Engr  Bn'  (D3) 


1*  JftjPflW) 

B,  2nd  Bn,  12th  Inf 
2nd  Bn,  l4th  Inf  (-C) 

2nd  Bn,  27th- Inf  (-B) 

1  Pit  A,'  1st  Bn,  5th  Inf 


:nd  Bn,  34th  Armor 
C,2nd  Bn,  14th  Inf 
Ind  Bn,  12th  Inf  (-B) 

.st  Bn,  8th  Arty  (105)(DS) 


Ird  Brigade 

1st  Bn,  27th  Inf  (-1  Pit  C) 

2nd  Bn,  22nd  Inf  (Mech). 

2nd  Bn,  77th  Arty  (105)(-B)(DS) 
D  65th  Engr  Bn  (D3) 


II  Field  Force  GS  Reinf 
B,  2nd  Bn,  13th  Arty  (no) 
G,  2nd  Bn,  13th  Arty  (105) 
1st  Bn,  27th  Arty  (155)(C) 
2nd  Bn,  32nd  Arty  (175/8") 


Division-  Support  Command 
725th  Maint  Bn 
25th  S  &  T  Bn 
25th  Med  Bn 

revision  Cofcfoftl 
3rd  Sqm ,  4th  Cav 
f  Co,  50th  Inf  (LRP) 

B  &  E  65th  Engr  (GS) 


Division  Artillery 
3rd  Bn,  13th  Arty  C155/Q") 

A*  3rd  B»ri43th  Arty  ^GoR) (1-8) 

E,  3rd  Bn,  13th  Arty 


?D3)(3-4 

*'■  - - -  Half  I 


C,  JW  Bn,  13th  Arty  (GSR)(l-8) 

D,  13th  Arty  (GS) 


20  January 


No  Change 
21  January 


1st  Brigade 

4th  Bn,  23rd  Inf  (Mech) 
3rd  Bn,  22nd  Inf 
4th  Bn,  9th  Inf 
B,  2nd,  27th  Inf 


2nd  Brigade  v ,  . 

1st  Bn,  5th  Inf  (Mech) (1  Pit  C) 
2nd  Bn,  l4th  I nfv(*fc) 

2nd  Bn,  27th  Inf  (-B) 

1  Pit  B,  2nd  Bn,  12th  Inf 


A**20 


MC1 


CONFIDENTIAL 


HttCIDIWJ  PA0I  RLAMUMDr  FlfiOtO 


! 


CONFIDENTIAL 


v> 


A,  4th  Bn«  9th  Inf  (Bde  Con) 

C,  3rd  Bn,  Ifth  Mr  Cav  (DS) 
7th  Bn,  Uth  Arty  (105).(DS) 

B,  2nd  Bn,  77th  Arty  (105) 
A,  65th  Engr  Bn  (DS) 

3rd  Brigade 

1st  Bn,  27th  Inf  (-  Pit  C) 

2nd  Bn,  22rid  Inf  (Meoh) 

2nd  Bn,  77th  Arty  (105)(-B)(DS) 
Pro*  Pit  (  AM  )(  SP) 

D,  65th  Engr  (DS) 

Division  Support  Command 
725th  Maint  Bn 
25th  SAT  Bn 
25th  Med  Bn 


2nd  Bn,  34th  Amor  (-B,C) 

C,  2nd  Bn,  14th  Inf 
1  Pit  C,  1st  Bn,  5th  Inf  (Meoh) 
2nd  Bn,  12th  Inf  (-1  Pit  B) 

A,  3*d  Bn,  17th  Air  Car  (DS) 

C,  65th  Engr  (D3) 

II  Field  Foroe  G&  Relnf 

B,  2nd  Bn,  1 3th  Arty  (IO5) 

C, 25nd  Bn,  13th  Arty  (105) 

1st  Bn,  2?th  Arty  (155)(-C) 

2nd  Bn,  32nd  Arty  (175/8") 

Dlrlalon  Control 
3rd  Sqdn,  $th  Car 
P  Co,  50th  Inf  (LRP) 

B  A  E  65th  Engr  (GS) 


22  January 


The  only  change  in  the  task  organisation  was  In  the  2nd  Brigade,  Task 
organisation  for  the  brigade  was  as  follows t 

1st  Bn,  5th  Inf  (Meoft-B,  1  Pit  C) 

2nd  Bn,  14th  Inf  (-C) 

2nd  Bn,  27th  Inf  (~B,C) 

1  Pit  B,  2nd  Bn,  12th  Inf 
2nd  Bn,  34th  Armor  (-B,CX 
C,  2nd  Bn,  14th  Inf 
1  Pit  C,  1st  Bn,  5th  Inf  (Meoh) 

D,  2nd  Bn,  27th  Inf 
2nd  Bn,  12th  Inf  (-lPlt  B) 

B,  1st  an,  5th  Inf  (Meoh) 

A,  3rd  Bn,  17tb  Air  Car  (DS) 

1st  Bn,  8th  Arty  (105) (DS) 

C,  65th  Engr  (DS) 


23  January 
Ho  Change 


24  January 

The  only  change  in  the  task  organisation  was  in  the  First  Brigade,  The  task 
Organisation  for  the  brigade  was  as  follows! 

4th  Bn,  23rd  Inf  (Meoh)! 

3rd  Bn,  22nd  Inf 
4th  Bn,  9th  Inf  fat) 

A,  4th  Bn,  9th  Inf  (Bde  Con) 

C,  3rd  Bn,  17th  Air  Car  (DS) 


***  JS! 


CONFIDENTIAL 


CONFIDENTIAL 

?th  Bn,  Uth  Arty  (105)(DS) 

B,  2nd  Bn,  77th  Arty  (105) 
A,  65th  Engr  (US; 


25  January 
N0  Change 

26  January 

1st  3rlgade 

4th  3n,  23rd  inf  (mech) 

B,  4th  n,  9th  Inf 
3rd  Bn,  22nd  Inf 
4th  Bn,  9th  Inf  (-A.B.C) 

A,  4th  Bn,  9th  Inf  (Bde  Con) 

C,  3rd  Bn,  17th  Air  Cav  (33) 

?th  Bn,  11th  Arty  (105)(DS) 

B,  2nd  Bn,  77th  Arty  (105) 

A,  65th  Engr  (D3) 

3rd  Brigade 

1st  Bn,  27th  Inf  (-1  Pit  C) 

2nd  Bn,  22nd  Inf  (Mech) 

2nd  Bn,  77th  Arty  (l05)(-B)(DS) 

Prov  Pit  (Atf)(3P) 

D  65th  Engr  (03) 

Division  Support  Command 
725th  Maint  Bn 
25th  S  &  T  Bn 
25th  M-d  Bn 

Division  Control 
3rd  3qdn,  4th  Armd  Cav 

C,  4th  Bn,  9th  Inf 
F,  50th  Inf  (L3P) 

B  &  D,  65th  Engr  (D3) 

27  January 


2nd  Brigade 

1st  Bn,  5th  Inf  (Meeh)(-1  Pit  C) 

2nd  Bn,  14th  Inf  (-C) 

2nd  Bn,  27th  Inf 

1  Pit  B,  2nd  Bn,  12th  Inf 
3rd  3qdn,  4th  Cav  (-B,C) 

C,  2nd  Bn,  14th  Inf 
1  Pit  C,  1st  Bn,  5th  Inf  (Mech) 

2nd  Bn,  12th  Inf  (-1  Pit  B) 

2nd  Bn,  3rd  Inf. ( 199  Inf  Bde) 

1st  3n,  8th  arty  (l05)(O3) 

C  65th  Engr  (03) 

II  Field  Force  03  Reinf 

B,  2nd  Bn,  13th  arty  (105) 

C,  2nd  Bn,  13th  arty  (105) 

1st  Bn,  2?th  arty  (155)(-C) 

2nd  Bn,  32nd  arty  (175/8") 

Division  Artillery 
3rd  Bn,  13th  Arty Tl 55/8" ) 

A,  3rd  Bn,  13th  Arty  (GSR,  1-8) 

B,  3rd  Bn,  13th  arty  (G3,  3-4  Cav) 

C,  prd  Bn,  13th  arty  (GSR,  1©8) 

D,  3rd  Bn,  13th  arty 


The  only  change  in  the  task  organization  was  in  the  First  Brigade,  where 
B,  Company  from  4th  Bn,  9th  Inf  returned  to  the  control  of  its  parent  unit. 


28  January 


No  Change 
29  January 
No  Change 
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30  January 


1st  Brigade 

4th  Bn,  23rd  Inf  (Mech) 

3rd  Bn,  22nd  Inf 
4th  Bn,  9th  Inf  »A) 

A,  4th  Bn,  9th  Inf  (Bde  Con) 

C,  3rd  Bn,  11th  Arty  (105)(DS) 
B,  2nd  Bn,  77th  Arty  (105) 
A  65th  Engr  (DS) 

3rd  Brigade 

1st  Bn,  27th  Inf  (-1  Pit  C) 

2nd  Bn,  22nd  Inf  (Mech) 

2nd  Bn,  77th  Arty  C 1 05 ) ( -B) ( DS ) 
D  65th  Engr  (DS) 

Division  Support  Command 
725th  Maint  Bn 
25th  S  &  T  Bn 
25th  Med  Bn 


2nd  Brigade 

1st  EKT3 th  InTX-l  Pit  C) 

2nd  Bn,  14th  Inf  (-C) 

2nd  Bn,  2?th  Inf  (-2  Pits  C) 

1  Pit  B,  2nd  Bn,  12th  Inf 
2nd  Bn,  34th  armor  (-B,C) 

D,  2nd  Bn,  14th  Inf 
1  Pit  C,  1st  Bn,  5th  Inf  (Much) 
2nd  Bn,  12th  Inf  (-1  Pit  B) 

2nd  Pit,  C  2nd  Bn,  2?th  Inf 
2nd  Bn,  3rd  Inf  199th  Inf  Bde 
1st  Bn,  8th  Arty  (105)(DB) 

C  65th  Engr  (D3) 

II  Field  Force  GS  Relnf 

B,  2nd  Bn,  13th  arty  (l05) 

C,  2nd  Bn,  13th  Arty  (405) 

1st  Bn,  2?th  arty  (155)(-C) 

2nd  Bn,  32nd  *rty  (175/8") 


Division  Control 
3rd  3qdn,  4th  Armored  Cav 
F  Co,  50th  Inf  (LRP) 

B  &  E  65th  Engr  (G3) 


Division  Artillery 
3rd  Bn,  13th  arty  (455/8") 

a,  3rd  Bn,  13th  Inf (GSR  1-8) 

B,  3rd  Bn,  13th  Inf  (GS,  3-4  Arm  Cav) 

C,  3rd  Bn,  13th  Inf  (GSR,  1-8) 

D,  3rd  Bn,  13th  Inf  (GS) 


31  January 
No  Change 
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SUHSTIC4L  SOMMAKT 

Results  of  25th  Infantry  Division  operational  L  November  1968  to  3i 
January  1969* 


<* 


Killed  in  aotion 

-  236 

Mounded  in  aotion 

-  3955  (669  evao 

Missing  in  aotion 

Holioopters  destroyed 

Heliooptere  damaged 

Armored  Personnel  Carriers  dsstroyed 

-  none 

-  ID 

-  18 

:f 

81 

Armored  Personnel  Carriers  damaged 

Tanks  dsstroyed 

1 

Tanks  damaged 

-15 

Trucks  destroyed 

-X 

Trucks  damaged 

-  29 

Rome  Plows  destroyed 

-  2 

Rome  Plows  damaged 

-  17 

Bulldosers  damaged 

-  3 

Truok-trailers  damaged 

-  2 

W$tm  howitser  destroyed 

-  1 

aMwLtemf 


Killed  in  aotion  (body  count) 

Prisoners-of-war 

Hoi  Chanh 

Detainees 

Individual  weapons  captured  and  destroyed 

Crew  served  weapons  oaptured  and  destroyed 

Document*  oaptured 

Rice  oaptured  and  destroyed 

Small  arms  rounds  oaptured  and  destroyed 

Hodioal  supplied  captured  and  destroyed 

Salt  captured  and  destroyed 

Radios  oaptured 

Telephones  oaptured 

Grenades  oaptured  and  destroyed 

Motorcycles  oaptured 

Bicycles  oaptured  and  destroyed 

H  E  rounds  oaptured  and  destroyed 

Rockets  oaptured  and  destroyed 

Gas  masks  captured  and  destroyed 

Outboard  motors  captured  and  destroyed 

SPG  rounds  oaptured  and  destroyed 

Mines  oaptured  and  destroyed 

RPG  booeters  captured  and  destroyed 

Cluster  bomb  unite  destroyed 

Gasoline  destroyed 

Piasters  captured 


-  123 
*»  26 

-  127 

-  342  pounds 

-  182*39  tons 

-  ?03  216 

-  309f  ponnds 

-  18.395  pounds 

-  14 

-  8 

-  2,292 

-  3, 

T  9^ 

-  10 


-  79 

-  17 

-  807 

-  653 


-  209 

-  46 

-  2,175  gallons 

-  100,000  P 
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Structures  destroyed 
Fortifications  destroyed 
Tunnels  destroyed 
Sampans  destroyed 
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DEPARTMENT  OF  THE  ARMY 
HEADQUARTERS,  23TH  INFANTRY  DIVISION 
Office  of  the  Assistant  Chief  of  Staff,  01 
APO  San  Francisco  96225 


AVDCPE  6  February  1969 

SUBJECT i  Operational  Report  for  25th  Infantry  Division  ACofa,  G1  Section 
for  period  ending  31  January  1969*  AVDCPE 


Historian 

25th  Infantry  Division 
APO  96225 


1.  Section  1.  Operation!  Significant  Activities. 

Personnel! 

(a)  During  the  months  of  December,  and  January  the  aggregate 

Division  personnel  strength  avrfA|$£L7,4?9  authorised  or  100.9#.  Enlisted 
personnel  strength  for  this  period  averaged  16,320  of  16,199  authorized  or 
100.7#,  while  officer  personnel  strength  for  the  period  averaged  1318  of  1280 
authorized  or  102.9#.  Personnel  shortages  continued  to  exist  in  Infantry 
Captains  and  Infantry,  Artillery  and  Engineer  Non-Commissioned  Officers  in  the 
grade  of  25  and  26. 

(b)  During  the  period  1  November  through  31  January  1969  the  Division 
had  268  KlA*s  (23  officers  and  24 5  EM)  and  1959  WIA's  (144  officers  and  1315 
EM).  There  were  18  non-battle  deaths,  21  non-battle  injuries  and  13  missing 
in  action.  Officer  gains  for  the  period  numbered  486  while  administrative 
officer  losses  were  335,  EM  gains  were  5331  while  administrative  EM  losses 
totaled  3848. 

(c)  Principal  Command  and  Staff  -  The  identification  of  the  principal 
command  and  staff  personnel  within  the  25th  Infantry  Division  for  the  report¬ 
ing  period  is  as  follows! 

Commanding  General  Major  General  Ellis  W,  Williamson 

Assistant  Division  Commander  (M)  Brigadier  General  Glen  C.  Long  Jr. 

(1  Nov  -  30  Dec) 

Brigadier  General  Carleton  Preer  Jr. 

(31  Dec  -  31  Jan) 
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Assistant  Division  Comma  .der  (3) 

Chief  of  Staff 
aCofS,  G-l 

ACofS,  6-2 

ACofS,  G-3 
ACofS,  G-4 
ACofS,  G-5 

Commanding  Officer,  1st  Brigade 
Commanding  Officer,  2nd  Brigade 

Commanding  Officer,  3rd  Brigade 

Commanding  Officer,  DIVaRTY 
Commanding  Officer,  DI3COM 

Commanding  Officer,  725th  Maint  Bn 
Commanding  Officer,  25th  3&T  Bn 


Bri^edior  General  Carleton  Freer  Jr. 
(1  Nov  -  30  Deo) 

Brigadier  General  Edwin  F,  Blaok 
(31  Dec  -  31  Jan) 

Colonel  Gordon  Sumner  Jr, 

LTC  Donald  F.  Hookett 
(5  Jan  -  31  J*n) 

LTC  Harry  Rubin 
(1  Nov  -  k  Jan) 

LTC  Albert  Stubblebine 
(1  Nov  -  15  Nov) 

LTC  Edmund  R.  Thompson 
(16  Nov  31  Jan) 

LTC  George  E.  Taylor 

LTC  Thomas  E,  Williams 

LTC  Vincent  I„  Brosky 

Colonel  Robert  L.  Fair 

Colonel  Eugene  M,  Lyr,ch 
(1  Nov  -  30  Jan) 

Colonel  Homer  S.  Long 
(31  Jan) 

Colonel  Lewis  J,  Ashley 
(1  Nov  -  30  Nov) 

Colonel  Louis  J.  Schelter 
(1  Dec  -  31  Jan) 

Colonel  Lucius  G.  Hill 

Colonel  , lames  R,  Brownell 
(1  Nov  -  26  Nov) 

Colonel  James  W,  Atwell 
(27  Nov  -  31  Jan) 

LTC  George  L,  Ford 

LTC  John  K,  Henderson 


/S  7 

CONFIDENTIAL 


CONFIDENTIAL 


Commanding  Officer,  l2.,vh  Signal  Bn 

LTC  John  W.  So* oat 

Commanding  Officer,  25th  Aviation  Bn 

LTC  Kan  ath  Burton 

Commanding  Offioar,  65th  Engineer  Bn 

LTC  Jamaa  W,  Atwell 
(1  Not  -  4  Deo) 

LTC  Edward  C,  Gibson 
(5  Deo  -  31  Jan) 

Commanding  Offioar,  4/9  Infantry 

X. 

\ 

LTC  Charles  S,  Snowden 
(1  Nov  -  30  Nov) 

LTC  Leo  L,  Wilson 
(1  Dec  -  31  Jan) 

Commanding  Officer,  2/14  Infantry 

LTC  William  Cummings 

Commanding  Offioar,  4/23  Infantry 

LTC  Clifford  C.  Neilaon 
(1  Nov  -  12  Nov) 

LTC  Albert  C,  Butler 
(13  Nov  -  31  Jan) 

Commanding  Officer,  l/27  Infantry 

LTC  Mark  L.  Reese 
(1  Nov  -  17  Deo) 

LTC  David  S,  Meredith 
(18  Dec  -  31  Jan) 

Commanding  Officer,  2/27  Infantry 

LTC  John  F.  Kenney  Jr, 

(1  Nov  -  13  Nov) 

LTC  Vincent  J,  Oddi  Jr, 
(14  Nov  -  31  Jan) 

Commanding  Officer,  1/ 5  Infantry 

LTC  William  E.  Klein 

Commanding  Officer  2/12  Infantry 

LTC  Thomas  F#  Dreisonstok 

Commanding  Officer,  3/22  Infantry 

LTC  Alexander  H,  Hunt 

Commanding  Officer,  2/22  Infantry 

LTC  Janes  A,  Damon 
(1  Nov  -  30  Nov) 

LTC  Ralph  M,  Cline 
(1  Dec  -  31  Jan) 

Commanding  Officer,  2/34  Armor 

LTC  Theodore  E,  O'Connor 
(1  Nov  -  19  Jan) 
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LTC  Duane  R,  Tagus 
(20  Jan  -  31  Jan) 


Commanding  Offioar,  3/4  Cavalry 

Commanding  Offioar,  1/8  Artillary 
Commanding  Offioar,  7/11  Artillary 

Commanding  Offioar,  3/13  Artlllary 
Coimandlng  Offioar,  2/77  Artillary 
Adjutant  General 
Chaplain 
Finance  Officer 
Information  Offioar 
Inspector  Ogperal 


Judge  Advocate 
Provost*  Mata4*l 
Surgeon 

2.  Section  2,  Los  eon  Learaedi 
Recommendations  > 


LTC  Clemmons  A,  Riley 
(1  Nov  -  26  Nov) 

LTC  Robert  S,  Mo  Gowan 
(27  Nov  -  31  J*n) 

LTC  John  P*  Cooper 

LTC  Forest  E,  Pleroe 
(1  Nov  -  14  Nov) 

LTC  Walter  A.  Wood 
(15  Nov  -  31  Jan) 

LTC  Paul  Donovan 

LTC  Vernon  B.  Lewis 

LTC  William  F.  Faught 

LTC  Duncan  C.  Stewart 

LTC  George  B,  Barrett 

MAJ  Andrew  J.  Sullivan 

MAJ  Otis  G.  Wilson 
(1  No v  -  5  Bov) 

MAJ  James  Trimble 
(6  Nov  -  2  Deo) 

LTC  -Tames  T.  Bradley 
(3  Deo  -  15  Dec) 

LTC  John  E,  Mann 
(16  Dec  -  31  Jan) 

LTC  Jack  Norton 

LTC  Malcolm  R,  Smith 

LTC  Robert  L.  Reid 

Commanders  Observations.  Evaluations 
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Personnel  and  Administration 
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(a)  OBSERVATION!  The  Infantry  Division  MTOE  doss  not  taks  into  considera¬ 
tion  the  many  psrsonnsl  rsquirsmsnts  that  ars  necessitated  by  ths  operation  of 
3  permanent  bass  oamps, 

(b)  EVALUATION!  To  adequately  perform  such  base  oamp  functions  as  operation 
of  the  Post  Exchange,  Ice  Cream  Plant,  Hold  Baggage  Offioe,  Labor  Office,  and 
the  Installation  Coordinator* s  Offioe,  the  25th  Infantry  Division  has  had  to  pro¬ 
vide  15  of floors  and  13)0  enlisted  men  from  its  own  personnel  resources, 

(0)  RECOMMENDATION!  That  an  adequate  TD  be  authorised  to  man  non-taotioal 
related  base  oamp  support  '‘unctions. 


D,  F.  HOCKETT 
LfC,  OS 
ACofS,  01 
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DEPARTMENT  OF  THE  ARMY  CONFIDENTIAL 

HEADQUARTERS,  23TH  INFANTRY  DIVISION 
APO  San  Francisco  96223 


AVDCIN  3  February  1969 

3UBJ&$Ii  Operational  Report  of  the  ACofS,  02  for  period  1  November  1968  to 
31  January  *i;'969* 


Commanding  General 
25th  Infantry  Division 
ATTN 1  AVDCMH 
APO  96225 


I*  (C)  Section  1.  Significant  Activities. 

a.  During  the  reporting  period  LTC  A.N.  Stubblebine  was  replaoed  by 
LTC  Edmund  R.  Thomson  as  ACofS,  G2)  MAJ  Clifford  J.  Fralen  remained  as 
Deputy  G2  and  SGM  Thomas  F.  Maloney  remained  as  SGM,  G2.  MaJ  Anthony  J. 
Gaily  was  replaced  by  MaJ  George  5,  Sweet  III  as  the  MID  Commander,  MAJ 
William  E.  Cates,  and  later  MAJ  Ralph  A*  Mason  Jr,  became  the  G2  Plans 
Officer,  MAJ  Larry  G,  Quinn  was  replaced  by  MAJ  Ralph  A.  Mason  Jr,  and 
later  by  MAJ  William  E,  Cates  as  the  G2  Operations  Officer.  CPT  Kenneth 

D.  McArthur  was  replaced  by  CPT  Allen  N,  Knox  as  G2  Air.  MAJ  Sweet  was 
replaced  by  CPT  John  P,  Seawall  as  Chief  of  the  IPW  Section,  CPT  George 

E.  Pickett  Jr.  was  replaced  by  CPT  Robert  E.  Thomas  Jr.  as  the  Chief  of  the 
Order  of  Battle  Section,  CPT  Dennis  P.  Koehler  remained  as  the  Cl  Section 
Chief,  1LT  Richard  C,  Whitney  remained  as  the  II  Section  Chief. 

b.  During  November,  December  and  January,  the  enemy  has  avoided 
contact  whenever  possible  and  continued  to  place  his  efforts  on  training 
in  rear  base  areas,  replacing  his  losses  from  August  and  September  attacks 
in  Tay  Ninh  Province  and  establishing  food  and  arms  caches  in  his  forward 
bases.  Also,  the  enemy  continued  reconnaisance  of  US,  ARVN  and  civilian 
Installations  throughout  the  25th  Inf  Div  TAOI, 

c.  In  December  and  January,  SR-II  units  were  generally  forced  tc 
abstain  from  combat  operations  in  order  to  maintain  traditional  LOCs  and 
provide  support  to  rear  service  elements.  The  primary  obstacle  to 
enemy  supply  activities  was  the  1st  Brigade,  1st  US  Air  Cavalrv  Division 
(Airmobile)  which  operated  in  the  Plain  of  Reeds  west  of  the  Vam  Co  Dong 
River  from  mid  December  to  late  January. 

d.  On  13-14  November,  95C  NVA  Regiment,  newly  infiltrated  from  II 
Corps  into  the  Fishhook,  attacked  Allied  Forces  at  FSB  Dot  (vie  XT  5684) 
resulting  in  290  KIA.  (BC).  After  moving  into  the  Crescent  in  early 
December,  the  95C  attacked  a  25th  Infantry  Division  Convoy  (XT  430450) 
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on  1?  December  resulting  in  T:  £IA  (BC).  Again  on  10  and  14  January, 
the  95C  attacked  25th  Infantry  Division  convoys  in  the  Ben  Cui  Plantation 
resulting  in  14  and  122  KIA  (BC)  respectively! 

e.  In  Deoember  and  January,  the  action  in  the  TAOR  was  centered 
primarily  in  the  Citadel  area  with  the  83th,  101st,  268,  and  Auyet  Thang 
Regiments  using  identified  in  eontaot,  On  1?  January  3rd  Squadron,  4th 
Armored  Cavalry  (vio  XT  513353)  eontaeted  the  2nd  Battalion,  268  VC/NVA 
Regiment  resulting  in  46  KIA.  (BC).  Additional  information  captured  during 
this  period  revealed  that  the  268  Regiment  was  reorganised,  and  the  7th 
Battalion  Cu  Chi  became  the  3rd  Battalion,  268  VC/NVA  Regiment. 

f.  During  the  period  1  November  1968  through  31  January  1969,  *  total 
of  700  detainees  were  interrogated  and  processed  by  the  IPW  Seotion,  25th 
MID,  These  ineludedi  323  Innocent  Civilians,  3L05  VCS-CD  (Supporters-Civll 
Defendants),  56  VCI-CD  ( In f rast rue ture-C i v * 1  Defendants),  9  ’AJG-PVf  (Guerrilla 
PWs),  30  VCI-PW  (Inf rastructure-PW) ,  42  VC-?W,  19  NVa-PWs  and  9  returnees. 

g.  The  majority  of  the  VCI  captured  were  taken  out  of  Due  Hoa  District, 
Hau  Nghia  Province,  The  principal  friendly  foroes  invloved  '.rero  the  2nd 
Battalion,  14th  Infantry  and  the  25th  MI  Detachment  VCI  Exploitation  Team. 
During  the  period,  L  November  68  through  31  January  69,  more  than  147  VCI 
were  captured,  16  KIA  and  l'-  were  influenced  to  Chieu  Hoi,  The  VCI  team  is 
believed  to  have  been  largely  responsible  for  the  cancellation  of  two  major 
VC  attacks  on  25  December  68|  one  against  the  Hoc  Mon  Engineering  Compound 
and  a  sapper  attack  in  Saigon.  More  than  70  VCI  Sapper  and  Intellegence 
personnel  were  apprehended  and  4  were  killed  in  the  Saigon  area  by  joint 
operations  conducted  by  the  VCI  Expldfcation  Team  and  VN  Navy  MSS  personnel. 
During  this  same  period,  several  large  ammo  and  weapons  caches  were  discovered 
and  subsequently  destroyed  or  evacuated  by  the  VCI  Exploitation  Team. 

h.  The  G2  Air  requested,  coordinated  and  reported  information  from 
visual  reconnaissance  and  imagery  interpretation  to  include  IR  and  3LAR 
sensors.  During  November,  December  and  January,  6l,  65  and  48  photography 
requests,  respectively  were  processed.  The  general  support  phase  1  of  the 
Mowhawk  Evaluation  Test,  which  began  in  December,  was  a  continuation  of 
conditions  whioh  had  existed  previously.  Phase  III,  direct  support,  began 
19  January,  following  a  short  transition  phase.  During  phase  III,  direct 
support  has  been  provided  to  the  Division  by  the  consolidation  at  Vung  Tau 
of  the  73rd  Surveillance  Airplane  Company  and  the  aSTa  Platoons  from  the 
1st  Infantry  Division  and  the  1st  Cavalry  Division,  The  direct  support 
concept  has  greatly  increased  the  Mowhawk  operational  responsiveness, 
facilitated  control  and  permitted  habitual  association  between  OV-1  Mohawk 
personnel  and  Division  intelligence  per?o  nel. 

i.  During  the  period  fro*  i.  rf&vembwr  1968  -  31  January  1969,  members 

of  the  Counterintelligence  Section  dwrelopedt^iiiformation  concerning  exploitable 
targets  consisting  of  Viet  Cong  and  Vi et  Cong  Infrastructure  personalities, 
installations,  activities,  arms/supply  caches,  and  tunnel  complexes.  The 
information  obtained  resulted  in  31  combat  operations  in  which  Cl  personnel 
participated.  Cl  personnel  continued  to  expand  their  confidental  informat 
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network,  adding  a  new  dimension  by  developing  potential  souroes  through 
participation  in  MEDCAP  operations.  More  effeotive  coverage  in  the  BAD 
THAI  area,  was  effeoted  by  assigning  a  Cl  agent  to  reside  in  BAD  THAI. 

Base  security  was  enhanoed  in  several  wayst  MI  teams  at  CO  CHI,  TAX  NINH, 
and  DAU  TIENG  BfSe  Camp  began  developing  base  informant  nets  among  the 
Vietnamese  employees  working  on  the  bases.  Cl  personnel  began  making 
periodic  oheoks  throughout  base  camp  areas  looking  for  unatended  ldigenous 
and  photographs.  Gate  oheoks  using  Hoi  Chanhs  as  spotters  for  possible  VC 
members  working  on  base  camp  were  institued,  Blasses  were  given  to  S2s  and 
32  clerks  in  the  proper  methods  for  requesting  security  investigations  and 
clearances.  During  the  reporting  period,  Cl  Section  personnel  also  coordinated 
extensive  Investigations  with  CID  personnel  into  various  incidents.  Cl 
personnel  completed  comprehensive  physioal  security  surveys  of  the  BA.  BSP 
Bridge  and  the  DAU  TIENG  Bridge. 

J,  During  the  period  from  November  68  to  January  69,  the  Imagery 
Interpretation  Section  underwent  many  changes*  The  end  result  was  an  inorease 
in  resporise  time  in  the  field  of  photo,  SLAB,  and  Infra-red  Imagery,  Most 
of  these  changes  were  due  to  the  Army  Mohawk  Evaluation  Test  which  was  being 
conducted.  On  2$  December  1963  the  II  Section  received  the  ES-38  Portable 
Dark  Hoorn,  On  13  January  1969  the  Infra-red  data-link  station  Arrived,  On 
14  January  1969  both  the  dark  room  and  data-link  station  became  operational. 

The  first  direct  support  photc  mission  was  received  by  the  data-link  station 
on  17  January  1969,  On  the  same  day  the  II  Section  moved  to  new  building 
with  the  OB  Section. 
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(1)  During  this  period  the  Imagery  Interpretation  Seotion  accomplished 
the  following! 

TARGETING  DATA  FOR 
ARCLIGHT  AND 

COMBAT  SKI  SPOTS 

PHOTO  MOSAICS 

AREA  STUDIES 

NOV. 

120 

100 

71 

DEC. 

152 

118 

96 

JAN. 

12 

130 

55 

PHOTO  READOUTS 

MISC.  PROJECTS 

NOV. 

81 

36 

DEC. 

67 

18 

JAN. 

55 

53 

(2)  During  the  period  1  November  1968  through  31  January  1969.  a 

total  of  700  detainees  were  Interrogated  and  processed  bar  the  IPW  Seotion. 
These  personnel  were  classified  as  follows! 


IC 

323 

VCS-CD 

105 

VCI-PW 

56 

VCG-PW 

9 

VCI-PW 

30 

7C-PW 

42 

NVA-PW 

19 

Returnee 

9 

total "70b 
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A«  Intelligence, 

(l)  Possible  terroist  activities  on  base  oamps. 

(a)  OBSERVATION!  Extensive  security  measures  are  normally  in 
effec*-  to  protoct  material,  equipment  and  supplies  against  sabotage  attempts. 
Less  detailed  attention  is  usually  given  to  the  protection  of  the  individual 
soldier  while  he  is  in  an  area  ormalLy  c  \sidered  to  be  secure  from 
infiltration  by  the  enemy,  Recurring  reports  indicated  that  the  enemy 
has  or  intends  to  establish  sapper  units  on  base  camps  among  indigenous 
employees. 


(b)  EVALUATION*  From  incidents  of  the  past  several  months,  it 
appears  that  troop  facilities,  such  as  the  mess  halls  and  clubs,  are  more 
prone  to  terrorist  activities  than  the  sabotage  of  material, 

(c)  RECOMMENDATION!  Recommend  that  stringent  measures  be 
instituted  down  to  the  lowest  echelon  to  assure  that  troop  facilities  are 
closely  inspected  for  boobytraps,  fire  hazards  and  any  unnecessary 
obstructions  which  might  lend  concealment  to  explosives  and/or  incendiaries, 

(2)  Dissemination  of  order  of  battle  information, 

(a)  OBSERVATION!  An  efficient  method  of  disseminating  Order  of 
Battle  (O3.)information  on  enemy  units  operating  in  our  TAOI  was  needed, 

(b)  EVALUATION!  Over  a  period  of  four  months  the  OB  Section 
produced  14  unit  studies.  These  studies  gage  a  complete  unit  history, 
the  tactics  employed,  personalities  and  codes  and  L3Ns  of  the  particular 
unit.  The  studies  were  the  result  of  efforts  of  the  QB  personnel  and  were 
completed  in  addition  to  their  assigned  duties.  Information  for  the  reports 
was  extracted  from  the  out  file  system,  OB  books,  and  the  file  systems  of 
contigous  units,.  Upon  completion  of  the  studies,  they  were  reproduced 

and  disseminated  to  all  applicable  units. 

(c)  RECOMMENDATION!  This  type  of  report  be  considered  by  other 
OB  Sections  for  method  of  cataloguing  and  disseminating  intelligence. 

(3)  Use  of  OB  analysts  at  brigade  level, 

(a)  OBSERVATION!  Timely  OB  analysis  was  needed  at  brigade  level 
to  facilitate  the  ability  of  Immediate  reaction, 

(b) ,  EVALUATION «;  At  the  beginning  of  January,  two  OB  analysts  were 
assigned  to  the  bi Hades,  One  man  to  the  1st  Brigade  and  one  man  to  the  3rd 
Brigade,  The  men  v»ere  experienced  analysts  who  had  a  broad  knowledge  of  OB 
functions  and  procedures.  We  now  have  an  experienced  flow  of  information 
through  daily  communications,  A  capability  for  immediate  readouts  of  captured 
documents  and  agent  reports  is  now  available  to  the  brigades  from  these 
analysts.  Identification  of  enemy  units  in  contact  can  be  expeditiously 
forwarded  to  the  OB  Section  for  confirmation  or  further  analysis. 


n,s 
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(b)  RECOMMENDATION i  This  system  be  used  when  brigades  hav* 
operational  headquarters  located  away  from  the  Division  Intelligence 
Detachments  whioh  contain  the  Order  of  Battle  Section* 

(4) '  Analysis  of  agent  reports. 

(aj  OBSERVATIONS  A.  more  thorough  analysis  of  agent  reports 
was  needed. 

(b)  EVALUATIONS  The  G2  Plans  Seotion  in  cooperation  with  the  II 
Section  analyzes  all  agent  reports  by  ohaoking  the  3LAR,  Red  Haze.  Sniff  and 
3PAR  returns'  from  the  area  of  the  agent  reports.  Any  codes,  LBNs  or 
personalities  mentioned  in  the  report  are  oheoked  against  OB  files.  This 
oomplete  evaluation  along  with  Order  of  Battle  Comments  is  entered  into  the 
daily  INTSUM. 

(o)  RECOMMENDATIONS.  This  procedure  should  be  considered  for 
utilization  by  other  OB  Seotions  in  SVN,  as  it  provides  a  reliable  method 
for  confirming  or  denying  the  many  agent  reports  received  by  the  Q2  Section. 

(5)  Recording  of  Local  Foree  information. 

(a)  OBSERVATIONS  A.  more  eficiant  system  was  needed  for  the 
recording  of  Local  Force  information, 

(b)  EVALUATIONS  In  sber  the  OB  Section  began  to  record 

Local  Force  data  t  yxB  cards.  card  system  gives  the  section  an 

ability  to  recall  information  accurately  and  without  hesitation.  The  cards 
were  utilized  in  the  preparation  of  Local  Force  study  for  the  G2  and  will 
be  used  as  a  basis  for  evaluating  information.  Additionally,  they  will  be 
used  as  a  basis  for  suggesting  possible  targets  for  exploitation  by  the 
Division  maneuver  elements. 

(c)  RECOMMENDATIONS  It  is  recommended  that  other  OB  Sections 
investigate  the  feasibility  of  using  the  OB'  card  file  to  accumulate  data 
on  Local  Force  Units, 

(6)  Dissemination  of  data  from  captured  documents, 

(a)  OBSERVATIONS  Readouts  of  captured  documents  were  not 
receiving  wide  dissemination, 

(b)  EVALUaTIONs  Translated  documents  that  are  received  from 
the  IPW  Section  are  analyzed  for  OB  information  (eg,  unit  identifications 

and  other  tactically  exploitable  information)  and  the  results  are  published  in 
the  daily  INTSUM,  This  type  of  dissemination  gives  the  capturing  unit  the 
ability  to  see  the  results  of  its  efforts  in  collicting  enemy  documents. 

The  units  in  the  field  are  prime  benefactors  of  this  expanded  reporting 
and  will  now  receive  the  results  of  their  document  inventories  through  the 
INTSUM. 

(c)  RECOMMENDATIONS  That  other  OB  Sections  consider  utilizing 
this  technique. 
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(7)  Enemy  indlrqot  firs  techniques, 

(a)  OBSERVATION!  Enemy  mortar  and  rooket  fir*  dlr*ot*d  against 
US  fixed  Installations  is  normally  oonduotad  from  sites  looatsd  on  or  in  th* 
immediate  vicinity  of  prominent  terrain  features, 

(b)  EVALUATION!  An  analysis  of  VC/NVA  indireot  firing  prooedures 
based  on  radar  sightligs,  shell  raps,  plus  information  provided  by  ralilera 
and  PWs  revealed  that  over  95^  of  all  the  mortar  and  rooket  attuoks  oonduoted 
against  3rd  Brigade,  25th  Infantry  Division  fixed  installations  during  the 
reporting  period  were  initiated  from  sites  looated  on  or  no  more  than  300  meters 
from  roads,  road  Junctions  and/or  streams,  Th*  principal  reasons  for  this 

are  (l)  mathematical  fireing  data  computations  are  more  accurate  when  rendered 
from  known  looations,  (2)  safety  and  speedy  ogress  from  the  firing  site. 

(0)  RECOMMENDATION!  Counter  battery  programs  should  be  conoontrated 
on  these  likely  sites.  Counteraorta r  radars  should  inorease  targeting  along 
streams,  roads,  and  road  Junotions,  Counter-battery  air  surveillance  should 
be  oonoentrated  on  suspedted  sites,. 

(8)  Multiple  counter  battery  programs, 

(a)  OBSERVATION!.  Enemy  mortar  and  rooket  fire  being  dlreoted  at 
fixed  US  installations  is  not  being  effectively  neutralized  by  counter- 
battery  fire, 

(b)  EVALUATION!  VC/NVA.  mortar  and  rocket  elements  have  repeatedly 
initiated  indireot  fire  attacks  at  fixed. US  installations  without  suffering 
significant  casualties.  Enemy  reconnaissance  has  bsen  successful  in 
establishing  the  pattern  of  our  oounter  battery  program  after  it  had  been 
fired  a  couple  of  times.  Consequently,  enemy  forces  choose  firing  sites 
which  are  relatevely  safe  from  our  counter  battery  initiated  fires, 

(9)  Enemy  indireot  fire  analysis, 

(aj  OBSERVATION!  Enemy  indireot  fire  attacks  against  US  fire 
support  bases  and  base  camps  correspond  to  periods  when  personnel  on  these 
facilities  are  most  vulnerable, 

(b)  EVALUATION!  Pattern  analysis  of  the  time  frames  during  which 
indirect  fire  attacks  were  conducted  against  3rd  Brigade  installations 
indicated  that  these  attacks  occurred  primarily  during  the  hours  1000  to 
1300  and  1700  to  2000,  Most  of  the  PX  facilities  open  at  mid-morning  and 
there  is  a  tendency  for  people  to  move  about  more  at  this  time,  This  is  also 
the  case  during  early  evening •  Units  return  to  fire  support  bases  and  base 
camps,  consequently  troop  density  is  increased.  Likewise  there  is  a  natural 
inclination  for  soldiers  to  be  more  relaxed  and  congregate  to  a  greater  extent. 
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(o)  HBfffftPCU-TIORi  Iaoreaes  oounter  battery  lunreillanae  during 
periods  of  lioroased  TBLlnerabill^y  -  IDOOh  to  1.330h  and  l?00h  to  200h. 
loop  personnel  fro*  congregating  during  these  time  frtnti , 

(10)  Coror  and  deoaption  for  ceusmand  AJPCa. 

(a)  OBSERVATION!  Tho  enemy  has  displayed  a  etnsistont  ability 
to  dl^eepn  eonaand  APCs  fro*  other  vehicle*  In  noohanlsod  format Iona, 

(b)  EVALUATION i  Tho  tnomloa  ability  £o  piok  out  oomnand  traoks 
as  targets  to  fire  RPGs  upon  is  believed  to  be  directly  attributed  to  the 
tell-tale  preeenoe  of  those  two  radio  antennae  on  eaoh  command  vehicle,  as  opposed 
to  the  single  antenna  found  on  other  armored  personnel  oarriers, 

(o)  RECOMMENDATION i  All  non-oommand  APC’s  should  be  equipped  with 
an  additional  dummy  antenna,, 
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DEPARTMENT  OF  THE  ARMY 
HEADQUARTERS,  23TK  INFANTRY  DIVISION 
APO  San  Franclaco  96225 


AVDCOP  3  February  196? 

SUBJECT*  Operational  Report  of  tho  ACofS,  03  for  Period  1  November  I960 
to  31  January  1969 


Coiixnanding  General , 
25th  Infantry  Division 
ATTN»  AVDCMH 
APO  96225 


1,  (C)  Section  l#  Significant  Activities* 


a*.  General.  Tho  03  section  of  ttoe  ?5+*h  Infantry  Division  under  tho 
guidance  of  the  ACofS,  LTC  George  E.  Taylor,  continued  to  plan  and  coor¬ 
dinate  the  actions  necessary  for  the  Division  to  continue  operations 
against  the  VC/foVA  throughout  the  reporting  period.  LTC  Taylor  was  aided 
by  LTC  Tilford  C«  Creel  and  MAJ  Frederick  H.  Dorneiaan. 


b.  The  0*3  operations  section,  under  the  guidance  of  Major  Rixhard 
E„  Eauchspies,  coordinated  the  daily  plans  and  operations  of  tho  2?th 
Infantry  and  its  attached  and  supporting  unit3.  Major  Eauchspies  tour  of 
duty  in  Vietnam  was  completed  in  January  196?  and  ho  was  succeeded  by 
Major  Ronald  C.  Meeks.  Assisting  in  the  DTOC  wore  Major  Aubrey  J.  Hol¬ 
loway,  Major  Kent  E.  Harrison,  Major  Geoi-go  W«  Heath  and  1LT  Robert  A, 
Newman  ae  assistant  operations  officers.  Additionally  Lioivtanar.ta 
Howard  M*  King,  Gary  R.  Nelson,  Roger  A,  provided  invaluable  infor¬ 
mation  as  Liaison  Officers  to  25th  AK7N  Division,  5th  ARVN  Division,  and 
II  FEOHffiV  respectively-.,  Established  during  tho  reporting  period  was  a 
DTOC  Forward  at  Tay  Ninh  East  under  the  guidance  of  Major  Nathaniel  R0 
Roache,  assisted  by  Captain  William  C.  Hopkins  and  Lieutenant  Ozzie 
Corbin  as  assistant  operations  officers. 


c*  The  organization  list  of  the  25th  Infantry  Division  for  tho  per¬ 
iod  1  November  to  31  January  la  as  follows* 


ASSIGNED  AND  ATTACHED  UNITS 


ASSIGNED*  HHC,  25th  Inf  Dlv 
HHC,  1st  brigade 
HHC,  2nd  Brigade 
HHC,  3rd  Brigade 
HH3,  Division  Artillery 


DOWNGRADED  AT  3  YEAR  INTERVALS; 
DECLASSIFIED  AFTER'  12  YEARS. 
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AS, SIGHED  Am  ATTACHED  UNITS 

HHC  it  Dane!  (Division  Support  Command) 

65th  Engineer  Battalion 
125th  Signal  Battalion 
2nd  Battalion,  3Uth  Armor 
25th  Military  Police  Company 
Company  F,  50th  Infantry  (LRP) 

1st  Battalion,  27th  Infantry 
2nd  3atte.lion,  12  th  Infantry 
2nd  Battalion,  lUth  Infantry 
2nd  Battalion,  27th  Infantry 
3rd  Battalion,  22nd  Infantry 
l*th  Battalion,  9th  Infantry 
1st  Battalion,  5th  (Mo oh)  Infantry 
2nd  Battalion,  22nd  (Mo oh )  Infantry 
J*th  Battalion,  23rd  (Mach)  Infantry 
1st  Battalion,  8th  Artillery 
3rd  Battalion,  13th  Artillery 
7th  Battalion,  11th  Artillery 
2nd  3atta3ion,  77th  Artillery 
66th  Infantry  Platoon  (Tracker  Do g) 

38th  Infantry  Platoon  (Scout  Dog) 

With  Infantry  Platoon  (Scout  Dog) 
l;6th  Infantry  Platoon  (Scout  Dog) 

25th  Administration  Company 
25th  Supply  &  Transport  Battalion 
25th  Medical  Battalion 
725th  llainto nonce  Battalion 
9th  Chemical  Detachment 
15 th  PI  Detachment 
20th  PI  Detachment 
25th  MI  Detachment 
18th  Military  History  Dotachmont 
ATTACHED  t  372d  RR  Co 

319th  Avn  Dot 
3lt3at  Avn  Dot 

d0  Training.  Training  within  the  25th  Infantry  Division  under  the 
staff  supervision  of  the  Doctrine,  Organization  and  Training  (DOT)  sac-* 
tion  of  03.  LTC  Willis  S,  Rosing,  assisted  by  MAJ  Jean  C.  Leger,  MAJ 
George  T.  Talbot  and  MAJ  Merritte  H.  Wilson,  continued  in  charge  of  G3 
(DOT).  The  lightning  Reinforcement  Training  Center,  under  the  command  of 
1st  Lt  George  W.  Vorseil,  Commandant,  operated  tho  Lightning  Reinforcement 
Training  School,  the  Lightning  Combat  Leaders  Course,  and  tho  Lightning 
Mines,  Boobybraps  and  Tunnel  course.  The  Reinforcement  Training  School, 
which  is  a  five  day  orientation  on  Vietnam,  was  completed  by  5,071  per¬ 
sonnel  between  1  November  and  31  January  69.  The  linos,  Booby-traps  and 
Tunnel  Course,  which  is  a  one  day  course  of  instruction  on  enemy  mines, 
boobytraps  and  tunnels  employed  in  the  Division's  IAOI,  was  completed  by 
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6,724  personnel.  The  ten  dey  field  leederahlp  course  for  firs 
to  am  and  squad.  loadora  conduotod  by  tho .  lightning  Combat  Landers  Courao 
(LCLC)  graduated  663  students.  Other  divisional  ooursos  of  instruction, 
the  instructing  unit  and  the  number  of  trainees  for  tho  period  of  this 


report  arc  as  follows  i 

COURSE 

INSTRUCTOR  UNIT 

STUDENTS 

Small  Army  Inspootion 

725th  Moint  3n 

75 

Generator  Maintenance 

725th  Mftint  Dn 

8U 

Meos  Management 

25th  S  &  T  Dn 

129 

Holiooptor  Load  Propara tion 

25th  Avn  Dn 

129 

Saleotod  division  personnel  also  attended  specialised  courses  of  in¬ 
struction  offered  by  hondivisional  organisation  botwoen  1  November  1966 
and  31  January  1969,  These  courses  by  title,  the  instructing  unit, 
location  and  number  of  trainees  are  shown  be low t 


COURSE 

Airframe  Maintenance,  UH1-D,C 
t  "  AH-10 

«  «  UH1-D,H 

'»  "  0H-6A 

Engine  Maintenance  T-53-L-11 
"  "  T-53-L-13 

Supply  n 

Armament  Enlisted  #2,  XM-28,  16E1 

9 

Armament  Officer  #2,  ;M-28,  lOEl, 
AH1G  Translation  Training, 

OH-6A  »  M 

Photographic  darlcroom  ES-38B 
MACV  Records  Sch 
Cable  Splicer 
ANKRC-163,  0  &  M 


UNIT 

LOCATION 

STUDENTS 

765th  Trans  Dn 

Tung  Tau 

3 

n 

n 

3 

n 

ii 

6 

it 

ii 

6 

ii 

it 

6 

n 

!t 

6 

l> 

11 

6 

,  " 

It 

6 

it 

It 

6 

33Uth  Hel  Co 

Bien  Ho 

6 

765th  Trans  Dn 

Vung  Tau 

3 

1st  Mibars 

Saigon 

2 

5th  SFO 

Hha  Trafig 

21 

21st  Sig  Co 

Long  Dinh 

U 

it 

it 

1 
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COURSE 


UNIT 


LOCATION  STUDENTS 


Radio/Rslay  Carrier  Opa  2lat  Sig  Co 
2M  571  Training  lQth  Maint  Co 

Phytioal  security  survey  as,  lQth  M?  Bde 


Long  Dinh 
n 
n 


1 

22 

2 


During  tills  raporting  period  the  2nd  Bn  3bth  Armor  Mobile  Training 
Team  (MOT)  oonduoted  ARVN  Infantry  Battalion  Refreaher  Training*  The 
|nd^ ^^7th  ^Regiment  aatiafaetorily  completed  the  28  day  refresher 

e.  The  0-3  Plana  section  was  headed  by  MAJ  Frederick  H.  Borneman# 
from  1  Nov  60  until  ,k  Jan  69|  by  MAJ  Wilburt  L,  Jenkins,  from  L  Jan  69 
until  27  Jar  69*  and' by  COT  Ronald  L,’ Cairns,  from  2?  Jan  o9  thru  thrf 
end  of  tho  reporting  period.  They,  MAJ  Domoman,  MAJ  Jenkins  &  COT 
Cairns,  wore  rbly1  assisted  by  COT  Harry  IT,  Jcynor.  from  1  Nov  60  until 
17  Doc  60,  &  by  OPT  Scott  L.  Sturges  from  15  Jen  69#  thru  the  ond  of 
tho  reporting  period.  During  the  quarter,  the  Plans  Section 

to  plan  &  coordinate  all  friendly  operations  oonduoted  within  tho  25th 
Infantry  Division  TAOI,  There  ware  a  total  of  cloven  (11)  major  operation 
plans  published  during  the  quarter.  The  missions  of  coordinating  areas 
of  operation  with  the  5th  ARVN  Division  &  25th  ARVN  Division,  coordinating 
combined  operations providing  planningN  guidanoo  to  the  Brigades  of  tho 
Division  also  were  accomplished  in  a  professional  manner.  Finally,  the 
occupation  of  the  now  TOC  building,  for  tho  Division  Forward  at  Tay  Ninh 
City,  required  rew  maps  4  charts,  all  of  which  wore  prepared  by  tho  Q-3 
Plans  soctlon  in  a  highly  professional  manner, 

f ,  Tho  0—3  (Air)  Section.  During  tho  period  1  Nov  68  -31  Jan  59 
the  25th  Infantry  Division  operations  were  supported  by  2,735  Tactical 
Airstrito  sortioa  resulting  in  32L  KBA  ( TC),  30U  KBA  (POSS),  U,2l5  bunkors 
destroyed,  U 59  structures  destroyed,  91  secondary  explosions  and  73 
secondary  fires.  In  addition  tho  Division  was  allocated  ?-•.  1-5 st'Moa 
resulting  in  10  KBA  (DC),  33  KBA.  (POSS),  2D  secondary  explosions,  1U 
secondary  fires,  llfll  bunkers  destroyed  ond  66  structures  destroyed. 
Assigned  tP  tho  G3  Air  was  MAJ  Forrest  J,  French.  Tho  pilots  of  tho 

USAF  TACP  were* 


Robort  Straughan 

MAJ  John  R.  Bode 

Goorge  K.  Darsom 

COT  Rex  M,  Stewart 

j.  C.  lewis 

C?T  Ronald  G.  Andorson 

Jack  H.  Leith 

C?T  Harry  F.  Barr 

Robert  L.  Gain. 

MAJ  Herbert  W.  Evans 

Kent  Montavon 

MAJ  Maxwell  R.  Sidner 

Robert  E.  Fielding  ~~ 

CRT  Pratt  D,  Askworth 

Everett  E,  Pritchard 

MAJ  Hubert  R.  Martin 

u  n* 
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MAJ  Wlllicim  I,  Hi.  .j-and 
MAJ  Lonnio  A*  Singleton 
OPT  John  N.  Swift 
dY  Domord  J.  Auer 
MAJ  Qeorgo  l*  Doylo 
MAJ  Stanley  S,  Ihijnk 
MAJ  Douglas  D,  Brittain 
OPT  Harold  Q«  Drost 


OPT  Haris #  Griffin 

OPT  Uruoe  D#  Qreen 
OPT  Charles  R,  MoGregor 
MAJ  Robert  1*  MoKalg 
MAJ  Arthur  R.  Mahon 
LT  Kenneth  Mitchell 
MAJ  He  man  Musser 
OPT  Don  L«  Netzinger 


MAJ  Charles  P.  Cabell 

g.  The  Division  Chemical  Seotion  and  9th  Chemical  Detachment  undnr 
the  supervision  of  LTC  Willis  So  Rosing,  Division  Chemical  Officer,'  con¬ 
tinued  to  support  division  combat  operations .by  performing  tactical 
and  bulk  CS,  poreonnol  detector  and  defoliation  missions  in  tho  division 
TAOI*  A  total  of  235*520  pounds  of  micropulvorlzod  CS  powder  was  em¬ 
ployed  on  known  or  suspected  enemy  infiltration  routes,  base  comps  and 

storage  areas*  621*  M7A3  CS  gronades  and  126.E15Q  CS  Cannistor  Clusters 
wore  employed  in  support  of  Troops  in  contact  and  in  Conjunction  with 
the  newly  developed  MATS  (Mortar  Aorial  Delivery  System)*  279  flying 
hours  were'. devoted  to  the  conduct  of  personnel  detector  missions  during 
the  reporting  period,  A  total  of  13,1*00  gallons  of  herbicide  was  used, 
defoliating  approximately  1*,1*66  acres  during  tho  three  month  period*  De¬ 
foliant  was  dispensed  using  the  helicopter  mounted  sprayer  and  water** 
borne  craft.  Personnol  Changes* 


Incoming  Personnel 
CPT  Charles  Shaw 
CPT  Ray  Dills 
CP s  Morion  Gcwoa 
CPT  Richard  Saunders 
CPT  Robert  Suchan 
MSG  Oswald  Wethington 


Assignments 
CP,  9th  0ml  let 
Ad3t  Div  Cml  Off 
1st  Ddo  Cdl  Of f 
2nd  Ddo  Cml  Off 
3rd  Bd$  Cml  Off 
Cml  Opns  Sgt 


CPT  Alien  E,  Riley  departed,  the  9th  Cml  Det  on  ll*  January  1969  for  no-' 
assignment  in  CONUS*  CPT  James  Dix~n,  1st  Dde  Cml  Off  and  CPT  Richard 
Attanasio,  3d  Dde  Oral  Off  departed  the  25th  Infantry  Division  in 
December  I960. 


h.  Army  Aviation  Element  (AAE),  During  this  reporting  period  w 
AAE  which  monitcrod  aviation  support  for  tho  division  functioned  under 
the  guidanco  of  tho  DAO  and  under  tho  direct  staff  supervision  of  tho  G3* 
During  this  period.  Major  Rice,  was  replacod  by  Major  Toipcl  as  ADAO, 

Key  members  of  tho  AAE  staff  included,  Lt  Palmer,  Lt  Rath  and  CPT  McMillon* 
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During  the  period  1  Nov  68  to  31  Jan  1969#  Amor  combat  aviation  support 
was  provided  by  the  25  th  Aviation  Dattalion#  D  Troop #  3d  Squadron  4th 
Cavalry#  lilt#  2nd  and  3rd  Drip  ado  aviation  sections,  DlvArt.y  aviation 
seotlon,  and  B  Company#,  725th  Maintenance  Dattalion.  No, n«orsanio  aviation 
support  vas  furnisnaa  the  Division  by  units  of  the  Combat  Aviation  Group 
and  l*5th  Madioal  Company,  Troop  lift  and  aerial  resupply  of  ground 
oombat  units  wore  furnished  by  non-organio  units  to  include*  128th, 

MM.1*  ffithfm  m 

Aviation  Dattalion,  Non-organic  aviation  units  flow  61# 099  sorties  in 
support  of  the  Division.  These  tactical  operations  included  19,952 
hours  of  flight  time#  209,1*20  tons  of  cargo  os  well  as  136,051  Pox 
transported.  Aerial  surveillance  and  reoonnaissanoe  missions  were  flown 
throughout  the  TAOX  by  organic  aviation  units  and  non-organic  aviation 
units 'consisting  of*  C  Troop  3-17  Cavalry  Squadron,  73rd  Surveillance 
Airplane  Company  (Mohawk),  7uth  and  I0i*th  Reconnaissance  Airplane  Companies 
(Bird  dog)  all  of  which  are  members  of  the  12th  Combat  Aviation  Group, 


1,  The  Division  Enginoar  section,  under  General  Staff  supervision, 
ACofS,  OS,  coordinated  engineer  support  for  the  division,  Tho  Division 
Engineer  through  27  November  was  LTC  J.  W.  A  two  11  with  LTC  Edward  C«  Gibson 
assuming  command  of  the  65th  Engineer  Dn  on  0  Doc  1960o  MAO  0,  W„  Argo 
was  interim  Division  Engineer,  The  Asa  is  tent  Division  Engineer  was  ilAJ 
John  E,  Pearson  through  19  December  while  the  present  ABE,  CPT  Jude  W, 

Patin  took  over  on  I4  January  19o9»  C?T  Richard  R,  Sonstelie  served  as 
AIE  during  the  19  December  -  11*  January  period. 


The  November  -  January  period  saw  several  outstanding  projects  by 
the  65th  Engineer  Dn,  Twenty-six  hours  after  saboteurs  blew  the  Pha 
Cuong  Bridge,  engineers  under  the  direction  of  tho  65th  Engineer  Bn 
put  up  a  700  ft  M*T6  float  bridge  to  pass  the  vital  resupply  convoy. 

The  completion  of  the  Qo  Dau  Ha  Bridge  opened  this  market-place  to  30,000 
Vietnamese  on  the  west  bank  of  the  Vara.  Co  Dong,  Another  significant 
group  of  combat  engineer  projects  was  the  opening  of  roads  many  of  which 
had  been  closed  for  many  years,  including  routes  7A,  21*9  and  6fie 


The  55Uth  and  588th  Engr  Bns  continued  to  nrr/ivs  b?  1:  •t.wal 

and  construotion  support  to  the  25th  Inf  or y  Diviv-.u.-:,,  The  554  th  pas/od 
a  significant  portion  cf  tho  MGR  aur-ing  this  period  as  wail  as  paving  on 
B11  Chi  base  c£.;iv.>0„  Many  ipajor  construction  taskB  were  completed  at  Cu  Chi 
by  tiio  554th  Rnyre  and  at  Dau  Tleng  and  Tay  Ninh  by  the  5o8th  Engrs0 
The  588th  Engrs  also  provided  combat  support  in  the  opening  and  repair  of 
fire  support  bases  in  the  Tay  Ninh  areas. 

Land  Clearing  support  was  provided  in  November  and  December  by  the 
2nd  Platoon,  168th  Land  Clearing  Team  and  in  January  by  the  501st  Land 
Clearing  Veas  which  cleared  over  13. -000  acres  in  that  month  along. 


The  Phu  Cuong  Bridge  was  reopened  on  25  January  1969  through  the 
efforts  of  the  l*lat  Port  Construction  Company  which  was  one  of  many 
20th  Engineer  units  which  worked  in  the  25th  Division  TAOX  during  the  period. 


j.  The  Fire  Support  Element  worked  under  the  general  staff  supervision 
of  the  ACofS,  G3,  The  Division  Artillery  Cormanrier,  Colonel  L.  G0  Hill, 
supervised  the  FSE  as  Division  Fire  Support  Coordinator,  He  was  assisted 
by  LTC  J,  W,  Dawson,  AFSCOOKD,  MAJ  J.  W.  Church,  CPT  G.  Clyde  and  six 
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enlisted  men,  The  FSS  coordinated  the  firs  support  for  the  maneuver 
olementa  of  the  division#  During  the  latter  part  of  the  reporting  period, 
there  was  evidence  that  o.loeer  coordination  wae  needed  and  studies  were 
underway  to  determine  the  extent  coordination  and  control  wero  to  be 
lnoreaeed#  The  FSB  aleo  supervised  the  Artillery  Warning  Control  Centers, 

Each  maneuver  brigade  wae  provided  diroot  support  by  a  light  artillery 
battalion#  Although  there  were  some  attachments  and  detaohmonts,  normally 
support  was  provided  as  follows t 


BRIOAPE 
1st  Brigade 

2d  Brigade 
3d  Brigade 


PS  BATTALIONS 

7th  Bn,  11th  Artillery 
B  Btry,  2d  Bn,  77th  Arty  attached 

let  Bn,  8th  Artillery 

2d  Bn  (-),  77th  Artillery 


The  3d  Battalion  (l55rm/8")j  13th  Artillery  provided  general  support 
for  the  division.  However,  due  to  the  lack  of  artillery  to  adequately 
cover  portions  of  the  2d  Brigade  TAOI,  155mm  batteries  were  occassionally 
assigned  a  DS  mission,  A  155am  battery  was  aloe  aoelgOoi  n  DS  mission 
to  support  the  3d  Squadron,  Uth  Cavalry  operating  under  division  cantrolo 


During  the  previous  reporting  period  tho  combat  operations  in  tho 
division  area  necessitated  frequent  moves  of  artillery  units#  During 
this  reporting  period  there  were  few  battery  movoe,  The  artillery  was 
disposed  throughout  tho  division  area  in  sixteen  fire  support  ba»es,  and 
most  operations  could  be  adequately  supported  without  moving  artillery. 


Within  the  TAOI,  moves  were  made  as  follows} 

Div  Arty  STVftrtjr 

From  prepared  to  unprepared  position  2U  1 

Into  base  camp  or  prepared  position  21  5 

Replace  battery  in  a  prepared  position  3  6 

From  prepared  to  unprepared  position  and 

return  to  prepared  position  65  U 

Into  TAOI  -  2 

Depart  TAOI  -  3 


113 
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US  Navy  operations  on  the  Vam  Co  Dong  River  established  now  require- 
nonta  for  fire  support  and  firo  support  coordination*  In  ordor  to  pro¬ 
vide  artillery  support  for  the  Riverine  force,  the  Division  Artillery 
end  sons hip  support  on  request. 

During  this  period,  new  procedures  wore  established  to  safeguard 
taetioal  reconnaissance  aircraft  from  artillery  fires.  These  procedures 
Allow  the  ground  commander  concerned  to  determine  if  artillery  fire  will 
bo  suspended  while  reconnaissance  aircraft  are  in  his  area.  This  additional 
coordination  initially  appears  to  be  resulting  in  fewer  aborts  of  reflojjsjtais- 
aanoe  missions  and  a  greater  degree  of  safety  to  aircraft  flying  the  missions# 

Ammunition  expenditures  were  relatively  high  during  this  reporting 
period.  The  object  of  tactival  operations  was  to  find  the  enery  and 
destroy  him  with  heavy  volumes  of  firo  and  to  reduce  casualties  by 
reducing  close  contaot  with  one  my  forces.  Expenditures  of  artillery 
ammunition  by  the  Division  Artillery  were* 


CALIBER 

NOVEMBER 

DECEMBER 

JANUARY 

109mm 

Total  Rds 
Rd/tube/day 

68,676 

k2 

89,998 

96 

98,396 

99 

199mm 

Total  Rds 
Rd/tubo/day 

13,828 

2  $ 

23^,692 

21,9ii0 

39 

8-inch 

Total  Rds 
Rd/tube/d sy 

2,263 

18 

3,791 

31 

2,917 

20 

k,  Tho  Division  Signal  Officer  under  the  direction  of  LTC  John 
W.  Sorbet,  Division  Signal  Officer,  and  tho  general  staff  supervision 
of  the  ACofS,  G3  continued  to  coordinate  r.ri  ejeeroise  staff  super¬ 
vision  over  combat  oommunl cations  operations  within  the  division, 

LTC  Sorbet  was  aided  by  Maj  So  J,  Yuill,  ADGO  CPT  S,  H,  Riben,  Radio  Offioor 
and  Lt  S,  Achilles  wire  officer. 

During  the  period  1  Nov  1968  -  31  Jan  1969  communications  support 
for  combat  operations  continued  throughout  the  29th  Infantry  Division, 
Emphasis  on  the  uso  of  secure  FM  radio  communications  continued  through 
this  period,  Tho  division  CRYPTO  Logistic  Support  Section  continued  to 
expand  their  efforts  in  distribution  and  maintenance  of  the  secure  voice 
equipment.  As  roles  end  missions  of  the  various  divisional  units  were 
changed  clearing  the  tactical  operations,  communications  resources  were 
allocated  from  division  assets  accordingly.  Preceding  and  during  tho 
prisoner  release  talks  near  Tay  Ninh,  on  25  Decembor  and  1  January  the 
ALSO  coordinated  the  coinbat  reaction  force  and  control  base  communication 
Installed  and  operated  by  divisional  and  non-divisional  units  at  Tay  Ninh, 
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DEPARTMENT  OF  THE  ARMY 
HEADQUARTERS,  25th  INFANTRY  DIVISION 
APO  San  Francisco  96225 


AVDCLG 

SUBJECT!  Operation  Report  of  the  ACofS,  G4  for  Period  Ending  31  January  1969 


Commanding  General 
25th  Infantry  Division 
ATTN 1  AVDCMH 
APO  96225 


1.  SECTION  1  -  OPERATIONS!  SIGNIFICANT  ACTIVITIES. 

a.  (C)  Chronology  of  Significant  Events, 

(1)  Logistical  support  of  the  division  was  improved  by  the  implementation 
of  the  through-put  concept.  Supplies,  to  include  ammunition,  were  delivered 
directly  from  depot  to  DAU  TIENG  and  FSB's  adjacent  to  the  MSR.  A  significant 
reduction  in  the  use  of  air  assets  was  realized  by  application  of  this  principle.’ 

(2)  The  type  and  number  of  Class  V  items  regulated  by  ASR  remained  fairly 
stable.  However,  the  allocation  of  several  types  of  HE  rounds  was  reduced.  This, 
fact,  coupled  with  the  heavy  expenditure  of  artillery  ammunition,  necessitated 
requests  for  supplemental  allocations  during  the  last  two  months  of  the  reporting 
period, 

(3)  In  order  to  improve  operational  readiness  rates,  the  division  implemented 
"Project  Dog?  This  program  was  devised  by  the  1st  Logistical  Command  to  identify 
"war  weary  equiment"  requiring  replacement  or  depot  overhaul.  Identification  of 
equipment  will  be  achieved  through  the  use  of  retrograde  criteria  relative  to 
milage,  hours  of  operation,  etc,  and  supplemented  by  analysis  of  maintenance  records, 

(4)  In  November  1968,  USARV  established  policies  and  procedures  for  construct¬ 
ion  of  SEA  huts.  These  buildings  will  be  located  at  outlying  are^s  not  provided  il$U 
support  or  under  thr  cognizance  of  an  Installation  Engineer.  The  Division  requested 
construction  of  ten  of  these  structures  within  the  TAOI. 

(5)  Representatives  from  Department  of  the  Army  Major  Items  Data  Agency 
(MIDA)  and  USARPAC  conducted  a  100$  semi-annual  verification  of  the  25th  Ii.fantry 
Division's  units  EquapmentStatus  Reports,  This  inspection  was  conducted  22  -  25 
November  1968.  A  total  of  10,33?-  reportable  lines  were  inspected}  only  4l8  lines 
were  reported  in  error,  representing  a  4$  error  rate.  This  compared  favorably  to 
the  overall  USARPAC  error  rate  of  18$. 
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(6)  Retrograde  of  salvage  and  CON EX  containers  reneived  renewed  emphasis 
during  Deoember  1968,  Prior  to  1  January  1969,  tho  salvage  yards  at  CU  CHI 

and  DAU  TIENG  were  oleared.  IXiring  the  name  period,  the  Division  Transportation 
offioe  retrograded  two  hundred  twenty-seven  (22?)  CONE!  containers.  This 
attrition  was  in  acoord  with  Projsot  "COLES'*,  which  tasks  the  division  to  reduce 
the  container  population  from  an  on-hand  figure  of  2,105  (15  November  1968)  to 
an  operating  level  of  1,475  by  June  1969. 

(7)  Intensive  maintenance  management  of  wheeled  vehicles  raised  the 

operationally- rea"’’'  ■  inw  -  '-■*  ■ 1  •**  oni  -,n 

1969.  Beady  rat  s  for  tanks  and  tracked  vehicles  averaged  90$ 
during  the  reporU..*  FU,iuu, 

(8)  During  the  period  30  Deoember  1968  -  2  January  1969,  the  USmRV  "STRIP" 
Team  condueted  a  survey  of  excess  items  in  the  725th  Maintenance  and  25th  Supply 
Transportation  Battalions.  Headed  by  the  chief  of  the  Maintenance  Division  USARV 
G4,  the  team  was  composed  of  two  offic  rs  and  eight  enlisted  men, ,  Disposition 

of  exoess  will  be  in  accordance  with  instructions  furnished  by  USASUPCOM  -  Saigon. 

b,  (U)  Command 

(1)  The  G4  offioe  provides  general  staff  supervision  in  the  areas  of  supply 
maintenance,  logistics  readiness  and  base  development  oonst ruction, 

(2)  Organization,  The  offioe  of  the  ACofS  G4  is  currently  organized  under 
para  06,  TOE  7-bG,  The  seotion  is  authorized  four  officers  and  six  enlisted 
men.  These  individuals  are  currently  organized  to  supervise  internal  administ¬ 
ration,  supply,  maintenance,  logistios  readiness,  and  base  development.  One 
additional  offieer  is  utilized  to  coordinate  the  base  development  of  the  three 
base  camps.  The  warrant  officer  assigned  (see  (3)  (b))  resulted  from  the  appoint¬ 
ment  of  the  Senior  Supply  NCO, 

( 3 )  Personalities 

(a)  ACofS  G4,  During  the  entire  reporting  period,  the  ACofS  G4  has  been 
Lieutenant  Colonel  Thomas  E,  Williams,  O68778,  GS  (Armor), 

(b)  Staff,  At  the  close  of  this  reporting  period,  the  assistant  staff 
officers  were 1 

Deputy  G4,  Major  John  E,  Eshelman,  091936,  GS  (Infantry) 

(l  November  1968  -  14  January  1969) 

Major  John  E,  Blanck,  075504.  GS  (Artillery) 

(15  January  1969  -  31  January  1969) 

Supply  Officer.  Major  Carl  F,  Freeman,  076136,  GS  (Infantry) 

(1  November  1968  -  21  November  1968) 

Major  John  E.  Blanck,  077504,  GS  (Artillery) 

(22  November  1968  -  14  January  1969) 
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3*s*  Development  Officer,  Major  Donald  T,  HodgKinson,  05703413, 

CiS  (Infantry), 

Maintenance  Officer,  Captain  Robert  L,  Woodson,  0jJ2l4670,  Go  (Ordnance  Corps) 

Assistant  Supply  Off  1c  er,  W01  Rafael  Miranda,  W2219?40  (quartermaster  Corps) 

C,  (C)  Logistics 

(lX  Supply  support  Is  provided  on  an  area  basis  by  the  25th  Supply  & 

Transport  Battalion  located  at  (<u  Chi,  SUppCrt  provided  to  organic  elements 
only,  and  less  medloal,  orytographio ,  and  EAM,  Class  III  and  Ilia,  The 
same  support  is  provided  at  Dau  Tieng  by  forward  support  elements  of  the 
25th  S  &  T  Battalion,  At  Tay  inh,  similar  support  is  provided  by  the  27?th 
Supply  &  Services  Battalion,  29th  General  Support  Group,  Saigon  Support  Command, 

(2)  Medical  support  on  an  area  basis  is  provided  by  the  25th  Medioal 
Battalion,  whose  companies  operate  the  equivalent  of  post  dispensaries  or 
station  hospitals  at  Cu  Chi,  Dau  Tieng,  and  Tay  Ninh,  Additional  medioal 
support  is  provided  by  the  12th  Evacuation  Hospital  at  Cu  Chi  and  the  45th 
Surgical  Hodpital  (MUST)  at  Tay  Ninh, 

(3)  Services,  The  division  provides  grave  registration  servi  a  at  Cu  Chi 
apd  Dau  Tieng,  Saigon  Support  Command  provides  quartermaster  field  laundries 
at  Cu  Chi  and  Tay  Ninh, 

2,  Section  2  -  Lessons  Learned »  Commanders  Observations,  Evaluations,  and 
Recommendations . 

a.  Personnel.  None 

b.  Operations,  None 

o.  Training,  None 

d.  Intelligence,  None 

e.  Logistics,  None 

f.  Other 

(1)  Use  of  T-17  membrane  for  Helipads, 

(a)  OBSERVATION.  T-l?  membrane,  when  tom,  presents  a  safety  hazard  to 
helicopters, 

(b)  EVALUATION,  Division  engineers  have  constructed  helipads  at  FSB's  and 
base  camps  utilizing  M8A1  matting.  This  matting  is  imprevious  to  rotor  wash 
and  natural  elements, 

(e)  RECOMMENDATIONS.  That  in  consonance  with  supply  and  safety  capabilites 
that  helipads  be  constructed  utilizing  M8A1  matting, 

(2)  107mm  Mortar  Cartridge  Container  Extension. 
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(ft)  Observation,  Units  have  basn  indiscriminately  discarding  the 
unexpended  cartridge  oor.tainer  extension  used  with  the  M328A1,  M329A1, 
and  M335A.1  tail  assemblies  of  the  107mm  mortar  round, 

(b)  Evaluation,  This,  set  enabled  the  enemy  to  employ  these  extensions 
as  a  component  part  of  anti-tank  and  anti-personnel  mines. 

(o)  Recommendation,  All  unexpended  107mm  mortar  cartridge  container 
extonaions  be  retrograded  to  ASP's, 


THOMAS  E.  WILLIAMS 
LTC,  GS 
ACofS,  G4 
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DEPARTMENT  OF  THE  ARMY 
HEADQUARTERS,  25th  INFANTRY  DIVISION 
APO  San  Francisco  96225 


AVDCCA 

SUBJECT:  Operational  Report  of  the  ACofS,  G5  For  Quarterly  Period  Ending 
31  January  1969. 


Commanding  General 
25th  Infantry  Divison 
ATTN  1  AVDCffl 
APO  96225 


1,  Section  1,  Operations}  Significant  Activities. 

A,  Personnel: 

(1)  LTC  Vincent  I.  Brosky  remained  the  ACofS,  G5  except  for  a  brief 
period  that  required  a  temporary  vacancy  to  be  filled  in  the  2nd  Brigade, 

He  was  assigned  as  Executive  Officer  of  the  2nd  Brigade  from  12  November 
to  13  December,  returning  to  his  position  as  ACofS,  G5  on  the  latter  date. 
Major  Dan  H,  McClendon  was  reassigned  to  CONUS  on  23  December,  His 
successor  as  Assistant  G5  is  Major  Richard  R.  Ring  who  joined  the  division 
on  18  January  from  a  CONUS  assignment.  LT  Michael  A,  Kovner  was  assigned 
as  P3T0P  officer  on  November  replacing  CPT  Audric  A.  Endrijonas  who  was 
assigned  to  the  2nd  Brigade. 

B,  Revolutionary  Development, 

(1)  Significant  changes  are  taking  place  in  the  size  and  managment 
of  the  Revolutionary  Development  Cadre  teams  in  the  TAOI.  The  cadre  teams 
are  being  reduced  in  size  from  59  to  30.  These  new  smaller  teams  will 
come  under  the  control  of  thevillage  council  instead  of  working  directly 
from  the  Provincial  Headquarters,  The  Cadre  teams  will  be  provided  security 
by  PF  platoons  stationed  in  the  local  areas.  There  are  presently  33  cadre 
teams  in  the  TAOI,  an  increase  of  2  during  the  reporting  period.  There  are 
19  teams  in  TAY  NINH  Province,  10  in  HAU  NGHIA  and  4  in  PHU  HOA  District  of 
BINH  DUONG  Province. 

(2)  The  MACV  Hamlet  Evaluation  system  (HES)  remains  the  principal  means 
of  measuring  progress  of  pacification  within  the  TAOI.  A  comparison  of  31 
October  1968,  the  previous  reporting  period,  to  31  December  1968  is  as  follows: 
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Population 


Peroent 


Hamlet  Category 

Oot 

Dec 

Oot 

Deo 

Oot 

Deo 

A 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

B 

5f 

68 

163,106 

220,415 

29,2 

37.3 

C 

102 

124 

224,639 

281,410 

40,4 

46,8 

D 

59 

42 

89,793 

58,910 

16.1 

9,7 

E 

6 

3 

3,020 

3,540 

0,6 

.6 

VC 

86 

51 

62,796 

22,420 

11.2 

3.6 

ABANDONED 

74 

118 

Non  Hamlet 

13,542 

12,961 

2.5 

2.0 

Total 

382 

406 

556,985 

599,724  . 

100.0 

100.0 

Those  figures  represent  a  dramatic  change  in  the  security  status  of  the 
population  within  the  TAOI.  During  the  three  month  period  over  .139,000 
people  have  come  under  the  security  of  the  GVN,  The  number  under  VC  con¬ 
trol  has  been  reduced  by  almost  50,000,  The  influence  of  the  GVN  is  ex¬ 
panding  into  areas  that  have  been  under  the  domination  of  the  VC  15  or 
more  years. 

Pacification  efforts  have  yielded  significant  results  at  the  sugarmill 
area  of  DUC  HUE  District  (XT4706)  where  at  the  beginning  of  the  campaign 
only  2  hamlets  were  under  GVN  security.  As  of  31  December  1968,  there 
were  eight  hamlets  under  GVN  control  in  this  area. 

CU  CHI  District  in  HAU  NGHIA  Province  had  7  hamlets  under  GVN  control  on 
31  December  1968, 

(3)  In  TRI  TAM  District  of  BINH  DUONG  Province  two  traditional  VC 
hamlets  located  along  the  SAIGON  River  were  upgraded  to  contested  status 
due  to  the  combined  efforts  of  the  3rd  Brigade  and  the  TRI  TAM  District 
Chief's  effort  to  wrest  the  area  away  from  the  Viet  Cong, 


The  HES  Ratings  of  the  35  targets  hamlets  as  of  31  Oct  and  31  Dec  are 
as  follows! 


31  Oct  31  Dec 


C 

D 

E 

VC 

C 

D 

E 

VC 

TAY  NIMH 

10 

6 

5 

0 

0 

HAU  NGHIA 

1 

10 

3 

8 

13 

9 

0 

0 
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2  0  0 
TOThL  1  22  3  8  21  14  0  0 

C,  Civic  Action 

(1)  The  most  significant  sigle  factor  of  the  eivio  action  program  has  bien 
the  placing  of  one  maneuver  battalion  in  eaoh  district  of  the  TAOI.  The  35 
of  each  Battalion  acts  as  a  liaison  offioer  with  the  district.  Civic  action 
projects  have  as  a  result,  been  planned,  coordinated  and  accomplished  more 
effectively.  The  units  have  taken  greater  interest  in  Civic  Action  since  they 
can  identify  themselves  with  a  specific  section  of  the  country. 

(2)  MEDCAPSi  The  MEDCAP  program  has  taken  another  forward  surge  with  the 
Accelerated  Pacification  Campaign.  MEDCAPS  have  been  conducted  at  least  weekly 
in  the  35  hamlets  that  have  been  targeted  for  pacification  during  the  reporting 
period.  During  this  reporting  period  there  were  1035  MEDCAPS  conducted  with 
93,000  patients  being  treated.  This  compares  favorably  to  6?8  MEDCAPS  during 
the  last  quarter  at  which  74,000  patients  were  treated,  Several  significant 
MEDCAP  projects  took  place  during  the  reporting  period, 

a.  A  quick  reaction  was  effected  by  the  Division  Surgeon  in  conjunction 
with  the  S5  of  the  2nd  Brigade  and  GVN  officials  from  CU  CHI  District  when  it 
was  determined  that  plague  had  broken  out  in  TRUNG  LAP  village  (XT5$2l)  in 
early  December,  Over  4,000  people  were  innoculated  and  of  those  who  contracted 
the  dread  disease  only  one  died.  The  entire  village  area  was  sprayed  by  PA&E 
and  the  local  villagers  were  informed  of  preventive  measures  to  be  taken  by 
ground  loudspeaker  broadcasters  and  specially  prepared  leaflets, 

b.  In  DUC  HOA  District,  a  combined  MEDCAP  program  by  the  25th  Division 
and  the  25th  ARVN  Division  is  presently  being  conducted  to  reduce  the  tuber¬ 
culosis  rate  in  the  area.  The  0,3.  personnel  provide  the  X-Ray  treatment  and 
the  ARVN  medics  conduct  continuous  treatment  of  those  individuals  found  to  have 
the  disease, 

(3)  Construction.  During  the  reporting  period  the  primary  efforts  of  the 
division  have  been  directed  toward  the  selected  hamlets  of  the  Accelerated 
Pacification  campaign.  Coordination  of  effort  with  GVN  officials  and  MACV 
advisors  indicated  that  public  works  projects  such  as  improvement  of  roads 
into  hamlets  and  the  capping  of  wells  to  provide  the  people  with  adequate 

drinking  water  were  necessary  to  improve  the  HES  rating  of  the  selected  hamlets. 
Also  needed  as  a  part  of  the  program  were  bulletin  boards  and  T,V,  stands  in 
each  hamlet  to  provide  the  people  with  adequate  information  about  the  goals 
of  the  GVU,  A  great  deal  of  the  construction  effort  of  the  division  has  been 
aimed  at  these  areas.  The  65th  Engineer  Battalion  has  opened  roads  in  the 
TAOI  that  have  been  closed  for  several  years  to  civilian  traffic}  among  these 
are  highways  6A,  ?A,  TL1,  and  an  unmarked  route  from  XT302249  -  XT234306, 

The  554th  and  533th  Engineer  Battalions  have  also  built  or  repaired  6  Bridges 
in  the  TAOI,  the  most  significant  being  a  140  foot  class  60  Bailey  Bridge 
across  the  VAM  CO  DONG  at  GO  DAU  Ha  (XT383250),  The  continuation  of  "Operation 
Band- Aid1?, the  hasty  repair  of  highways  within  the  TAOI,  has  resulted  in  over 
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160  kilommtars  of  roads  being  graded  *nd  lavaled  this  quarter.  Over  7 00 
oonatruotion  projects  war#  oomplatad  by  tha  division  during  the  reporting 
period,  including  ovar  500  hones  of  civilian  families  Samaged  as  a  result 
of  VC  aotivity.  Twenty  two  sohool  ware  repaired  or  constructed,  ovar  40 
walls  ware  capped  or  dug,  6  bridges  were  built,  8  market  places  ware  improved 
and  5  local  despensaries  and  8  churches  ware  repaired  or  rehovated  during 
the  quarter, 

(4)  Distribution,  Sorap  lumber  remains  tha  primary  commodity  that 
is  distributed  to  the  people.  More  then  500.000  board  feet  of  lumber  was 
distributed  during  the  reporting  period.  Also  distributed  were  700  sheets 
of  tin  roofing  120,000  lbs  of  oement  and  200,000  pounds  of  foodstuffs, 

(5)  Civic  Action  Imprest  Fundi 

Expenditures  from  the  civic  action  imprest  fund  totaled  2,471,000  $VN 
during  the  quarter.  The  previous  quarter  the  division  expended  685,000$VN 
through  the  fund.  This  large  increase  in  expenditures  was  largely  due  to 
support  of  the  Accelerated  Pacification  Campaign,  PSYOP  support  of  the 
campaign  resulted  in  large  number  of  Chleu  Hoi  and  Support  the  GVN  T-Shirts, 
balls  and  flags  being  purchased.  Flagpoles  and  flags  were,  erected  in  all 
the  hamlets  selected  for  upgrading, 

(D)  Psychological  Operation  (PSYOP) 

(l)  PSYOP  activities  were  in  support  of  operations  conducted  in  TAY  NINH 
and  HAU  NGHIA  Provinces  and  TRI  TAM  and  PHU  HOA  Districts  of  BINH  DUONG  Province. 

tz)  A  total  of  71,240,000  leaflets  were  disseminated  in  the  Division  TAOI, 

This  is  an  increase  of  22,439,400  leaflets  over  the  last  reporting  period.  Ten 
leaflets  were  developed  and  printed  by  the  ACofS,  G5  while  21  leaflets  were 
developed  and  produced  by  the  6th  PSYOP  Bn  fCr  the  Division, 

(3)  During  the  reporting  period,  818  hours  of  air  and  g.ound  loudspeaker 
broadcasters  were  conducted.  This  represents  a  235  hour  increase  over  the 
last  reporting  period. 

(4)  The  PSYOP  effort  against  VC/NVA  units  remained  at  approximately  the 
same  level  as  the  previous  quarter.  The  increased  PSYOP  activity  was  directed 
toward  civilian  targets,  A.  total  of  94  Hoi  Chanhs  rallied  to  the  GVN,  a 
decrease  of  87  Hoi  Chanhs  from  the  previous  quarter.  The  decrease  in  the 
number  of  Hoi  Chanhs  can  be  attributed  to  a  sharp  drop  in  the  number  of  contacts, 

(5)  During  the  period  from  November  through  January,  Division  PSYOP  activities 
were  conducted  in  support  of  Colors  Up  (accolerated  Pacification  Campaign), 

PSYOP  was  directed  at  the  target  hamlets  and  the  population  in  general  by 
saturating  these  areas  with  leaflets  and  aerial  loudspeaker  broadcasters.  In 
addition  to  this,  extensive  PSYOP  was  conducted  through  face  to  face  communi¬ 
cation,  hand  dissemination  of  leaflets  and  other  PSYOP  material  such  as  Chleu 
Hoi  matches,  PSYOP  kits,  kites,  balls,  and  ground  PSYOP  loudspeaker  broaJcasterb, 
PSYOP  support  of  MEDCAP  operations  was  perfored  through  leaflets  disseminated, 
loudspeaker  broadcasts  and  distribution  of  many  and  varied  PSYOP  items, 
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(6)  Enemy  activity  during  the  reporting  p®rlod  was  characterized  by 
thalr  avoidanoe  of  oontraot.  Th®  thres  major  oontaots,  an  attaok  on  patrol 
Baa®  Camp  MOLE  and  two  (2)  attempted  ambushes  on  th®  oonvoy  outside  the  BEN 
CUI  Rubber  Plantation  ,  all  of  whioh  resulted  In  very  heavy  losses  to  the 
VC/NVA,  were  exploited  by  Division  PSYOP. 

(?)  PSYOP  aotivity  was  conducted  in  support  of  Voluntary  Informant 
Program  (V3P)  through  the  extensive  use  of  Reward  for  Information/Reward 
for  weapos  leaflet!  and  loudspeaker  broadcasts*  A- noted  increase  in  the 
amount  of  information  from  civilian  sources  was  evident  during  the  period, 

(8)  During  the  reporting  period,  emphasis  was  placed  on  getting  US,  ARVN 
VIS  and  APT  Psychological  Operations  closely  coordinated  and  involving  the 
GVN  PSYOP  elements  more  aotively  in  the  total  PSYOP  program.  This  coordination 
was  accomplished  at  battalion  level  by  the  establishment  of  permanent  liaison 
between  the  battalion  and  dlstriot  officials.  Although  considerable  PSYOP  effort 
was  conducted  by  US  units  and  district  POLWAR  personnel,  the  ideal  situation 
has  yet  to  be  reached.  The  best  method  of  conducting  PSYOP  is  Face  ot  Face 
communication  which  can  only  be  accomplished  effectively  by  the  Vietnamese  PSYOP 
effort.  Additional  emphasis  must  be  placed  on  getting  the  various  Vietnamese 
PSYOP  agencies  to  take  the  initiative  and  conduct  PSYOP  on  a  Face  to  Face  level, 

II  Section  2,  Lessons  Learnedi 

A,  Itemi  500  watt  loudspeaker  mount  for  LOH  OH-6 

1,  Observation!  A  500  watt  loudspeaker  was  developed  for  use  in  the  OH-6, 
utilizing  two  250  watt  loudspeakers  mounted  in  a  saddle  bag  configuration. 

2,  Evaluation!  This  speaker  system  was  found  to  work  very  well,  making 

an  aerial  loudspeaker  available  at  brigade  level  compatible  with  the  air  assets 
available  to  the  brigade, 

3,  Recommendation!  Continued  use  of  this  loudspeaker  configuration, 

B,  Itemi  Early  Word, 

1,  The  Air  Force  has  developed  a  system  by  which  an  individual  using  a 
tactical  radio  could  broadcast  a  message  to  the  loudspeker  aircraft  which  would 
patch  its  radio  receiver  into  the  loudspeaker  and  broadcast  the  message  over 
the  loudspeaker. 

2,  Evaluation!  .  The  system  was  used  by  the  25th  Division  and  worked  very 
well.  The  message  is  much  clearer  than  if  the  individual  was  on  board  the  ship. 
The  system  cuts  out  most  back  ground  voice  and  feedback  which  is  always  a  problem 
with  live  broadcasts  from  the  aircraft, 

3,  Recommendation!  This  Early  Word  system  should  be  utilized  for  live 
broadcasts  whenever  possible. 
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DBPARTMfflJT  OF  THE  AEKJ 
HEADQUARTERS,  2J?TH  INFANTRY  DIVISION 
APO  San  Francisco  96225 

AVDCAN  5  February  1969 

SUBJECT i  Operational  Report  of  25th  Aviation  Battalion  for  the  Period 
ending  31  Janaary  1969*  RCS  CSFQR-65* 

Commanding  General 
25th  Infantry  Division 
APO  San  Francisco  96225 

1.  SECTION  I  Operations :  Significant  Activities 

a.  The  period  ended  with  the  battalion  stafx  and  commanders  as  follows! 
BN  CO  -  L1C  Kenneth  J*  Burton 
B1T  XO  -  Major  Sural  2.E.  Adams  Jr* 

ADAO  -  Major  Richard  Teipel 
CO;  A  Co  -  hajor  Charles  V.  Addicott 
CO,  3  Co  -  Major  Bert  L.  Rice 
CO,  HHD  -  Captain  Paul  B*  Main! 

S-l  -  1st  Lt.  Robert  F.  Heady 

S-2/S-3  -  Captain  Alberto  C .  Salazar 

S-U  *  Captain  Ardre  F*  Blackmon 

Maintenance  Officer  -  Major  Frank  W,  Peterson 

Aviation  Safety  Officer  -  Captain  Gerald  Hicks. 

Flight  Surgeon  -  Captain  James  A.  Pritchard 

FBO  -  CW-3  Warren  J.  Satre 

Motor  Officer  -  WO-1  Donald  L.  Ingold 


A  TOC  AN  5  February  1569 

StfiiJB CTi  Operational  Report  of  25'th  Aviation  Battalion  for  the  Period 
ending  31  January  1969,  RCS  CSFOE-65 , 

The  battalion  maintained  an  average  personal  strength  of  1*09  for  the 
quarter.  The  battalion  reoeived  23  replacement  aviators  during  the  Reporting 
Quarter,  of  these  16  were  assigned  directly  from  Flight  School,  Personnel 
of  the  battalion  were  awarded  1  Distinguished  Servioe  Cross,  1*  Silver  Stare, 
21  Distinguished  Flying  Crosses,  l_Bronae  Star  for  Valor,  Medals  for 

T/SIor,  5  Army  Commendation  Medals  for  Valor,  and  '6  Purple  nearts . 

b*  During  this  quarter,  the  25th  Avn  Bn  continued  to  support  the 
Division  on  Operation  Toan  Thang,  Phase  II.  Increased  operationally-  ready 
rates  have  again  this  quarter  enabled  the  battalion  to  enjoy  Its  highest 
monthly  flight  hour  output.  During,  the  month  of  January  the  battalion 
amassed  a  total  of  3l*H*  hours,  which  is  the  hipest  number  on  record 
since  the  unit  arrived  in  the  Republic  of  Vietnam  in  April  of  1966. 

Norjoal  daily  aircraft  requirements  included,  (eight)  Uli-ID/H  for  command 
and  control,  (one)  for  administrative  courier,  .  nd  (  three)  for  general 
support.  Other  aircraft  are  committed  at  ni  ,ht  far  c ounter-mortar,  firefly, 
flare  drop  and  general  support.  In  addition,  he  battalion  furnished 
daily,  an  average  of  three  GH6a»s  for  command  and  control  and  general  support, 
two  Light  Fire  Teams  on  26-hour  alert  for  contact  and  escort  missions  and 
two  U6A  aircraft  for  administrative  courier,  general  support  missions  and 
maintenance  parts  runs.  Special  missions  for  the  battalion  consisted  of 
chemical  drops,  psychological  operations,  personnel  detector,  defoliation, 
search  and  rescue,  emergency  resupply,  emergency  medical  evacuation,  smoke 
screening,  anc<  aerial  delivery  of  mortars .  Airmobile  operations  included 
ready-reaction  force  for  convoy  coverage,  eagle  flight,  operations  with 
division  maneuver  elements  and  insertion  and  extraction  of  long  range 
reconnaissance  patrols.  The  majority  of  the  airmobile  operations  were  of 
the  quick  reaction  typs,  frequently  conducted  during  the  hours  of  darkness. 
Other  significant  operational  activities  continue  to  be  the  conduct  of 
a  Helicopter  Load  -reparation  School  for  the  Division,  defense  of  a  sector 
of  the  Base  Camp  perimeter  and  experimentation  and  demonstration  of  the 
Mortar  Aerial  Delivery  System  (KAD5). 

SATISTICAL  SUMMARY  OF  COMBAT  PERFORMANCE  DATA*  Cl  November  -  31  January  1965) 


NOV 

DEC 

JAN 

TOTAL 

FLIGHT  HOURS 

3,169 

3,261 

3,616 

9,866 

SORTIES 

5,600 

9, h60 

5,567 

16,66’ 

PASSENGERS  CARRIED 

6,660 

6,160 

9,017 

26,03’ 

CARGO  HAULED  (TUI’S) 

126 

102 

57 

325 

EtJEMT  KILLED  (BC) 

8 

17 

18 

63 

ENElff  KILLED  (POSS) 

6 

29 

13 

50 

mmx  STRUCTURES  (DEST) 

2 

2 

3 

7 

ENSKT  SSiUCTURES  (DAM) 

3 

? 

0 

5 

A  VIC  AN  5  February  1569 

SUBJECT*  Operation  Report  of  2 5th  Aviation  Battalion  for  the  Period' 
ending  31  January  1565,  KCS  CSPOK-65. 

Key 

DEC  JAN 

TOTAL 

ENEKI  SAMPANS  (DEST)  0 

0  0 

0 

AIRCRAFT  HITS  5 

7  6 

18 

c.  The  battalion  had  (HUE)  _JL  _  accident,  which  was  the  result  of  a 
forced  landing  caused  by  engine  failure.  There  were  no  incidents  during 
the  reporting  period  complementing  the  highest'  flying  hour  exposure  in 
the  past  year.  This  record  can  be  primarily  attributed  to  command 
emphasis  placed  on  establishing  and  maintaining  a  thorough  and  intensive 
accident  prevention  program. 

2.  S5Ci'IO‘.:  II.  L-S30FS  LEANED*  Cur.iaNDcES  OBSERVATIONS.  EVALUATIONS 

and  itombot: - 

a.  PEiSC/ITSL*  NONE 

b.  OPERATIONS* 

(1)  Control  of  UH-1  Door  Gunners 

(a)  OBS  RVATIGN*  Recent  experience  on  combat  assaults  has  shown 
the  need  for  a  more  effective  method  of  controlling  the  suppressive  fire 
provided  by  UH-1  door  gunners. 

(b)  EVALUATION*  itony  potential  accidents  existed  in  this  unit 
due  to  inexperienced  door  gunners,  who  in  the  turmoil  of  battle,  became 
excited  and  swept  their  door  guns  beyond  the  so  called  '‘safe  sector11  and 
into  the  path  of  the  other  aircraft  in  the  flight.  To  eliminate  this 
potential  hazard, .this  unit  established  procedures  whereby  each  door  gunner 
is  given  a  designated  sector  of  responsibility  for  providing  suppressive 
fire  in  the  formation.  These  sectors,  established  through  the  use  of  the 
clock  system,  provide  traversing  limits  for  each  gun,  without  restricting 
tho  selection  of  targets  by  the  gunner  within  his  sector.  In  addition, 
all  inboard  guns  in  the  formation  are  restricted  from  firing  as  an  added 
safety  measure.  However,  even  though  sectors  of  fire  are  assigned  to  each 
door  gunner,  aircraft  commanders  may  direct  them  to  fire  outside  their 
respective  sectors,  if  the  tactical  situation  dictates.  Utilizing  this 
system,  it  has  been  determined  that  all  firing  from  the  aircraft  can  be 
more  effectively  controlled  without  any  loss  in  ovor-411  effioiaooy. 

(o)  RECOMMENDATION*  That  all  aviators  and  door  gunners  be 
continually  briefed  on  the  <-a  signed  sectors  of  fire  system,  to  include 
the  reasoning  behind  it,  the  methods  of  control  to  be  utilized,  and  the 
benefits  that  can  be  realized  from  its  use. 

c.  TRAINING  AND  ORGANIZATION  -  NONE 

d.  INTELLIGENCE  -  NONE 

b,  LOGISTICS  NONE 

I  SI 
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f.  KtXUTKPAlJQE 

(1)  Tail  Rotor  Servo  Deterioration 

(a)  OBSERVATION  Tail  Rotor  servo  leaks  caused  by  the 
deterioration  of  the  seals  has  bean  a  problem  in  this  unit# 

(b)  EVALUATION i  The  deterioration  of  the  servo  seals  was  being 
caused  by  dirt  and  sand  collecting  on  the  servo,  It  has  been  found  that 
by  wiping  the  servo  cylinder  with  a  clean  dry  cloth  daily,  reduces  the 
amount  of  dirt  and  sand  working  on  the  seals,  consequently  giving  the 
servo  longer  life. 

(o)  RECOMMENDATION*  That  all  aviation  units  opor.  ting  the  UH-1 
type  aircraft  in  dusty  and  sandy  environments  dean  servo  cylinders  on  a 
daily  basis* 

(2)  Deterioration  of  the  ifl  bearing  carbon  seals  in  UH-1H  helicopters* 

(a)  OBSERVATION*  Deterioration  of  the  fi  bearing  curbon  seals 
can  be  detected  by  oil  laden  pressurized  air  being  vented  overboard  in  the 
UH-1H  helicopter. 

(b)  EVALUATION*  The  deterioration  has  also  caused  oxcessivo 
oil  consumption  and  high  engine  oil  temperature*  It  has  been  found  that  by 
running  the  UH-1H  at  6000  UPM  (N2)  for  the  two  minute  cooling  off  period  and 
then  shutting  down,  the  #2  bearing  seals  are  kept  properly  lubrioated 
during  shutdown,  extending  the  life  of  the  seal* 

(c)  REC QKMENDAT ION :  That  all  units  operating  halicopturs  with 
T53-13  engines  utilize  this  shutdown  procedure* 

(3)  0H-6a  Tail  Rotor  Pre-Flight  Cheek. 

(a)  OBSERVATION*  It  has'boen  found  that  if  too  much  pressure 
is  applied  while  performing  tail  rotor  clearance  chock,  the  fiber  bushing 
may  be  damaged* 

(b)  EVALUATION :  It  has  been  found  that  if  care  is  taken  to 
apply  only  light,  pressure  to  the  tail  rotor  while  performing  this  check, 
the  bushing  will  not  require  replacement  as  often  as  at  present. 

(c)  EfflO'TffiNBATION  t  That  all  units  equipped  with  the  0H-6a 
be  made  aware  of  this  precaution. 

g.  ARMAMENT 

(1)  XM-129  UOnm  Grenada  Launcher. 
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(a)  OBSERVATION*  Extensive  ueo  causes  wear  on  the  feed  pawl  end 
alide  assonbly,  F3i  1010*032-6376,  Tide  wmr  causes  a  miss  feed  and  tho 
Jamming  of  the  launeher. 

(b)  EVALUATION  i  Chang  inf,  the  foed  pawl  and  slide  assembly  after 
firing  approximately  2500  rounds  will  roduoe  tho  Jamming  of  tho  weapon. 

(c)  RHCOKiINDATION*  That  all  units  utilizing  this  system  be  made 
aware  of  this  remody, 

(2)  Mortar  Aerial  Deli  vary  System  (MADS) 

(a)  OBSERVATION  I  This  unit  has  boon  experimenting  with  drop-ung 
8lm  mortars,  U»2  mortars  and  105min  howitzer  rounds  from  a  UH-1  helicopter, 

(b)  EVALUATION*  Tho  systom  is  highly  versatile,  which  when  effective¬ 
ly  employed  can  deliver  rapid  and  accurate  ordnance  on  linear,  point  and  area 
type  targets  in  conjunction  with  ground  operations.  The  rounds  are  dropped 
from  a  locally  fabricated  delivery  ohute  that  oan  hold  up  to  fourteen  61mm 
mortars.  To  provide  stability  in  flight,  ten  to  fifteen  feet  of  engineer*  s 

tap©  is  secured  to  the  fin  of  tho  round,  however,  additional  experimentation 
to  eliminate  the  tap©  is  in  process.  The  sighting  procedure  is  to  align  the 
helicopter  on  the  target  at  2C00  fuot  and  80knts  forv.rd'  epoud.  As  the  t  .rgv,t 
roaches  a  predetermined,  location  between  the  anti-torque  pedals,  the  mortar 
rounds  are  dropped*  The  system  is  highly  accurate,  relatively  simple  to 
employ  and  requires  a  minimum  of  training.  This  system  has  been  forwarded 
through  tho  ENSURE  program, 

(c)  HBCOM'ENHiTION*  That  other  aviation  units  perforating  general 
support  missions  with  UH-1  helicopters  consider  tha  employment  of  this 
highly  effective,  accurate  and  simple  means  of  supplementing  other  ordance 
delivery  means, 

2.  SECTION  Hi 

a.  COMMUNICATION 

(1)  Airborne  Comuunicatlons  Consola  for  tho  LOH. 

(a)  OBSERVATION t  This  battalion  has  been  experimenting  with 
various  methods  in  order  to  develop  a  communications  console  which  would 
give  a  aimiliar  capability  to  tho  GK-6A  as  now  utilized  in  the  UH-1D/H, 
the  ASC-11. 

(b)  EVALUATION*  The  eurrent  testing  has  produced  a  console  san- 
sisting  of  three  AN/FRC-25  radios,  on©  with  a  secure  capability,  utilizing 
the  KT-36  and  it  also  has  an  intercom  capability.  The  three  aN/PRC-25  radios 
are  mounted  in  a  locally  fabricated  metal  c  anemia  and  connected  to  the  air¬ 
craft  power  a«u«o  located  on  tho  loft  rear  side  of  tha  paas«ng.er  oojr.jv;rt,mftnt . 
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A  metal  braekot  attached  to  the  airoraft  holds  four  transistorlaod  antenna 
mutohing  units,  one  for  the  aircra: t  K!  radio.  Initial  testing  has  proven 
highly  successful  and  with  further  refining,  this  LOH  oonsole  should  prove 
an  invaluable  old  to  oonmandars  utilising  their  own  organic  airoraft  and 
radios.  This  project  has  boon  submitted  for  the  ENSURE  program, • 

(o)  RBCOi'EIENEKiTION  t  That  all  units  vith  organio  0H-6A  aircraft  and 
a  need  for  the  airborne  oonsole,  consider  utilisation  of  this  type  system. 


LTC,  PA 
C  ommanding 
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31  January  1969,  RCS  OS  for  -  65 


Commanding  General 
25th  Infantry  Division 
ATTN*  Division  History 
APO  San  Francisco  96225 


1 ,  Operations :  fflmiflLBant  AcUvlUfifi, 


For  the  period  1  November  I960  to  31  January  1969,  B  Company  of  the  65th 
Engineer  Battalion  provided  general  support  to  the  25th'  Infantry  Division,  vhlle 
A,  C  and  D  Companies  provided  direct  support  to  the  1st,  2nd  and  3rd  Brigades 
respectively,  E  Company  continued  its  bridging  mission  for  the  25th  Infantry 
Division, 

The  thtooe  companies  located  at  Cu  Chi  (E,  C  and  E)  vere  tasked  as  a  single 
unit  soon  after  the  beginning  of  the  poriod  when  the  VC  blew  the  Fhu  Cuong  Bridge 
on  the  night  of  November  5,  Floats  were  built  in  the  E  Company  Bridge  Parle  by 
personnel' of  the  three  companies  and  airlifted  to  the  bridge  site,  Working  day 
and  niegit,  the  65th  Engineers  opened  the  700-plus-foot  division  load  float  bridge 
to  traffic  on  the  afternoon  of  7  November  1963, 

E  Company,  tasked  with  the  maintenance  of  the  float  bridge,  began  construo*' 
tion  of  a  144<-foot  Bailey  Bridge  to  ropnir  a  section  of  the  Go  Dau  Ha  Bridge 
blown  by  the  VC  in  March  1963,  The  bridge  was  erected  at  half  its  normal  road¬ 
way  width  of  16  feet,  pushed  across  the  gap  and  than  widanod  to  its  full  width  of 
13  feet.  Docking  and  additional  panels  were  added  to  nolco  tho  bridge  capable  of 
carrying  division  load  vehicles.  Dedication  ceremonios  woro  held  13  December 
1963. 


In  other  bridging  work  done  during  the  period,  E  Company  January  17  removed 
a  five-float  bridge  at  checkpoint  23  and  a  70-foot  Bailey  at  checkpoint  22. 
Numerous  dry  spans  were  constructed  by  E' Company  during  the  period. 

Though  B  Company’s  main  role  was  general  support,  it  was  committed  to  direct 
combat  support  missions  climaxed  by  the  opening  of  Route  7A  between  QL  1 ' and 
TL  10,  The  unit  also  constructed  a  30-foot  artillery  tower  at  Trung  lap, 
several  culvert  repair  missions  on  LTD  19  and  the  erection  of  a  50-foot  panel 
bridge  in  Trang  Bang, 


Major  projects  around  Cu  Chi  Base  Camp  included' tho  Ou  Chi  Hilton,  Division 
Toro  Leaf  Fad,  Division  Wall,  Division  Ohapel  repair,  sav-.rnl  helipads,  upgrading 
tho ‘bone  -eczip  defenses  and  the  battalion  swimming  pool. 
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A  Company  working  out  of  T ny  Ninh,  provided  direct  support  for  the  1st  '  -  •- 
Brigade  in  the  form  of  daily  nine  sweeps  of  Route  QL  1,  the  main  supply  Route 
seuth  «f  Tny  Ninh,  tho  route  LTL  26  sector  of  the  MSR  to  D «ir  Tieng,  and  route 
TL  4  from  Toy  Ninh  to  Bau  Go  or.  the  north  aide  of  Nui  Be  Den. 

December  found  the  A  Company  Engineers  in  tho  ccnscruction  of  a  60*  X  100' 
helipad  at  the  summit  cf  Nui  Ba  DGn.  Over  2,000  pounds  of  demolitions  was  needed 
te  clear  and  level  the  npea.  At  'the  basooamp  OViOpads  wore  constructed,  and 
three  30*  radar  towers  for  use  at  Fire  Support  Bases  were  constructed  and  heli- 
lifted  t®  their  respective  sites.  A  new  well  was  dug  at  FSB  Rawlins  end  FSB 
M®le  was  constructed.  A  Company  also  constructed  a  road  from  QL  1  into  the 
Renegade  Woods* 

At  thi3  same  time,  C  Company  continued  to  provide  direct  support  to  the 
2nd  Brigade.  In  November  tho  C  Company  Engineers  opened  FSB  Reed  for  the  2/27 
Infantry,  and  at  the  same  time  did  clear  an  area  8  kilometers  long  and 
approximately  IOC  meters  wide  along  7  Alpha.  Dally  minosweeps  were  conducted 
for  the  2/34  Armor,  3/4  Cavalry,  1/5  Mechanized,  2/ 14.  Unfantry,  2/12  Infantry 
and  2/27  Infantry. 

Over  500  gallons  of  peneprino  were  spread  at  FSB’s  Rood  and  Pershing.  Route 
249  was  opened  and  land  Blearing  operations  carried  an  in  tho  vine  ini ty  of 
An  Phu  on  route  6  Alpha  from  FSB  Pershing  to  Trang  Bang  and  in  the  B»u  Bieu 
area  and  -in  the  Phu  Hoa  Dong  aroa. 

D  OcBspeay  wm  ooatpied  dmrir.g  ':*■»  -wV'd  ’-tract  ?VT:Vt  •'•v.Tori  of  the 
3rd  Brigade.  Direct  support  was  els o  provided  for  the  iSflth  Engineer  Battalion 
Rone  plows  cutting  jungle  in  the  area.  Route  19  throu$i  the  Boi  Loi  Woods  as 
an  alternate  MSR  was  opened  by  tho  D  Company  Engineers. 

In  December  th9  Cu  Chi  to  Dau  Tieng  convoy  vns  rtnhuflhod  by  r.  battalion  of 
tho  35th  NVA  Regiment  on  Rout-'  233  about  6  nilors  from  Dau  Tionp,  Several 
trailer  trucl:3  of  nrnunltion  had  exploded  leaving  a  crater  1 5  faet  deep  and 
approximately  50  feot  in  dimeter.  Thousands  of  rounds  o"  all  types  of  high 
explosive  ammunition  were  scattered  all  over  tho  area,  An  immediate  ty-pags 
road  was  3vept  and  mpemod  and  a  barrow  pit  open  -  d  nearby.  Iiorrossedlby  oieny 
fire  the  Engineers  filled  the  crater  ond  reopened  the  road  by  the  neoat  naming. 
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2.  liflgaona  leama&L-  &raxnfler!n  Otraiwntlai,v  Evaluations,  and 


tofclaaa* 


A.  Personnol 

(1)  Personnel  replnccanent/depnrture  has  been  sporatic  and  there  hervo 
boon  no  /rood  indications  available  ns  to  when  replacements  would 
become  avnilahlo.  More  Information  from  Replacement  Center  Op¬ 
erations  would  bo  beneficial. 

(2)  Many  intelligent  and  aggressive  young  soldiers  have  recently 
been  promoted  to  holp  alleviate  the  shortage  of  E-5  and  E-6  Ser¬ 
geants.  These  new  sergeants  -perform  in  an  outstanding  manner 
under  eonbat  conditions,  but  most  will  require  further  training 
and  education  to  broaden  their  professional  badrground. 

(3)  Combat  Engineer  Soldiers  desire  and  deserve  some  form  of  special 
rocognition  within  their  branch  of  service  similar  to  the  combat 
Infantryman's  Badge,  as  in  many  cases  such  as  ninoswoeping  and 
demolitions,  their  danger  eqivals  or  surpasses  that  whicli  the  In¬ 
fantryman  faces. 

B,  Intelligence 

(1)  Aerial  recons  and  photos  aro  helpful  in  determining  tho  mature 
of  certain  tasks,  but '  for  tho  nost  part  are  not  accurate  enough 
for  exact  preparation,  and  are  no  substitute)  for  a  good  thorough 
ground  reconnaissance. 

(2)  Th6  enemy  will  frequently  place  mines  in  tho  road  or  am  ninos 
already  placed  in  tho  road  after  tho  sweep,  team  has  passed.  This 
necessitates  close  observation  and  constant  patrolling  by  respon¬ 
sible  units , 

(3)  The  enemy  forces  in  Vietnam  mine  particular  roads  with  incredible 
frequenter  and  regularity,  making  then  parti cularlly  vulnerable  to 
ambush  patrols,  quito  possibly  the  best  answer  to  enemy  mining 
throats . 


C.  Operations 

(l)  Assault  tr  a  drway  was  foun.d  to  be  on  ooccellont  field  eapeclicnt  for 
be-SQ  course  in  marshy  ground,  and  for  temporary  tactical  boaring 
surface  on  sunken  roads  and  flooded  roads,  as  long  as  tradrod  ve¬ 
hicles  are  excluded  from  use. 
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(2)  Operations  involving  bulldozers  in  heavy  dust  should  not  be 
undertake  on  without  a  large  air  compressor  availablo  to  clean 
the  radiators  daily,  as  excessive  damage  was  found,  to  havo 
occur  ad  in  instances  whore  tills  cleaning  could  not  tales  place, 

(3)  Tha  tanks  authorized  to  Combat  Engineer  Units  ;nrb  fourta.to  bo  tvf 
of  invaluable  assistance  in  the  security  of  job  sites,  and  also 
as  on  alternate  source  of  connuni cations. 

(4)  Wien  over  possible,  an  armored  or  heavy  vehicle  should  precoclo  the 
the  Conxrnd  1/4  ton  vehicle  minimizing  command  and  personnel  loss 
due  to  undiscovered  nines, 

(5)  .;v.l  vehicles  operating  in  an  area  which  is  subject  to  have  road¬ 
blocks  should  bo  equipped  with  a  50*  rope  and  grappling  hook  to 
enable  clearance  of  such  obstacles  without  vnduoly  exposing  the 
con  corenod.  personnel, 

(6)  Honk  security  for  mine  sweeps  should  be  doep'in  the  brush  nt 
the  limit  of  visual  oohtact  vrlth  the  swo'pors,  and  slightly 
alioad  of  then.  Tills  enables  then  to  detect  oneny  naming  connand 
dotonatod  nines. 

(7)  Routes  and  timetables  should  be  varied  in  order  to  keep  from 
establishing  patterns  which  the  anmy  could  capitalise  on. 

(8)  Biro  and.  nonuver  should  ho  used  occasionally  as  an  alternative  to 
withdrawing  and  calling  in  air  and  '■rtillery  strikes,  as  this  has 
been  found  to  route  the  oneny  "orco  from  positions  protected 
from  the  air-artillory  strikes  ho  is  expecting. 

(9)  In  Homo  Plow  operations,  emphasis  should,  ho  placed  on  ’'areas  cleared" 
rather  than  "aceragc ‘cut "  "as  past  emphasis  on  the  latter  has 

led  to  ino.doqua.to  clearing \  with  the  result  that  the  mission,  of 
denying  cover  to  the  onony,  was  not  accomplished.,  even  though  many 
"acres"  were  "cut", 

D.  Logistics 

(1)  The  lack  of  repair  v\art3  for  low  density  items  of  equi-pmcnt’^kB^VP® 
thi3  equipment  from  being  returned  to  or.  operational  status  for 
long  periods  of  time,  parti cularly' true  for  items  of  on  fine or 
equipment  (ex.  5  ton  hriclgo  trud:s,  250  CM  compressors,  sntrecheirs) 

(2)  Critical  shortages  of  1/4  ton  vehicles ,  bucket  loaders  and  5  ton 
dump  trucks  havo  seriously  hamper od  many  operations  that  this  unit 
has  been  engaged  in.. 
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C  Organization,  nano 

P  Other,  nano 


FOR  THE  COICL'J'TDBR: 

G-VRY  L.  ’  REFOLDS 
1LT  CE 

Acting  Adjutant 
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SUBJECT:  Operational  Report  of  125th  Signal  Battalion  for 
Period  ending  31  January  1969,  RCS  CSFOR-65  (Rl) 


Commanding  General 
25th  Infantry  Division 

aTH  ..TXriH 
APC-  962..'5 


i*  (c)  SasliaaJL JbaacaUanai ... iUnUifiaafc « 

a.  Chrono3.ogy  of  Sigr.:i ficant  Events:  During  the  last  quarter  the 
125 oh  Signal  Butt  alien  continued  to  provide  the  25th  Infantry  Division 
•with  VHF  multichannel  radio  communications,  FM  clear  and  secure  radio, 
radio  teletype,  jommur.ic 'tiona  center  and  messenger  service,  photographic 
support  and  tactical  telephone  communications.  A  chronological  listing 
of  significant  event  is  as  follows: 

(1)  On  18  November  1968,  the  125th  Signal  Battalion  began  planning 
for  the  change  from  the  "Ech^1'  series  TO&E  to  the  "Golf''  series  TO&E. 

The  battalion  was  reorganized  under  new  series  T0&3  by  15  December  1968, 
normal  operations  were  continued  throughout  the  change. 

(2)  On  12  December  1968,  the  125th  Signal  Battalion  was  tasked 
with  the  requirement  for  VHP  support  at  Fire  Support  Base  Sedtrewick,  To 
meet  this  requirement,  the  VHF  system  at  Go  Ebu  Ha  had  to  be  withdrawn, 
and  replaced  by  the  1st  Signal  Brigade,  86th  Signal  Battalion. 


(3)  On  27  December  1963,  the  125th  Signal  Battalion  was  in  support 
of  the  Bob  Hope  Show,  "Gperation  Holly".  Five  telephone  circuits  were 
installed  from  the  Lightning  Bowl  to  the  Cu  Chi  Switchboard.  A  FM  Radio 
net  was  established  to  broadcast  the  Operation  Holly  Show  and  the  public 
address  system  was  also  operated  by  the  signal  battalion.  The  eloae 
supervision  and  earefui  planning  of  the  complete  operation  greatly  con¬ 
tributed  to  the  success  of  the  show. 
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(4)  On  20  January  1969 ,  one  VHP  ejetea  from  Cu  Chi  to  Dau  Tieng 
and  one  VHP  system  from  Dau  Tieng  to  Tav  Nlnh  West  were  discontinued 
to  provide  communication  assets  for  other  contingency  plans* 

(5)  On  23  January  1969,  a  VHP  system  was  installed  from  Tay  HLnh 
West  to  the  looation  of  division  Forward  at  Tay  HLnh  Eaut, 

(6)  During  the  past  quarter  the  following  now  items  of  equipment 
were  received  by  the  battalion. 

(a)  Four  3/4  ton  trucks*  While  these  /presently  help  the  mobility 
of  the  battalion,  those  3/4  ton  trucks  do  not  help  appreciably  in  obtain* 
ing  the  vehiolee  required  under  the  new  "Gel P “  series  TO&E*  A  shortage 
of  sixty  3/4  ton  trucks  still  exists* 

(b)  Thirty  two  3F-10  MT  generators.  The  receipt  of  the  much  needed 
generators  greatly  enhanced  the  battalion'?,  capability  to  provide  multi* 
channel  radio  relay  support  for  the  division.  However,  a  shortage  of 
twenty  eight  generators  still  exists . 

b.  Command 

(l)  The  mission  of  the  125th  Signal  Battalion  is  as  follows t 

(a)  Provide  signal  corrwnications  for  all  echelons  of  division 
headquarters,  support  command  and  tp  ma^or  subordinate  units. 

(b)  Provide  each  Brieade  Headquarters  with  multichannel  commu¬ 
nications  and  connect  Division  Artillery  into  the  Division  Communications 
System. 

(c)  Provide  photography  for  the  division,  accept  aerial  photography. 

(d)  Provide  motor  messenger  service  at  eonnand  posts  and  coordinate 
air  courier  service  outside  ccamand  posts  as  required. 

(e)  Provide  direct  support  cryptographic  maintenance  for  the  Division. 

(f)  Maintain  the  sharp  skills  and  psychological  desire  to  win  in 
our  soldiers,  and  a  state  of  material  readiness,  which  will  allow  our 
battalion  to  operate  over  a  long  haul. 
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Period  ending  31  January  1969*  RCS  CSFOB-65  (HI; 


5  February  1969 
for 


(2)  The  organisation  and  functions  of  the  battalion  are  as  follow* : 

(a)  Headquarters  and  Headquarters  Detachment  provides  administrative 
supply  and  maintenance  support* 

(b)  Conpany  A  installs,  operates  and  •maintains  the  coucend  signal 
facilities  in  direct  support  of  the  QL  vision  Headquarters . 

(c)  Company  B  Installs,  operates  and  maintains  the  forward  area 
signal  centers  ir.  support  of  brigades  and  VHP  terminals  to  fire  support 
bases, 

(d)  Company  -  installs,  operates  and  maintains  Wvluion  Support 
Command  commimi cations  facilities,  field  and  base  camp  tactical  cable 
installation,  and  provides  sll.11  and  motion  picture  coverage  for  the 
division. 

(e)  Present  organisational  ehart  is  included  as  Inclosure  1 . 

(3)  Personalities* 

(a)  Comnander:  Daring  the  entire  period  covered  by  this  report, 
the  battalion  commander  has  been  lieutenant  Colonel  John  W,  Sorbet,  OF 
103739,  Signal. 

(b)  Staff:  At  the  close  of  this  reporting  period  the  principle  staff 
members  were  as  follows: 

X*  Assistant  Division  Si  gnal  Officer t  Ms, lor  Stuart  J.  Tfid.ll,  085710, 
Signal* 

2*  Executive  Officer:  Jfejor  Edward  F.  O'Brien,  02273047,  Signal. 

1*  3-1:  First  lieutenant  Harry  A.  Weiss,  02330462,  Signal. 

4*  S-2/3:  Major  Robert  A.  Fazio,  JR,  095017,  Signal. 

X*  S-4:  Captain  Thomas  Sims  JR,  05711679,  Signal. 

(c)  Unit  Commanders:  At  the  close  of  the  reporting  period,  the  wit 
commander's  of  subordinate  units  were: 
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SUBJUT:  Operational  Report  of  125th  Signal  Battalion  for 
Perlodi  ending  31  January  1969,  RCS  CSFOR-65  (RI) 


1»  Headquarters  and  Headquarters  Detachment  :  lieutenant  Harry  /*• 

Weisa,  02330462,  Signal. 

2*  A  Company*  First  Lieutenant  William  H,  Muller,  III,  05340519, 
Sljjn&X# 

1»  8  Cbnpany:  First  lieutenant  Ronald  E.  Amoss,  05340519,  Signal* 

4.  C  Conpany:  Captain  Lawson  W.  Brandon,  099027,  Fignal, 
c.  Persons .'1  and  Administration: 

(1)  liintonance  of  unit  strength: 

(a)  Battalion  strengh  as  of  31  January'  1969:  (See  Inclosure  2). 

(b)  Summary  of  projected  gains  and  losses  for  the  next  90  days: 

(See  inclosure  3), 

(c)  Reenlistment  Program: 

1«  Number  of  reenlistments  during  the  ouarter:  1 

2*  Battalion  reenlistment  program  is  carried  out  by  the  subordinate 
unit  commanders  *  Primary  emphasis  is  placed  on  making  the  individual  aware 
Cf  the  reenlistmBnt  opportunities  available  to  him* 

(2)  Personnel  Management: 

(a)  Personnel  procedure, 

i.  Personnel  assigned  during  the  quarter. 


OFFICERS 

WARRANT  OFFICERS 

ENLISTED 

9 

3 

196- 

Rotated  to  CONUS  during  the  quarter. 

OFFICERS 

WARRANT  OFFICERS 

13 

2 
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SUBJECTt  Operational  Report  of  125th  Sljpwl  Bittalion  Ft »* 

Period  ending  31  January  1969,  RCS  CSPOJU65  (HI) 


Casualties  during  the  quarter. 

V  Returned  to  duty. 

vmsm  mmumsm  mams 

0  0  0 
fe,*  r;vacutatwd  from  eoaibat  none. 

PFFyCffiS  WARRANT  OFFICERS  ENLISTED 

0  0  2 
£,  billed  in  action. 

C.FFICflaS  WARRANT  OFFICERS  ENLISTED 

0  0  1 


4*  Promotions  during  the  quarter  were  as  follows: 

ftgg MS 

LTC  MAJ  CPT  1LT  2LT  C%  OT3  CVJ2 

1  2 

ms§m 

39  S3  E7  E6  E5  E4 

1  1  10  9«  146 

i.  Reclassification:  Nane 

4.  Retirement  x  Nbne 

(b)  Civilian  personnel:  Civilian  personnel  are  utilized  by  the 
battalion  on  both  a  permanent  hire  and  daily  hire  basis .  She  permanent 
hire  personnel  are  hired  and  paid  by  the  Division  labor  Office  and  are 
employed  as  kitchen  police  and  latrine  burners.  Daily  hire  personnel  axe 
hired  •  on  an  as  needed  basis  to  perform  unskilled  labor  such  as  cleaning 
drainage  ditches,  bunker  construction  or  filling  sandbags. 
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SUBJECT:  Operational  report  of  125th  Signal  Battalion  for 
Period  ending  31  January  .1969*  RCS  CSPOB-65  (RI) 


(o)  Jferale  and  Personnel  Servioee. 

1*  Leaves  during  the  quarter  were  as  follows: 

EMERGENCY  COMPASSIONATE  SPECIAL  ORDINARY 

m  ^ 

3  1  33  34 

I&R  for  the  quarter:  171 

(d)  Discipline,  Caw  and  Orders 

JL*  Daring  the  past  quarter  there  were  no  cases  tried  by  General 
Court  Mirtial. 

2..  There  was  one  case  tried  by  Special  Court  Ifertial 

3..  There  were  no  cases  tried  by  Summary  Court  Martial. 

4,*  There  were  no  cases  of  confinement  during  the  last  quarter. 

d,.  Intelligence  and  Security. 

( 1 )  The  125th  Signal  Ehttalion  closely  follows  the  intelligence 
situation  within  the  Division  TAOI,  Current  intelligence  data  is  of  prime 
consideration  in  planning  the  operations  of  the  battalion  so  that  the 
capability  to  rapidly  react  to  new  communication  requirements  is  retained. 
Current  intelligence  data  ie  maintained  by  the  Battalion  Intelligence 
Sergeant  and  Company  Commander's  are  briefed  daily  in  order  to  keep  them 
abreast  of  the  current  tactical  situation, 

(2)  Any  information  obtained  by  members  of  the  battalion  that  may 
have  an  immediate  intelligence  value  is  reported  to  the  nearest  battalion 
or  division  intelligence  section.  This  procedure  is  followed  as  elements 
of  the  battalion  are  located  throughout  the  division  TnOI  thus  preventing 
the  reporting  of  intelligence  information  through  the  signal  battalion. 

e.  Operations  and  Training. 

( 1 )  Operations : 
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SUBJECT:  Operational  Report  of  125th  Signal  Battalion  for 
Period  ending  31  January  1969*  RCS  CSF0R-6j>  (RI) 


(a)  Concept  of  operation:  In  order  to  fulfill  its  mission  of 
providing  direct  signal  support  to  the  division  headquarters  and  division 
subordinate  units  the  battalion  operates  both  statie  and  mobile  communications 
facilities*  Permanent  telephone,  radio  and  communication  center  facilities 
are  provided  to  interconnect  the  three  major  base  camps  utilized  by  divisional 
units.  To  provido  support  for  apeoific  operations,  a  signal  task  force  is 
formed  consisting  of  personnel  and  equipment  necessary  to  fulfill  the  require¬ 
ment  « 

(b)  Supervision  and  coordination  of  tactical  operations:  In 
addition  to  the  normal  command,  control  and  cocrdtf.nating  facilities  found 
in  all  battalions,  the  125th  Signal  Battalion  employs  a  Systems  Control  A-. 
(SYSCON)  which  iv  the  main  facility  for  controlling  the  Division  Communications 
System.  Systems  Control  is  operated  by  the  battalion  5-3  and  is  responsible 
for  coordination,  direction  and  supervision  of  the  installation,  operation 

and  maintenance  of  all  communication  systems  operated  by  the  battalion. 

(c)  Communication  facilities  provided  by  the  125th  Signal  Efettalion: 

JL*  FM  Radio. 

A,*  Ihe  125th  Signal  Battalion  provided  the  personnel  and  anuipment  for 
the  division  station  in  the  following  FMnots.  (See  Inclosure  4). 

(1)  Division  command  clear 

(2)  Division  command  secure 

fe*  Automatic  retransmission  facilities  on  Nui  Ba  Den  mountain  for  the 
division  clear  and  secure  nets  are  provided  on  a  full  time  basis.  An 
additional  automatic  retransmission  facility  is  operated  at  Dau  Tieng,  This 
is  usually  used  for  the  Division  Intelligence  Net  but  would  be  used  for  the 
command  net  if  difficulties  arise  with  the  mountain  facilities. 

(fi).  Battalion  command  net:  Ibis  net  is  used  to  coordinate  and  con¬ 
trol  the  activities  of  the  battalion.  This  net  is  especially  useful  during 
the  relocation  of  signal  centers  as  it  is  the  only  means  of  communications 
during  movement  and  initial  stages  of  establishment  of  new  signal  centers. 

g.  AM  Radio 

a..  Division  operations/intelligence  RATT  not*  Personnel  and  equipment 
for  the  net  control  station  for  this  net  are  provided  by  the  battalion. 
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SUBJECT t  Operational  Report  of  125th  Signal  Battalion  for 
period  ending  31  January  1969,  RCS  C6FCR-45  (Rl) 


b  DISOOM  administrative/logistic  RATT  nett  The  battalion  provideo  the 
net  control  station  at  Cu  Chi  far  this  net  and  also  provides  stations  at 
Dau  Tieng  and  Tay  Ninh, 

Communications  Center. 

The  25th  Infantry  Division  Communications  Center  facilities  are  pro¬ 
vided  by  the  125th  Signal  Battalion.  During  the  last  quarter  an  average  of 
6005  messages  wore  handled  per  month.  Of  the  traffic  handled,  10#  was  or¬ 
iginating  traffic,  87#  was  terminating  traffic,  3#  vds.-feO Ay  traffic  arri  3# 
was  hand  carried  messages .  High  precedence  traffic  continued  to  be  passed 
at  high  volume.  An  average  of  68#  of  all  traffic  handled  had  precedence  of 
imnediate  or  higher.  During  the  past  cuarter,  communications  center  facil¬ 
ities  were  also  provided  for  1st  Brigade  and  3d  Brigade, 

it.  'Die  battalion  continued  to  provide  switchboard  service  for  the  division 
during  the  last  quarter.  Two  switchboards  were  provided,  one  fa*  termination 
•f  common  user  lines  and  the  other  for  termination  of  DTOC  sola  user  circuits. 
There  are  presently  106  common  user  linos  terminated  on  the  lightning  Main 
board  and  44  sole  user  lines  terminated  on  the  DTOC  borxd.  The  lightning  Malt) 
Switchboard  handles  an  average  of  4498  calls  per  day,  almost  138,000  per  month. 

JJ,  VHF  Support 1  Common  user  and  sole  user  telephone  and  teletype  circuits 
over  multi-channel  VHF  systems  continued  to  provide  the  major  portion  of  the 
communications  for  the  division  during  the  last  ouarter.  Service  wee  provided 
for  the  division  headquarters,  division  forward  headquarters,  three  brigades 
main  location,  and  as  many  as  thirteen  Fire  Support  bases .  See  Incloeure  5 
for  current  VHP  systems  diagram. 

6.  MARS  station  AB8AJ,  has  continued  to  improve  it's  facilities  during 
the  past  quarter.  A  new  tower  has  been  installed  with  a  high  gain  log 
periodic  antenna.  A  second  high  gain  leg  periodic  antenna  has  been  assembled. 
Poor  radio  propagation  has  continued  to  limit  telephone  service  to  the  United 
States  although  station  AB8AJ  has  maintained  an  average  "patch  count"  of  626 
calls  per  month,  well  above  the  average  for  its  net. 

2.  Training  Program 

&  The  training  of  battalion  personnel  is  in  keeping  with  the  operational 
requirements  continually  arising  in  a  signal  unit.  During  the  past  three 
months  daily  on  the  job  training  was  conducted,  also  battalion  personnel 
attended  the  following  courses s 
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was  sbl  sm& 

Cable  Splicing  2 
Telephone  Key  ^ysteras  Maintenance  2 
AV®C-50  1 
Small  Arne  Inspection  5 
Generator  Operators  4 
Mesa  Management  5 
Helicopter  Load  Preparation  9 
AVGR6-106  Maintenance  2 


fc,  All  personnel  assigned  to  the  battalion  fire  their  assigned  weapon 
a  minimum  of  once  a  month.  Also,  all  battalion  'personnel  who  are  required  to 
perform  duty  as  a  bunker  line  guard  receive  eight  hours  of  instruction  prior 
to  performing  this  duty.  Training  consists  of  instruction  the  duties  of  a 
bunkor  line  guard, uee  of  weapons,  and  pyrotechnics. 

f.  Logistics. 

(1)  Supply 

(2)  Class  of  Supply 

A,.  This  organisation  has  experienced  no  great  difficulty  in  obtaining 
Class  I  supplies .  There  have  been  occasions  when  meals  were  substituted  out 
of  necessity  by  the  Class  I  point  without  substitute  meals  being  furnished. 
Claso  C  rations  have  been  readily  available  for  units  in  the  field** 

2.,  Class  II:  Administrative  and  housekeeping  supplies;  The  division 
supply  officer  has  published  and  distributed  a  self  service  supply  center 
stockage  list  which  contains  approximately  1000  items  of  expendable  supplies. 
Problems  have  been  encountered  with  this  system  as  an  average  of  approximately 
150  items  are  requested  weekly  with  normally  only  15  or  20  items  being  re¬ 
ceived. 


3,.  Class  III:  This  organization  has  experienced  no  difficulty  in 
obtaining  required  POL. 

4,  Class  IV:  This  organization  has  experienced  no  great  difficulty 
in  obtaining  fortification  and  barrier  materials. 

Class  V:  This  organization  has  experienced  no  difficulty  in 
obtaining  ammunition. 

j9 
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a.  Personnel  -  None 

b.  Operations  -  None 
o.  Training  -  None 

d.  Intelligence  -  None 

e.  Logistics  «  None 

f .  Other  -  None 


5  Incl 
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BERNARD  P.  MATTHEY  f , 
LTC,  SigC  |  / 

Commanding 
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125th  Signal  Battalion  Strength  as  o i  31  January  1969 


OFFICER  to  EM  TOTAL 


Subordinate  Unit* 

AUTH 

0/H 

AUTH 

QM 

AUTH 

m 

AUTH 

m 

HHD 

11 

10 

4 

4 

51 

68 

66 

82 

A  Conpany 

4 

4 

1 

1 

213 

176 

218 

181 

B  Company 

5 

4 

0 

0 

166 

155 

171 

159 

C  Conuany 

5 

L 

* 

0 

0 

.181 

160 

186 

1$4 

125th  Signal  & 

25 

22 

5 

5 

611 

559 

641 

586 
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Sum ary  of  China  and  Looses  for  the  Next  90  Day  Period. 


ISSSfiL 

aa,  day 

k 0  DAY 

90  DAY 

Officers 

2 

5 

e 

Warrant  Officers 

0 

0 

0 

Unlisted 

55 

127 

222 

GAINS 

She  division’s  projected  gain  of  signal  officers  for  the  next  90  days 
is  three  majors,  twelve  captains  and  six  lieutenants.  This  is  not  a  realistic 
gain  figure  for  the  battalion  as  incoming  officers  are  often  diverted  upon 
arrival  in -country.  Also,  all  siffial  officers  assigned  to  the  division  are 
not  further  assigned  to  the  battalion  as  many  are  assigned  to  signal  slots 
in  other  units  of  the  division.  No  realistic  gain  figures  are  available  for 
enlisted  replacements. 


2)0 


Incl  3 


CONFIDENTIAL 


CONFIDENTIAL 


Incl  4  Vagram  T 


a III 


Confidential 


Dtvialan  annum  Q1  way  FK 


CONFIDENTIAL 


Not**  Other  major  cdnmnds  enter  as  required 
Incl  4  Diagram  2  I  s 
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HEADQUARTERS,  2$TH  INFANTRY  DIVISION  SUPPORT  COMMAND 
A*0  Sin  Franelaoo  9622$ 


AVDCSP-C  31  January  1969 

SUBJECTt  Operational  Raporti  Laaaona  Laarnad  for  tha  Period  1  November 
1968  to  31  January  1969. 


Commanding  General 
25th  Infantry  Division 
ATTNj  AVDCMH 
APO  96225 


1,  Section  1.  Operations*  Significant  Aotlvitiea 

a.  Headquarters  Headquarters  Company  25th  Infantry  Division  Support 
Command* 


(1)  Throughout  this  reporting  period  the  25th  Infantry  Division’s 
Support  Command  headquarters  elements  and  subordinate  units  have  participated 
In  operations  Toan  Thang,  phase  II  by  supporting  operations  primarily  from 
Cu  Chi,  Tay  Nlnh  and  Dau  Tleng.  On  15  October  1967  the  Support  Command  was 
given  the  mission  of  providing  the  Internal  security  and  control  for  the 
dally  logistical  convoy*  It  accomplished  this  mission  by  utilising  an  at¬ 
tached  reconnalnaeanee  platoon  with  additional  equipment  and  vehicles  from 
the  Uth  Battalion  9th  Infantry.  On  thei  25th  Novaribar  this  headquarters  was 
relieved  of  this  responsibility  and  the  mission  was  given  to  the  Provost 
Marshal.  The  security  platoon  with  all  Its  vehicles  and  equipment  was 
transferred  at  thle  time. 

(2)  On  27  November  196P  Colonel  Jamee  Atwell  was  assigned  as  the 
commander  of  the  Support  Command.  The  new  commander  placed  command  emphasis 
on  reducing  the  amount  of  salvage  whloh  had  accumulated  in  each  of  the  div¬ 
ision's  base  camps,  retrograding  of  the  large  amount  of  excess  conex  con¬ 
tainers,  reducing  the  tonage  of  the  division's  ASP,  and  the  overall  up¬ 
grading  of  the  living  conditions  in  all  areas  of  the  Support  Command.  The 
results  of  these  activities  will  be  noted  in  the  appropriate  area  of  this 
report.  It  was  learned  by  visits  of  the  commander  to  the  supported  units 
that  many  of  the  logistical  problems  that  units  encountered  was  due  mainly 
to  the  lack  of  communication  or  action  by  the  supported  unit  to  the  support¬ 
ing  units*  The  policy  of  frequent  visits  to  the  supported  units  by  the 
supporting  battalion  commanders  has  and  will  eliminate  many  of  the  unite 
logiatleal  problems* 

(3)  On  25  November  1968  the  new  G  Series  TOE  wae  Implemented  and 
authorized  a  major  as  the  S-5  of  this  headquarters,  prior  to  this  the  job 
was  performed  by  a  captain  assigned  against  the  Medical  Battalion  TOE. 


AVDCSP-C  January  1969 

SUBJECTS  Operational  Reports  Lessons  Learned  for  the  Period  1  November 
1968  to  31  January  1969. 

It  was  learned  that  the  3-5  was  needed  In  this  headquarters  and  vary  useful 
In  coordinating  all  oivic  actions  and  psychological  operations  activities 
within  the  unit  area  of  operation.  During  this  reported  period  the  offorts 
and  results  of  the  S-5  were  outstanding, 

b.  Band  25th  Infantry  Support  Command 

(1)  The  25th  Infantry  Division  Band  participated  in  the  following 
public  performances  s 

(a)  Routine  commitments  (excluding  Proieot  Christmas  Carol 
performances  during  the  period  18  -  25  December  1968 ) c 


Change  of  Command  ceremonies  (Div  units)  9 
Awards  ceremonies  (Div  units)  6 

Miscellaneous  ceremonies  (Div)  30 

Serenades,  arrivals  and  departures  of 
troops  52 

One  hour  concerts  (Service  Club,  Hospital, 
Snack  Bar,  Unit  area)  21 

Performances  and  ceremonies  (Non-Div  units)  3 
Solo  Bugler  (Memorial  Services)  37 

Performances  by  small  instrumental  groups  5 


(b)  The  object  of  Project  Christmas  Carol  was  to  present  live 
programs  of  Christmas  music  for  the  maximum  number  of  personnel  during  the 
period  18  through  25  December  I960.  In  addition  to  Christmas  music  concerts 
by  the  full  band,  five  ensembles  of  four  to  seven  musicians  each  were  form¬ 
ed  in  order  to  play  in  areas  too  small  to  accommodate  the  full  band,  or  to 
give  simultaneous  performances.  One  ensemble  also  performed  classical 
chamber  music  for  the  Division  Chapel  Choir  in  a  choral  program  which  was 
presented  in  17  fire  support  bases  on  the  2hth  and  25th  of  December.  Other 
holiday  activities  supported  were  concerts  in  unit  mess  halls  or  clubs, 
Christmas  parties  for  Vietnamese  children,  chapel  services,  special  ser¬ 
enades  for  Division  Headquarters,  service  olub  Christmas  party,  roving 
carol  serenades,  etc.  The  following  is  a  breakdown  by  performing  medium 
of  Project  Christmas  Carol  presentations: 

Full  Band  performances  21  performances 
Ensemble  with  chorus  26  performances 
Instrumental  ensemble  lh  performances 

(2)  During  this  reported  period  the  band  was  requested  to  perform 
outside  of  the  Division  TAOI  on  four  different  occasions.  The  band  was 
also  requested  in  conjunction  with  civic  action  projects  this  past  quarter. 
Now  the  band  visits  a  fire  support  base  twice  a  week  to  provide  early  morn¬ 
ing  music. 
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AVDC8V-0  31  January  1969 

SUBJECT)  Operational  Report:  Lessons  Learned  for  tha  Period  1  November 
1968  to  31  January  1969* 

o.  Divtalon  ammunition  Of floe 


(1)  The  29th  Divlaion  Ammunition  offloe  continued  to  provide 
ammunition  aupport  to  the  divisional  and  attaohed  unite  operating  within 
the  division  area  of  responsibility.  During  this  period  the  division  ASP 
provided  Class  V  support  to  elements  of  the  1st  Cav  Division  and  199th  Light 
Infantry  Brigade  while  eonduoting  operations  in  the  division  area.  The 
tonnage  of  the  ASP  wae  reduced  from  1500  tone  to  696  tons*  Tha  number  of 
line  items  oarried  in  the  ASP  was  reduced  from  210  Items  to  .69  items.  Ties 
present  oonoept  in  ulltlsing  Thru-Put  where  ever  possible  to  fire  support 
bases  has  greatly  assisted  in  reducing  the  line  Items  and  the  tonnage  on 
hand  in  the  ASP. 

(2)  Status  at  the  end  of  quarter *  Tons  on  hand  696 

(1)  Issues  during  quarter: 

Month  Total  Tone  Tons/Day 

November  1170  27 

December  788  lL 

January  696  3U 

<U)  Average  for  quarter  (Tons /Day):  25 
d.  Division  Transportation  Office 

(1)  The  Division  Transportation  Section  has  coordinated  the  require¬ 
ments  for  U.S,  Air  Force  airlift  for  unit  movement  and  resupply  in  support 
of  operations.  Special  airlift  data  concerning  USAF  support  is  as  follows: 


MONTH  CA300  (Tons) 


TROOPS  OPERATION 


November 

December 


January 

refer4. 


1,U37 

1,195 

829 

77&2T 


2h, 767 
26,9U5 
23,062 

iurriu 


N/A 

N/A 

n/a 


(2)  The  Division  Transportation  Section  continues  to  operate  hold 
baggage  sections  at  Cu  Chi,  Tay  Nlnh  and  Dau  Tieng  for  the  convenience  of 
of  personnel  located  within  the  Division  TAOI.  These  baggage  sections  are 
capable  of  receiving  baggage  of  rotating  personnel,  processing  and  deliver¬ 
ing  baggage  to  Hqs  Area  Command  Baggage  Section,  Tan  Son  Nhut.  The  baggage 
sections  also  process  baggage  of  newly  arrived  personnel.  Data  concerning 
the  Division  baggage  sections  is  as  follows: 
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AVDCSP-C  January  1969 

SUBJECT;  Operational  Report;  Leesons  Learned  for  the  Period  1  November 
1968  to  31  January  1969. 


MONTH 

PERSONNEL  PRODDED  SERVICE 

PIECES 

WEIGHT 

November 

755 

1,085 

89,570 

December 

779 

1,122 

85,301* 

January 

ToGT” 

x  659 

57 

995 

17552 

88,610 

56XOT 

(3)  The  Division  Transportation  Section  continues  to  coordinate 
and  schedule  the  operation  of  resupply  convoys  within  the  Division  TAOI. 
During  the  past  quarter  59?  convoys  have  been  operated  in  support  of  the 
base  camps  located  at  Cu  Chi,  Tay.  Ninh,  and  Dau  Tieng  with  a  total  volume 
of  22,051  vehicles.  The  operation  of  resupply  convoys  includes  establish¬ 
ing  schedules,  receiving  vehicular  requirements  and  coordination  of  secur¬ 
ity  forces  and  traffic  control.  All  convoys  operating  on  the  Division  MSR, 
either  tactical  unit  moves  or  unit  resupply,  are  granted  movement  clearance 
by  the  Transportation  Officer,  Highway  continues  to  be  the  primary  mode 
of  transportation  for  the  resupply  of  the  division  base  camps.  Following 
is  a  breakdown  of  regular  resupply  convoys  operated  in  the  division  areas 

a,  Cu  Chi  -  Tan  Son  Nhut 


VEHICLES 

25th  DIV  4 

NOMTH 

NO.  OF  CONVOYS 

1ST  LOG  COMD 

ATTACHED  UNITS 

November 

26 

3bb 

December 

0 

January 

0 

5nr 

Total 

55 

b. 

Cu  Chi  -  Long  Binh 

November 

LO 

h89 

December 

Lb 

552 

January 

55 

681 

Total 

W 

1775? 

0. 

Long  Binh  -  Cu  Chi  - 

Tay  Ninh 

November 

60 

3,b8l 

858 

December 

57 

3,159 

961 

January 

ToFal 

62 

IT? 

3,872 

137515 

1,119 

57 w 

d.  Long  Binh  -  Cu  Chi  -  Dau  Tieng 
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AVDCSP-C 

31  January  1969 

SUBJECTS  Operational  Report: 

Lessons  Learned  for  the  Period  1  November 

1968  to  31 

January  1969. 

29TH  DIV  & 

MONTH 

NO.  OF  CONVOfS 

1ST  LOO  COMP 

ATTACHED  UNITS 

November 

60 

1,109 

898 

December 

97 

1,206 

961 

January 

miz 

62 

17? 

A,  108 

1»115> 

2T53H 

e.  Cu 

Chi  -  Due  Hoa 

November 

2k 

202 

December 

26 

208 

January 

26 

208 

Total 

75 

STS 

(it)  On  19  December  1968,  an  alternate  MSR  was  opened  to  expedite 
highway  movements  between  Cu  Chi  and  its  two  forward  support  base  camps. 
Connecting  Trang  Bang  with  Bao  Don,  the  new  road  provides  a  route  which 
shortens  the  distance  between  the  three  base  camps.  The  addition  of  an 
alternate  MSR  reduced,  the  possibilities  of  ambushes  by  utilizing  different 
routes  if  required, 

(5)  In  December  1968,  the  Division  Transportation  Office  was  requi¬ 
red  to  retrograde  approximately  1,000  conex  containers  to  Newport  RVN,  on 
a  scheduled  monthly  basis  from  January  through  June  1969.  The  Division 
Transportation  Office  arranged  for  the  collection  and  retrograde  of  conex 
containers  required.  The  task  was  completed  on  31  January  1969,  returning 
1,000  conexes  to  the  transportation  system.  The  fact  that  so  many  had  to  ' 
be  moved  in  so  short  a  time  proved  that  some  Amy  assets  were  not  being 
utilized  to  the  maximum.  This  action  allowed  delivery  of  a  vital  supply 
item  to  the  transportation  system  and  ridding  the  division  of  excess  equip¬ 
ment  requiring  preventive  and  corrective  maintenance.  The  lesson  learned 
shows  that  closer  scrutiny  must  be  placed  on  asset  utilization  to  prevent 
waste,  misuse  and  to  promote  maximum  effectiveness  of  resources. 

e.  2$th  Administration  Company 

(1)  During  the  past  month  and  a  half  this  unit  has  seen  a  consid¬ 
erable  improvement  in  Administration  Companys  overall  position.  Physically, 
a  new  sump  for  the  Mess  Hall  has  been  built,  four  new  prefabricated  billets 
are  being  constructed,  a  new  sump  for  shower  area  has  been  approved,  bunker 
capacity  has  been  increased  by  about  $0%,  a  weapons  room  and  addition  to 
supply  room  has  been  constructed* 

f ,  729th  Maintenance  Battalion 

(1)  During  this  period  the  unit  continued  to  provide  direct  support 
maintenance  and  repair  parts  support  to  the  division' in  all  of  its  operations. 
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SHBJECT*  Operational  Report*  Lessons  Learned  for  the  Period  1  November 
1968  to  31  January  1969. 

(2)  As  a  result  of  the  Phase  II  Standardization  Program,  the 
Battalion  was  reorganized  in  accordance  with  USARPAC  General  Order  NuWber 
775,  dated  22  November  1968.  This  action  organized  the  Battalion  under 
MTOE  29-150*  The  reorganization  provided  for  increased  personnel  which 
were  vitally  needed.  Comparative  strengrha  before  and  after  this  reorgani¬ 
zation  are: 

OFF  WO  EM  AGG 

MTOE  29-15E  T9  TC  6HE  59T 

MTOE  29-15G  31  17  806  851* 

(a)  Operations:  The  following  jobs  were  completed  by  this 
battalion  during  reporting  period: 


ITEM 

NOV 

DEC 

JAM 

TOTAL 

Wheel  Vehicles 

31k 

302 

305 

921 

Tracked  Vehicles 

190 

179 

177 

51*6 

Small  Arms 

781 

101*7 

917 

271*5 

Artillery 

69 

76 

111 

256 

Engineer 

21* 

32 

31* 

90 

Signal 

2067 

2290 

2275 

6632 

Office  Machines 

11*0 

10? 

178 

1*25 

Aircraft 

21*1 

233 

265 

739 

Other 

259 

289 

315 

863 

Totals 

1*585“ 

H52T 

55TT 

137STT 

(b)  Logisties: 


(1)  General 

(a)  At  the  Battalion's  request,  the  1st  Logistical 
Command's  Instructor  and  Inspection  (INI)  Team  visited  during  the  first 
week  of  December  1968.  The  results  of  the  Inspection  verifired  that  much 
improvement  has  been  made  in  the  technical  operation  of  the  Battalion  since 
last  August.  The  Inspection  report  is  now  being  used  as  the  basis  for  fur¬ 
ther  improvements.  All  deficiencies  will  be  corrected  by  1  February  1969. 

(b)  An  all-time  low  backlog  figure  of  1*1*9  Jobs  was 
reached  during  the  period.  This  represents  about  a  3  day  workload. 

(2)  Supply 

(a)  During  the  period,  repair  parts  have  gradually 

become  more  plentiful* 

(b)  A  complete  review  of  all  the  Battalion  ASL's 
was  completed.  This  resulted  in  1*755  line  items  being  deleted  from  tiie 
stockage  lists  due  either  to  lack  of  demands  and/or  invalid  federal  stock 
numbers.  Prices  and  units  of  issue  were  posted  to  all  stock  records.  This 
has  resulted  in  the  Battalion's  ASL  being  reduced  from  approximately  16,000 
line  items  (including  aircraft)  to  12,000  line  items. 


PWCIDIW  FAGI  BLANK,  NOT  PI£kBD 


AVDCSW?  31  January  1969 

SUBJECT:  Operational  Report t  Lessons  Learned  for  the  Period  1  November 
1968  to  31  January  1969 


(o)  Performance  data  during  this  period  also 
oontlnuad  to.  Improve*  Zero  balances  are  holding  at  about  a  30$  level; 
demand  aooommodatlon  continues  at  about  $6%*  Requisition  volume  continues 
at  about  15# 000  per  month.  The  nuriber  of  Red  Ball  requisitions  continues 
at  12-ll*$  of  the  total  volume  handled. 

(d)  A  complete  location  survey  was  performed  in  all 
of  the  forward  suoport  companies.  731  fringe  items  were  located  and  ship¬ 
ped  out.  Location  accuracy  was  increased  from  an  average  of  57.7$  to  above 
90$.  Each  of  these  3  ASL’s  was  reduced  by  about  i*0$, 

.(e)  A  complete  inventory  of  the  stocks  in  the  for¬ 
ward  support  companies  waS  a, Iso  completed.  Inv$ritoiy  accuracy  Improvement 
from  61*$  to  above  90$. 


(f)  All  requested  objectives  were  recomputes.  «j.ong 
with  the  net  assets  for  each  ASL  line  item.  Excessive  requisitions  were 
cancelled,  proper  q^nti  ties,  were  reordered  and  any  excesses  were  shipped. 

(g)  Changes  in  procedures  goVerning  tum-in  service¬ 
able  stocks  to  the  depot  have  severely  hamperdd.  disposing  of  excesses. 

Under  these  procedure?,,  nothing  may  be  returned  without  obtaining  disposit¬ 
ion  instructions  from  the  USAICCVl  This  has  'taketl'abdut  1U  days  or  more 
with  disposition  being  directed  to  any  of  the  in-country  Support  comrifeinda, 
Okinawa,  USADJ,  and  CONUS,  ,  These  procedures  not  only  Slow  down  the  return 
of  stocks  but  place  a  burden  on  the  unit,  to  pack,  crate,  atid  ship  for  which 
they  are  not  equipped. 

(3)  Maintenance: 

(a)  Commeli  The  arrival  of  8  additional  AN/PPS-5 
Radar  Sets#  making  a  total  of  lli,  has  increased  the  requirement  for  test 
equipment.  The  overall  support  of  the  AU/PPS-5  Radar  Ret  is  inadequate 
due  to  lack  of  trained  personnel,  repair  parts  and  test  equipment.  Organ¬ 
izational  technicians  and  the  limited  OJT1 given  and  the  lack  of  repair  parts 
allow  these  personnel  to  make  very  minor  adjustments  and  only  clean  the 
equipment.  Maintenance  at  the  direct  support  level  is  also  hampered  by  a 
lack  of ‘ diagnostic  test  equipment  and  repair  parts.  This  results  in  evac¬ 
uation  of  the  equipment  to  higher  levels  and  subsequent  delays  In  return¬ 
ing  it  to  an  operational  status. 

^b)  The  lack  of  A-9  modules  continues  to  ue  the 
primary  pa*  *a  problem  with  the  RT-505',  FM  radios. 

(o?  The  AM/PPS*3,  Miniaturized  Starligno  scopes 
arrived  In  the  Division  In  December  1968.  Additional  batteries,  BA-1533, 

FSN  6135-056-7612,  have  not  been  received  to  support  the  scope. 
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AVDCSP-C  January  1969 

SUBJECT*  Operational  Report*  Lessons  learned  for  the  Period  1  November 
1966  to  31  January  1969. 

(d)  Wheel  Vehiolest  Generally  eaoh  family  of  veh¬ 
icles  Is  bolng  deadllned  for  the  following  critical  parts*  ^  Ton-Engines, 
Transmissions  and  Transfers}  3/1*  Ton-Engines  and  Front  axles;  2%  Ton-Multi- 
fuel  Engines,  Throwout  Barings,  CV  Boots,  end  Clutch  Carriers}  and  5  Ton- 
Boots  and  Hydro vao.  Little  supply  response  from  the  logistical  support  bases 
is  being  experienced  In  obtaining  these  parts. 

(e)  Track  Vehiolest  Although. the  number  of  engines 
used  to  support  the  HI  13  family  of  vehloles  has  gone  down  considerable  since 
the  previous  quarter,  usage  of  M1*6a3  engines  has  lnoreased.  The  primary 
cause  Is  the  dry  weather  and  increased  operations,  M113A1  APS' s  on  hand 
now  have  the  new  shock  mounted  fuel  tanks  wh*nh  ere  holding  up  very  well. 

M86  engines  oontlnue  to  be  oritioAl, 

(f)  Artillery*  Due  to  the  number  of  rounds  being 
fired  and  the  Inareasing  age  of.  the  M109  Howitzer  fleet  the  deadline  rate 
has  increased  considerably  since  the  last  rsporting  period.  Fourth  year 
models  (U  ea)  are  still  on  hand  atfd  have  never  been  replaced.  One  battal¬ 
ion  of  K-101A1  Howitzers  has  been  completely  changed  to  the  M-102.  The 
ourrent  quarter  should  see  the  oompetlon  of  the  exchange  with  the  2nd  Bat¬ 
talion, 


(g)  Small  Arms*  The  MS  $0  Cal  HO  continues  to  be 
a  problem  due  to  lack  of  training  on  the  part  of  gun  crews  in  setting  head 
space  and  timing.  Many  weapons  were  retrograded  to  depot  repair  facilities 
because  of  loose  receiver  rivets,  '1  Caused  by  improper  setting  of  headspace 
and  timing  by  the  crew. 


(h)  Engineert  The  baoklog  of  deadllned  generators 
remain  high  due  to  the  unavailability  of  certain  repair  parts.  Resupply  of 
many  engineer  construction  and  heavy  lift  equipment  repair  parts  remain  at 
a  very  slow  rate.  The  processing  of  DA  Form  5-23  has  accelerated  consider¬ 
ably  thereby  reducing  the  time  lost  in  obtaining  disposition  instructions 
for  engineer  equipment.  Critical  parts  that  are  needed  for  repair  of 
engineer  equipment,  are  listed  below* 


NOUN 


WTO-IaTM 


FSN 


Voltage  Regulator 
Control  Paaiel 
Engine 

Control  Panel 
Stator 
Rotor 
Regulator 
Gen  Assy 
Cyl  Assy 
Pump  Assy 


3Kw  Genera to: 

Loader  Scoop  175  AM-23 
1,5KW  Generator 
3KW  Generator 

*» 


3KW  Generator 
Fork  Lift  CClll? 
Fork  Lift  MHE199 


2920-299-0637 

6il5-92h-?798 

2815-996-1003 

6115-905-5631 

6115-997-9769 

6115-685-0692 

2920-299-0637 

6115-658-01*91 

5330-966-2290 

2815-930-5691* 
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SDBJECT:  Operational  Report]  Lessons  Learned  for  the  Period  1  November 
1968  to  31  January  1969., 

g,  29th  Medical  Battalion 

(1)  Throughout  the  report  period  the  Battalion  continued  relatively 
routine  medical  support  of  the  Division.  HQ  &  A  Company  staffed  the  Arthur 
E.  Lewis  Dispensary  at  Cu  Chi  Base  Camp.  This  facility  continued  to  oper¬ 
ate  60  beds*  Company  B  continued  to  support  Dau  Tieng  Base  Camp  with  a  LO 
bed  oapaolty.  Company  D  continued  to  support  Tay  Niwh  Base  Camp  with  SO  beds. 
Statistics  for  the  quarter's  operation  are  Included. 

(2)  In  early  November  the  1st  Brigade,  1st  Air  Cavalry  Division, 
moved  to  Tay  Nlnh  Base  Camp  with  an  area  of  operations  north  of  Tay  Ninh 
in  War  Zone  C.  The  1st  Bde,  1st  Air  Cav  Diy  brought  with  them  their  sup¬ 
porting  madioal  company,  Company  A,  lSth  Med  Bn,  set  up  a  clearing  "station 
at  Tay  Nlnh  Base  Can?),  thereby  eliminating  the  ne$d  for  25th  Medical  Bat¬ 
talion  to  provide  medical  support  as  it, had  to  the  3rd  Bde,  101st  Airborne 
Division,  earlier.  The  2Sth  Medical  Battalion  did  provide  Initial  logistical 
support  to  assist  company  A,  l$th  Med  bn.  In  setting  up  operations.  They 
continued  to  provide  support  in  the  way  of  hand  receipting  cots  and  one  3/h 
ton  ambulance  which  was  used  for  patient  transfer  by  A  Company,  15th  Med  Bn, 
to  L5th  Surgical  Hospital,  and  emergency  backup  for  medical  supplies.  In 
mid-December  a  section  of  the  Clearing  Platoon  of  Company  A,  15th  Med  Bnt 
moved  to  Cu  Chi.  Once  again  the  25th  Medio&l  Battalion  acted  as  host  and 
assited  Company  A  In  setting  up  operations  which  consisted  of  a  small  clear¬ 
ing  station.  Again  a  3/U  ton  ambulance  was  hand  receipted  in  order  to  pro¬ 
vide  patient  transfer  capability  from  the  clearing  station  to  12th  Evac  Hos¬ 
pital,  Company  A,  15th  Med  Bn,  brought  two  (2)  madioal  evacuation  helicopters 
to  Cu  Chi.  The  25th  Med  assisted  Company  A,  15th  Med  Bn,  by  operating  ust- 
off  Control  for  them.  This  was  done  by  placing  an  additional  AN/VRC  L6  radio 
in  the  Dus toff  Control  Center  and  monitoring  the  1st  Air  Cav  Medevac  request 
net.  Company  A  medevac  helicopters  and  tae  159th  Medical  Detachment,  support¬ 
ing  the  25th  Infantry  Division,  provided  mutual  support  to  each  other  on 
ma'd.ng  field  pick-ups. 

(3)  The  2*>th  Medical  Battalion  continued  to  provide  medical  aidnen 
to  the  Ambush  Patrol  under  the  direction  of  the  Lightning  Combat  Leadership 
Course. 


(4)  Work  continued  on  the  Division  Medical  Supply  bunker,  which  is 
designed  to  hold  50  persons  or  20  litter  patients, 

(5)  In- mid-November  combat  damage  resulted  in  a  shortage  of  heli¬ 
copters  in  the  159th  Medical  Detachment,  Because  of  this,  the  57th  Medical 
Detachment  was  requested  to  provide  area  medical  evacuation  coverage  to  the 
Dau  Tieng  area  on  a  temporary  basis.  This  support  is  continuing  at  the 
present  time. 
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31  January  1969 


SUBJECT:  Operational  Report:  Lessons  Learned  f or  the  period  1  November 
I960  to  31  January  1969. 

(6)  The  25th  lisdioal  Battalion  continued  to  operate  Dustoff  Con¬ 
trol  Centers  at  the  3  division  base  oamps,  Cu  Chi,  Dau  Tieng  and  Tay  Nlnh. 

Cu  Chi  Dustoff  Control  continued  to  receive  interference ,  In  an  effort  to 
eliminate  this,  the  Duatoff  frequency  was  declared  a  discrete  frequency  for 
XII  CTZ  on  18  Deo  68,  Interference  is  still  occurring  and  investigation  as 
to  the  oause  continues, 

(7)  A  request  for  revetments  around  the  wards  and  dispensary  at 
Cu  Chi  was  submitted  as  an'  operational  neceeeity  on  21  Nov  60.  A  mss  sage 
from  the  CO  30th  Kafir  3de,  received  on  1  Deo  68,  indioated  that  the  request 
wee  approved  and  will  be  funded  through  O&MA. 

(8)  On  25  November  I960  the  battalion  went  under  the  G~Seriee  T0SJ5, 
The  overall  effect  v*s  beneficial  to  the  battalion,  however,  a  request  for 

a  ohange  will  be  submitted  to  cover  thoee  area  where  the  TO&E  is  felt  to  be 
deficient. 

(9)  “In  raid-Deo  the  25th  Medical  Battalion  Optomeury  uiinLc  was 
opened.  This  is  a  two  Ians  clinic  and  provides  the  Battalion  with  the  capa¬ 
bility  of  eye  examinations  and  enact  avie  fabrication, 

(10)  On  27  December  1968,  Company  C  set  up  an  aid  station  for  the 
Bob  Hope  Show. 

(11)  In  early  December  1968,  a  change  in  policy  of  handling  KIA*s 
was  directed  by  the  Commanding  General,  This  policy  was  changed  as  a  . 
morale  factor.  The  KIA  and  ,1'JXA  were  both  brought  to  the  .dispensary  prior 
to  the  change.  It  was  felt  that  the  KIA  would  be  depressing  to  the  WIA«s. 
Instead  of  all  KIA >3  being  brought  directly  to  the  dispensary  to  be  declared 
officially  dead  by  the  Iiodical  Corpe  Officer,  in  Cu  Chi  Daae  Camp  they  are 
taken  directly  to  the  Graves  Registration  Collecting  Point,  This  necessi¬ 
tates  sending  a  physioian  to  the  Graves  Registration  Collecting  Paint  to 
declare  the  individual  officially  dead, 

(12)  During  this  period  this  unit  supported  Division  units  with, 
medical  service  and  supplies.  In  addition  non-division  units  were  supported 
with  medical  supplies, 

(a)  IJedioal  Totals: 

(1)  Patients  seen  -  16,740 

(a)  Decease  -  13,481 

(b)  Non-battle  -in  juries  -  1,745 

(2)  Lab  test  -  9,029 

(3)  Immunizations  -  6,340 
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ATOCSP-C  31  January  1969 

SUBJECT;  Operational  Repert :  Lessons  Learned  for  the  Period  1  November 
I960  to  31  Januaiy  1969. 

(4}  fresoriptions  filled  -  13,953 

(5)  3W3«y  •«  9,111 

(b)  Supply  and  Services! 

(1)  Line  items  issued  -  10, 5 IS 

(2)  1IEDCAP  line  items  issued  -  1,201 

(3)  maintenance  work  orders  received  -  23 

(a)  1/orlc  orders  completed  -  14 

(b)  ‘ij‘>rlc  orders  awaiting  parts  -  9 

(4)  ijyeglassea  ordered  (pairs)  -  2,017 

(5)  Bulk  pharmacy  items  issued  -  31 
h.  25th  S  &  T  Battalion 

(1)  Operations 

(a)  Class  I  Supply 
(1)  Status 

A  Rations,  C  Rations 

(a).  Stockage  objective  (days):  3 . ID'" 

3  10.6 

(2)  Fresh  fruits  and  vegetables  received  from  Class  I 
Issue  Point,  Saigon  (pounds): 


Nov  -  405,71S 
Dec  ~  459,219 
Jan  -*  3^2,067 
Total  1,^7,004 

(3)  Ioe  Cream 

(a)  Cycle  or  issue:  four  times  per  vreelc, 

(b)  1  Average  gallons  per  week  imported:  2600 

(0)  Average  gallons  per  week  produced  at  Cu  Chi:  0 
(d)  Average  gallons  per  week  produced  at  Dau  Tieng: 


100 


AVDC3P-C  31  January  1969 

SUBJECT:  Operational  Report:  Leaaona  Learned  for  the  Period  1  November 
1968  to  31  January  1969* 

(4)  Xoe  laeue 

(a)  Average  pounds  of  loe  issued  dally:  100,000 
Note:  All  loe  Is  potable, 

(b)  Class  n  &  17 

(1)  Deletions  to  ASL  during  quarter :  153, 

(2)  Total  Unis  on  ASL:-  3580 
(o)  Class  in 


Consumption 

rates  (gals), 

(1) 

JP4 

£C 

Pally 

3^700 

Quarterly 
3/376’, COO 

(2) 

or 

10,500 

968,000 

AVGAS 

CO 

1,300 

116,000 

(3) 

DT 

400 

35,100 

IDGAS 

CC 

10,200 

945, 000 

(4) 

DT 

3,000 

283,000 

DIESEL 

CC 

25,500 

2,351,000 

DT 

5,900 

548,000 

(d)  Service j 

(1)  Graves  Registration 

(a;  Deo eased  US  personnel  processed:  195 

(b)  Deceased  Vietnamese  personnel  processed:  $5 

(2)  Laundry 

Contract  (bunfcles):  16,491 

(3)  011  Bath  Section 

(a)  Total  showers  (field):  138,894 

(b)  Daily  Average  (field):  1,455 

(c)  Total  Showers  (Base  Camp):  Neg 

(d)  Daily  Average  (Base  Camp'' :  Neg 

(4)  *‘Jat er  Delivered : 

(a)  Total  gallons:  4,482,651 

(b)  Average  per  day:.  48,724 
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AVDCSP-C  31  January  1969 

SUBJECT:  Operational  Report:  Lesaone  Learned  for  the  Period  1  Novomber 
1968  to  31  January  1969. 

(5)  Total  Ilogaa  and  Diesel  Delivered  on  Cu  Chi: 

(a)  Total  Ga Ilona i  40,39 8 

(b)  Average  per  day:  439 

(6)  Duo  Hoa  Expended: 

(a)  Ammunition  Expended: 

(1)  7.62MM:  007,000 

(2)  40MM:  '  3,250  ,  , 

h)  2.75  in.  Roc  lost  s :  %  000 

(4>  50  Caliber :  •  8,671 

( o  )  Tremrorfc  «*&A  on 

(1;  Hies  Driven: 

A«i  ;Total  ItLleage;  137,242 
(b)  Average  per  day:  1,491 
(2)  Tonnage  IlaUlod: 

(a)  Total  Tonnage:  12,509.5 
(b}  Average  per  d ay:  1,359.7 

(f )  The  shifting  maneuver  battalions  and  the  number  of  fire 
support  bases  being  supported  from  Dau  Tieng  and  Tay  Hnh  increased  logi- 
stioal  requirements  at  these  locations.  Sufficient  personnel  were  on 
station  however,  to  absorb  the  increase.  Since  maneuver  battalions  have 
insufficient  organio  transport  capability  to  provide  their  own  logistical 
support,  a  light  truck  squad  was  deployed  to  Dau  Tieng  and  Tay  IT.inh, 

There  squads  were  placed  under  the  operational  control  of  the  OIC,  Fwd 
Area  Support  Team.  Squads  are  rotated  from  Cu  Chi  at  two  to  three  week 
intervals,, 

(g)  Significant  Activity 

Ad  of  31  December  1968,  the  Cu  Chi  Salvage  Collection  Point 
was  cleared  of  all  retrograde  equipment.  During  the  month  of  December 
alone  the  following  number  of  loads  were  shipped  to  Long  3inh  CC&Sj 

24  Ton  Ton  Trucks 

239  Stake  and  Platform  Trailers 

33  Low-bed  Trailers 

5  Tank  Transporters 


AVDC3P-C  51  Jamary  1969 

SUBJECT:  Operational  Report:  Lessons  Learned  for  ths  Period  1  November 
I960  to  31  January  1969. 

The  amount;  of  salvage  that  vies  retrograded  from  Tay  Ninh  during  the  quarter 
was  as  follows: 


November  -  550  tons 
Deo ember  -  757  tons 
January  -  630  tons 

Dku  Tieng  breakdown  of  salvage  during  the  quarter  is  as  follows: 

November  ~  56  S&P  loads 
December  -  84  S&P  loads 
January  -  82  S&P  loads 

Commercial  trucks  and  trailers  as  well  as  military  equipment  wore  used  in 
the  task.  As  of  1  January  1969,  a  new  system  was  established  to  preclude 
creating  a  large  backlog  salvage  retrograde.  See  Section  2  for  analysis 
and  recommendation. 

(h)  Rifle  Esashanga:  The  Division  completed  its  conversion  to  the 
new  chrome  chantoorod  model  rifle  KL6A1  during  this  quarter.  Number  of 
ohroms  chambered  weapons  Issued  to  unit  during  this  quarter: 

November  -  579 
December  -  1646 
January  -  3843 

Number  of  non-chrome  chambered  weapons  turned  into  1st  Log  Comd  during  the 
quarter: 


November  -  756 
December  -  205  Q 
January  -  4100 

In  so  doing  it  became  the  first  combat  division  in  Vietnam  to  be  completely 
equipped  with  the  new  model  rifle, 

(i)  lhe  helicopter  external  lift  training  program  moved  forward 
with  vigor  during  this  period.  In  addition  to  the  on-eite  inspections 
conducted  by  the  Battalion  XO  and  the  Battalion  parachute  rigger,  a  class 
was  presented  in  conjunction  with  the  Aviation  Battalion  and  each  present* 
ation  was  a  success.  Hie  class  covered  capabilities  of  lift  aircraft  and 
all  aspects  of  air  safety.  It  also  covered  inspection,  maintenance  and 
storage  of  air  delivery  equipment.  Pathfinder  techniques  rounded  out 
the  lecture  phase  and  the  students  then  rigged  and  hooked  out  equipment. 

One  chinnook  was  attached  to  provide  realistio  training. 

Air  delivery  sorites  during  ths  period  8  Oct-8  Jan  totaled  4675  missions. 
During  this  same  period  only  6  naif  unctions  were  experienced. 
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AVDCSP-C 


31  January  1969 

SUBJECT:  Operational  Report:  La  a  sons  Learned  for  tha  Period  1' November*. 
1968  to  31  January  1969* 

This  Is  tha  lowest  naif un  .on  rata  tha  division  has  reoorded,  Tho  low 
rata  of  malfunctions  is  decidedly  a  result  of  consistent  inspootlon  and 
training. 

( j)  Soaroh  and  itooovery  Missions  were  the  most  significant  notions 
whloh  occurred  in  tha  OR  field,  Tha  development  of  S&R  recovery  packages, 
oonsitlng  of  all  materials  required  for  any  type  of  recovery,  were  mounted 
on  rucksacks  allowing  for  full  mobility  under  ary  condition.  These  kite 
were  used  on  5  SCil  missions.  The  mortuary  at  Tan  Son  Nliut  noted  -that  not 
only  does  the  25th  Division  perform  tha  most  professional  Sfltt  missions  of 
all  divisions  but  that  the  last  mission  was  the  best  they  had  over  seen  in 
not  only  recovery  bub  in  the  preparation  of  associated  drawings  and  paper¬ 
work. 


<2  3/ 


15 


2.  action  2.  lessons  Learned!  Comandar'a  Observations.  Evaluations 

ini,fl«QQmirriftUgn> 

*«  Personnel 

(l)  AnaadLUfla  fraliagfl  Eauaasal , 

(a)  OBSERVATION.  The  division  anuunition  officer  has  been 
required  to  run  a  division  ASF,  the  enlisted  personnel  assigned  to  ass¬ 
ist  are  not  TOE  nor  school  trained  as  asnunitlon  specialist.  They  are 
assigned  against  the  TOE  of  other  units  of  the  Support  Command.  It  is.  a 
requireaient  for  the  DAO  to  train  the  individuals  in  that  the  ASF  will  be 
able  to  function,  The  time  spent  in  this  funotion  by  the  DAO  takes  away 
from  the  time  which  should  be  spent  In  the  normal  functions  of  the  DAO. 

(b)  EVALUATION.  The  division's  ASP  was  reduced  in  tonnage 
thus  anticipating  reduoting  the  number  of  personnel  assigned  to  the  ASP. 
The  present  concept  of  running  a  division  ASP  without  the  qualified  per¬ 
sonnel  required  the  DaG  to  spend  time  training  and  supervising  the  ASP 
operation  thus  taking  away  the  time  which  could  be  spent  in  normal  DAO 
functions. 


(o)  RECOHG5NDATION.  The  operation  of  the  divieion  ASP  be 
turned  over  to  a  Logistical  Command  unit:  therefore  releasing  the  present 
personnel  to  their  uniis  to  work  in  there  assigned  NDS. 

b.  Operations 

(1)  Btijarg,  in  frrVAlteiaflJ  in  Xha.  PlYlalan 

(a)  OBSERVATION.  La  the  past,  the  only  indication  that  the  • 
BTO  had  of  a  delay  was  after  an  abnormally  long  absenoe  from  this,  station, 
action  was  Initiated  to  determine  cause  of  delay. 

(b)  EVALUATION.  Closer  communication  with  senior  TALO,  Hq 
II  FV  concerning  delay  in  ETA  of  mission-essential  aircraft  has  resulted 
in  more  efficient  coordination  of  schedules  from  25th  Division  TALO. 

(o)  RECOMMENDATIONS.  Assistance  is  neccessary  in  the  form 
of  prompt  notification  in  the  event  that  either  the  primary  C-7A  (Mission 
422;  of  additional  aircraft  that  sight  be  making  for  the  division  are  de¬ 
layed  at  other  stations.  Since  a  system  of  proiqjt  notification  has  been 
utilised,  letter  servioe  is  being  rendered  to  the  usere  of  airlift  service 
in  the  25th  Divieion  TaOR. 

(2)  Capability  in  riatote  daaaga  anl  lasa 

(a)  OBSERVATION.  The  Dau  Tieng  convoy  was  subject  to  an 
enosy  ambush  on  17  December  1968,  the  second  march  unit  commander  was 
killed  when  he  left  his  covered  position  to  use  his  jeep  radio  to  warn 
the  trail  element  that  an  anfcush  was  in  progress. 


16 


A  3  A. 


to  this  convoy  ambush  only  the  second  march  unit  was  hit. 

(b)  EVALUATION.  In  this  ambush  the  first  march  unit  con¬ 
tinued  to  its  destination  unscratched.  The  constant  stress  on  keeping 
all  vehicles  moving  during  an  ambush  nust  be  orodlted  with  preventing 
needless  casualties.  When  severe  casualties  arise,  it  is  $nerally  be¬ 
cause  the  road  is  blocked  and  the  vehicles  are  stuck  in  the  open,  sub¬ 
ject  to  hostile  fire.  Hail  provision  been  made  for  comnunication  within 
the  march  unit  prior  to  the  mabush  the  march  unit  commander  would  not 
have  to  expose  himself  in  order  to  notify  other  elements  in  the  convoy 
of  the  ambush. 

(c)  RECOMMENDATIONS .  It  io  now  the  policy  to  place  vehicles 
transporting  explosives  in  the  rear  of  the  convoy  to  assure  that  If  the 
cargo  is  lit  the  rest  of  the  convoy  is  nor e  apt  to  avoid  both  the  explosion 
and  the  risk  involved  in  being  blocked.  Ih  addition,  it  Is  now  the  policy 
to  cover  the  beds  of  loaded  vehicles  with  canvas.  This  is  done  to  deny 
the  enemy  the  opportunity  of  knowing  what  c  argo  is  being  hauled  thus  de- 
pariving  him  of  the  ability  to  determine  which  target  wsuld  bring  him  the 
greatest  advantage.  It  is  also  recommended  that  a  radio  be  carried  with 
the  control  vehiices  at  the  rear  of  each  march  unit. 

(3)  SfiiTttK  j&Ufla&aa. tor&ttffl 

Ca)  OBSERVATION .  The  S&T  Battalion  has  the  responsibility 
for  operating  the  salvage  collection  point  which  processes  and  ships  over 
1,000  tons  a  month.  No  provision  has  been  made  in  the  TCE  1-76  for  the 
necessary  equipment  to  operate  this  point. 

(b)  EVALUATION.  While  small  equipment  can  be  loaded  using 
either  a  fork  lift  or  a  wrecker,  no  organic  capability  presents  little 
problems  since  they  load  their  own  equipment  on  the  trailers  provided. 

For  units  not  possessing  heavy  lift  capability,  coordination  must  be  made 
with  units  having  lift  capability  to  load  these  items. 

(c)  HECONNENDaTION.  Provisions  be  made  for  organic  heavy 
lift  capability  in  the  S&T  Battalion  TOE. 

c.  Training 
None 

d.  Logistics 
None 

Cl)  Aviation: 

(a)  OBSERVaTCQN.  Support  of  the  LOH  Tail  Rotor  Assembly 
is  inadequate  due  to  shortage  of  items  in  supply  system  and  test  equip¬ 
ment  for  repair  of  items  on  hand, 

3.33 
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(bj  BVaUaTION.  During  -the  testing  of  LOH  Aircraft,  prior 
to  putting  the  aircraft  into  field,  very  few  difficulties  wore  exper¬ 
ienced  with  ,the  tail  rotar  assembly,  At  present,  the  most  serious 
problem  with  the  LOH  Aircraft  is  high  frequency  vibrations,  A  majority 
of  the  high  frequency  problems  can  be  eliminated  by  use  of  a  Dynamic 
Balance  Kit;  however,  only  three  (3)  such  kits  exist  in-country  the 
only  other  alternative  to  solving  the  vibration  problem  is  replacement 
of  the  tail  rotor  assembly,  tail  rotor  assemblies  are  in  extremely 
short  supply.  A  properly  balanced  tail  rotor  is  a  must  as  a  starting 
point  if  vibration  is  not  in  the  tail  rotar  and  it  is  located  elsewhere 
in  the  powertrain.  New,  out-of-the  box  rotors  from  the  factory  have 
arrived  at  DSU  in  out -of -balance  condition,  or  visual  defects  (bent, 
or  curved  blades)  This  causes  the  units  to  go  EDF  again  for  another 
assembly,  with  the  aircraft  remaining  non-operational  for  excesaivo 
periods  of  time. 

(c)  RECOMMENDATION,  Expedite  test  equipment.  Increase 
availability  of  tail  rotor  assemblies  in  the  supply  system,  A  closer 
inspection  be  given  items  before  shipment  from  manufacture  to  detect 
and  prevent  unserviceable  new  items  from  getting  into  supply  channels. 

<2)  XMJ517  Aritlculated  Carao.  Vehicles 

(a)  OBSERVATION.  The  lack  of  logistical  planning  for  the 
introduction  XM  571  into  the  theater  has  severly  limited  the  effective¬ 
ness  of  this  equipment. 

(b)  EVALUATION,  After  learning  that  the  XM  571  vehicles 
were  to  be  introduced  in  the  division,  attempts  were  made  to  obtain  the 
necessary  information  for  maintenance  planning.  No  1  ogistical  officer 
was  appointed  to  coordinate  this  i  ntorduction,  infermtion  received  was 
limited.  Limited  maintenance  training  for  DSU  mechanics  was  eventually 
provided,  but  was  delayed  until  after  the  equipment  was  on  hand  in  the 
using  unit.  Shipment  of  support  items  were  received  at  various  intervals 
and  consisted  of  mixed  BIU,  tools  and  ASL.  No  stock  record  support  was 
available  to  assist  in  setting  up  the  ASL. 

(c)  RECOMMENDATION.  More  detail  support  planning  to  be 
conducted  prior  to  Introducing  of  a  new  item, 

3.  lattgjBffltt. fiatiang.* 

(a)  OBSERVATION,  The  injection  into  the  system  of  in¬ 
digenous  rations  has  not  been  thoroughly  staffed  or  planned. 


(b)  EVALUATION.  No  planning  factors  have  been  provided  to 
the  field}  no  basis  of  issue  established}  no  acceptability  test  are  be¬ 
ing  performed  prior  to  issue j  and  generally  no  written  guidanoo  provided  by 
1st  Log  Cmd  on  use  of  these  rations.  As  a  result,  there  are  not  enough 

of  these  rations  available  for  use  and  no  written  guidance  for  the  efficient 
uso  of  those  that  are  available, 

(c)  RECOMMENDATION ,  Sufficient  stocks  and  guidance  should  be 
developed  by  1st  Log  Cmd  and  necessary  management  factors,  data  and  infor¬ 
mation  provided  to  the  field, 

(4)  m&m? 

(a)  OBSERVATION.  The  MILSTOIP  as  presently  modified  by  the 
35VN  system  end  supporting  allied  regulation  provides  the  means  for  request¬ 
ing  major  and/or  command  control  items  of  equipment.  Basically,  this  system 
calls  for  the  submission  of  an  AE  requisition  bearing  the  appropriate  auth¬ 
orisation  and  necessary  information  (exception  data,  authority,  etc)  which 
is  then  "Ifenunlly  processed"  as  apposed  to  computer  processed.  This  except¬ 
ion  data  is  then  edited  by  checking  its  accuracy  against  the  oited  T0&E,  CTA, 
TDA,  MTOE  or  MTDA  end  density  and  information  maintained  by  the  particular 
eohelon  at  which  the  edit  is  being  accomplished. 

(b)  EVALUATION.  The  weakness  of  this  system  Is  that  of  any 

of  the  echelons  of  processing  error  in  punching  the  new  card  or  transcribing 
the  exception  data,  of  fail  to  have  current  cop  f  the  authorization  cited, 

then  the  requisition  is  erroneously  cancelled  bt,  ,0  the  Division  when  this 

occurs,  the  requisition  must  be  resubmitted  and  the  process  begun  all  over 
again,  with  the  document  faring  the  same  hazards  of  processing  and  editing 

ns  before. 


(c)  RECOMMEMDaTION.  The  editing  and  processing  0 f  each  re¬ 
quisitions  should  be  simplified  and  criteria  for  reject! on/cancellat ion 
developed  that  will  preclude  cancellation  for  mechanical,  administrative  or 
statistical  error.  The  tendency  to  summarily  cancel  rather  than  attempting 
to  clarify  and  if  need  be,  correct  the  information  in  questions,  must  be  re¬ 
vised  and  more  emphasis  placed  on  making  each  requisition  a  good  working  one 
at  each  echelon  of  activity, 

(5)  Qfatabto.. gtat ion-Typs  ftv.ssr.te. 

(a)  OBSERVATION,  This  Division  is  sxpericecing  extreme  dif¬ 
ficulties  replacing  or  obtaining  initial  issue  of  station-type  property, 

(b)  EVUALaTION.  The  primary  cause  is  lack  of  authorization, 

A  TDA  was  submitted  for  these  items  but  is  not  yet  approved.  In  the  mean 
time,  such  items  as  10,000  BTU  refrigerator  units  are  becoming  unservice¬ 
able  with  no  replacements  or  repair  parts.  Six  inch  single  stage  pumps 
for  helicopter  refuel  points  are  in  the  same  category. 
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(o)  RECOM-IliNDnTION .  Critical  items  that  station  proparty  should 
b«  acted  or*  either  with  a  'HDk  or  spsoiol  uthoriaotlon  to  draw  these  critical 
items. 


(6)  STRIP  Team 

(a)  OBSERVATION.  During  the  period  this  division  was  visited 
toy  a  STRIP  Team  from  USARV,  The  mission  of  the  team  was  to  inventory  class 
II  &  XV  items  and  to  eompare  the  quantities  with  the  established  RO's  to 
determine  if  these  quantities  were  excess  to  a  150  day  level, 

(b)  EVALUATION ,  The  team  of  necessary  could  not  oheok  float 
documents  or  make  recounts.  As  a  result,  a  great  deal  of  reworking  had  to 
be  done  to  o  lnrify  exact  quantities  to  bo  retrograded.  The  ship  to  addressee 
for  this  retrograded  also  caused  some  problems  in  that  excess  supplies  wore 
all  not  shipped  back  to  long  Binh,  So m  were  scheduled  for  Japan  and  Okin¬ 
awa.  This  placed  an  additional  burden  on  the  DSU  that  they  are  not  staffed 
to  handle. 


(c)  RECOMMENDATION ,  It  is  recommended  that  future  excess 
teams  confine  'themselves  to  a  smaller  area  so  that  accurate  oounts  and 
flocc  documents  can  be  considered  prior  to  declaring  an  item  as  excess, 

Alec,  it  le  questionable  as  to  the  value  of  retrograding  excess  stocks  that 
do  show  a  history  of  active  issue  unless  the  excess  are  excessively  high, 

(7)  fiaBHffisJUil  SaaEjaa&aa. 

(a)  OBSiSRVATION.  During  the  subject  quarter  it  has  become 
necessrry  to  refuse  up  to  an  average  of  40  percent  of  the  fuel  delivered  by 
commercial  contractors  due  to  poor  quality  of  the  product, 

(b)  EVALUATION.  Factors  contributing  to  the  poor  quality  are 
rusted  end  poorly  maintained  tankers*  use  of  tankers  converted  from  ono  pro¬ 
duct  another  without  proper  flushing  and  cleaning  and  a  general  lock  of  qual¬ 
ity  serveillance  on  the  pert  of  the  contractor, 

(d)  RECOIMSNDaTION.  Action  must  be  token  by  1st  Log  Cmd  to  in¬ 
sure  the  quality  of  the  product  delivered  by  commercial  contractors,  as 

well  as  insuring  prompt  and  timely  delivery, 

f.  Organization 

(i)  Ma&JUaa  1taaK..aC..Plagg.l 

(a)  OBSERVATION.  The  manning  document  at  depot  does  not  provide 
for  a  Food.  Service  Warrant  Officer  to  make  recommendation  on  what  to  pro¬ 
vide  as  a  substitute  whore  the  mBan  item  is  not  available. 
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(b)  EVALUATION o  As  a  consequence,  dried  beef  is  bwlng  pro¬ 
vided  us  c  meat  substitute  in  prodigious  quantities,  much  too  often. 

During  one  ten  day  period  so  much  dried  beef  was  received  that  it  required 
that  it  be  served  In  the  sane  fora  for  at  least  one  meal  avery  day. 

(o)  RECOWKENDaTION.  Sons  food  servloe  expertise  should  bo 
sought  end  made  available  to  depot  when  substitutions  are  necessary, 

9.  Others 

None 


(aJ 


W.  ATWELL 
Cclonel,  CE 
Cpiannnding 
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HEADQUARTERS 
3D  SQUADRON,  4TH  CAVALRY 
APO  SAN  JRANCI3Q0  962*5 


AVDCCAV  «  3  31  January  1969 

SUBJECT j  Operation  Report  -  Lessons  Lesmsd  for  Period  Ending  31  January  '1969 


TOi  See  Distribution, 


1*  (U)  Ref ersness i  AR  523-15,  AH  220-346,  AR  380-5,  AR  870-5,  and  USARV 

Regulation  525-1 5 « 

2.  (U)  Attached  is  the  Operations  Report  -  Leesons  Learned  covering  activities 

of  the  3d  Squadron,  4th  Cavalry  during  the  period  1  November  1968  -  31  January 
1969. 

FOR  THE  COMMANDER: 


SAMUEL  V  BARTHOLOMEW 
OPT,  Armor 
Adjutant 

DISTRIBUTION: 

10  aye  -  Off,  25th  Inf  Div,  ATTN:  Div  Historian 

1  cy  -  CO,  1-4  Cav,  APO  96345 
1  cy  -CO,  2-4  Cav,  APO  09142 
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HEADQUARTERS 
3D  SQUADRON,  4TH  OAVAIRY 
AFO  SAN  mNOISCO  96225 

AVDGCAV  -  3  31  January  1969 

SUBJECTi  Operations  Report  -  Lassoes  learned  (Quartsrly  Report  for  1  November 
1966  to  31  January  1969) 

TOt  See  Distribution 

Inflection  One  -  Operations  (Significant  Activities) 
a.  Combat  Operations 

(1)  During  the  reporting  period  1  November  1968  through  31  January  1969  this 
unit  participated  in  OPERATION  TOAN  THANG,  Phase  II  (13  December  through  26 
December)  end  supported  Operation  T'lsza.  Additional  operations  were  conducted  in 
tile  following  areast  the  Mushroom  (XT5832),  the  Boi  Loi  Woods  (XT5036),  the 
FILHGL  Rubber  Plantotlon  (XT7020),  the  Little  Rubber  (XT3733)  and  Go  Dau  Ha 
(XT3925). 

(2)  Control  headquarters  during  this  report  period  were: 

(a)  2d  Brigade,  25th  Infantry  Division  (3/4  Cav  minus  one  line  troop, 

D  Troop  and  F  Co,  50th  Infantry)  13-26  Deo. 

(b)  lot  Bde,  25th  Infantry  Division  (one  troop)  13-19  Dec, 

(o)  Headquarters,  25th  Infantry  Division*  1  Nov  -  13  Doc  68  and  26  Deo 
68  -  31  Jan  69. 

(3)  Units  OFCON  to  3d  Sqdn,  4th  Cav  during  reporting  periods 

C  Co  2-12  Infantry,  25th  Infantry  Division:  13  Dec  68-1  Jan  69. 

(4)  Missions  during  the  reporting  period  were* 

(a)  From  1  November  -  24  November  this  headquarters  provided  a  troop 
sized  ready  reaction  force  for  Tay  Ninh  (XT1652).  In  addition  the  Squadron 
fcontrolled  road  sweep,  convoy  escort  and  security  (outposts)  on  the  MSR  from 
XT1652  to  XT3533  (Sector  I),  This  mission  was  accomplished  by  a  single  cavalry 
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troop  which  via  baaed  la  Tay  Ninh. 

Slgaifloant  wblvity  during  thia  py^iods  non#. 

(b)  Prom  i  November  -  13  Deoeaber  oonvby  eacort  and  night  operationa 
were  oonduobadl  by  2  cavalry  troop#  in  Sector  I I.  The  two  troop#  cleared  and 
outpoated  the  HSR  in  Seotor  XI  end  provided  security  for  Engineer  clearance 
team#  in  thia  area.  Theaa  operation#,  day  and  night,  were  used  to  hinder  the 
VO/NVA  effort#  to  interdict  the  main  foSR.  Significant  activity  during  thia 
period  inoluded| 

1,  On  5  Nov  at  1825H  D  Trp  Aero-Rifles  were  inserted  to  support  a 
Long  Range  Patrol  (LRP) .  Extraction  ffslicks"  received  heavy  RPG  &  SA  fire.  Two 
UH-1D  were  grounded  and  destroyed  immediately.  One  UH-1D  gained  some  altitute 
but  was  forced  down  by  ground  fire.  One  UH-1D  flew  to  XT553138  before  being 
forced  down.  Results:  3  ea  UH-1D  completely  destroyed,  2  heavily  damaged.  3  D 
Troop  personnel  KIA. 

2.  On  6  November  an  AP  engaged  enemy.  Results:  1  BC,  5  possible. 

2  US  WIA.  Probable  mission  of  enemy  was  mine  laying.  C  Trp  VTR  had  major  damage 
to  suspension  system  from  a  50  lb  mine  (XT  30184) . 

2*  On  22  Nov  a  UH-1D  on  VR  received  15  SA  hits.  Pilot,  Co-pilot 
and  one  passenger  were  wounded.  Ship  returned  to  Cu  Chi.  Artillery  was  called  in 
and  a  LFT  was  scrambled.  Results  were  unknown* 

4.  On  30  Nov  a  C&C  ship  was  destroyed  by  RPG  fire  while  landing. 
Results:  no  injuries,  aircraft  destroyed. 

(c)  The  Squadron  conducted  operations  in  the  FILHOL  Rubber  Plantation 
Area  and  in  the  area  of  Operation  TOAN  THANG,  Phase  II,  while  OPCON  to  2nd  Bde, 
25th  Infantry  Division  (13  Dec  -  26  Dec  68).  This  action  included  road  sweep  and 
night  outposting  operations  along  highway  Q  1  from  Cu  Chi  to  Trang  Bang.  The 
Troop  D  Aero-Rifle  Platoon  was  OPCON  to  Troop  B  at  FSB  Stewart.  Both  elements 
were  employed  on  night  ambush  patrols  and  in  imporvement  of  FSB  Stewart. 
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!•  On  17  Doo  vie  XT693211  in  tho  FILHOL,  C  Troop  roooived  a  heavy 
volvne  of  automatic  weapon*  fire  and  approximately  10  RPQ  rounds  during  a  brief 
engagement.  Results »  6  US  WIA,  1  oa  tank  combat  lose,  no  body  count* 

2*  On  23  Doo  B  Troop  received  13  rds  of  small  arms  fire*  Tiro  was 
returned  with  organic  weapons*  Results »  1  VCI  body  count. 

(d)  From  26  Doosmber  1968  to  31  January  1969  tho  Squadron  was  under  the 
eontrol  of  Heoduqartera,  25th  Infantry  Division.  During  this  period,  the  Squadron 
conducted  operations  in  the  Mushroom,  the  Boi  Loi,  south  of  tho  Ben  Cui  and  along 
the  MSR.  Reoonnaissonoe  in  forco  actions  were  usod  to  develop  the  situation  in 
these  areas*  Maximum  use  was  made  of  artillery,  gunship  firepower  and  air  strikes 
lm  support  of  ground  operations.  Areas  of  at if feat  resistance  were  submitted  for 
future  B52  and  other  type  Sir  strikes. 

Significant  activities  during  this  period  wore! 

D  Troop  reacted  to  Operation  Pizza  on  4  Jan.  Results!  1  VO 
body  oount,  assorted  VC  equipment,  1  RPG-2  round  and  assorted  documents. 

2*  On  5  Jan  C  Troop  uncovered  1000  lb  rice  at  XT517324*  AI30  5 
bunkers  containing  equipment  were  discovered  and  destroyed  at  XT518328,  At 
XT516339  16  bunkers  and  7  spider  hales  were  destroyed.  At  XT522325  on  8*x8* 
reinforoed  bunker,  believed  to  ba  a  hospital,  was  found  and  dostroyod.  Items 
found  in  this  hospital  included  a  5'x3’  dirt  table  (blood  stained),  several 
hundred  empty  penecillon  bottles*  Bl  &  B2  vitamin  pills  and  sample  containers  of 
of  other  pills.  At  XT522325,  a  largo  bunker  believed  to  be  a  mess  hall  was 
discovered  and  destroyed. 

3.*  On  6  Jan  B  Troop  discovered  a  cache  with  5700  lb  rice  and 
1200  pairs  of  sandals  (XT533245).  RK>  fire  hit  one  tank  (l  US  WIA)*  Fire  was 
returned  with  rockets,  500  lb  bombs,  artillery  and  napalm  (XT523337),  A  second 
rices  cache  was  found  with  2000  lb  rice  (XT528307).  Results!  1  VC  body  count, 
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65  bunkor*  destroyed,  IK  1  hUA.  9  RPOs  were,  firod,  but  no  vohiolee  wars 
destroyed. 

On  6  Jan  C  Trp  lost  an  A?C  to  a  nine  (XT525335)  w/2  minor  \JHA| 
hod  ono  tonic  hit  by  2  RPOs  w/no  casualties  (XT?22338){  dostroyod  10  bunkormj 
took  1  VC  POW  (XT550370)  j  captured  3  oo  AK  rifles  and  1  oa  RPQ-2}  and  had  a  6 
VC  body  count. 

g,  Oil  7  Jan  B  Troop  captured  10,000  lb  rioo  (XT518331)  and  discov.'.y.d 
an  operating  roam  w,/tablo  and  nurses  quarters  (XT518339).  100  lbs  of  modioeO. 
supplies  were  evacuated  from  this  location. 

£,  On  7  Jan  C  Trp  orpturocl  ond  destroyed  2  oa  30  lb  RuasitUi  AT 
mine,  2  Chi Com  grenades  and  200  lb  rice  (XT519333).  Nino  rojnforcod  bunkers 
fi'xflbi1  at  the  sown  location  wore  destroyed, 

2*  Ch  8  Jon  A  Trp  received  2  RPC  hits  (XT575315)  resulting 
2  US  V/IA.  Suppressive  fire  resulted  in  a  1  VC  body  count. 

g.  On  8  Jan  B  Trp  received  RPG  fire  (XT51^318)  and  ovacuatod  3  WHA. 
Return  fire  yielded  2  VC  body  oount.  Cache  discovered  with  20,000  lb  rice  and 
1100  lb  salt  (XT496313).  Additional  4  VC  body  count  during  day’s  action, 

I*  On  8  Jan  C  Trp  made  contact  (XT517318)  and  discovered  COCO  lb 
rice  and  one  bicycle  in  vicinity  of  contact.  Contact  continued  throughout  the 
move.  Artillery  and  organic  Cobra  helicopters  wore  used  In  support.  2200  lb  rioo 
woro  found  vie  XT517318.  One  VC  officer  was  captured  vie  XT504316.  Additional 
8000  lbs  of  rico  were  found  in  same  vicinity, 

IS*  On  10  Jan  C  Trp  discovered  400  lbs  of  rice  and  40  sandbags  of 
salt  (XT518300)  in  a  scries  of  10  bunkers.  At  XT510300  a  bunker  containing  7C0 
AR-47  rds,  documents  and  medical  supplies  was  destroyed.  Two  VC  with  RPG  wore 
engaged  and  killed  (XT510301), 

Al*  Cfa  11  Jan  A  Trp  found  and  destroyed  2500  lb  rice  at  XT499309, 

1300  lbs  of  rico  at  XT504317  and  1700  lbs  of  rice  at  XT496316. 
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On  11  Jew  C  Trp  doatroyod  2000  lbs  of  rice  XT498310).  Two 
AK-47 a  vara  found  at  XT492311  and  ono  AK-47  end  ono  ChiOwu  carbine  wore  taken 
at  XT306302. 

“Q,  0  Trp  diaooversd  wid  destroyed  2400  lba  of  rico  (XT498310), 

Cna  rifle  grenade,  3  oar bine  magazines,  1  bike  and  1  oaee  7,62  ammo  were  captured. 
Rasul  tt  1  body  count. 

U-  On  13  Jan  C  Trp  received  small  arms  fire  3CT482368).  Return 
fira  resulted  in  a  6  VC/NVA  body  count  and  a  oapturod  ChiCom  30  cal  machine  gun. 
Two  POWa  were  evacuated  with  shrapnel  wounds, 

IS.  On  17  Jan  A  Trp  had  continuous  contact  storting  with  SA 
fire  at  XT528254.  Return  fire  killed  2  VC  and  yielded  1  AK-47  and  1  RPG  launchor. 
At  XT517346  one  tank  was  destroyed.  Return  firo  yielded  a  2  body  count  and  1 
AK-47.  Total  body  count  16,  US  VIA  17.  Tho  Troop  Contender,  OPT  Moss,  was 
slightly  wounded  and  dustod  off. 

On  17  Jan  B  Trp  had  continuous  contact  from  XT52235P  to 
XT474378.  Results*  body  count  14  VC,  US  VIA  6.  Air  strikes  and  artillery  (700  rds) 
ware  used  liberally.  Tho  Troop  Commander,  CRT  Hundley,  was  slightly  wounded  and 
dusted  off. 

17.  On  17  Jan  C  Trp  had  continuous  contact  on  RIF  from  XT528353 
to  XT479390.  Results :  16  VC  body  count,  6  US  VIA .  1LT  Jackson  acting  CO  was 
wounded  and  evacuated.  CPT  Tompkins  was  assigned  as  tho  now  CG. 

13.  At  021 5H  on  26  Jon  tho  B  Trp  night  laager  (XT340185)  nonr 
the  Cambodian  border  roceivod  a  heavy  enemy  attack  from  tho  NV  and  SE.  This 
incoming  fire  consisted  of  SA,  57mm,  AW  rocoilless  rifle  and  RPG  rounds.  The 
enemy  broke  contact  (coasod  firo)  at  0506H,  A  swoop  of  tho  area  of  contact  at  dawn 
revealed  3  POWs  15  VC  (BC),  11  RPG-7  rounds,  16  RPG-2  rounds,  35  ChiCom  linnd 
grenades,  21  AK-47  magazines,  3  AK-47s,  1  light  machine  gun,  1  US  grog  gronado  and 
1  US  M14  rifle  magazino.  US  casualties s  7  US  VIA  and  2  US  KIA. 
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b.  Mncipal  Activities:  during  th«  report  poriod  tho  activities  of  orgonio 

oXeaenta  worst 

HQ  &  HQ  Troop t  92  days  operations 

A  Troopt  86  days  operation;  6  days  training  and  maintenance 

B  Troop »  66  days  operation;  6  days  training  and  maintenance 

C  Troopt  86  days  operation;  6  days  training  and  maintenance 

D  Troopt  92  days  operation 

P  Co,  50th  Inf  (LFLP)t  92  days  operation 
2<  Section  2  Lessons  Loomed t  Commander's  Observations,  Evaluations  and 
Recommendations  t 

a*  Personnel:  None* 

b.  Operations t  Nona. 

c.  Training t 

(l)  .Rigging  of  personnel  oarriers  for  helicopter  assisted  recovery  operations. 

(a)  Observations  During  operations  in  extremely  wet  areas,  normal  recovery 
methods  using  organic  vehicles  have  been  enhanced  by  use  of  CH-47  Chinook 
helicopters. 

(b)  Evaluations  This  method  of  recovery  has  been  successful  in  six  of 
nine  attempts.  The  successful  recovery  efforts  were  made  by  rigging  the  bogged 
down  vehicle  to  a  Chinook.  Tho  lift  of  the  helicopter  enabled  the  immobile 
vehicle  to  recover  itself.  Additional  recovery  vehicles  were  not  needed.  In  tho 
three  unsuccessful  attempts  tho  suction  created  by  especially  sticky,  loose  uud 
was  too  great  for  the  helicopter  to  overcome.  However,  the  addition  of  a  rocovory 
vehicle  on  the  ground  permitted  easy  extraction  in  each  of  these  three  cases.  • 

(c)  Recommendation:  That  each  line  platoon  should  bo  briefed  on  rigging 
vehicles  for  helicopter  assisted  recovery;  that  each  line  platoon  should  carry 
100  feet  of  tow  cable  for  rigging;  and  that  additional  recovery  operations  idth 
helicopters  should  be  made  to  further  develop  and  to  improve  this  typo  operation. 
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d.  Intslligenoe*  Non** 

e.  Logistics* 

(1)  Excessive.  Pogistiosl  'Espttt  jjtoqulrdmontrb* 

(a)  Observation*  The  number  of  reports  required  by  higher  headquarters 
is  excessive  end  duplicative  in  nature. 

(b)  Evaluation i  The  Squadron  Supply  Officer  has  had  twenty  recurring 
reports,  plus  many  one-time  reports  during  this  reporting  period*  In  many  cases 
these  reports  differed  only  in  format  and  could  have  been  consolidated  into  a 
single  comprehensive  report.  For  example,  command  deadline  reports,  aircraft 
status  reports  and  all  the  various  2406 ’s  fall  into  the  same  category  and  could 
be  consolidated* 

(o)  Recommendation t  That  higher  headquarters  analyze  recurring  reports, 
consolidate  those  of  a  duplicating  nature,  and  eliminate  those  that  are  not 
absolutely  necessary* 

f.  Organization!  None. 

g.  PSYOPs* 

(l)  Quick  Reaction  missions i 

(a)  Observation*  9 y  working  closely  with  the  Squadron  S2,  a  great  deal 
of  pertinent  enemy  information  was  obtained  and  used  in  time  to  be  of  effective 
psychological  advantage. 

(b)  Evaluation*  In  cases  were  FOWs  were  questioned  by  the  unit  S2  who 
incorporated  PSYOPs  EEI  into  the  interrogation,  effective  material,  suitable 
for  quick  reaction,  i.e.  seme  day  loudspeaker  broadcasts,  was  obtained.  This 
proved  to  be  a  ouch  faster  method  of  dissemination  of  information  than  was 
available  through  normal  channels. 

(c)  Recommendation*  That  the  S5  work  closely  with  the  S2  in  order  to 
obtain  "same  day"  information  suitable  for  PSYOPs  missions. 
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(2)  Background  information  on  Kit  Carson  personnel, 

(a)  Observation:  Knowledge  of  a  Kit  Carson's  past  area(s)  of  operations 
and  his  past  position  in  the  Viet  Cong  Organization  was  extremely  useful  when 
his  old  Area  of  Operations  (AO)  coincided  with  the  Squadron's  AO. 

(b)  Evaluation:  Additional  useful  information  nay  be  uncovered  from 
the  Kit  Carson1  o  ex  erience  in  a  particular  area.  This  knowledge  of  the  area 
can  then  be  used  by  the  Commander  and  his  staff  to  increase  the  effectiveness 
of  the  unit's  operation  in  the  AO. 

(c)  Recommendation:  That  a  complete  background  dossier  be  sent  with  each 
Kit  Carson  when  he  is  assigned  to  a  unit. 

h.  Medical: 

(1)  Food  ffoidoningj.*/.  *.  > 

(a)  Observation:  Personnel  who  3ave  A  ration  type  meats  for  consumption 
at  a  later  date  have  contracted  a  fulminating  staph,  food  poisoning. 

(b)  Evaluation:  In  worn  climates  non-refrigerated  meat  spoils  easily  a 
short  time  after  it  is  cooked. 

(c)  Recommendation:  That  instruction  on  the  proper  storage  of  food 
stuffs  be  given  to  all  personnel.  That  this  instruction  should  be  repeated 
before  all  holt days  where  special  food,  such  as  turkey,  increases  the  temptation 
to  save  unrefrigerated  meat. 

(2)  Medics: 

(a)  Observation:  Two  of  tho  three  medics  killed  in  action  since  June 
1968,  died  in  the  performance  of  a  non-aedical  duty. 

(b)  Evaluation:  These  deaths  were  attributed  to  participation  in 
non-medical  action  which  the  medics  were  neither  commanded  nor  trained  to  perform. 
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(o)  Roconr.cmdation iThat  oomandere  emphasis*  to  the  modioa  that  they  are 
to  perform  only  their  medioal  duties. 


EGBSsRS?  3.  McGOWAN 


LTC,  ARMOR 
Commanding 
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DEPARTMENT* OF  THE  ARMY 
Headquarters  1st  Brigade 
25th  Infantry  Division 
APO  96385 


AVDCFB-C  31  January  1969 

SUBJECT;  Lessons  Learned 

TO;  Commanding  General 

25th  Infantry  Division 
ATTN;  Division  Historian 
APO  San  Francisco  96225 

1.  References:  2r*th  Infantry  Division  Regulation  8?0-l 

2.  The  following  lessons  learned  are  submitted  for  the  period 
November  1968  through  IZ  January  1969. 

A*  Personnel-Nogative  report. 

B.  Intolligonco-Nogativo  report.. 

C.  Operations: 

line ny  Booby  Traps 

Discussion:  The  enemy  has  emplaced  dud  105mm  How  rounds 
against  tree  stumps  in  thickly  wooded  areas.  These  munitions  were 
booby  trapped  with  electric  wire  attached  for  command  detonation. 

Observation:  Detailed  briefings  concerning  proper  actions 
to  dee  upon  sighting  these  booby  traps  must  be  given  to  each  soldier 
participating  in  operations  where  it  is  anticipated  such  traps  will  be 
used.  A  rapid  reporting  system  must  also  be  established  to  locate  and 
identify  and  determine  the  size  and  pattern  of  the  booby  traps  area. 

Item:  Control  of  Supporting  Arms 

Discussion:  Enemy  night  attacks  on  night  outposts  and 
fire  support  bases  require  rigid  controls  on  all  available  supporting 
firea  to  make  maximum  use  of  their  capabilities,  insure  that  all 
avenues  of  approach  are  covered,  and  that  bombing/firing  paths  of 
supporting  aircraft^ do  not  intersect  artillery  gun- target  lines. 


Observation:  Commanders  should  plan  for  the  division  of 
areas  around  night  defensive  positions,  fire  support  bases  so  that 
resources  can  be  effectively  employed.  This'  can  be  done  by  selecting 
patches  of  vegetation  and/or  terrain  features  which  can  be  readily 
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ilsntifled  at  Aight  and  unod  t.n  maka  Mrtorn  «f  fir©  from  supporting 
aircraft.  Ssef.cr's  for  supporting  artillery  should  bo  parallel  to 
the  gun-tArget  line,  thereby  reducing  error..  When  air  assets  are  not 
available,  the  commander  will  then  have  to  reassign  sectors  to 
supporting  artillery. 

Item:  Movement  of  AFC's 

Discussion:  The  enemy  will  place  mines  in  old  tracks 
made  by  APC's  or  other  vehicles  or  on  roads  that  are  used  sparingly. 

Observation;  The  only  time  following  of  tracks  should 
be  permitted  is  when  the  driver  can  soe  the  vehicle  making  said  tracks. 

Item:  Dismounted  Movement 

Discussion:  A  unit  may  become  separated  from  thoir 
carriers  during  dismounted  operations  and  remain  separated  for  long 
periods  of  time. 

Observation:  When  an  element  is  dismounted,  it  must  be 
prepared  to  work  without  subsistence  from  the  APC's.  This  necessitates 
vhe  carrying  of  ammunition  basic  load,  water  and  other  basic  needs. 

Item:  Security  on  Laager  Sites 

Discussion:  When  APC's  aro  in  laager  position,  they 
should  be  well  dispersed  and  uniformly  separated.  When  operating  the 
same  area  on  successive  days,  operating  procedures  muBt  be  varied  due 
to  the  possibility  of  enemy  observation. 

Observation,: .  Security  should  be  well  spread  out  and  well 
in  front  of  APC's.  The  laager  Should,  at  all  times,  have  complete 
security  covering  f|*dnt,  rear  and  both  flanks.  There  must  be  one  alert 
man  on  eqch  .50  cal.  The  observation  afforded  by  the  height  of  the 
M113  and  the  fire  power  of  the  .50  cal  MG  oust  be  utilized  to  the 
fullest.  Whan  operating  the  same  area  on  successive  days,  operating 
procedures  must  be  varied.  This  includes  varying  routes  to  the 
operation  area,  changing  laager  sites  every  few  hours  and  conducting 
RTF's  from  the  laager  site. 

Item:  Highway  Operations 

Discussion:  When  given  the  mission  of  sweeping  and 
outposting  of  MSR,  units  must  avoid  setting  definite  patterns. 
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Observations  When  working  on  highways  as  a  security  fores, 
detailod  coordination  must  bo  made  with  sister  slsmonta  operating  on 
tho  same  highway,  particularly  aoroaa  Bn  or  Bde  MBR's.  Units  muat 
change  the  pattern  of  their  sweep  daily,  raring  the  locations  of 
their  platoons,  particularly  the  mortar  pit,  In  addition,  the 
individual  outposts  should  bo  moved  every  60  to  yO  oinutoa  to  insure 
personnel  remain  alort.  RIP'S  muat  bo  conducted  in  front  of  outposts. 

D.  Supplyt 

Items  Comoat  boots 

Discussion:  1-orc.onnel  who  wear  odd  siao  boots  many  times 
ust  wait  a  long  period  of  timnw  in  order  to  obtain  a  pair. 

Observations  Men  with  boot,  slises  smaller  than  6  and  larger 
chan  12  be  issued  4  pair  on  arrival  in  country.  Most  infantrymen  wear 
:>ut  a  pair  of  boots  in  3-4  months. 

Item:  Combat  boots 

Dit.ue3ious  Just  prior  to  DiiiROS,  men  exchange  old  boots 
for  new  and  then  pack  the  new  boots  in  thoir  hold  baggage. 

Observation:  Above  practice  causes  the  unnecessary ,1osb 
of  new  boots.  Current  Army  policy  allows  personnel  to  ship  one  pair 
of  combat  boots  home  in  their  hold  baggage.  Recent  Army  policy 
requires  E-8"b  and  below  to  travel  from  RVN  to  the  States  ir.  jungle 
fatigues.  Since  personnel  will  be  wearing  one  pair  of  combat  boots, 
they  should  not  be  allowed  to  ship  any  combat  boots  in  their  hold 
baggage. 

FOR  THE  COMMANDER: 


'"'Am 


NO$MAN  E.  ORB 
Major,  Armor 
Adjutant 
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DEPARTMENT  OF  THE  ARMY 

HEADQUARTERS  2D  BRIGADE,  25TH  INFANTRY  DIVISION 
AFO  95225 


A1DOSJWJ  3  February  1969 

SUBJECT:  Feeder  Report  for  Operational  Reports-Leasona  learned. 


CaumantUng  Officer 
25th  Infantry  Division 
ATTN:  Division  Historian 
AFO  95225 


In  accordance  with  USARV  Reg  525-15,  25th  Div  Reg  525-15  ana  ’  ,L. 
MSG  TL  1*-2S,  Subject:  Operational  Report-Iassons  Learned  for  t'.io 
period  1  Nov  6S  -  31  Jan  69,  dated  2  Jan  69,  the  attached  inclosuro 
is  submitted , 


FOR  THE  COMMANDER: 


1  Incl 

as 


JC.UWM  If  fruit* 

CERAI D(jB,  MAHALKO 


Major,  Infantry 
Adjutant 
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Section  1.  Operations .  Significant  Activities i  (knitted 

Section?,  lessons  Learned t  Commander's  Observation,  Evaluation,  and 
Rsocsce  relations, 

a*  Personnel  <  None 

b.  Operations! 

(1)  Command  and  Control  * 

(a)  Observation*  When  US  and  Allied  forces  conduct 
combined  operations,  Command  and  Control  relationships,  irrvaribly 
cause  sane  difficulty  and  nomally  reduces  the  overall  effectiveness 
of  the  operation* 

(b)  Evaluation  *  Command  relationships  problems  have 
hindered  and  ccnplexed  situations  through  lack  of  definitely  stated 
ocnoand  channels*  With  a  single  Command  and  control  group,  all  force 
commanders  would  be  capable  of  operating  more  effectively  -  rri  would 
be  more  responsive  to  connand,  making  this  problem  non-02d.str.nt. 

(0)  Hsconnendation*  When  feasible,  a  singly  Ccrmand 
and  Control  Headquarters  be  designated  when  conducting  combi;  /  d 
US/allied  operations. 

(2)  AO  Status: 

(a)  Observation*  The  constant  changes  in  areas  of 
operation  have  caused  considerable  difficulties  for  unit  planning 
procedures  and  operations. 

(b)  Evaluation*  Adjacent  units  have  eir1  red  AOs 
without  permission  due  to  misinformation  or  lack  of  knowledge ,  In 
order  that  these  adjacent  units  remain  within  their  .issignsd  bound  rios, 
complete  dissemination  of  AO  information  should  be  forwarded  to  all 
interested  units.  Then,  with  proper  coordination  or  direction,  the 
element  con  enter  another  AO.  However,  no  entry  should  ba  effected 
until  the  proper  clearance  has-  been  completed  and  confirmed.  On 
occasion  boundaries  have  bean  violated  without  consent. 

(c)  Recommendation:  That  closer  liaison  between 
maneuver  battalions  and  counterparts  be  effected  and  boundaries  of 
each  concerned  be  honored, 

(3)  Unit  or  Personnel  Identification: 

(a)  Observation*  Quo  to  the  shortage  of  snoke  for 
the  past  month,  the  2/11, th  Inf  has  boon  employing  air  to  ground  •v.rr.ia 
and  helmet  liners  pain1»d  interna tionol  orange  to  mark  frier.,"  ly  positions. 
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(b)  Evaluations  This  has  provsd  to  bo  an  exceptionally 
good  method  of  marking  12's/FZ's  and  identifying  friendly  positions 
from  th#  air.  By  having  esrtain  individuals  in  saoh  platoon  "uncover1* 
while  being  picked  up  by  helicopter,  it  makes  12  formation  easy  to 
determine  from  the  air  and  saves  on  smoke, 

(c)  He commendation*  That  all  units  employ  this  tactic 
and  save  substantial  amounts  of  smolto . 

(4)  Hoad  Interdiction  Technique  (Incl  1) 

(a)  Observation*  A  recurring  problem  for  units  in 
Vietnam  has  been  road  interdiction.  The  effectiveness  of  the  enemy's 
interdiction  missions  has  ranged  from  feeble,  unprof osoicnalcttempts  at 
mining,  booby  trapping  or  road  blocking  to  the  professional,  often 
costly,  work  of  engineer  trained  sappers.  Mining  incidents  along 
highway  249  in  Due  Hoa  District  have  encompnsfed  the  full  spectrum  from 
crude  to  expert  interdiction.  Friendly  engineer  mine  sweeping  teams 
have  detected  over  30  mines  and  some  200  booby  trapped  devices  on 
highway  249  since  25  November  6 8. 

(b)  Evaluation*  A  new  method  of  employing  booby  traps 
in  connection  with  road  interdiction  was  discovered  by  A/2-1U  Inf .  A 
hols  approximately  18"  square  and  12"  to  18*'  deep  was  dug  in  the  road 
lane,  Wooden  stakes  were  driven  into  the  pit  and  nylon  fishing  string 
attached  to  the  anchor  stake  and  a  pull  type  firing  device  on  tho 
booby  trap  (105  round  uncovered  by  a/2-14)  •  Bamboo  matting  for 
cammarei  detonated  mines  or  ambush  locations.  Desini nation  of  mentioned 
technique  to  lowest  echelon. 

(5)  Driving  of  Armored  Personnel  Carries  from  vdthin  Drivers 
Compartment! 


(a)  Observation:  If  drivers  of  armored  personnel  carriers 
are  operating  carriers  from  within  tho  drivers  compartment,  and  tho 
carrier  hits  a  large  min©  (30  lbs  or  noro)  causing  tho  carrier  to 
overturn,  the  drivers  in  all  case’s  during  this  reporting  period  have 

been  trapped  ard  killed  in  the  overturned  vehicle, 

(b)  Evaluations  When  the  driver  is  operating  the  arr.orod 
personnel  carrier  with  lateral  and  accelerator  extensionr  and  the 
vehicle  hits  a  mine  of  sufficient  oiae  to  cause  it  to  over,  ourn,  tho 
driver  is  nonnolly  blown  free  of  the  vehicles. 

(c)  Become  relations  That  when  APC,s  are  operating  on 
unimproved  roade,  and  in  arocas  where  mines  have  been  employed  by  the 
enemy,  that  drivers  use  lateral  and  accellerator  extensions,  to  reduce 
the  chance  of  drivers  being  trapped  in  overturned  vehicles. 
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(6)  JE-8  Secure  Sot! 

(a)  Observation!  When  transmitting  with  secure  sot 
SI-8,  unless  the  transmitter  handset  is  continually  hold  firmly  while 
transmitting,  a  break  (rushing  noise)  in  the  secure  transmission  will 
result,  thereby  causing  a  repent  of  the  transroission. 

(b)  Evaluation!  Secure  transmissions  ns  essential  in 
a  tactical  enviroment. 

(c)  Rocacnendations  A  handset  for  transmitting  on 
secure  that  has  a  poaltich-  lock  to  transmit,  in  order  to  reduce 
.repeat#  of  transmission  missed  by  not  holding  handset  firmly. 

(7)  Detainee  Evaluation! 

(a)  Observation;  During  rocent  operations  the  detention 
of  detainees  by  ground  units  have  hindered  their  operating  capability. 
Sufficient  detainee  collection  points  should  be  established  prior  to 
the  operation  to  alleviate  the  problem.  Enough  troops  and  transportation 
should  be  assigned  to  effect  ranid  evacuation  of  detainers  from  forward 
areas. 


(b)  Evaluation:  In  large  scale  cordon  &  search 
operations  the  apprehension  of  detainers  has  hindered  tiie  operating 
capability  of  the  units  conducting  the  search. 

(8)  Search  techniques: 

(a)  Observation:  Front-line  elements  (squad  and  rltocn 
size  units)  have  the  tendency  to  concentrate  their  efforts  on  "stay-on¬ 
line"  rather  than  thoroughly  searching  their  assigned  areas.  If  a 
small  ,  yet  sufficient,  security  force  moves  through  the  area  to  a 
phase  line  and  the  bulk  .of  the  troops  utilized  to  search,  only  then 

can  the  troops  concentrate  their  offorts  on  searching  effectively. 

(b)  Evaluation:  It  has  proven  impractical  to  utilize 
front  elements  to  search  through  dense  and  built-up  areas  where 
evacuation  or  destruction  of  ary  items  of  military  significance  or 
value  to  the  enemy  is  essential. 

(9)  Company  Hardspots; 

(a)  Observation:  Establishing  company  hard snots  along 
enemy's  LOC's  anpears  to  be  a  successful  technique  for  interdicting 
movement  on  the  LDC's. 

(b)  Evaluation:  Operation  P3EDKCIO  SWIFT  proved 
most  successful  the  techniques  employed  in  laagering  compare’’  (-) 
hardspots  along  the  enemy *b  LOC's  for  periods  of  up  to  4®  hours. 
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On  two  occasions  the  enocy  attempted  to  destroy  these  positions.  On 
each  ooonslon  thise  attacks  wore  repulsed  and  heavy  losses  wt.ro  Inflicted 
on  the  enemy.  These  Attacks  indicate  the  concern  of  enemy  for  those 
hardspot  obstacles,  During  each  occasion  the  successful  defense 
Of  the  company  (-)  position  was  conducted  with  n  force  of 
approximately  35  men  (Co  HP's,  2  rifle  platoons  (-),  and  1  weapons 
platoon).  Thu  remaining  rifle  platoon  (+)  was  occupying  an  ambush 
position  and  IP's  approximately  1,000  meters  from  tho  company  (-) 
hardspots.  Although  the  enemy  had  a  considerable  numerical  advantage, 
successful  defense  was  accomplished  with  minimum  forces .  Factors 
contributing  to  this  were  t 

(1)  Selection  of  position:  The  unit  occv.rded  c. 
small  hedgerow  complex  (approximately  75  motors  square)  which  afforded 
cover  and  concealmont  and  good  fields  of  fire  outside  of  the  -coition. 

(2)  Defensive  positions  weru  dug  into  thu  hodgorc 
berms  and^were  covered  with  8'  pickets  and  2  layers  of  sand  bags.  A 
singl®  concertina  fence  enclosed  the  defensive  position. 

(3)  Fire  discipline*  Automatic  weapons  we.ru  not 
employed  except  during  the  final  stage  of  the  entry  assault  or  to 
engage  other  close-in  automatic  weapons.  Those  weapons  were  fire"'  r.t 
minimum  elevation  measured  by  bullet  intact  on  the  rice  paddy  berm 

to  the  front. 


(4)  Indirect  fire  support*  Supporting  fires  were 
used  to  the  maximum.  Initially,  fires  wore  placed  on  observed  c.j,.  iv 
targets  close  to  ths  defensive  position,  then  shifted  to  likely  enemy 
assembly  areas.  Gunships  and  "Spooky"  were  also  employed.  Each  of  t’.ese 
were  coordinated  with  artillery  and  were  directed  to  their  targets 

by  either  ground  or  airborne  commander. 

(5)  The  overall dofensivo  effort  was  coordinated 
and  directed  by  the  airborne  commander,  TJithin  20  minutes  after  the 
attack  was  launched,  the  Battalion  and/or  Brigade  Commander  wore 
airborne  over  the  arc 

(c)  Re comae ndation : .  That  company  size  night  defensive 
positions  be  utilized  when  possible;  however,  the  posititicn  should 
be  hardened  as  necessary  i.e.,  fighting  positions,  overhead  cover,  wire 
barriers,  claymore  mines  etc, 

C.  Trainings  None 

d.  Intelligences  None 
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0.  Organisations 

(1 )  Qbwrvf.tJ.onv  A  neod  for  a  security  squad  to  be  attached 
to  each  oanpsunor  of  a  Tank  Battalion. 

(2)  Evaluation:  Tula  a  quad  la  ccmpo^d  of  trained  tankors, 
is  equipped  as  a  rifle  oquad  and  functions  as  both  a  dismounted  squad 
and  as  added  perimeter  defense.  Because  of  the  rapid  and  unforsecn 
turnovers  of  personnel  in  Viot  Mom, -a  section  is  often  left  seriously 
short  of  personnel  in  a  critical  M0£w  Tils  squad  could  be  used  as  a 
reservoir  •fr*cm  which  replacsswnt  tankers  could  be  drawn  and  added  security 
for  the  company  CP  and  perimeter, 

(9)  Ifcccennendaticos :  That  a  security  squad  composed  of 
trained  tankers  and  equipped  as  rifle  squad  be  addod  to  the  TCh  of  the 
tank  company. 

f.  Other: 

(t)  MEDGAP  Operations: 

(*)  For  a  MEDCAP  to  be  effective,  tho  village  or  hamlet 
chief  must  be  contacted  prior  to  connencing,  All  services  must  have  the. 
sanction  and  approval  of  the  local  authorities,  with  the  appearance, 
that  we  are  only  helping  them  take  care  of  tlieir  peoplo  ,  It  w/U. 
help  if  HF-PF  or  ARVN  helped  provide  the  security. 

<b)  One  of  tho  major  pitfalls  in  any  HRJCAF  in  improper 
organization.  The  local  authorities  must  maintained  an  orderly 
progression  of  patients.  If  not  properly  orgamzai,  patients, 
curious  on-lookers  and  children  will  mill  about  hampering  operations 
by  creating  a  hectic,  disorderly  operation.  Most  of  the  uaits  lmve 
had  a  sop.orate  section  that  treats  minor  cuts  .and  glqny?  problems. 

Tills  is  very  effective  and  relieves  somo  congestion  in  the  examination 
area. 


(0)  In  the  majority  of  instances,  giv.ig  candy  and  gum 
to  children  should  be  avoided.  If  this  is  to  be  effective,  ths  village 
chief  could  dispense  ns  a  reward  for  "bravery'1  after  a  shot  or  treat¬ 
ment  procedure. 


(d)  Control  of  Medicine:  It  is  a  must  that  only 
tha  amount  of  medication  needed  for  a  particular  condition  be  dispensed. 
This  will  reduce  waste,  prevent  medicine b  fran  falling  into  wrong  hands 
and  minimize  the  "give  away"  tendency, 

(f)  A  member  of  S-2  or  MI  could  be  utilized  quttt 
effectively  on  a  well  organised  MEDCAF.  Numerous  instances  wn  obff  >v»d 
in  which  it  was  believed  the  potential  for  information  was  greet  if 
properly  exploited.  This  is  especially  true  in  units  that  Have  been 
making  regular  MEDCAP  visits  on  a  recurring  basis  to  a  specific  »k». 
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(I)  Effective  ground  PSYQPs  by  U.S.  personnel  and 
local  officials  would  place  the  local  goverrment  in  n  butter  light 
and  wuld  go  a  long  way  in  improving  Doctor-patient  relationships. 

This  latter  must  of  necessity  suffer,  because  of  the  language  barrier ; 
but  it  could  be  improved  with  a  wall-organized  and  executed  PSYQPs 
program.  Induced  in  this  category  would  be  well-written  pnmplilots 
describing  the  purposes  of  MEDCAP  and  an  explanation  of  public  health 
and  basic  sanitation  techniques, 

(g)  The  unit  physician  must  attend  the  MEDCAPs,  Not 
only  is  some  mature  organizational  abilr.ty  naedod,  but  he  must 
pereonally  supervise  anything  more  than  the  simplest  treatment  prooedures. 
A  poorly  executed  treatment  with  unsatisfactory  results  can  undo  ary- 
good  that  had  been  previously  accomplished  in  an  area. 

(fi)  A  childhood  nmputatee  program  would  be  excellent. 

There  la  a  danger,  however,  that,  if  arrangements  are  not  made  for 
close  follow-up,  the  program  will  fall  into  disrepute.  The  care  air- 
maintenance  of  artificial  limbs  is  a  complicated  and  specialized 
job.  For  an  artificial  limb  to  serve  its  purpose,  it  must  be 
continually  checked  for  fit  and  state  of  renair. 

(1)  Because  of  the  high  incidence  of  tuberculosis 
ard  the  prolonged  course  of  treatment  necess-ry  to  treat  this  disease, 
much  organization  for  follow-up  is  necessary.  A  fornat,  resembling 
our  ehot  record,  could  be  utilized  very  satisfactorily.  Early  in 
the  course  of  treatment,  shots  plus  pills  are  necessary;  and  inter  on 
pills  along  are  taken.  The  local  ARVN  officials  should  dispense  the 
medication  necessary  for  one  week  at  a  time  and  then  documont  on  tlr. 
record  the  date  and  amount  of  medication  given.  Tit  Vie tnanese 
are  accustomed  to  carrying  official  documents  in  their  individual 
plastic  wrappers.  When  the  physician  checks  them  he  could  quickly 
review  the  stage  of  treatment  by  seeing  this  record.  Unless  an 
adequate  follow-up  system  is  initiated  the  patients1  tuberculosis 
treatment  is  completely  nonof f active ,  Pamphlets  describing  the 
contagious  nature  of  the  disease  should  also  be  distributed  to  those 
under  treatment  so  that  the  patient  and  his  family  may  gain  so-ie 
rudimentary  knowledge  of  public  health  measures  neceoscry  to  prevent 
the  spread  of  this  disease. 

CJ)  General  attitude  and  appearance s  Facial  oxnrossion* 
convey  a  lot  of  meaning,  especially  when  a  language  barrier  exists. 

A  smile  would  be  much  more  effective  than  a  scowl.  It  is  especially 
Important  that  no  disparaging  remarks  be  made  where  the  interpreter 
can  overhear.  All  too  often  the  personnel  conducting  "the  MGDCAF 
"look  down"  on  the  patients  and  say  unkind  tilings  that  the  interpreter 
overhears.  This  would  tend  to  place  us  in  a  particularity  bad  light 
in  the  eyes  of  these  young  and  quite  intelligent  Vietnamese  Interpreters. 
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add  considerably^  ffiWAl 

of  Denistry  is  a  ald.ll  that  should,  in  the  majority  of  cases,  be 
reserved  for  those  properly  trained  in  the  techniques.  A  poorly 
executed  extraction  with  an  unsatisfactory  result  could  do  much 
to  undermine  the  good  of  the  entire  MEDCAP  program. 

(1)  One  of  the  major  problems,  that  requires  some 
skill  and  judgement  is  the  detoiminntion  of  the  proper  time  to  break 
off  the  MEDCAP  and  atop  seeing  patients.  After  a  period  of  time  tho 
majority  of  sick  people  hrve  boon  soon'- and  then  the  hanger-on's  arc 
only  interested  in  gifts  and  sight  seeing.  Whan  discipline  begins 
to  doge n- rate  to  tho  level  of  a  picnic  or  party  atmosphere,  that  is 
the  time  tc  pack  up  and  leave. 

I n )  For  MEDCAP  to  be  staisfying  to  the  professional 
personnel  and  effective  for  the  patients,  they  must  occur  on  a  regular 
basis,  so  that  people  can  expect  to'  bo  seen  within  a  reasonable  tiro 
and  so  that  the  professional  people  can  have  some  degree  of  foll*-up 
on  cases  treated.  In  order,  mere  mothers  seen  is  no  concrete  evidence 
of  a  successful  MEDCAP  program, 

(2)  Psychological  Operations  t 

(a)  Whenever  possible  ground  PSYOP  as  veil  as  air 
PSYOP  should  be  employed  with  tactical  military  operations  (ie,  Rome  F" 
Cordon  and  Search,  etc).  Civic  Action  projects  and  MEDCAP s.  It  is  mos 
important  that  the  local  populace  clearly  understand  the  purpose  of 
the  operation,  why  it  is^ necessary  and  what,  if  anything,  is  expected 
of  them.  In  most  cases,  Vietnamese  should  conduct  the  gcund  face-to- 
face  PSYOP  and  it  is  beneficial  to  have  the  district  chief  present 
to  talk  to  the  people.  It  is  important  that  the  people  understand  that 
it  is  the  Vietnamese  .governaont  conducting  the  operat  ion  and  that  U.S, 
personnel  are' present  only  in  a  support  role. 

<b)  Incidents  have  oc cured  recently  that  show  that 
there  is  a  need  for  increased  explanation  of  PSYOP  to  the  individual 
soldier.  Each  soldier  in  the  field  must  be  fully  cognizant  of  tho 
psychological  effect  his  actions  will  have  on  the  local  population. 

Every  effort  must  be  made  to  improve  the  allied  image  as  well  as  the 
image  of  the  BVN  officials  in  the  eyes  of  tho  populace. 

(o)  Armed  propaganda  teams  are  a  useful  PSYOP  tool 
when  well  supervised  and  effectively  employed.  Those  teams  should 
be  attached  to  a  unit  for  an  extended  period  of  tine  instead  of  mission 
type  oasis  only  and  their  loyalty  to  their  immediate  supervisors  should 
be  sought.  Special  care  must  be  taken  in  communicating  with  them  to 
insure  that  instructions  nrs  properly  understood.  ,.\n  into iv rotor 
should  monitor  their  ocrauunications  to  the  people.  They  -  be  used 
in  subsidiary  roles  (ie,  scouts)  but  their  PSYCF  mission  rust  remain 
paramount.  Close  coordination  should  be  maintained  with  tho  S-2  \nd  VC  I 
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«i.f»r.«rrin  wMfih  la  based  on  loanl  intelligence  has  the  wst  nrofourd 

mwi*  f«  mS  .fr-ou*  t"»"  oovuruoUM. 

SkilW  >  towh.  S«n  th»  ■■otlon  of  n  hnnlot  or  M»  "oil 

nown  wran  rdds  credibility . 

•t*  XegletioeJ 

(1)  Observation*  A  naod  for  a  AH/VRC  46  in  each  tank. 

(2)  Evaluations  Owing  to  the  wide  dispersion  of  our  tanks 
in  operations  suoh  as  road  sweeping  and  outposting  the  vehicles  mnry 

SlffSTSitortM-  M  ttjtr  »• 

lengthy  relay  between  elements  and  endangers  the  security  or  voiucj.cs 
thus  deployed* 

(3)  ftsecranandationst  This  problem  oould  be  eliminated 
by  addition  of  a  AN/VHC  *6  radio  for  each  vehicle  to  the  oquirmont 
ICE  of  the  lfcnk  Company. 
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HPAKMMT  OF  THE  A1KT 

KlADQUAltms  3D  BRDAM  25TH  3KFAMWY  ntVZSXON 
APO  San  Pranoisoo  96269 

AVDQTB-C  5  February  1969 

SUBJBOTi  Operational  Report  -  Lessons  Loam  ad  for  tha  Quarterly  Period  Biding 
31  January  1969. 


Commanding  General 
25th  Infantry  Division 
ATTN:  AVDCDH 
A VO  96225 


1.  Section  1,  Operations:  Significant  Activities:  Omitted. 

2.  Section  2,  Lessons  Learned:  Commander's  Observations,  Evaluations  and 
Recommendations. 

a.  Personnel: 

OBSERVATION:  Sane  MOS's  are  difficult  to  obtain  through  the  personnel  re¬ 
placement  system.  A  specific  example  is  the  94B  MQS,  pertaining  to  Cooks 
and  Mess  SCT’s. 

EVALUATION:  Units  have  allowed  the  strength  of  their  mass  sections  to  dwindle 
to  the  point  of  being  critical,  while  waiting  for  replacement  personnel. 

RECOMMENDATION :  start  a  training  program  within  the  wit,  using  profile  UB 
personnel  and  asslgiing  them  to  the  mess  section  in  a  %\  position,  as  codes 
helpers.  These  personnel  can  CJT  and  be  reclassified  as  94A*s  then  promoted 
into  the  94B  MDS. 

OBSERVATION :  The  need  for  maximum  number  of  personnel  forward  precludes  in¬ 
dividuals  from  returning  to  Dau  Tieng  for  personal,  dental  and  minor  medical 
problems. 

EVALUATION t  The  troops  in  the  field  need  to  have  their  problems  taken  care 
of  in  the  field.  The  advent  of  the  Super  Contact  Team  has  helped  immensely 
and  also  has  proven  to  be  a  good  morale  factor, 

RECOMMENDATION :  That  Super  Contact  Teams  be  utilized  as  frequently  as  practi¬ 
cal  and  at  least  once  a  month.  In  addition,  that  frequent  standdowi3  be  con¬ 
ducted  in  the  field  to  enable  units  to  take  care  of  their  administrative 
problems. 

b*  Operations: 


Tab  0 

CONFIDENTIAL 


CONFIDENTIAL 

ftWHiTltiitt*  Ik*  r«i»y  season  eauaea  many  vehicles  to  beccm  stuck  due  to 
•rtPtaialy  poor  road  surfaces.  This  ia  o  specially  pro  volant  In  tha  forward 
night  lociticn. 


MMMXUSiiL  ^k***  extremely  poor  road  condition  a  in  the 
unduly  hard  on  vahlolaa  and  ecnatitute  a  safety  ha*ard. 


night  location  era 


To  aava  time  and  labor  and  wear  and  tacr  on  vahlolaa*  piareed 
steal  planking  ahould  ba  usad  wharevar  paaaibla  throughout  tha  forward  night 

wl??*:  S€?eV!r.“Ud#?r,d  W4t#r  “**  *clrft  de*P»  ■&ndbags  cr  dirt  ftUad  anno 
*****  can  bo  utied  for  fill ar. 


g*mW.»  frequently  while  oenduoting  operations  it  boooaas  naoaaaary  to 
cross  canola.  ' 


Bie  oanal  must  ba  croaaed  to  accomplish  the  mission,  but  if  it 
ia  deep  there  is  the  problem  of  paraopnal  who  oonnot  swim  and  equipment  whioh 
may  not  function  properly  whan  it  ia  wet. 

£aSSMMPpA£33j»  In  addition  to  tha  normal  ropes  and  grappling  hooka  carried 
if  each  platoon  carries  at  least  one  good  air  mattress  then  critical  equip¬ 
ment  can  bo  floated  across  using  the  air  mattress  in  ccnjmction  with  a  rope. 
The  air  mattreaa  la  alee  compact,  ligfit  and  quickly  inflated  and  deflated 
making  it  suitable  fbr  the  job. 

fiSSBByjSffiW 1  Hedgerows  are  often  cleared  of  tripwires  by  using  a  rope  end 
grappling  hook,  however  the  grappling  hook  has  a  tendency  to  get  caught  on 

v«v08t 

JS&M3SS*  The  hedgerow  must  be  Cleared  tc  prevent  needless  injury  to  troops. 

By  taking  the  shipping  plugs  off  a  175m  artillery  romd  and 
tying  it  Xq  the  end  of  e  rope  the  same  thing  can  be  accomplished  as  with  a 
grappling  hook  except  without  getting  tangled  in  vines  and  caught  cn  ether 
jungle  growth*  the  shipping  plug  is  heavy  enough  to  penetrate  dense  jungle 
Tcliage  and  also  to  trip  any  tripwire  booty  trape. 

pBS^T^PjgtNj  Use  of  03  against  an  eneny  force  immediately  upon  contact,  re¬ 
duces  the  enemy's  capability  to  fire  and  forces  him  underground  or  in  the 

open. 


The  E3  CS  disposer  can  be  usad  from  the  APC,  Immediately  upon 
gaining  contact,  the  58  can  be  fired  in  to  the  contact  Area.  By  immediately 
following  thia  with  a  heavy  concentration  of  artillery,  the  enemy  can  be 
destroyed  quickly. 


MOfijapamg^y  That  When  contact  ie  made,  the  58  dispenser  be  fired  into 
the  contact  aroa.  It  can  be  pre-rlgged  on  the  AFC.  If  the  APC  ia  to  be  used 
for  convoy  escort,  the  B8’s  wnald  be  tied  cn  the  rear  of  the  APC  where  the 
water  can  and  gas  can  are  normally  placed.  The  E8  is  canted  at  a  45  degree 
angle  and  fired  either  by  the  lanyard  or  by  using  the  claymore  detonator.  If 
the  force  was  operating  on  a  RIP,  the  B8's  would  be  «ri*ced  on  the  top  of 

*omw»  ****  "culrt  permit  the  APO  to  fire  the  88  with¬ 
out  going  broadside  to  the  enemy. 
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QBS«VATDNt  Use  of  •  V  formation  on  read  sweeps  precludes  casualties  from 
command  detonated  mljaea . 


PLANK 

NSAJt  PLANK  LOOKING  R)R  VISUAL  SIGNS 
LEFT  BY  VO. 

MINS  SWEEP  TEAM 

APC‘e 


The  above  formation  permits  the  far  flxnk  to  pick  m  the  command  detonation 
wires  prior  to  personnel  arriving  at  the  mine.  The  VC  Invariably  leave  a 
visual  sign  to  the  civilians  warning  of  mine  danger.  This  can  be  pLeked  up 
by  the  near  flank  personnel. 


RECCMMEND.'lTIDN:  That  road  sweep  teams  use  e  "V"  formation.  A  variation  with 
APC's  trould  be  their  uee  on  the  flanks,  file  APC's  would  have  to  avoid  old 
trails  wince  the  area  would  not  be  swept  of  mines. 


OBSERVATION?  The  EM  27  mini-gun  syataa  on  the  06a  prevents  proper  artillery 
observation  from  the  left  rear  seat. 


EVALUATION:  Vhen  the  KM  27  mini-gun  systems  ware  installed  on  the  Bde  OH- 6 A 
aircraft  utilized  as  Bn  command  At  control  ships  the  arty  officers  were  unable 
to  occupy  the  left  rear  seat  behind  the  Bn  Commander.  This  seating  arrangement 
denied  the  AO  the  same  view  of  terrain  as  that  of  the  Bn  oenmandar  and  reduced 
the  efficiency  of  the  "C&S"  team. 


RECOMMENDATION :  Equipment  should  net  he  installed  or  any  modifications  made 
to  0H-6a  aircraft  utilized  as  C&C  ships  that  will  deny  tbs  AD  use  of  the  left 
rear  seat. 


OBSERVATION:  The  M79  Grenade  Launcher  is  a  valuable  weapon,  however  replace** 
merit  personnel  are  usually  m familiar  with  the  proper  oars  and  employment  of 
this  weapon. 


EVALUATION:  The  M79  Grsiade  Launcher  provides  heavy  firepower  if  used  properly 
and  at  the  same  time  can  be  very  detrimental  to  an  operation  if  used  improper¬ 
ly  due  to  the  minimum  range. 


RECOMMENDATION ;  A  block  of  instruction  should  be  given  to  insure  that  all  per¬ 
sonnel  are  adequately  trained  with  the  M79  Grenade  Launcher  prior  to  going 
forward  to  the  field. 


OBSERVATION :  The  90mm  recoilless  rifle  is  a  valuable  weapon*  however  replace¬ 
ment  personnel  are  usually  infamiliar  with  the  proper  cara  and  employment  of 
this  weapon. 
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ELtiALlSJ&Ei  9&®  reccUlaw*  rin^i  **rovtd«s  heavy  fir  spcwsr  if  used  prop¬ 
erly  and  at  the  same  time  can  b<*  very  effective  ip  ruining  m  operation  if 
usad  improperly  due  tc  th,  'irm^i'hva  sack  blaet  end  improper  misfire  procedure* 

RECOMMENDATION:  \  blcok  of  instruction  should  be  taken  to  insure  that  all  per¬ 
sonnel  are  adequately  trained  with  the  9Ctmn  RR  prior  to  going  forward  to  the 
field. 

d,  Intelligence: 

OBSERVATION:  Many  erroneous  reports,  especially  on  findings  and  contact,  are 
passed  through  channels. 

EVALUATION i  Vast  and  aoeurate  Information  is  a  prime  concern  in  eanbat  but 
the  reporting  of  erroneous  information  requires  follow-op  corrective  action 
ahd  only  serves  to  delay  and  obscure  really  pertinent  information. 

RECOMMENDATION:  That  ccntlrxued  emphasis  be  placed  on  reporting  unite,  stress¬ 
ing  that  their  reports  be  as  informative  and  detailed  as  possible  and  that 
the  facts  are  reported  as  confirmed  by  the  reporter  and  not  "guesstimates "• 

OftSERVAT ION t  At  the  Battalion  or  user  level,  the  writ  rarely  receives  Intel¬ 
ligence  but  operat  es  cn  past  history. 

EVALUATION ?  Agent  reports,  docment  readouts  and  prisoner  Interrogation  nor¬ 
mally  roach  the  Battalion  after  the  reported  evant  is  to  take  place. 

RECOMEN DATIPU :  That  greater  enphasis  be  placed  to  get  intelligence  down  to 
the  user  level  before  it  becomes  history, 

OBSERVATIONS  Ebony  mortar  and  rocket  firs  directed  against  US  fixed  installa¬ 
tions  is  normally  conducted  from  sites  located  on  cr  in  the  immediate  vie  cf 
prominent  terrain  features. 

EVALUATION:  An  analysis  cf  VC/ftVA  indirect  firing  procedures  based  on  radar 
sightings,  shell  reps,  plus  information  provided  by  ralliers  and  PW's  re¬ 
vealed  that  over  95^5  of  all  the  mortar  and  rocket  attacks  conducted  against 
3D  Bde,  25th  Inf  Div  fixed  installations  during  the  reporting  period  were 
initiated  from  sites  located  on  or  no  more  than  300  meters  from  roads,  road 
junctions  and/or  streams.  The  principal  reasons  for  this  are  (1)  Mathematical  - 
firing,  data  computations  are  more  accurate  when  rendered  from  known  locations, 

(2)  safety  -  spoedy  egress  frem  the  firing  site, 

RFHOIIMEND  AT  ION :  DAHMA  programs  should  be  concentrated  on  these  likely  sites. 
Count ermertar  radars  should  increase  targeting  along  streams,  roads,  and  road 
junctions.  Counter-battery  air  surveillance  should  be  concentrated  on  sus¬ 
pected  sites. 

OBSERVATION: -  foamy  mortar  and  rocket  fire  being  directed  at  fixed  US  installa¬ 
tions  is  not  being  effectively  neutralized  ty  counter-battery  fire. 

EVALUATION :  VC/NVA  mortar  and  rocket  ol amenta  have  repeatedly  initiated  indi¬ 
rect  fire  attacks  at  fixed  US  installations  without  suffering  significant 
casualties.  Enemy  reconnaissance  has  been  successful  in  establishing  the 
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p«4t  «m  cf  ov  BttlMJk  program  after  It  bed  bmn  fired  »  eoqpxe  01  time*.  Ocn- 
suquer.iLy,  «n«qr  foroee  choose  firing  alt  a  3  which  art  relatively  safe  fraa 
our  PAFMA  initiated  firae. 

B&CMM5r  DATXOH  i  a  minimus  cf  t**>  DUMA  propane  should  be  developed  and  em¬ 
ployed  intmrohmigeably  in  an  irregular  pattern.  This  will  reduce  the  manias 
ability  to  predict  our  initial  reaction  to  an  indirect  fire  attack  and  place 
a  greater  psychological  burden  of  fear  on  him. 

OBSERVATION,:  Enemy  indirect  fire  attacks  against  US  firs  support  bases  and 
camps  correspond  to  psrlods  when  psrscnnal  en  these  facilities  are  most 
vulnerable. 

gyjLUATTOtls  pattern  analysis  of  the  time  frames  during  which  indirect  fire 
attacks' were  conducted  against  3D  Bde  installations  indicated  that  these 
attacks  occurred  primarily  during  the  hours  1000H  to  1300H  and  1700H  to  2000H. 
Most  of  the  PX  facilities  open  at  mid-morning  and  there  is  a  tendency  for 
p 6-0 pi;-  to  neve  about  more  at  this  tide.  This  is  also  the  case  during  early 
sowing.  Units  return  to  fire  export  based  and  base  camps,  consequently 
troon  density  is  inoreased.  Likewise  there  is  a  natural  inclination  for 
soldiers  to  be  more  related  and  oongr agate  to  a  greater  extent. 

HOff :  Increase  counter  battery  surveillance  during  periods  cf  in¬ 
ertia  a  ed  vulnerability  -  1000H  to  1330H  and  1700H  to  2000H.  Keep  personnel 
fr-x  ec:i.&' seating  during  these  time  frames. 

OBSIRV^XTON:  The  enony  has  displayed  a  consistent  ability  to  discern  ccmmand 
APi'-  *a  fron  other  vehicles  in  mechanized  formations . 

MMUATIOM:  The  enemies  ability  to  pick  out  command  tracks  as  targets  to  fire 
K*GJa  upon  ie  believed  to  be  directly  attributed  to  the  tell-tale  presence 
of  two  radio  antennae  on  each  ccmmand  vehicle,  ae  opposed  to  the  single  an- 
t<ma  found  on  other  armored  pereonnel  carriers. 

R'inOMK NATION :  All  non-command  APC  *8  should  be  equipped  with  an  additional 
diwny  antenna. 

v*.,  Logistics: i 

0>-i. jfe'.VATION >  frequently  in  the  field  nfachine  gun  ammo  deteriorated  daring 
extensive  exposure  to  the  elements  becoming  unserviceable  or  undependable. 

EVALUATION:  Frequently  in  the  field  a  machine  gun’s  entire  basic  load  ie 
Coiilud  3r.«  t'Kh  a  manner  that  it  is  exposed  to  the  elements.  As  a  result  it 
qulaS&y  becomes  dirty,  the  links  rusty,  and  the  ammunition  unusalbe.  This 
constitutes  a  waste  of  machine  gun  ammunition  and  a  major  source  of  mal¬ 
functions  0 


RTi?  i; AT XO U :  Only  the  minimum  ammunition  necessary  for  immediate  response 

should  be  carried  exposed  to  the  elanents.  Hie  remainder  should  be  carried 
either  in  the  bandoleer  or  in  the  water  proof  metal  container  it  comae  in, 

OBSERVATION:  Overladen  vehicles  traveling  on  the  rough  roads  in  the  forward 
area  have  resulted  in  broken  torque  rods,  shackles  and  springs. 
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KVALiUTTnli  Vahid##  are  essential  to  tho  oparation  of  tho  Battalion  and 
breakdown  results  in  lost  tima.  equipaant  and  afficlanoy, 

RECOMMENDATION i  Proper  oautlon  should  ha  taken  to  insure  that  Vehicles  are 
not  overloaded  and  that  the  weight  is  evenl/  distributed.  Drivers  must  be 
constantly  remind  ad  about  not  speeding  and  good  driving  techniques  not  only 
for  safety  but  aiso  for  care  of  their  vehicle . 

OBSERVATION  In  the  alternately  humid  and  dusty  environment  of  Vietnam  great 
Oars  must  be  taken  if  the  combat  effectiveness  of  a  static  defensive  position 
is  to  be  maintained, 

EVALUATION  Static  defensive  positions  usually  incorporate  storage  of  weapons 
and  munitions  which  will  supplement  the  T,0,E,  and  basio  load*  d'lHmK 
of  emergency.  The  climate  of  this  area  will  cause  these  supplimentary  arms  to 
become  duaty,  dirty,  muddy  and  rusty  or  otherwise  unserviceable  lh  an  extremely 
short  period  of  time. 

RECOMMENDATION i  Great  eare  must  be  taken  to  see  that  munitions  are  periodically 
inspected  and  cleaned  in  total.  Whenever  possible  a  rotation  system  should  be 
established  so  that  old  ammunition  is  expended  first, 

f.  jtoaajgft&gM  None 
g»  Q-thef!  None 

3*  Section  3,  Escape,  Evasion  and  Deceptionl  None 
FOR  THE  COMMANDER! 


GENE  A.  TKANX 
MAJOR,  INFANTRY 
ADJUTANT 
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